
   
 

   
 

 
Iran Crisis Update, October 28 

Kitaneh Fitzpatrick, Johanna Moore, Zach Coles, and Frederick W. Kagan with LJ Trevette 

October 28, 6:00 PM ET 

 

The Iran Crisis Updates are produced by the Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise 

Institute with support from the Institute for the Study of War (ISW). To receive Iran Crisis Updates via 

email, please subscribe here. 

 

Iranian security personnel fired live ammunition and tear gas at anti-regime demonstrators in Zahedan, 

Sistan Baluchistan Province on October 28 as protesters commemorated the regime’s brutal crackdown 

there four weeks earlier.1 Iranian security forces may have deployed snipers to help violently suppress 

dissent.2 Iranian social media users reported that security forces killed at least two protesters-- possibly 

including a 12-year-old boy--although the true figure is likely higher.3 Cybersecurity watchdog NetBlocks 

confirmed severe internet disruptions in Zahedan on October 28.4 Protests likely commenced during 

Friday prayer sermons at the Makki Grand Mosque in Zahedan, where hundreds of worshippers gathered 

to commemorate the regime’s violent September 30 crackdown on anti-regime demonstrations.5 Some 

worshippers carried signs with slogans unique to the Mahsa Amini protest wave, including ”woman, life, 

freedom.”6 Online footage shows significant crowds participating in anti-regime protests throughout the 

city later that day.7 Anti-regime demonstrations in Zahedan may become increasingly common on Fridays 

as residents seek to commemorate protesters killed by regime security personnel. 

 

Uncorroborated reports suggest that Iranian authorities may seek to arrest senior Iranian Sunni cleric 

Maulvi Abdol Hamid, who has become increasingly critical of the regime in recent weeks.8 Abdol Hamid 

and regime officials have rhetorically clashed in recent days over the regime’s brutal protest crackdown 

in Zahedan, as CTP previously reported.9 Large crowds purportedly gathered in the vicinity of the Makki 

Grand Mosque to preemptively condemn or prevent Abdol Hamid’s arrest on October 28.10 Abdol Hamid’s 

arrest would likely stoke further anti-regime sentiment and unrest among Zahedan residents and possibly 

the broader Iranian Sunni community.  

 

https://hello.aei.org/Subscribe-to-Iran-Crisis-Updates.html


   
 

   
 

 
 

Key Takeaways 

• Demonstrations in Zahedan may become increasingly common on Fridays as residents seek to 

commemorate protesters killed by regime security personnel. 

• Anti-regime protests occurred in at least 23 cities in 11 provinces on October 28. 

• Mahabad protesters are employing increasingly organized and militant tactics to resist regime 

attempts to suppress demonstrations, including creating durable barricades. 

• Iranian intelligence organizations published a joint statement blaming ongoing unrest on the 

US and its allies.  

• Unverified reports claimed that Iranian officials and their families are attempting to flee the 

country. 

• Iranian proxy media amplified pro-regime demonstrations in a likely attempt to deflect 

attention from ongoing unrest.  

 

Anti-Regime Protests 

Anti-regime protests occurred in at least 23 cities in 11 provinces on October 28. TP assesses with 

moderate to high confidence that protests occurred in the following locations: 

• Karaj, Alborz (Several dozen Azad University of Karaj students protested on campus)11 

• Kermanshah, Kermanshah (50-100 protesters chanted “I will kill the one who killed my brother”)12 

• Qasr-e Shirin, Kermanshah (50-100 protesters blocked traffic and demonstrated in Qasr-e Shirin 

streets)13 

• Baneh, Kurdistan (Protesters reportedly clashed with security forces that used live ammunition in 

Baneh streets)14 



   
 

   
 

• Saghez, Kurdistan (100-200 protesters chanted and listened to a speech from the wife of a protest 

martyr)15 

• Divandarreh, Kurdistan (Several dozen protesters chanted “death to the dictator” and 

commemorated a protest martyr)16 

• Sanandaj, Kurdistan (50-100 protesters set a fire in the street outside Sanandaj Kotsar Hospital; 

several dozen protesters danced and set a fire in Sanandaj streets; security forces attacked an 

undetermined number of protesters)17 

• Doroud, Lorestan (One to two dozen protesters blocked traffic; security forces attacked an 

undetermined number of protesters in Doroud streets)18 

• Babol, Mazandaran (50-100 protesters gathered in front of a protest martyr’s shop and set a fire 

in the street; several dozen protesters chanted and commemorated protest martyrs in Babol 

streets)19 

• Tonekabon, Mazandaran (Several dozen protesters clashed with security forces in Tonekabon 

streets)20 

• Saravan, Sistan and Baluchistan (Security forces attacked protesters with tear gas and reportedly 

live ammunition in Saravan streets)21 

• Iranshahr, Sistan and Baluchistan (50-100 protesters blocked traffic and demonstrated in 

