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[Correction: A previous version of this update incorrectly recorded a protest in Javanroud,
Kermanshah Province on January 8. CTP mistakenly used old protest footage and is revising this
update to exclude Javanroud. We have updated our text and map to fix this error.]

Protest activity increased significantly on January 8 —in line with the calls from protest
organizers for countrywide demonstrations to commemorate the three-year anniversary
of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) shooting down of a Ukrainian civilian
airplane. These protests are the most that CTP has reported in a single day since December 5, 2022.1
Protests have seen reduced turnout in recent weeks, likely in part due to the discordant messaging and
internal fissures within the protest movement.2 But protest coordinators and organizations aligned at
least in their calls for countrywide demonstrations on January 8, demonstrating that they can still
generate substantial turnout, especially when their messaging is coherent and consistent.

The Iranian regime has reaffirmed its aggressive and hardline stance toward the protests
and calls for social reform, which could enflame political dissent further. Social media
accounts have reported that the Judiciary plans to execute two more protesters—one 19-years-old and
the other 22-years-old—on January 9.3 Protest organizers have called for gatherings outside the Rajaei
Shahr prison in Karaj, Alborz Province—where the two protesters are being held—and social media
users have reported that crowds have begun to form.4 The Supreme Cultural Revolution separately
reiterated its support for the mandatory hijab law in a long-expected statement on the subject on
January 8.5 The council argued that veiling promotes sexual equality and condemned the West for
allowing “nudity and promiscuity.” The council also repeated Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei’s
argument that the regime should continue to enforce the hijab requirement but tolerate women who
only veil partially.® Prosecutor General Mohammad Javad Montazeri previously stated that Parliament
and the Supreme Cultural Revolution Council would issue an opinion on the hijab requirement by
December 16.7 The regime published no such opinion until now, suggesting Iranian authorities delayed
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issuing their opinion in support of the mandatory hijab law until they felt that the protest movement
has lost sufficient momentum to avoid public backlash.

Key Takeaways

Protest activity increased significantly—in line with the calls from protest
organizers for countrywide demonstrations to commemorate the three-year
anniversary of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) shooting down of a
Ukrainian civilian airplane.

At least 26 protests occurred in 16 cities across 12 provinces. This protest count
does not include the situation at the Rajaei Shahr prison in Karaj, Alborz Province,
which is ongoing at the time of this writing.

The Iranian regime has reaffirmed its aggressive and hardline stance toward the
protests and calls for social reform, which could enflame political dissent further.
Unidentified gunmen clashed with the Law Enforcement Command (LEC) in
Khash, Khuzestan Province.

An unidentified gunman shot and killed an employee of Allameh Tabatabaei
University in Tehran.

Anti-Regime Protests

At least 26 protests occurred in 16 cities across 12 provinces on January 8. This protest
count does not include the situation at the Rajaei Shahr prison in Karaj, Alborz Province, which is
ongoing at the time of this writing. CTP will cover this item in our update on January 9. CTP assesses
with moderate to high confidence that protests occurred in the following locations:

Karaj, Alborz Province$

Size: Undetermined
Notes: Reports of audible gunfire throughout the city

Esfahan City, Esfahan Province?

Size: Small

Najaf Abad, Esfahan Province!°

Size: Medium

Ghazvin City, Ghazvin Province

Size: Small

Bandar-e Anzali, Gilan Province:2

Size: Undetermined
Demographic: Mourners



e Regime Repression: Security forces fired tear gas at protesters
e Notes: 40-day commemoration ceremony for killed protester Mehran Samak

Bandar-e Abbas, Hormozgan Province!3

e Size: Small
e Protester Activity: Fire lit in street

Dashti, Hormozgan Province4
e Size: Small
Mashhad, Khorasan Razavi Province!s

e Size: Small
e Notes: Social media users recorded sounds of gunfire throughout the city

Saghez, Kurdistan Province

e Size: Medium

e Demographic: Mourners

e Notes: Protesters gathered at a local cemetery to mourn the victims of downed Ukrainian civilian
aircraft

Sanandaj, Kurdistan Province!”

e Size: Undetermined
e Protester Activity: Fires lit in street
e Notes: Two clips show unidentified assailant throwing explosives in street

Arak, Markazi Province!8
e Size: Small

Babol, Mazandaran Province!9

e Size: Undetermined

Shahed Shahr, Tehran Provincez°

e Size: Medium
e Notes: Protesters held pictures of the victims of downed PS752 aircraft

Tehran City, Tehran Province2!

e Size: Small
e Location: Sattar Khan (District 2)

Tehran City, Tehran Provincez22



e Size: Small
e Location: Enghelaab Street

Tehran City, Tehran Province23

e Size: Small
e Demographic: Tehran University students
e Regime Repression: Security forces beat and violently arrested at least one protester

Tehran City, Tehran Province24

e Size: Small
e Demographic: Soureh University students

Tehran City, Tehran Province25

e Size: Small
e Demographic: Shahid Beheshti University Students

Tehran City, Tehran Provincez6
e Size: Undetermined
e Location: In a Tehran subway station

Tehran City, Tehran Province2”
e Size: Undetermined
e Location: Shariati Street (Districts 1, 3, and 7)

Tehran City, Tehran Province28
e Size: Small
e Location: Haft Hoz, Tehran Pars (District 8)
e Regime Repression: Security forces threw tear gas at protesters

Tehran City, Tehran Province29
e Size: Small
e Location: Ekbatan (District 5)

Mahabad, West Azerbaijan Provinces3®°

e Size: Small
e Demographic: Mourners
e Notes: Protesters gathered at a local cemetery to mourn the victims of downed PS752 aircraft

CTP assesses with low confidence that protests occurred in the following locations:



Abdanan, Ilam Province3t
e Size: Undetermined
e Protester Activity: Fires lit in street

Saghez, Kurdistan Province32

e Size: Undetermined
e Protester Activity: Fires lit in street

Mahabad, West Azerbaijan Province33

e Size: Undetermined
e Protester Activity: Fires lit in street

NOTE: CTP defines small protests as fewer than 100 individuals, medium protests as
between 100 and 1,000, and large protests as over 1,000.

Unidentified gunmen clashed with the Law Enforcement Command (LEC) in Khash,
Khuzestan Province on January 8.34 The LEC killed two armed individuals.

An unidentified gunman shot and killed an employee of Allameh Tabatabaei University
in Tehran on January 8.35 Tasnim News Agency reported that unidentified individuals previously
tried to assassinate the employee two months prior.

Interior Minister Ahmad Vahidi denied that the regime uses plainclothes security and
intelligence officers on January 8.36 Vahidi asserted that security officers wear distinctive
uniforms when working. Vahidi’'s comments contradict repeated footage documenting plainclothes
officers violently arresting, beating, and shooting protesters.37

Deputy Parliament Speaker Ali Nikzad blamed protesters for ongoing, regime-imposed
internet restrictions on January 8.38 Nikzad claimed that users who had “incorrectly” used the
internet to participate in protests forced the regime to impose countrywide censorship measures. A
VPN review website recently reported that Iranian internet outages in 2022 resulted in a cumulative
loss of $773 million.39

Axis of Resistance and Regional Developments
There was nothing significant to report today.
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