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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 

updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a 

computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool. 

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion 

of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces 

daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive 

monthly. 

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:30pm ET on August 9. ISW will cover 

subsequent reports in the August 10 Russian Offensive Campaign 

Assessment. [NOTE: Russian sources are currently shifting much of their reporting to cover the 

Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast and as a result are not providing the same level of detail about 

the situation along the frontline in Ukraine.] 

  

Russian sources claimed on August 9 that Ukrainian forces advanced further east in 

Kursk Oblast but are likely no longer operating as far north or as far west as Russian 

sources previously claimed on August 8. A Russian milblogger claimed on August 9 that 

Ukrainian forces conducted another cross-border incursion northeast of Sumy City and advanced 

towards Kucherov (roughly one kilometer from the international border) but have not entered the 

settlement.[1] A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces in Kursk Oblast advanced as far east 

as Plekhovo (southeast of Sudzha) on the left bank of the Psyol River.[2] ISW is recessing the claimed 

limit of Ukrainian advances up to Snagost (south of Korenevo), given that a Russian milblogger claimed 

on August 8 that Russian forces began clearing the settlement.[3] ISW is also recessing the claimed 

limit of Ukrainian advances to the northern outskirts of Malaya Loknya (northwest of Sudzha and 

roughly 13 kilometers from the international border) as Russian milbloggers claimed on August 9 that 

Russian forces counterattacked near the settlement.[4]  

Geolocated footage published on August 9 indicates that Ukrainian forces were recently operating west 

of Sudzha, within the settlement, north of Sudzha near Kazachya Loknya, and northeast of Leonidovo 

(northwest of Sudzha and roughly 10 kilometers from the international border) and in 

Dmitriukov.[5] Russian milbloggers continued to issue contradictory statements about Ukrainian 

positions in Sudzha (northeast of Sumy City and roughly 10 kilometers from the international border), 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://understandingwar.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/3dviewer/index.html?appid=1602762dbcde419bb957dea358449580
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895
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however. A Russian source claimed that Ukrainian forces are not operating within Sudzha, whereas 

another source claimed that Ukrainian forces are located in the settlement but cannot operate 

freely.[6] Other Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces partially control Sudzha and that 

the town is a contested "gray zone."[7] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces are also 

operating northeast of Sudzha near Martynovka; north of Sudzha near Vtoroy Knyazhiy, Ivnitsa, 

Zaoleshenka, Russkoye Porechnoye (16 kilometers from the international border); and west of Sudzha 

near Goncharovka.[8] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces control the area near Korenevo 

(north of Sumy City and roughly 23 kilometers north of the international border) and denied reports of 

fighting on the settlement's outskirts.[9] The Russian milblogger claimed on August 8 that Ukrainian 

forces control Novoivanovka (southeast of Korenevo) and Lyubimovka (southeast of 

Korenevo).[10] Another Russian source claimed on August 9, however, that Russian forces regained 

lost positions in Novoivanovka and Leonidovo.[11] A Russian source claimed that there is no 

confirmation of Ukrainian forces operating in Kromskiy Byki (30 kilometers from the international 

border and 13 kilometers south of Lgov), and the vast majority of Russian reporting about Kursk Oblast 

on August 9 is not consistent with previous claims that mobile Ukrainian groups were operating beyond 

20 kilometers into Kursk Oblast.[12] 

Ukrainian forces reportedly struck a Russian military convoy east of Rylsk near 

Oktyabrskoye, Kursk Oblast. Geolocated footage published on August 9 shows the aftermath of the 

strike and destroyed Russian trucks along the 38K-017 highway.[13] Russian and Ukrainian sources 

stated that there were 14 Ural and KAMAZ covered trucks carrying Russian reserves intended to 

reinforce Russian forces in Kursk Oblast and that the strike likely killed several Russian personnel 

traveling in the trucks.[14] Russian sources suggested that the column may have been transporting 

personnel from the Russian Northern Grouping of Forces' 44th Army Corps (Leningrad Military 