Iranshahr streets)22 

• Rask, Sistan and Baluchistan (An undetermined number of protesters set a fire in the street)23 

• Zahedan, Sistan and Baluchistan (Likely thousands of protesters gathered in Zahedan streets, with 

possibly some attendees protesting the October 26 Shiraz attack instead of against the regime; 

50-100 protesters marched through Zahedan streets and chanted “death to Khamenei”; security 

forces injured or killed an undetermined number of protesters with reportedly live ammunition 

against protesters)24 

• Tehran, Tehran (Several protesters set fire to a Basij base with Molotov cocktails; 100-200 

protesters chanted “death to Khamenei” and demonstrated in Tehran streets)25 

• Boukan, West Azerbaijan (100-200 protesters set fires and demonstrated in Boukan streets)26 

• Ourmia, West Azerbaijan (Undetermined number of protesters set fires, blocked roads with debris, 

and chanted “death to the dictator” in Ourmia streets)27 

• Mahabad, West Azerbaijan (Several hundred protesters attended a protest martyr’s funeral; 50-

100 Azad University of Mashhad students protested on campus; 100-200 protesters set fires and 

marched in Mahabad streets; undetermined number of protesters established barricades and 

threw Molotov cocktails at security forces)28 

 

CTP assesses with low confidence that protests occurred in the following locations: 

• Ardabil, Ardabil (100-200 protesters rushed security forces in Ardabil streets)29 

• Rasht, Gilan (50-100 protesters chanted “death to the dictator” in Rasht streets)30 

• Mashhad, Khorasan Razavi (50-100 protesters demonstrated at an undetermined location in 

Mashhad)31 

• Marivan, Kurdistan (Undetermined number of protesters set fires and protested in Marivan 

streets)32 



   
 

   
 

 

 
 

Mahabad protesters are employing increasingly organized and militant tactics to resist regime attempts 

to suppress demonstrations. Hundreds of protesters sustained large-scale demonstrations in Mahabad 

and other cities in West Azerbaijan Province again on October 28, despite increasingly violent tactics from 

regime security forces. Iranian security personnel used tear gas, birdshot, and live ammunition to break 

up protests in the Mahabad streets.33 Protesters clashed with regime forces and set fires and created 

barricades to impede security forces’ advances.34 Footage from social media depicted protesters 

constructing a robust brick wall that spanned across the street.35 Footage also showed protesters 

preparing a small stockpile of Molotov cocktails behind the wall and later using them to prevent security 

forces from approaching.36 The increasingly organized and militant acts of resistance suggest protesters 

in Mahabad may be transitioning from primarily non-violent protests to more insurgent tactics. 

State-backed and affiliated media outlets circulated footage of pro-regime rallies condemning the 

October 25 attack on the Shah Cheragh shrine in Shiraz, Fars Province.37 IRGC-affiliated media outlets 

reported pro-regime rallies in unspecified locations in Kerman, Kermanshah, Kurdistan, Markazi, 

Mazandaran, Qom, Semnan, and Zanjan Provinces and in Bandar Abbas, Hormozgan Province, Mashhad, 

Khorasan Razavi Province, and Tehran City, Tehran Province.38 Rally participants brandished the Islamic 

Republic flag and, in some locations, an English-language sign condemning the US and Israel.39  

 

The IRGC Intelligence Organization and Ministry of Intelligence and Security released a joint statement 

blaming the US for inciting ongoing anti-regime protests. The statement asserted that the US stoked 

unrest with help from Israeli, British, and Saudi intelligence agencies.40 An interim Tehran Friday prayer 

leader tied the October 25 attack on the Shah Cheragh shrine in Shiraz, Fars Province to the US and its 



   
 

   
 

allies on October 28.41 CTP previously assessed that Iran may attack US, Israeli, or Saudi interests and 

targets in retaliation for the Shiraz attack on October 27.42 

 

The Iranian regime is increasingly attempting to repurpose symbols used in ongoing anti-regime 

demonstrations. Participants in some pro-regime rallies held signs displaying the slogan “woman, life, 

martyrdom” on October 28.43 The phrase “woman, life, freedom” has been a slogan unique to the Mahsa 

Amini protest wave in recent weeks.44 IRGC-affiliated media and a senior Iranian military official have 

similarly amplified the story of five-year-old Artin Saridaran, whose family died in the October 25 Shiraz 

attack.45 A senior cleric called Saridaran ”proof of the oppression of the Iranian nation” on October 28.46 

The regime’s narratives surrounding Saridaran mirror protesters’ ability to commemorate and rally 

around people killed in demonstrations, thereby sustaining unrest.  

