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The Lukashenko regime began a new phase in its crackdown by starting to disperse and arrest protesters and
conduct targeted arrests against opposition leaders in Minsk for the first time since August 19. Belarusian
authorities detained Minsk Tractor Works (MTZ) strike leader Sergei Dvlevsky and opposition leader Olga
Kovalkova — both members of opposition leader Svitlana Tikanouskaya’s Coordination Council — on August 24.
Belarusian security forces also detained Alexander Lavrinovich — the strike leader at the state-owned Minsk Wheel
Tractor Plant IMZKT) — and Anatoly Bokun — the strike leader at the Belaruskali potash fertilizer plant — on August
24.% Authorities released Bokun after fining him 675 rubles on August 24.% Authorities had previously arrested a
key Belaruskali strike organizer on August 20, but he reportedly managed to escape his detention facility.*
Lavrinovich’s status is unknown as of this update.® Authorities brought Kovalkova to the Akrestin St. detention
facility — a location the opposition associates with the physical abuse of detainees.® The opposition had marched on
the Akrestin St. detention facility in a poorly organized effort directed by the NEXTA Telegram channel on August
18.7 The Belarusian Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD) has not attempted to disperse any protests in Minsk or
detain protesters since August 19.° Belarusian authorities ended the last round of mass detentions on August 14
when they released a large number of detainees. The renewed dispersions and arrests are likely intended to
intimidate protesters. The Lukashenko regime will likely increase the scope of targeted arrests against opposition

leaders and use force against protesters in the coming week.

President Alexander Lukashenko likely took advantage of the small scale of protests today to demonstrate his
renewed willingness to use force to disperse them and to arrest demonstrators. There were no large-scale
protests in Belarus on August 24.. A few hundred protesters came to Independence Square in Minsk around 7:00
pm Minsk time but riot police detained some and dispersed the rest.? Localized small-scale protests continue to

occur in Belarus but security forces are consistently dispersing them.'

NEXTA issued directions for new protest activity for August 25 that will likely lead to direct confrontation
between protesters and Belarusian authorities given Lukashenko’s actions. A NEXTA post at 10:29 p.m. Minsk
time on August 24 directed Belarusians to gather at the Belarusian Investigative Committee in Minsk at 10:00 am
local time and then gather at Independence Square at 6:00 pm." The Investigative Committee of Belarus
summoned Pavel Latushko, a Coordinating Council member, to appear at its premises for questioning about
alleged “calls for actions aimed at causing harm to national security” on August 25 at 10:00 Minsk time.” NEXTA
is likely trying to direct protesters to the Investigative Committee building to disrupt Latushko’s scheduled
questioning. NEXTA also instructed residents in other cities to hold their own demonstrations at 6:00 pm Minsk
time on August 25. NEXTA stated that a "detailed strategy” on how to "return power to the people” and an
"important appeal from Svitlana Tikanouskaya” would be presented sometime this week.'® Belarusian security forces
will likely confront protesters at the Investigative Committee building. It is unclear if they will attempt to disrupt

or otherwise interfere with protests at Independence Square, which they have not done over the past 10 days.

The opposition may be setting conditions for a grassroots leadership structure to emerge inside Belarus.
Opposition leader Olga Kolesnikova urged Belarusians to initiate legal petitions to recall their MPs and regional
officials in a Coordination Council briefing on August 24.. Lukashenko will likely not allow this effort to remove
any officials. The process of Belarusian opposition activists collecting signatures, however, may facilitate the
emergence of a better organized indigenous opposition network necessary for sustained and more organized protest

activity. The Belarusian opposition movement currently lacks a clear leadership structure inside Belarus and is
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dependent on announcements from Tikanouskaya in Lithuania or NEXTA in Poland to organize large-scale
protests.” This initiative may also be an effort by the Vilnius-based Tikanouskaya to develop her own abilities to
control protest events in Belarus and thereby reduce her reliance on the Warsaw-based NEXTA, which has
repeatedly appeared to disrupt her plans.’

The US is engaging the Belarusian opposition in a high-profile manner despite Kremlin warnings not to meet
with opposition figures. US Deputy Secretary of State Stephen Biegun met with Tikanouskaya in Vilnius, Lithuania
on August 24."° Biegun urged Lukashenko at a press conference on the same day to facilitate dialogue and engage
all stakeholders.” Biegun also stated the US has no “indication beyond some of the public remarks that we've heard”
that the Kremlin is preparing a possible military intervention into Belarus.™ Biegun’s statement contradicts
elements of ISW’s previous assessments. The Kremlin and Lukashenko previously accused the US of “foreign
interference” in Belarus."” "Foreign interference" is a legal ground for a military assistance according to Russia and
Belarus’ Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) agreements. The Kremlin previously stated it observed
“foreign interference” in Belarus but has not military intervened because Lukashenko has not asked for assistance.*°

The Kremlin has stated repeatedly it would intervene military in Belarus at Lukashenko’s first request.*

The Kremlin is likely extracting concessions from Lukashenko in return for supporting his continued rule.
Concessions likely include the deployment of Russian military hardware in Belarus. Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Lukashenko had their fourth phone call since protests began on August 24.** Lukashenko
informed Putin about his measures to restore order in Belarus. The Belarusian Defense Ministry reportedly signed
a deal with the Kremlin-owned Almaz-Antey defense company on August 24 at the Army 2020 annual
international military-technical forum in Moscow. The Belarusian defense minister reportedly signed a contract
for cooperation on air defense systems until 2025.* Almaz-Antey is the holding company for the manufacturers of
the S-300, S-400, and S-500 Russian air-defense systems.** Lukashenko may have agreed to this deal as a

condition for Kremlin support in Belarus.

The Kremlin likely seeks to deploy anti access/area denial weapon systems in Belarus to contest NATO and Eastern
European airspace more than it already does with systems deployed in Kaliningrad. Lukashenko previously declined
the Kremlin’s multiple requests to expand strategic Russian airbases in Belarus since at least 2015.?° ISW assessed
on August 21 that Lukashenko likely made concessions to Putin under duress while Lukashenko was losing control

over Belarus before the Kremlin’s intervention.?®

ISW is monitoring the situation and will provide further updates.
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