District) or the "Pyatnashka" Brigade.[15] Russian milbloggers theorized about which weapons system 

Ukraine may have used to conduct this strike, although ISW is not prepared to comment on which 

system Ukraine may have used during the strike. 
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The Russian military command appears to be relying on existing units deployed to the 

international border area and readily available forces in the rear, most of which are units 

staffed with conscripts and irregular forces, to address the ongoing Ukrainian incursion 

into Kursk Oblast. These units would likely be the first to respond even if the Russian 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/UAF%20Kursk%20Incursion%20August%209%2C%202024.png
https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/UAF%20Kursk%20Incursion%20August%209%2C%202024.png
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military command has decided to transfer additional, more experienced units from 

elsewhere in the theater. The Russian military command may currently be resisting 

operational pressures to redeploy forces from other operational directions to prevent 

the Ukrainian incursion from disrupting Russian offensive operations in eastern 

Ukraine. The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on August 9 that it sent additional multiple 

launch rocket systems (MLRS), artillery, and heavy tracked vehicles to strengthen forces in Sudzha 

Raion, and Russian milbloggers amplified footage showing additional Russian forces arriving in Kursk 

Oblast.[16] Russian Minister of Emergency Situations Alexander Kurenkov ordered additional forces 

and resources from the Tula Oblast rescue center to deploy to Kursk Oblast to assist with de-mining 

and civilian evacuations.[17] Russian conscripts, FSB border guards, and elements of Chechen 

"Akhmat" Spetsnaz units operating under the Russian MoD were reportedly operating in Kursk Oblast 

as of the beginning of the Ukrainian incursion.[18] The Russian military command has reportedly 

transferred forces from unspecified operational reserves, additional units staffed by conscripts, 

Spetsnaz (Main Intelligence Directorate of the Russian General Staff [GRU]), Special Operations Forces 

(SSO), additional Chechen "Akhmat" Spetsnaz operating under the Russian MoD, and the 1st Donetsk 

People's Republic Army Corps (DNR AC) and former Wagner Group personnel to unspecified areas of 

Kursk Oblast to defend against further Ukrainian advances and retake territory.[19] A Kremlin-

affiliated Russian milblogger claimed that the Russian military command has tasked Russian Spetsnaz 

and SSO forces with "clearing" the breakthrough zone and pushing Ukrainian forces back across the 

international border, and several Russian milbloggers expressed confidence that Russian Spetsnaz 

forces are likely the most capable Russian forces to respond to Ukrainian mechanized 

maneuver.[20] The Kremlin-affiliated milblogger also claimed that the Russian military command has 

transferred reserves of the Russian Africa Corps to Kursk Oblast from Krasnodar Krai, though ISW is 

unable to verify this claim. 

Other irregular Russian forces, including those previously deployed to other areas of the frontline, are 

also reportedly arriving in Kursk Oblast. Elements of the DNR's irregular forces, including the "Dikaya 

Division of Donbas" and the "Pyatnashka" Brigade, reportedly arrived in Kursk Oblast following 

offensive operations in Donetsk Oblast.[21] The Wagner Group Commanders' Council issued a 

statement on August 9 declaring Wagner's willingness to deploy to the Kursk Oblast border area "at the 

first call," and Russian milbloggers claimed that unspecified former Wagner personnel have begun to 

arrive in Kursk Oblast.[22] Russian milbloggers claimed that elements of the Chechen "Akhmat" 

Spetsnaz are operating throughout Kursk Oblast, including in Bolshoye Soldatskoye, and elements of 

the Chechen "Aida" Detachment are operating near Sudzha.[23] Elements of the Russian SSO are 

reportedly also operating throughout Kursk Oblast's border areas, including near Sudzha.[24] Chechen 