 

Unverified reports claimed that Iranian officials replaced airport security at Imam Khomeini Airport in 

Tehran to facilitate Iranian officials and families’ attempts to flee the country. Local sources allege that 

regime affiliated individuals have been spotted chartering up to five flights a day out of Iran and seeking 

British, Canadian, and Swiss passports within the past two weeks. Regime security officers reportedly 

replaced airport security, confiscated employees' phones, and sectioned off areas of the airport within 

the same time frame.47 CTP cannot independently verify these claims. 

 

Axis of Resistance and Regional Developments 

Iranian proxy media amplified regime rhetoric that portrayed October 28 protests as pro-regime 

marches. Proxy media circulated Iranian news footage of regime-organized marches condemning the 

attack against the Shah Cheragh Shrine and claimed that “millions” had come out in support from across 

Iran.48 Proxy media also echoed regime accusations that foreign actors are interfering in Iranian affairs 

and inciting protests.49   

 

Israeli activists circulated calls for a solidarity protest on October 29 in Tel Aviv.50  

 

 
 1 https://twitter.com/RadioFarda_/status/1585999111475576834?s=20&t=AtuaXIMkwgiHtVw0z5wSXg; 
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1585953559853473794?s=20&t=_K-kidSSHQokiolV5Rj2pQ; 
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1585953259478732801?s=20&t=_K-kidSSHQokiolV5Rj2pQ;  
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586064570828951554?s=20&t=_K-kidSSHQokiolV5Rj2pQ; 
https://twitter.com/1500tasvir_en/status/1585946064632557568?s=20&t=IbrToOryA05SqunamYtmsA 
2 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1585927070235824128?s=20&t=_K-kidSSHQokiolV5Rj2pQ  
3 https://twitter.com/truskesadeghi/status/1585964138672562178?s=20&t=IbrToOryA05SqunamYtmsA ; 
https://twitter.com/1500tasvir_en/status/1585967876409856003?s=20&t=IbrToOryA05SqunamYtmsA  
4 https://twitter.com/netblocks/status/1585989091094560773?s=20&t=_K-kidSSHQokiolV5Rj2pQ  
 5 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1585922749767221248?s=20&t=_K-kidSSHQokiolV5Rj2pQ ;  
https://twitter.com/Dokhi_sag/status/1585960138715713536?s=20&t=r9co-b1BHMKJksrjNQ4gQg  
6 https://twitter.com/pouriazeraati/status/1585954416942800900?s=20&t=r9co-b1BHMKJksrjNQ4gQg; 
https://twitter.com/ksadjadpour/status/1585328960334094337?s=20&t=PEfluk1qPmlcET4IyEvtgg  
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https://twitter.com/Dokhi_sag/status/1585960138715713536?s=20&t=r9co-b1BHMKJksrjNQ4gQg
https://twitter.com/pouriazeraati/status/1585954416942800900?s=20&t=r9co-b1BHMKJksrjNQ4gQg
https://twitter.com/ksadjadpour/status/1585328960334094337?s=20&t=PEfluk1qPmlcET4IyEvtgg


   
 

   
 

