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The China—Taiwan Weekly Update focuses on the Chinese Communist Party’s paths to controlling
Taiwan and relevant cross—Taiwan Strait developments.

Key Takeaways
1. The Kuomintang and Taiwan People’s Party are discussing a joint presidential ticket and may
form one before the January 13 election.
2. The Chinese Communist Party blamed the United States and Europe of “biased” support for
Israel, indicating that the party aims to delegitimize the United States as a responsible regional
actor.
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Taiwanese Presidential Election

The Kuomintang (KMT) and Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) are discussing a joint
presidential ticket and may form one before the January 13 election. The KMT aims to
overcome its third place standing in the presidential race by partnering with the second place TPP to
create a competitive challenge to the leading Democratic Progressive Party presidential candidate Lai
Ching-te. The second place TPP also seeks a joint ticket to increase its competitiveness against Lai.
KMT presidential candidate Hou Yu-ih and TPP presidential candidate Ko Wen-je have expressed
openness to working together over the past two months but have not agreed on specific measures for
cooperation. The KMT and TPP leadership began planning for pre-negotiation discussions during the
past week and scheduled the first staff dialogue for October 14.1 The parties taking tangible steps
towards dialogue is consistent with ISW’s October 5 assessment that the TPP could form a joint
presidential ticket before the January election.2

e Ko has been open to cooperating with Hou to forge a winning electoral strategy since August
but without working toward a joint ticket.3 KMT Chairman Eric Chu and Hou also have
expressed a willingness to work with the TPP in late August.4 Several local district level KMT
leaders called for cooperation between Hou and Ko on September 20.5

e Ko proposed on October 10 to hold three debates with Hou before a third-party poll that would
determine the presidential candidate for a joint KMT-TPP ticket. He also nominated his
campaign chief Huang Shan-shan and campaign office chair Chou Yu-hsiu for negotiations
with the KMT on organizing the debates.®

e Ko leads Hou by 7.4 percentage points in the presidential election, according to the most recent
poll by the Taiwan Public Opinion Foundation from September 25.7

ISW assesses that the CCP holds the following leverage points over each of the
Taiwanese presidential candidates:
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TAIWAN: PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATE KEY POLICY VIEWS
AND CCP LEVERAGE POINTS

This chart highlights the cross-strait and US-Taiwan policy positions for the candidates running in Tuiwan’ 2024 presidential election.
This chart also lists the leverage points the Chinese Communist Parly (CCP) could exploit under the “war vs peace” election narratize.

Terminology: 1992 Consensus: a disputed cross—strait policy formulation subported in different formations by the GCE, KMT, and Terry
Gou thal acls as a precondilion to cross-sirail dialogue. The CCGP views the term as meaning there is one China, the PRC, which includes
Tatwan, The KMT views the term as meaning that there is one China, the ROC. The KMT views the 1992 Consensus as recognizing that
the CCP and KM each hold different interpretations of one China. The TPP does not align with the 1992 Consensus because it has been

“smeared” in Taiwan. The DPP does not support the 1992 Consensus as it views the alleged agreement as a threat to ROC (Taiwan)
sovereignty, The United States tafes na afficial position an the 1992 Gonsensus.
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ISW asses that a joint Ko-Hou presidential ticket would have the following implications
for the CCP leverage points over the Taiwanese presidential candidates:

ISW

STUDY O'l‘ "WXIE

TAIWAN: CCP LEVERAGE POINTS
IN'A POTENTIAL KMT-TPP JOINT
PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN

This chart highlights the cross-strait and US-Taiwan policy positions for the candidates running in Taiwan’s 2024 presidential election in
the unlikeh event of u Ko- Hou unity ticket. The chart also lists the leverage points that the Ghinese Communist Party (GOP) could expluit
under the “war s peace” election narrative.

Terminology: 1992 Consensus: a disputed eross—sirail policy formulation supported in different formations by the CCP, KMT, and Terry
CGou that acts as a precondition to cross-strait dialogue. The CCP views the term as meaning there is ome Ching, the PRC, which includes
Taiwen. The KMT views the term as meaning thut there is one China, the ROC. The KMT views the 1992 Consensus as recognizing that
the CCP and KMT each hold different interpretations of one China. The TPP does not align with the 1992 Cansensus because it has been
“smeared” in Taiwan. The DPP does nol suppor! the 1992 Consensus as il views the alleged ogreement as a threat lo ROC (Taiwan)
souereignty. The United States takes no official position on the 1992 Consensus,
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Chinese Communist Party in the Middle East