"Akhmat" Spetsnaz Commander Apty Alaudinov is reportedly in Kursk Oblast to oversee the Chechen 

forces, and Alaudinov expressed confidence on August 9 that the Russian military has sufficient forces 

and resources to stop Ukrainian advances in Kursk Oblast, although it is unclear if the Russian military 

command intends to transfer additional, more combat effective and well-equipped forces to the border 

area.[25] 

The Russian military command may currently be transferring more experienced and 

better-provisioned frontline units from eastern or southern Ukraine to Kursk Oblast, but 

it would likely take additional time for such units to arrive in Kursk Oblast. One Russian 

milblogger claimed on August 9 that elements of the Russian Northern Grouping of Force's 44th Army 
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Corps (Leningrad Military District) are operating near Rylsk, however, suggesting that the Russian 

military command may be transferring elements that the Northern Grouping of Forces accumulated for 

its offensive operation in northern Kharkiv Oblast to respond to the Ukrainian operation in Kursk 

Oblast.[26] This milblogger's claim, if accurate, would suggest that the Russian military command is 

assessing Ukraine's operation to be more significant. Significant redeployments of elements of the 

Northern Grouping of Forces to Kursk Oblast would suggest that the Russian military command has 

determined that disruptions to the offensive operation in northern Kharkiv Oblast is a necessary 

sacrifice to appropriately respond to the Ukrainian incursion while avoiding redeployments from more 

priority sectors of the frontline.[27] Larger Russian re-deployments from frontline areas will likely be 

slower, and more combat-effective frontline units could begin to arrive in Kursk Oblast in the coming 

days.  

Ukrainian forces conducted strikes against a Russian military airfield in Lipetsk Oblast 

and other Russian military targets in occupied Crimea and Donetsk Oblast on August 

9. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces struck warehouses storing glide bombs 

and other facilities at the Lipetsk military airfield near Lipetsk City.[28] Russian sources amplified 

footage of explosions at the airfield, and satellite imagery collected on August 9 shows that the 

Ukrainian strikes destroyed several ammunition warehouses at the airfield.[29] The Ukrainian General 

Staff noted that Russian forces base Russian Su-34, Su-35, and MiG-31 fixed-wing aircraft at the Lipetsk 

airfield, and Russian forces debated whether Russian aircraft preemptively took off to avoid the strikes 

or were present at the time of the Ukrainian strikes.[30] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that 

Ukrainian forces also targeted Russian anti-aircraft missile units in an unspecified location in occupied 

Donetsk Oblast and struck two radars for S-350 air defense systems and a radar for an S-300 air defense 

system.[31] The Ukrainian General Staff clarified that it confirmed the destruction of one radar for a 

Russian S-350 air defense system but is verifying the results of the strikes on the other two 

radars.[32] Russian sources, including Sevastopol occupation governor Mikhail Razvozhaev, claimed 

that the Russian force shot down a Ukrainian Neptune anti-ship missile and up to five aerial drones 

and destroyed seven naval drones targeting occupied Crimea, particularly near Sevastopol.[33] 

Russian forces are reportedly increasing the use of chemical agents in Ukraine in 

continued apparent violations of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), to which 

Russia is a signatory. The Ukrainian Support Forces Command reported on August 9 that Russian 

forces in Ukraine are increasing their use of chemical attacks and are largely using K-51 and RG-VO 

hand gas grenades with riot control agents (RCAS) that are prohibited by the Chemical Weapons 

Convention (CWC). Ukrainian officials reported that Russian forces used chemical agents and possibly 

weapons 358 times in July 2024 and 3570 times from February 15, 2023, to July 24, 2024.[34] 

