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I RAQ'S PARLIAM EN T  OUST S 
DEFEN SE M IN IST ER  
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"Russian and regime airstrikes during [April to July] 
increasingly targeted critical civilian infrastructure in 
opposition-held neighborhoods. The onslaught of airstrikes 
likely sought to drive refugee flows and prime the civilian 
population for eventual surrender." 
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?We?ve created a model of conflict suited 
for the Cold War era and possibly for the 
early post-Cold War era, but not to this 
era of intense competition.? 

8/29/16
K im  K agan
President, ISW
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Patr ick M art in 
Iraq Analyst

 "T hey?ve [ ISIS]  had a very long t im e to 
ensure their suppor t zones are intact, and 
they are deeply entrenched.? 
8/23/16

?All ministerial positions [In Iraq]? including 
the Prime M inister ? are at risk if only a simple 
majority is required for no confidence.? 
8/26/16

Cait l in Forrest   

"If Afghanistan remains on this course, global 
extremist organizations will reconstitute their 
sanctuaries in Afghanistan?s ungoverned spaces 
and pose enduring threats to U.S. national 
security."

8/29/16Counter-terrorism 
Research Assistant

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0829/How-big-a-military-threat-is-Russia-really
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/harleen-gambhir
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/harleen-gambhir
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/harleen-gambhir
http://www.understandingwar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/InstitutefortheStudyofWar/
https://twitter.com/TheStudyofWar?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/company/institute-for-the-study-of-war
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/jennifer-cafarella-0
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/jennifer-cafarella-0
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/jennifer-cafarella-0
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-prepares-fight-from-shadows/3478486.html
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/08/26/this-one-vote-could-bring-down-obamas-entire-anti-isis-strategy/
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/caitlin-forrest
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/caitlin-forrest
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916
http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/overnightbrief082916


Chr istopher Kozak
Syria Analyst

Syr ia?s ?decision to escalate against the Kurds 
now m akes m e put m ore credence into rum ors 
that Russia, Turkey and the [Assad] regim e are 
now back-channeling a bit .? 

8/19/16
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"M anbij gives an 
indication of how 
messy and drawn out 
it actually will be to 
use the Syrian 
Democratic Forces as 
an instrument to try to 
seize Raqqa city." 
 8/11/16
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"The U.S. is interested in stopping this from 
becoming a confrontation between the YPG 
and Turkey. That would be a huge detriment 
to the anti- IS campaign."   8/25/16

?T he Islam ic State chose to withdraw 
rather than fight to the death ?  a sign of 
control, m il i tary calculat ion, and intent to 
preserve force for future operat ions.?  

8/4/16

Genevieve Casagrande
Syria Analyst

?We have seen Russian airstrikes go up to 
pre-cessation-of-hostilities levels, and not only in 
Aleppo City.?  8/5/16

"The situation [the U.S. Russian deal in Syria] in 
Aleppo is likely a sticking point in these 
negotiations, and it is causing quite a bit of 
frustration on the US side.?
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Turkey is trying to "block the ultimate 
creation of a contiguous zone of 
territorial control under the authority of 
the PYD."
8/24/16   

?[The U.S.-backed Kurds 
are] leaning forward in a 
way that is making the 
Turks nervous.?  
8/28/16

Erdogan?s purge aims to silence critics and turn 
the military into a ?source of personal power.?
8/1/16

"T hey [ the Turks]  have always been a factor 
in how the U.S. navigates our ant i- ISIS 
strategy in Syr ia." 

8/24/16

Stern 8/25/16
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Kathleen 
Weinberger 

Russia & Ukraine Analyst

?These new deployments [near U kraine]  
constitute a significant expansion of Russia?s 
force projection capabilities and may signal 
preparations for a large-scale military conflict."  
 8/19/16

Franklin
H olcom b

Russia and Ukraine 
Assistant

?Preparations for conventional conflict between 
Russia and U kraine are accelerating and the 
likelihood of open war is increasing rapidly.? 
8/12/16

?Russia?s intervention in U kraine and annexation 
of Crimea had adverse effects...Russia?s standing 
in the international community collapsed.? 

8/13/16

?Putin may be 
seeking to trigger a 
political crisis in 
K iev designed to 
topple U krainian 
President Petro 
Poroshenko. 
8/12/16

"[Russian deployment of S-400 weapons] is a very 
overt show of force, in contrast, say, to when Crimea 
was originally annexed." 
"... this is very much a threat of, 'We have military 
capability,' and are using that for political leverage."    
8/18/16
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Senior Naval Analyst

?This looks like 
Russia is 
acknowledging 
the limitations of 
operating from 
Syrian bases and is 
digging in for a 
long-term 
campaign based 
out of Iran,?
 8/16/16

?Pilot to pi lot and air fram e 
to air fram e? [ Israel]  has ?the 
best air force in the world." 
8/8/16      

?To a far greater extent than 
the United States, Russian 
transpor t helicopters are 
designed for dual use in an 
attack role."
8/1/16

?I really think this is 
intended to be a 
strategic messaging 
to the West that Iran 
and Russia are now 
completely 
committed to the 
survival of the Assad 
regime.? 
8/17/16

 ?The 
Syrian Arab 
Army does 
not have the 
manpower 
to maintain 
a siege on a 
city the size 
of Aleppo.? 
8/19/16"The IRGC and its fast 

attack boats generally 
operate in the Gulf 
while the Iranian N avy 
operates outside the 
strategic waterway 
through which much of 
the world?s oil passes." 
8/31/16
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