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The Iran Crisis Updates are produced by the Critical Threats Project (CTP) at
the American Enterprise Institute with support from the Institute for the
Study of War (ISW). To receive Iran Crisis Updates via email, please
subscribe here.

Protests may increase in the coming days to commemorate the regime’s
brutal crackdown in Zahedan, Sistan and Baluchistan Province on
September 30. November 9 marks the 40th day since security forces indiscriminately
shot and killed civilians, including children, as they gathered for Friday prayers and
protested in Zahedan on September 30.! Protester death tolls from that day range from
66 to 96, although the actual number could be higher.2 Iranian mourners and protesters
have regularly gathered for 40-day commemorations for killed demonstrators in recent
weeks and may do so again on November 9 for those killed in Zahedan.3 This
commemoration is primarily a Shia tradition, and most of Sistan and Baluchistan
Province’s population is Sunni. Protesters may still gather there and elsewhere
throughout Iran on November 9 in solidarity with the people of Zahedan. Protest
organizations have called for countrywide demonstrations, and especially in Zahedan, on
Friday, November 11 as well.4 Friday protests have become common across Sistan and
Baluchistan Province since the September 30 crackdown.5

[The following paragraph was also published in ISW’s Russian Offensive
Campaign Assessment, November 8.] Iranian state-run outlet Nour News
Agency reported that Russian National Security Council Secretary Nikolai
Patrushev arrived in Tehran on November 8, likely to discuss the potential
sale of Iranian ballistic missiles to Russia.® Nour News Agency announced
Patrushev’s arrival in an English-language tweet, stating Iranian Supreme National
Security Council (SNSC) Secretary Ali Shamkhani invited Patrushev and noted that
Patrushev will also meet with other high-ranking Iranian political and economic officials
to discuss Russo-Iranian cooperation.” Nour News Agency is affiliated with the SNSC.
The SNSC likely announced Patrushev’s arrival in Iran to highlight the deepening
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cooperation between Moscow and Tehran to an international audience (rather than
domestically), as well as to implicitly highlight that a high-ranking Russian official turned
to Iran for help in Ukraine. Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Quds Force
Commander Qassem Soleimani notably traveled to Moscow in 2015 to appeal to Russia
to intervene in the Syrian Civil War.8 Tehran is likely eager to publicly signal this
rebalancing of its strategic partnership with Moscow, especially to regional Iranian
adversaries with which the Kremlin occasionally cooperates such as Israel and Saudi
Arabia. Patrushev’s visit to Iran notably comes amid reports that the Iranian regime is
seeking Russian help with protest suppression, although it is unclear if this will be
discussed by Patrushev and his Iranian counterpart.9

Patrushev’s visit comes amid some domestic criticism of Iranian military support to
Russia. Masih Mohajeri—the editor of Iranian newspaper Jomhouri Eslami—criticized on
November 7 the regime’s decision to support the Kremlin.2o Mohajeri added that the
regime should have told Russia not to use Iranian drones in Ukraine. Mohajeri’s remarks
reflect the reservations among some in Iran about pursuing the strategic partnership with
Moscow that Supreme Ali Khamenei has supported.

Key Takeaways

* Protests may increase in the coming days to commemorate the
regime’s brutal crackdown in Zahedan, Sistan and Baluchistan
Province on September 30.

* Iranian state-run outlet Nour News Agency reported that Russian
National Security Council Secretary Nikolai Patrushev arrived in
Tehran on November 8, likely to discuss the potential sale of Iranian
ballistic missiles to Russia.

e At least 12 protests took place in nine cities across eight provinces.

* The Jaish al Adl spokesperson claimed that the regime crackdown in
Zahedan on September 30 has increased the group’s recruitment,
according to UK-based Midstone Centre.

e The IRGC may have deployed some of its Iraqi proxies to support the
protest crackdown.

e SNSC-affiliated Nour News Agency accused unnamed American and
Mossad officials of meeting with anti-regime Kurdish militant groups
in Iraqi Kurdistan over the past two months.

Anti-Regime Protests

At least 12 protests took place in nine cities across eight provinces on
November 8. CTP assesses with moderate to high confidence that protests occurred in
the locations below.




Note: CTP is using asterisks to denote protests that included mourners
commemorating killed protesters.