The US Department of Defense (DoD) announced a new military assistance package 

worth $125 million for Ukraine on August 9. The military assistance package is the 63rd tranche 

provided from DoD inventories for Ukraine since August 2021 and includes ammunition for HIMARS 

systems; 155mm and 105mm artillery ammunition; Stinger missiles; Javelin and AT-4 anti-tank 

systems; Tube-Launched, Optically-Tracked, Wire-Guided (TOW) anti-tank guided missiles; multi-

purpose radars; HMMWV multi-purpose wheeled vehicles; small arms ammunition; explosive 

munitions; and additional equipment and munitions.[35] 
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Russian authorities have passed several laws aimed at preventing Russians from using 

telecommunications services or anonymously operating prominent social media 

channels amid intensified efforts to coerce Russians away from Western social media 

platforms. Russian President Vladimir Putin approved a law on August 8 compelling owners of social 

media channels with over 10,000 followers to register their personal details with Russian federal censor 

Roskomnadzor starting on November 1.[36] This law also contains a provision limiting the number of 

registered SIM cards per person to 20 for Russian citizens and 10 for foreigners and stateless persons 

as well as forbidding people in Russia to pay for communications services in cash or other untraceable 

methods.[37] These new laws are part of the Kremlin's ongoing campaign to codify pro-Kremlin 

behavioral norms in the information space into Russian law and establish a standard for acceptable 

behavior among populations whose behavior has recently threatened the Kremlin, as ISW has 

previously reported.[38] Roskomnadzor announced on August 9 that it blocked the Signal encrypted 

messaging service for violating Russian law, and Russians are already reporting that they cannot access 

the service.[39] Russians are also increasingly reporting severe speed throttling and an inability to 

access YouTube following recent acknowledgments that the Russian government is throttling 

YouTube's speeds, likely to push Russians to use deanonymized, Kremlin-controlled social media sites 

that the Kremlin can more easily exert influence.[40]  

Key Takeaways: 

• Russian sources claimed on August 9 that Ukrainian forces advanced further east 

in Kursk Oblast but are likely no longer operating as far north or as far west as 

Russian sources previously claimed on August 8. 

• Ukrainian forces reportedly struck a Russian military convoy east of Rylsk near 

Oktyabrskoye, Kursk Oblast. 

• The Russian military command appears to be relying on existing units deployed to 

the international border area and readily available forces in the rear, most of 

which are units staffed with conscripts and irregular forces, to address the ongoing 

Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast. 

• These units would likely be the first to respond even if the Russian military 

command has decided to transfer additional, more experienced units from 

elsewhere in the theater. 

• The Russian military command may currently be resisting operational pressures 

to redeploy forces from other operational directions to prevent the Ukrainian 

incursion from disrupting Russian offensive operations in eastern Ukraine. 

• The Russian military command may currently be transferring more experienced 

and better-provisioned frontline units from eastern or southern Ukraine to Kursk 

Oblast, but it would likely take additional time for such units to arrive in Kursk 

Oblast. 
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• Ukrainian forces conducted strikes against a Russian military airfield in Lipetsk 

Oblast and other Russian military targets in occupied Crimea and Donetsk Oblast 

on August 9. 

• Russian forces recently made confirmed advances near Chasiv Yar, Toretsk, and 

Pokrovsk. 

• The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) continues to posture itself as providing 

sufficient medical care to Russian servicemembers. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-

covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 

humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.   

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCOT%20August%209%2C%202024.png
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• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border 

with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Russian Technological Adaptations 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

• Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts 

• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 

 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push 

Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach 

to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)  

Russian forces reportedly seized border settlements northwest of Kharkiv City in Sumy and Kharkiv 

oblasts on August 9, but ISW has yet to observe confirmation of Russian gains in these areas. Russian 

milbloggers claimed that Russian forces, including elements of the Chechen Akhmat "Aida" Spetsnaz 

detachment, conducted assaults near Sotnytskyi Kozachok, Kharkiv Oblast and seized the settlement 

and also pushed Ukrainian forces out of Lukashivka, Sumy Oblast.[41] Russian forces have recently 

conducted small sabotage and reconnaissance activities in border areas northwest of Kharkiv City in 