 
7 https://twitter.com/mamadporii/status/1586056595586310145?s=20&t=r9co-b1BHMKJksrjNQ4gQg; 
https://twitter.com/Sssccpp/status/1585958533689851905?s=20&t=AtuaXIMkwgiHtVw0z5wSXg; 
https://twitter.com/Sima_Sabet/status/1585940632731779072?s=20&t=AtuaXIMkwgiHtVw0z5wSXg  
8 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1585985458282336256?s=20&t=PEfluk1qPmlcET4IyEvtgg  
9 https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran-crisis-update-october-27 ; 
https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran-crisis-update-october-23  
10 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1585985458282336256?s=20&t=usHadtYRk1yODLqj3RHUyg  
11 https://twitter.com/Majid25Heyran/status/1585867381980954625?s=20&t=sBq6g2mJzu91BVeM2oq94Q 
12 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586010777076617217?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA 
13 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586025525990113280?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA 
14 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1585967340897828865?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA 
15 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1585999231374229504?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA  
16 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586014566143533056  
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586014566143533056?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA  
17 https://twitter.com/ManotoNews/status/1586015833222172672?s=20&t=3b98sBlnto2iHyzg5lqE6w 
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586080993210949633?s=20&t=8JvY6EJRQu_QemFEKDCPaw 
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586079524755628032?s=20&t=8JvY6EJRQu_QemFEKDCPaw 
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586066287255355392?s=20&t=8JvY6EJRQu_QemFEKDCPaw  
18 https://twitter.com/ManotoNews/status/1586051539571036160?s=20&t=3b98sBlnto2iHyzg5lqE6w 
https://twitter.com/ManotoNews/status/1586052725179318272?s=20&t=3b98sBlnto2iHyzg5lqE6w 
19 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586012343082704896?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA 
https://twitter.com/1500tasvir/status/1586003056344588290?s=20&t=3b98sBlnto2iHyzg5lqE6w 
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586000646763089921?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA  
20 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586046582075494402?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA 
21 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1585954175694688256?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA; 
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1585968155460976643?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA; 
https://twitter.com/1500tasvir/status/1585954339365212165; 
https://twitter.com/1500tasvir/status/1585958920228638720 
22 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1585960837549678592?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA 
23 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586012479049564162?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA 
24 https://twitter.com/1500tasvir/status/1585943526335860737?s=20&t=3b98sBlnto2iHyzg5lqE6w; 
https://twitter.com/truskesadeghi/status/1585964138672562178; 
https://twitter.com/farzinkadkhodae/status/1585937782404710400; 
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586064570828951554?s=20&t=8JvY6EJRQu_QemFEKDCPaw; 
https://twitter.com/1500tasvir_en/status/1585983936114855936?s=20&t=3b98sBlnto2iHyzg5lqE6w; 
https://twitter.com/mamadporii/status/1586056595586310145?s=20&t=NjGJy-S4fXup_IfjJrknEQ  
25 https://twitter.com/LisaDaftari/status/1586104066928779264?s=20&t=8JvY6EJRQu_QemFEKDCPaw 
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586082264399876097?s=20&t=8JvY6EJRQu_QemFEKDCPaw 
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586047597017731073?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA  
26 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586069281934016514?s=20&t=8JvY6EJRQu_QemFEKDCPaw; 
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586022074136436736?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA 
27  https://twitter.com/Hengaw_English/status/1586082023382257664?s=20&t=8JvY6EJRQu_QemFEKDCPaw; 

https://twitter.com/MohamadAhwaze/status/1586067604996775939?s=20&t=3b98sBlnto2iHyzg5lqE6w 

28 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1585922533626638337?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA; 
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586045521168240641?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA; 
https://twitter.com/1500tasvir/status/1585961171005444096;  
https://twitter.com/ManotoNews/status/1586018976785924096?s=20&t=3b98sBlnto2iHyzg5lqE6w; 
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1585927558440185856?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA; 
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1585959381681610752?s=20&t=hd9RAUwm5OfUwWMiSnPnRA;  
29 https://twitter.com/DrAlakbarov/status/1585911652968448002?s=20&t=43uAaaJGMnJQj_UILFM0Mg 
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30 https://twitter.com/MojdehAmini2/status/1585852780303962112?s=20&t=i0ZUl-JETC4gPwdUrx7Xkw 
31 https://twitter.com/Mojahedineng/status/1585999829498478593?s=20&t=0-joCD_BXX-yWmm3i4WbBQ 
32 https://twitter.com/AnymousIran/status/1586038730720104448?s=20&t=3b98sBlnto2iHyzg5lqE6w 
33 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1585927558440185856?s=20&t=RvoPHGWshxA5vRoaCDG9sA; 
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34 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1586021031487365120?s=20&t=U02KquI1ejXvCOaJpr1r8w; 
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38 https://twitter.com/Tasnimnews_Fa/status/1585943020339625985?s=20&t=PEfluk1qPmlcET4IyEvtgg ; 
https://twitter.com/Tasnimnews_Fa/status/1585949390740807681?s=20&t=PEfluk1qPmlcET4IyEvtgg ; 
https://twitter.com/Tasnimnews_Fa/status/1585957908575301632?s=20&t=PEfluk1qPmlcET4IyEvtgg ; 
https://twitter.com/Tasnimnews_Fa/status/1585958923722403841?s=20&t=PEfluk1qPmlcET4IyEvtgg ; 
https://twitter.com/Tasnimnews_Fa/status/1585959160352342017?s=20&t=PEfluk1qPmlcET4IyEvtgg ; 
https://twitter.com/Tasnimnews_Fa/status/1585959867810041857?s=20&t=PEfluk1qPmlcET4IyEvtgg ; 
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