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Security Personnel in Green Uniforms without Insignia Appear in Minsk

September 5, 2020, 6:15 EDT
By George Barros

Security personnel wearing unmarked green uniforms appeared in Minsk for the first
time on September 5. The personnel are reportedly Belarusian riot police (OMON) in new uniforms.!
These personnel wear Russian-made Dozor body cameras — a model of cameras Russian police and
interior forces as well as Belarusian OMON personnel use.2 Belarusian OMON previously wore all black
uniforms with identifying markings.3 It is unclear why Belarusian OMON would have changed their
uniforms and removed identifying markings. They could be setting conditions for the appearance of
Russian security personnel in similar unmarked uniforms.

Belarusian authorities did not try to disperse the second consecutive Saturday Women’s
march in Minsk on September 5. Approximately 10,000 women marched in Minsk and gathered
on Independence Square on September 5.4 The personnel in unmarked green uniforms and other
Belarusian security forces deployed to Independence Square likely to intimidate the protesters but did
not disperse or detain them.5 Security forces had not detained any women protesters during the August
29 women’s march either.¢ Belarusian security forces detained at least two journalists covering protests
in Minsk on September 5, however.” Belarusian women will likely continue to hold weekly Saturday
marches.

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko continues to target student protests. The
personnel in unmarked green uniforms detained student protesters in Minsk on September 5.8
Belarusian security forces have been detaining student protesters in Minsk since September 1.9
Lukashenko will likely intensify targeted detentions of student protests.

Women protesters confronted Belarusian security forces. Women protesters surrounded
unmarked police detention vans and shouted at them on September 5.1 ISW observed that protesters
began using swarm tactics against security forces to resist detentions on August 30.1* Confrontations
between protesters and security forces may escalate further — a risk ISW forecasted.2

Belarusian protesters began displaying foreign flags prominently for the first time.
Women’s march participants displayed the flags of Poland, Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia, Germany,
Canada, the United States, the United Kingdom, the European Union, Spain, Italy, Sweden, Israel,
Ireland, and Jamaica on September 5.3 The prominent display of foreign flags by protesters is a new
phenomenon, but the red and white Belarusian flag continues to dominate the demonstrations.
Lukashenko and the Kremlin will likely use the presence of foreign flags in the protests in its
information operation claiming that the protests are a Western color revolution and hybrid war against
Belarus.4
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A factory suffered an explosion in Zhlobin, Belarus. A fire caused an explosion at an art factory
in Zhlobin on September 5.15 It is unclear whether the fire was accidental or arson. Regional Belarusian
authorities reported no casualties but have not provided information on the fire’s causes .16 The Kremlin
and/or Lukashenko may use this or similar incidents to justify a Russian intervention to “restore order”
in Belarus.'” The Kremlin confirmed on August 27 the existence of a Russian law enforcement officer
reserve prepared to intervene in Belarus if the situation “gets out of control.”:8 Russian or Belarusian
framing of this explosion as an act of terrorism would indicate an increased likelihood of Russian
intervention.

Opposition leader Svitlana Tikhanouskaya backed the NEXTA Telegram channel’s call
for large protests on September 6. Tikhanouskaya released a video on September 5 calling on
Belarusians to participate in the planned September 6 unity march.?9 NEXTA first directed Belarusians
to hold this march in a September 3 post.2° Protesters will likely hold large protests near Independence
Square and Independence Avenue in Minsk at 2:00 pm local time on September 6. Lukashenko
militarized his response to the last large Sunday protest on August 30 with armored vehicles and will
likely do so again.2t

ISW will continue monitoring the situation and providing updates.
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