Kharkiv and Sumy oblasts, but Russian sources may be amplifying these reports to distract from the 

Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast.[42] 

Russian forces continued offensive operations north of Kharkiv City near Hlyboke and northeast of 

Kharkiv City near Vovchansk on August 8 and 9, but there were no confirmed changes to the 

frontline.[43] The Ukrainian Kharkiv Group of Forces reported on August 9 that elements of the 

Russian 153rd Tank Regiment (47th Tank Division, 1st Guards Tank Army [GTA], Moscow Military 

District [MMD]) are operating within Vovchansk and that elements of the 155th Naval Infantry Brigade 

(Pacific Fleet, Eastern Military District [EMD]) are operating near Hlyboke.[44] 
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https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%209%2C%202024.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on August 

9, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that 

Russian forces attacked northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka; east of Kupyansk near Petropavlivka; 

southeast of Kupyansk near Tabaivka and in the direction of Hlushivka; northwest of Kreminna near 

Nevske, and Makiivka; west of Kreminna near Terny; and southwest of Kreminna in the Serebryanske 

forest area on August 8 and 9.[45] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vovchansk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%209%2C%202024.png


12  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

 

 

 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%209%2C%202024.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

The Ukrainian General Staff reported on August 8 and 9 that Russian forces continued ground attacks 

northeast of Siversk near Bilohorivka; east of Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske; and southeast of Siversk 

near Spirne, Ivano-Darivka, and Vyimka.[46] 

Russian forces recently marginally advanced in and near Chasiv Yar amid continued offensive 

operations in the area on August 9. Geolocated footage published on August 9 indicates that Russian 

forces recently marginally advanced along Lisova Street within Kalynivka (north of Chasiv Yar) and 

further west of the Siverskyi Donets-Donbas canal in Zhovtnevyi Microraion (eastern Chasiv 

Yar).[47] Russian forces continued offensive operations in Novyi Microraion in eastern Chasiv Yar; east 

of Chasiv Yar near Ivanivka; and south of Chasiv Yar near Stupochky, Bila Hora, and Dyliivka on August 

8 and 9.[48] 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations near Toretsk on August 9, but there were no confirmed 

changes to the frontline. Geolocated footage published on August 9 indicates that Russian forces 

recently advanced to Horlivska Street in central Niu York (south of Toretsk).[49] Russian forces 

attacked east of Toretsk near Pivnichne and Zalizne and southwest of Toretsk near Panteleymonivka 

on August 8 and 9.[50] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Chasiv%20Yar%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%209%2C%202024.png
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Russian forces recently advanced east of Pokrovsk amid continued offensive operations in the area on 

August 9. Geolocated footage published on August 9 indicates that Russian forces recently advanced 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Toretsk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%209%2C%202024.png
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west of Novooleksandrivka and within Ivanivka (both east of Pokrovsk).[51] A Russian milblogger 

reiterated claims that Russian forces advanced north of Serhiivka (southeast of Pokrovsk) and entered 

the eastern outskirts of Hrodivka (east of Porkovsk), but ISW has not observed visual confirmation of 

these claims.[52] A Russian source claimed that Russian forces are operating 10 kilometers from 

Pokrovsk, but ISW has only observed evidence to confirm that Russian forces have advanced within 17 

kilometers of Pokrovsk.[53] Russian forces also attacked east of Pokrovsk near Vozdvyzhenka, 

Lysychne, and Ivanivka and southeast of Pokrovsk near Zhelanne, Novoselivka Persha, Yasnobrodivka, 

and Karlivka on August 8 and 9.[54] 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations west of Donetsk City near Krasnohorivka and southwest 

of Donetsk City near Paraskoviivka, Kostyantynivka, and Vodyane on August 8 and 9, but there were 

no confirmed changes to the frontline.[55] Elements of the Russian 1st "Slavic" Motorized Rifle Brigade 

