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Without Violence; Moscow Continues to Set Conditions for Intervention
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Unprecedented Belarusian conventional military deployments and widespread detentions failed to deter mass
protests in Minsk on August 30. Over 100,000 protesters marched in Minsk and demonstrated at Lukashenko’s
Presidential Palace to demand his resignation on August 30." This was the fourth consecutive Sunday protest in
Minsk. Lukashenko deployed a heavy police and conventional military presence in Minsk to block protester access
to Independence Square, the original location of the protest, and Lukashenko’s residence.? Belarusian riot police’s
detained demonstrators early in the morning of August 30 but failed to deter protesters.® Radio Free Europe / Radio
Liberty reported Belarusian authorities detained at least 125 protesters on August 30. after refraining from detaining
protesters on August 29 and the August 23 Sunday march.* Protests also occurred in other major Belarusian cities
including Brest, Grodno, Mogielev, and Gomel.® Protesters dispersed from the barricade at Lukashenko’s
residence around 6:00 pm Minsk time following heavy rain and hail.® Large weekly protests on Sundays will likely
continue unless some aspect of the situation changes.

Lukashenko deployed armored vehicles alongside conventional forces against protests for the first time.
Infantry fighting vehicles (BMPs) and armored personnel carriers (BTRs) arrived at Lukashenko’s residence to
reinforce the police barricade on August 30.7 At least five BTRs near Lukashenko’s residence did not have visible
unit insignias or numbering.8 The armored vehicles likely belong to units from the Belarusian Army’s 120%
Mechanized Brigade. Minsk residents filmed BMP columns with unit markings heading from the eastern outskirts
of Minsk in the Uruchcha area, where the 120th Mechanized Brigade is based, towards the city center.? Lukashenko
deployed conventional military units in trucks on August 23 but has not yet deployed armored fighting vehicles.
Belarusian military units did not open fire on protesters but appeared equipped for combat. Lukashenko likely
deployed BMPs for the first time to increase security around his residence and intimidate protesters. Lukashenko
will likely continue to use armored vehicles against future protests, further militarizing his response to the
opposition.

Russian riot control personnel in Belarusian uniforms may already be operating in Belarus. St. Petersburg
City Councilwoman Diana Seraya tweeted a video showing men in black uniforms with no insignia unloading
luggage and riot shields from unmarked riot police trucks at the St. Petersburg riot police base on August 30.” It
is unclear from where the men arrived. The unmarked trucks in Seraya’s video are visually similar to unmarked
trucks the Conflict Intelligence Team OSINT group spotted driving towards Belarus from Smolensk on August 16."
The Kremlin confirmed on August 27 the existence of a Russian law enforcement officer reserve prepared to
intervene in Belarus if the situation “gets out of control.”" The men in Seraya’s video may have returned to Russia
from a two-week rotation in Belarus to augment Lukashenko’s security forces. ISW forecasted the Kremlin’s
preparation to augment Lukashenko’s security forces with Russian personnel on August 19."

Emboldened protesters began to physically resist detentions. Protesters are now defending themselves from
being arrested by swarming riot police and detention vans." Protesters have not confronted riot police detaining

protesters prior to August 30.5 Protesters are adopting more active tactics that may lead to conflict escalation
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between protesters and security forces. However, protesters in Minsk continued to avoid unprovoked
confrontations with security forces and did not attempt to breach police and army barricades on August 30."°

Lukashenko further tightened control over the information space. Belarusian authorities forced AI, one of
Belarus’ largest mobile cell service operators, to reduce bandwidth speeds on August 30."” This is likely part of the
Kremlin and Lukashenko’s information operation to regain control over the international information space
regarding the protests.18 Lukashenko and the Kremlin likely seek to prevent Belarusians citizens from distributing
cell phone video footage of protests and security forces; cell phone recordings have become one of the primary

methods of relaying information about the protests in Belarus in the absence of a free media space.™

Kremlin media is increasingly framing the protesters as violent. Russian state media RT and Izvestia reported the
Belarusian Interior Ministry claimed that protesters damaged a police car near the Independence Square barricade
on August 30.%° There is no photographic evidence of the allegedly damaged car as of this writing. Kremlin media
will likely increasingly frame the protesters as violent — especially as both Lukashenko and the protesters continue
to escalate the protests — as part of the Kremlin’s information operation to justify deeper intervention.”

Russian involvement in Belarus will very likely increase. Russian President Vladimir Putin held a phone call
with Lukashenko on August 30 and agreed to meet in Moscow at some time “in the coming weeks.”** Lukashenko’s
dependence on Kremlin backing will likely increase given Lukashenko’s decision to escalate protests with the use of
armed conventional forces and the opposition’s growing boldness to resist detentions.

ISW will continue monitoring the situation and providing updates.
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