Karaj, Alborz Province (population: approximately 1,970,000)
e Several dozen likely high school students chanted “death to Khamenei,” “freedom,
freedom, freedom,” and other anti-regime slogans on Karaj streets.!!
Najafabad, Esfahan Province (population: approximately 293,275)
e Several dozen Azad University in Najafabad students protested on campus and
chanted anti-regime slogans.'2
Siahkal, Gilan Province (population: approximately 19,924)
e Security forces fired tear gas at an undetermined number of protesters on a
Siahkal street.13
*Marivan, Kurdistan Province (population: approximately 136,654)
e Approximately 50 protesters gathered at a cemetery in Marivan to memorialize
Nasrin Qadri, a protester killed by security forces on November 5.4
Tehran City, Tehran Province (population: approximately 8,700,000)
e Dozens of University of Science and Culture students protested on campus.*5
e Approximately two dozen University Beheshti students demonstrated on campus
to protest against security forces arresting students for participating in
protests.16
e 100-200 Sharif University students demonstrated on campus to protest against
the university suspending students that participated in protests.r”
e An undetermined number of Ershad-Damavand University students protested
and chanted “death to the dictator” on campus.:8

CTP assesses with low confidence that protests occurred in the locations below.

Sanandaj, Kurdistan Province (population: approximately 414,069)
e An undetermined number of protesters set fires in Sanandaj streets.19
Ahvaz, Khuzestan Province (population: approximately 1,185,000)
e A dozen likely high school students chanted “freedom, freedom, freedom” and
“death to the dictator.”°
Kermanshah City, Kermanshah Province (population: approximately
946,681)
e An undetermined number of protesters set fires and chanted “death to the
dictator” on a Kermanshabh street.2!
Gorgan, Golestan Province (population: approximately 350,676)
e Several dozen likely high school students chanted “freedom, freedom, freedom”
on school grounds.22
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Jaish al Adl spokesperson Hossein Baloch claimed that the regime
crackdown in Zahedan on September 30 has increased the group’s
recruitment, according to UK-based Midstone Centre.23 Jaish al Adl is a Salafi-
jihadi militant group operating around the Iran-Pakistan border. CTP cannot verify this
report. Jaish al Adl has called for armed resistance against the regime and expressed
support for the protests in recent weeks, as CTP previously reported.24

The IRGC may have deployed some of its Iraqi proxies to support the protest
crackdown. Five buses carrying Iraqi militants crossed the border into Iran from Iraq
on November 6, according to a UK-based human rights organization.25 The Iraqi militants
allegedly traveled through the Mehran border crossing, which is also the location of a
prominent IRGC Quds Force headquarters that oversees some operations in Iraq.26 CTP
cannot verify the reports of Iraqi militants traveling to Iran.

SNSC-affiliated Nour News Agency accused unnamed American and Mossad
officials of meeting with anti-regime Kurdish militant groups in Iraqi
Kurdistan over the past two months on November 8.27 Nour News Agency
claimed that these parties met to plan operations against the regime.

Intelligence and Security Minister Esmail Khatib threatened the UK for
hosting anti-regime outlet Iran International on November 8.28 Khatib added
that the regime now views communicating with Iran International as cooperating with



terrorists and threatening national security. Khatib’s remarks follow reports of an IRGC
threat to two British-Iranian journalists working for Iran International in London. The
London Metropolitan Police informed them that the IRGC posed an “imminent, credible,
and significant [threat] to their lives and those of their families.”29

IRGC-affiliated Tasnim News Agency reported on November 8 that the IRGC
Intelligence Organization has used drones to support the suppression of
political dissent.3° Tasnim News Agency published a video boasting about the IRGC
Intelligence Organization’s use of drones to identify and arrest disaffected citizens in
Kouh Chenar, Fars Province.

Armed Forces General Staff spokesperson Brigadier General Abol Fazl
Shekarchi emphasized the need for the regime to communicate its ideology
and narratives to Iranian youth via the media on November 8.3' Shekarchi
accused the US of conducting a hybrid war against the Islamic Republic to create societal
divisions and unrest. He added that pro-regime journalists are on the frontline fighting
against the United States’ “soft war” against Iran. The Iranians use this term, “soft war,”
to refer to the West’s perceived use of nonmilitary means, such as economic and
psychological pressure and information operations, to erode the regime’s legitimacy,
cultivate domestic opposition, and propagate Western values in Iran. Shekarchi made
these remarks while meeting with media officials in Bushehr Province.

Economic Affairs and Finance Minister Ehsan Khandouzi stated on
November 8 that the protests have contributed to the depreciation of the
Iranian rial. The Iranian rial dropped to an all-time low of around 366,500 to the US
dollar on November 7.32 Khandouzi stated that the Central Bank of Iran will try to stabilize
the rial in the coming days, possibly by injecting hard currencies such as the dollar into
the market.

Axis of Resistance and Regional Developments
There was nothing significant to report today.
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