(1st Donetsk People's Republic Army Corps [DNR AC]) are reportedly operating in the Donetsk 

direction (west and southwest of Donetsk City).[56] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/East%20of%20Pokrovsk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%209%2C%202024.png
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Russian forces continued ground attacks in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area, including 

southeast of Velyka Novosilka near Vuhledar, on August 8 and 9.[57] A Russian milblogger claimed 

that Russian forces advanced several hundred meters north of Urozhaine (south of Velyka Novosilka), 

but ISW has not observed confirmation of this claim.[58] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%209%2C%202024.png
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 

positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Positional fighting continued in western Zaporizhia Oblast near Robotyne, east of Robotyne near 

Verbove, and northeast of Robotyne near Mala Tokmachka on August 8 and 9.[59] 

 

Ukrainian forces landed on the Kinburn Spit and conducted a raid in the area on August 9. Ukraine's 

Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported that GUR units landed on the Kinburn Spit and 

destroyed six Russian armored vehicles and wounded and killed several dozen Russian personnel in 

the area.[60] GUR posted geolocated footage of GUR personnel raising a Ukrainian flag at a position 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%209%2C%202024.png
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on the Kinburn Spit, but it is unlikely that the GUR personnel have maintained an enduring presence 

at these positions given the GUR's description of the landing as a raid.[61] Russian sources, including 

the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD), claimed that up to 16 Ukrainian personnel conducted an 

unsuccessful landing near the Kinburn Spit with four watercraft and that Russian forces destroyed 

several of the watercraft and repelled Ukrainian forces from the Kinburn Spit following small arms 

engagements on land.[62] 
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https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%209%2C%202024_0.png
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military 

and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline) 

Russian forces conducted a series of drone and missile strikes targeting Ukraine on the night of August 

8 to 9. Ukrainian Air Force Commander Lieutenant General Mykola Oleshchuk reported that Russian 

forces launched 27 Shahed-136/131 drones from Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai and that 

Ukrainian forces shot down all the drones over Kyiv, Poltava, Sumy, Mykolaiv, Kherson, Donetsk, and 

Dnipropetrovsk oblasts.[63] Russian forces struck a supermarket in Kostyantynivka, Donetsk Oblast 

on August 9, reportedly with a Kh-38ML air-to-surface missile, and Ukrainian officials stated that the 

strike killed at least 11 people.[64] A Russian news outlet claimed that a Russian Iskander missile strike 

against a Ukrainian headquarters in northern Kharkiv Oblast killed several Ukrainian generals on the 

night of August 6 to 7, although ISW has not observed wider reporting or confirmation of this claim.[65] 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 

power without conducting general mobilization) 

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) continues to posture itself as providing sufficient medical care 

to Russian servicemembers. Deputy Defense Minister Anna Tsivileva inspected the construction of a 

new hospital in Samara City on August 9.[66] The Russian MoD has repeatedly highlighted Tsivileva's 

visits to medical institutions following complaints from Russian ultranationalists that the Russian MoD 

is providing inadequate medical care to injured soldiers and improperly returning injured personnel to 

service, including fighting on the frontline.[67] 

Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a law on August 8 simplifying the process to transfer weapons 

that Russian law enforcement has confiscated to the Russian MoD, Rosgvardia, and other state 

paramilitary organizations for use in Ukraine.[68] Russian State Duma "Special Military Operation" 

Working Group Chairperson Andrei Turchak previously stated that 70,000 of the 250,000 seized 

firearms held at Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD) regional offices in Russia are 

functional.[69] 

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological 

innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine) 

Russian sources claimed on July 29 and 30 that Russian servicemembers fighting in Ukraine started 

using AGS-17 and AGS-30 automatic grenade launchers with the "DS-T4" sights that have ballistic 

computer support.[70] The sight reportedly includes a laser rangefinder and ballistic calculator that 

allows the grenade launcher to calculate trajectory and receive information about necessary corrections. 

