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"ISIS has been waging three 
parallel cam paigns ?  

defending the caliphate, 
spreading disorder in the 
wider M iddle East and 
destabil izing the West." 

Harleen Gambhir

? Jabhat al-Nusra...direct ly 
targets US-backed groups, and 

defeats them  when it  can, in 
order to ensure that m oderate 
forces do not find foot ing in a 

new Syr ia. "

Jennifer Cafarella

http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2016/03/23/471559544/squeezed-at-its-base-isis-grows-more-dangerous-elsewhere
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H arleen Gam bhir
Counter-terrorism Analyst
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?D efensively, the U.S. and 
its all ies should aim  to 

reduce ISIS?s resonance 
online.? 
3/9/2016

 "T here is no group 
on the ground 

cur rently that cares 
enough about ISIS in 

Sir te or has that 
effor t  up high enough 
on its pr ior it y l ist  to 

actually hit  ISIS in its 
core ter rain." 

3/9/2016

 "As any good ter ror ist can tell 
you, the plan of an attack 

involves cells having m inim al 
contact with one another." 

3/18/2016

"[ Isis]  is taking on 
all the m ili tary and 
social aspects of i ts 
core in Syr ia and 

I raq.? 
3/20/2016

"ISIS has been waging 
three parallel 
cam paigns ?  
defending the 

caliphate, spreading 
disorder in the wider 

M iddle East and 
destabil izing the West." 

3/23/2016

?T he group relies on a 
com bination of strong networks 

within the continent and a 
sanctuary in I raq and Syr ia.? 

3/23/2016

"ISIS has definitely faced losses and 
has increased its use of 

unconventional tact ics, l ike suicide 
bom bings, in order to draw forces 

away from  the front." 
3/29/2016
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Chr istopher Kozak
Syria Analyst

"T hey aim ed at 
different m il i tary 
targets, but in a 

coordinated way.? 
3/1/2016

 "Russia expects a return 
on its investm ent and 

Assad needs to play ball 
r ight now while they have 
favorable condit ions, in 
order to secure Russia's 

long- term  interests." 
3/15/2016

?I t?s calculated brutality, in 
order to dem oralize the 
populat ion, to prevent 

governance, to force the 
fl ight of populat ions.? 

3/4/2016

3/23/2016

"T here was a Syr ian 
[ regim e] face on the 
Palm yra operat ion 

because of the 
[sym bolic value] .? 

3/29/2016

"At this stage, I  look to the 
involvem ent of the regim e's 
all ies ?  the Russian air and 

ground troops and I ran-backed 
m ili t ias ?  as a way of gauging 
how ser ious an operat ion is." 
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Chr istopher H arm er
Non-Resident

Senior Naval Analyst

?I f/when the 
long-rum ored assault  

on M osul 
com m ences, those 
num bers wil l spike 

again.? 

 ?T he Arm y and M ar ine 
Corps general officers 

are siding squarely with 
their subordinates, and 
laying the blam e for the 
increased m ishap rates 

direct ly at the feet of the 
civi l ian author it ies.? 

3/17/2016

?What is happening is 
?resource creep? to 

suppor t the 
m issions.? 

3/21/2016

?M aybe it  m eans that this set 
of suicide bom bers star ted out 
as just sym pathizers to ISIS, 

sor t of tourist terrorists.? 
3/24/2016

3/16/2016

?Either illusion or 
delusion or optimism 
that I raq is st i l l  a 
unitary nation 

state.? 
3/29/2016
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Patr ick M art in 
Iraq Analyst

"T he attacks l ikely aim  at delaying 
deploym ent of troops to M akhm our or 
along the Euphrates R iver valley for the 
M osul assault  by forcing the m ili tary to 

m ove its best forces to protect the capital." 

3/6/2016
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Jennifer Cafarella
Syria Analyst

Evans Hanson Fellow

 "T hey engaged in the negotiat ing process to 
preserve the [Assad] regim e. They have no 
incentives to cut a deal that gives the Syr ian 

opposit ion any concessions." 

"Jabhat al-Nusra is leveraging its batt lefield contr ibut ions to create 
relat ionships with civi l society, civi l ian populat ions and other 

Syr ian opposit ion groups. I t  then m anipulates those relat ionships 
in order to achieve dom inance. And it  direct ly targets US-backed 

groups, and defeats them  when it  can, in order to ensure that 
m oderate forces do not find foot ing in a new Syr ia. "

3/24/2016

Genevieve Casagrande
Syria Analyst*

* And primary airstrikes map creator

3/1/2016

?T he air str ikes 
definitely seek to 

give regim e forces a 
tact ical advantage.? 

3/3/2016

3/5/2016

?I f anything, they?re not just 
targeting Jabhat al-Nusra [and the 

Islam ic State]  l ike they?re 
claim ing.? 
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The Washington Post

3/1/2016
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BBC

3/4/2016

BBC

3/16/2016

Physicians for Human Rights

3/16/2016

The Intersection Project

3/16/2016
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M ore ISW M aps in the N ews

WSJ

3/2/2016
The Economist

3/5/2016

WSJ

3/6/2016

ISN Zurich

3/7/2016
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CNN

3/2/2016

Financial Times

3/2/2016

National Geographic

3/22/2016
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Compiled by Saagar Enjeti and Shirley Keating

Follow ISW :

FOX6

3/23/2016

FOX6

3/29/2016
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M ore of ISW in the N ews
D efense One

3/1/2016

Military Times

3/1/2016

Voice of America

3/1/2016

Financial Times

3/2/2016

Daily News

3/2/2016

Reuters

3/2/2016

International Business Times

3/2/2016

BBC

3/4/2016

ISN Zurich

3/7/2016

Charleston Courier

3/7/2016

Daily Caller

3/7/2016

AI NA

3/8/2016

Politico

3/4/2016

The Economist

3/5/2016

Maxim

3/5/2016

Wall Street Journal

3/6/2016

PBS Newshour

3/10/2016

Star and Stripes

3/14/2016

The Telegraph

3/21/2016

Breitbart

3/22/2016
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