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) blamed the United States and Europe for “biased”
support for Israel, indicating that the party aims to delegitimize the United States as a
responsible regional actor. The CCP condemned violence between Palestine and Israel but did
not condemn Hamas.8 The party called for all involved parties to remain restrained and immediately
implement a cease fire on October 8 and October 9. The People’s Republic of China (PRC) Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MFA) Spokesman Wang Wenbin expressed support for the October 11 resolution
passed by the Arab League that called for an immediate cessation of Israeli military action in Gaza.9
CCP English-language propaganda outlets accused American and European countries of hindering the
creation of a Palestinian state because of “biased” support for Israel.0 This narrative places the blame
for the current instability in the Middle East on the West. This aligns with the CCP’s messaging during
Russia’s ongoing invasion of Ukraine which blamed the United States and NATO expansion for
instigating the crisis.n

e The CCP’s October 8 statement called for an immediate ceasefire in order to protect civilians
and prevent the situation from deteriorating.2 PRC Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Mao Ning
stated on October 9 that the party’s top priority was for the war to end as soon as possible.3
She also declined to label Hamas’ actions as “acts of terrorism” and refused to state whether
the PRC urged Iran to restrain Hamas. This statement came after Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer met with CCP General Secretary Xi Jinping on October 9 in Beijing. Schumer
urged him to “stand with the Israeli people and condemn [Hamas’] cowardly and vicious
attacks.”s

e The CCP-controlled English language Global Times claimed on October 10 and 11 that
American and European “biased” support for Israel would worsen the situation and reveal the
greed of the American military-industrial complex. The outlet also questioned the motives of
Secretary of State Blinken’s Israel trip. It asked “But what is he supporting exactly? Is it a
retaliatory mass killing?”16

The CCP is portraying itself as an ostensible neutral broker in the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. The PRC MFA pushed for a two-state solution amid the war.7 The CCP also framed itself as
a neutral broker in the Ukraine War.18 The similarities in CCP-propagated narratives between Ukraine
and Israel indicate that the party will use the claim of neutrality to portray itself as a responsible
power compared to the allegedly irresponsible West.

e The party began portraying itself as a neutral broker via Special Envoy on the Middle East Zhai
Jun, who called the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on October 10 to offer PRC assistance
to broker an “immediate ceasefire and cessation of violence, and to provide humanitarian
support to the Palestinian people.”9 Egypt has not publicized its response.

e This framing of ostensible neutrality would allow the CCP to build off its March 2023
mediation of Saudi-Iran diplomatic normalization to enhance its political stature in the
region.2° This also advances the CCP narrative of a PRC-led world order as founded on
principles of non-intervention and peace compared to the alleged militarism of the United
States.2!
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e The English language CCP propaganda outlets China Daily and Global Times framed the
United States' move to deploy the USS Gerald R. Ford near Israel as evidence that the
American military-industrial complex perniciously exploits the conflict for profit.22 Such
articles propagate the narrative that the United States is a destabilizing world power.

The Hamas-Israel War is the focus of international attention, and the CCP may exploit
the situation to advance its coercion campaign targeting the Republic of China
(Taiwan). The table below lists some of the CCP’s coercion efforts, their status, and how the party
could advance them.

Objective Status Potential Advancement
Eliminate ROC (Taiwan) Daily air defense Increase the complexity of
sovereignty identification zone daily ROC air defense
violations by the PLA23 identification zone
violation flight paths.
ROC retains full diplomatic
relations with only 13 Initiate diplomatic and
countries. Honduras most | economic inducements to
recently switched persuade countries to
diplomatic recognition switch
from the ROC to the PRC | diplomatic relations from
on March 26.24 the ROC to the PRC.
Exacerbate leverage points | The CCP has the following | Spread the narrative in the
over the next ROC leverage over each of the Chinese language press in
president ROC presidential Taiwan that American
candidates. political upheaval makes it
an unreliable ally.
Lai Ching-te (DPP). Negotiations surrounding
Frame Lai as a provocateur | “unification” with the PRC
and American pawn. are the only way to peace.
Ko Wen-je (TPP). Spread the narrative that
Frame cross-strait security alliances with the
dialogue on CCP terms as | United States lead to
necessary for peace. regional instability and
war. Negotiations
Hou Yu-ih (KMT). surrounding “unification”
Frame cross-strait with the PRC are the only

dialogue on CCP terms as | way to peace.
necessary for peace.
Economic tariffs or import
Guo Taiming bans in response to
(Independent). Push fabricated ROC
cross-strait agreements to | “provocation” to punish
degrade ROC sovereignty. | Lai.
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Undermine ROC Spread the narrative that Highlight any disruption of
confidence in US intent the United States US military aid to Ukraine
and capacity to defend destabilizes regions like or Israel as evidence the
Taiwan Eastern Europe and the United States would
Middle East. abandon Taiwan in a crisis.
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