Russian aircraft manufacturer Yakovlev claimed on August 9 that it will begin flight tests of a Russian 

MS-21 airplane produced entirely with import substitution components before the end of 2024.[71] 

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense 

industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and 

international partners) 

ISW is not publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts today. 



23  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 

control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 

sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

Russian authorities continue to detain Ukrainians in occupied Ukraine who then go missing. The 

Ukrainian global initiative Tribunal for Putin (T4P) has identified 5,340 victims of forced 

disappearance whom Russian authorities have detained and whose whereabouts are unknown in 

occupied Ukraine as of July 30.[72] T4P reported that Russian authorities have conducted two waves 

of forced disappearances in Ukraine. The first wave was immediately following the full-scale invasion 

where Russian authorities followed pre-drafted lists and detained Ukrainian politicians, volunteers, 

public figures, human rights advocates, journalists, and others who could oppose Russian occupation. 

Russian authorities conducted the second wave of forced disappearances based on individual reports 

of suspicion about specific individuals, such as suspecting residents of photographing Russian military 

equipment. T4P noted that these individuals may stay missing for years, as Russian authorities do not 

provide any information to relatives and do not include the missing persons in lists of prisoners or 

deceased. T4P noted that roughly four percent (about 160) of the forced disappearance cases involve 

Ukrainian children. Ukrainian Mariupol Mayoral Advisor Petro Andryushchenko reported on August 8 

that Russian authorities have arrested at least 10,000 citizens of Mariupol since February 2022 and 

that up to 100 Ukrainians who express pro-Ukrainian sentiments disappear from occupied Mariupol 

per month during Russian detention.[73] 

Russian authorities continue to Russify Ukrainian children and forcibly transport them to Russian 

territory under the guise of educational and other programs. The Russian Ministry of Culture reported 

on August 6 that more than 1,750 Ukrainian children from occupied Ukraine have visited Moscow as 

part of the "Cultural Map 4+85" cultural and educational program in Summer 2024.[74] The Russian 

Ministry of Culture noted that the "Cultural Map 4+8" program aims to host over 10,000 Ukrainian 

children at cultural and historical sites in cities across Russia and that Russian authorities will send 

more than 700 Ukrainian children to Moscow for this program in Summer 2024. Kherson Oblast 

occupation chairperson Andrey Alekseenko claimed on August 8 that roughly 2,100 Ukrainian children 

from occupied Kherson Oblast have gone to Russian children's health camps throughout the country 

and that the occupation administration will send another 1,000 Ukrainian children to these camps by 

the end of 2024.[75] 

Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

Russian sources sought to reinforce the narrative that Russia is a global superpower and the dominant 

member of the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) amid the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk 

Oblast. The First Deputy Chairman of the Russian State Duma’s Committee on the Commonwealth of 

Independent States (CIS) Affairs Konstantin Zatulin stated on August 9 that Russia does not intend to 

seek help from partners in the CSTO following the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast because 

Russia is the dominant power in the CSTO and does not need assistance within its territory.[76] A 

Russian milblogger questioned the utility of the CSTO on August 7 claiming that Russia would not ask 

for assistance from partner states despite spending money and diplomatic resources on CSTO 

development.[77] 
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The Russian government continues to charge former Ukrainian officials in absentia on fabricated 

charges as part of its ongoing efforts to enforce Russian federal law outside of Russia's jurisdiction and 

justify Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine. The Russian Investigative Committee charged in absentia 

former Ukrainian National Guard First Deputy Commander Oleksandr Kryvenko and former Ukrainian 

Main Military Intelligence Directorate Head Yuriy Pavlov on August 9 for the deaths of civilians and 

destruction of infrastructure in occupied Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts from 2014-2015.[78] 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 

Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 

Group activity in Belarus) 

Nothing significant to report. 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 

available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 

reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 

geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 

in the endnotes of each update. 
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