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A Kremlin security force intervention into Belarus on behalf of President Alexander Lukashenko is reportedly
underway following the defection of Belarusian Interior Ministry elements in Grodno, which is near the Polish
and Lithuanian borders. German newspaper Bild reported on August 19 that the Kremlin began using Russian Air
Force and Ministry of Internal Affairs trucks to send Russian National Guardsmen to Belarus." Lukashenko had
apparently lacked a clear strategy to deal with protests and was losing control over the situation as of August 18.*
Lukashenko’s spokesperson Natalya Eismont confirmed on Russia’s Channel I state television that Lukashenko and
Russian President Vladimir Putin began consultations to coordinate actions under the Union State and the
Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) frameworks on August 19.? Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said "there is foreign interference in Belarusian internal affairs” on Channel I on August 19.* "Foreign
interference" is a legal ground for a military assistance according to GSTO agreements. Kremlin media outlet RT
claimed the Kremlin denied seeing a need to send assistance to Belarus on August 19.5

The Kremlin may be preparing to augment Lukashenko’s security forces with Russian security personnel.
Russian military police units began crowd control tactical exercises in the Western Military District on August 18.°
The exercises involve approximately 230 military police practicing tactics with riot gear, batons, handcuffs, stun
guns and less lethal firearms in Luga and Mulino territorial garrisons in the Leningrad and Nizhny Novgorod
oblasts, respectively and will continue until August 21.7 It is unclear whether these experiences were snap or
scheduled. The Kremlin has the capability to reinforce Lukashenko’s security services with Russian security
personnel on short notice, just as the Kremlin likely took control of Belarusian state television.

The Kremlin is very likely supporting Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko’s to launch a new
counteroffensive against protestors. Lukashenko ordered Belarusian security services to restore order in Belarus
during a Belarusian Security Council meeting on August 19.® Lukashenko ordered the Belarusian Ministry of
Internal Affairs (IMVD) to “locate and neutralize” protest organizers to “restore peace.”? Lukashenko additionally
instructed the State Border Committee to strengthen Belarus’ entire border to prevent militants, weapons,
ammunition, and money from other countries from entering Belarus to finance protests, continuing his framing
of the protests as Western-backed.' Lukashenko also confirmed he brought Belarusian army units in western
Belarus to full readiness on August I8 in a claimed response to a nonexistent NATO buildup.” Lukashenko
instructed officials to protect state enterprise employees — a euphemism for stopping strikes.™

The Kremlin likely sent senior FSB officials to Minsk in order to facilitate Lukashenko’s counteroffensive
against protesters. A Russian Federal Security Service (FSB)-operated Tu-214 VPU plane flew from Moscow to
Minsk on the evening of August 18 at 1318."® The plane returned to Moscow on August 19 at 094.3." The FSB
operates the plane which is likely FSB Director Aleksandr Bornikov’s airborne command post."” It is unclear what
Russian personnel or Kremlin officials were on the plane. There is no public evidence of with whom the plane’s
passengers met as of this writing. This is the first indicator of Kremlin officials' physical presence in Minsk since
the beginning of the Belarusian protests’ beginning on August 9.

The Kremlin is likely reacting to growing regional cracks in Lukashenko’s security services. The Grodno City
Executive Committee issued an apology statement to protesters on August I8 around 1200."* The Grodno City
Executive Committee claimed it would support protesters and that the regional MVD apologies for harming
Belarusian citizens. The Grodno MVD reportedly released all protest-related detainees. The Grodno MVD’s
change in behavior is likely a defection from Lukashenko; Minsk’s MVD forces are still detaining striking factory
workers in Minsk as of August 19.”7 Grodno is one of Belarus’ westernmost cities and borders NATO members
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Poland and Lithuania. ISW forecasted the Kremlin might intervene in Belarus to prevent another revolution in the

former Soviet Union if Lukashenko loses control over his security services.'®

Lukashenko denied the presence of Russian military personnel in Belarus for the first time. Lukashenko held
a Belarusian Security Council meeting on August 19 in which he said previous reports of Russian armored personal
carriers (BMP) heading towards Orsha are fake."” Lukashenko claimed the BMPs in question are Belarusian, not
Russian and were dispatched to western Belarus. This is Lukashenko’s first denial of reports of alleged Russian
equipment heading towards Belarus. The Critical Intelligence Team OSINT group claims it spotted more than 40
Russian unmarked trucks with soldiers inside driving toward Belarus from Smolensk on August 16.*° Lukashenko
is likely intentionally obfuscating an ongoing Russian intervention.

The Kremlin likely replaced Belarusian TV producers who went on strike with Russian media professionals.
Security personnel began denying Belarusian state TV employees who participated in anti-Lukashenko strikes into
their offices on August 19.*" Belteleradiocompany (BT) Director Alena Martinovskaya said BT’s building security
did not permit her into the building and claimed that two planes with professional media producers from Russia
are now responsible for BT’s work.**

Lukashenko began courting the Kremlin by characterizing his opposition as Russophobic on August 18.
Lukashenko began a new information operation characterizing his opposition as Russophobic in a Belarusian
security council meeting on August 18 around 1400.?® Lukashenko falsely accused his opposition of seeking to
impose “a creeping ban on the Russian language,” establish an autocephalous Belarusian Orthodox Church
independent from the Moscow Patriarchate, join the EU and NATO, leave the CTSO, and close Russia’s two radar
bases in Belarus.** Lukashenko previously accused the protests of being both Russian and Western-organized.*
Lukashenko likely deliberately mischaracterized the protests in an effort to gain Kremlin support. The protesters
are not anti-Russian and their core demands have been Lukashenko’s resignation, an end to police brutality, and
new elections. An opposition leader speaking on behalf of Sviatlana Tikhanouskaya softened anti-Russian rhetoric
and offered to work with the Kremlin on August 18.26

Warning Forecast: Lukashenko will likely crack down on protesters and dissenters in Grodno and possibly
elsewhere. Lukashenko brought Belarusian army combat units in western Belarus to full readiness on August 18.%’
Lukashenko accused protesters in Grodno of being foreign backed and waving Polish flags.*® Protests began in
Grodno on August 9 and have persisted until as of this writing despite crackdowns and detentions against protesters
there.?® The Grodno MVD likely defected from central MVD control in Minsk on August 18 when it apologized to
protesters and released detained prisoners.3® Lukashenko is likely setting conditions for an operation against
dissenters in Grodno by portraying them as foreign-backed — a course of action ISW forecasted on August 15.%'

There will likely be a violent confrontation between protesters and the MVD at the MVD headquarters in
Minsk on August 19 at 1800. The NEXTA Telegram channel issued instructions for protesters to gather at the
Minsk MVD headquarters to demand the release of political prisoners on August 19 at 1800.%* Protesters will likely
arrive given their previous pattern of following NEXTA’s directives.?®* The MVD will likely violently suppress the
protesters given Lukashenko’s new campaign to crack down on protests. The Kremlin is likely prepared to and

willing to exploit turmoil following likely clashes at the MVD’s Minsk headquarters.
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