ISW in the News

"The Russians have developed a
way of getting the U.S. formally to
permit offensive Russian military
operations against American
partners on the ground, all the

while calling it a ceasefire."

Fox News Opinion
"How Russia Controls U.S. Policy"

02/19/2016
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ISW in the News

Jennifer Cafarella
Syria Analyst
Evans Hanson Fellow

"Al Qaeda, meanwhile,
has been quietly playing
the long game. America's
focus elsewhere has played
directly into the group's
hands...and set up a

return to the global stage
once ISIS is defeated. "

CNN Op-Ed
"Why the Most Dangerous Group in
Syria Isn't ISIS"

02/26/2016 (CNN l

"The U.S. requires partnerships
with Syrian armed opposition
groups in order to destroy ISIS
and al-Qaida affiliate Jabhat al

Nusra in the long term "

Voice of America

02/17/2016

VOICE OF AMERICA

"The recapture of Aleppo City could actually be
sufficient to encourage many Syrian opposition
fighters to stop fighting, and to abandon the war

against Assad."
BBC News
epoe [ERIED
"Russian air power is allowing Assad

forces to advance against previously
formidable foes."

thitagﬂ Chicago Tribune
@ribune 02/08/2016
"The siege of Aleppo,

unless somehow averted,
will transform the Syrian
opposition into
something far worse for
American interests at

home and abroad."
Fox News Opinion

"American security is at risk in Aleppo:
Why Syria's second largest city matters to
the U.S."

02/23/2016

o FOXNEWS

opinion

““ISIS is prioritizing fighting the
Syrian regime over Kurdish forces. We
are at the beginning of that trend.”

THE DAILY The Daily Beast

BEAST 02/25/2016
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ISW in the News

"In the long term, when you’re
looking at ISIS in Libya you’re
looking at an organization that is
getting bigger and training people and
looking more and more like ISIS in

Syria and Iraq."
Buzzfeed Buzz
Harleen Gambhir 2/19/2016 FeeD

Counter-terrorism Analyst
Y "It’s one of the first cases of Europeans

"ISIS didn't control any
terrain along Libya's
central coast this time
last year"

Foreign Policy

2/12/2016

going to Libya instead of directly going
to Syria, and I think we might see more
of that in the future, particularly as it
becomes harder to get to Syria"

International Business Times
2/12/2016

IBT

Patrick Martin
Irag Analyst

"Retaking Mosul would be a

“massive hit”’ to the Islamic

State, said Patrick Martin, an
Iraq expert at the Institute for the

Study of War."
The New York Times @h?
2/29/2016 ﬁellf Hork
cmmes
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"The U.S. risks fueling long-term ethnic
conflict in both Iraq and Syria due to the
relative empowerment of the Kurds at the
expense of other local powerbrokers, often

Sunni Arabs."
Associated Press

2/08/2016

AP
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"A likely response to the siege of Aleppo, Kozak said,
is that Saudi Arabia sends additional reinforcements
'including Manpads [surface-to-air anti-aircraft
missiles] and other sophisticated weapons' to rebel
groups fighting the regime and the multitude of
Iranian-backed miilitias on the ground."

International Business

Christopher Kozak i IBT
01/12/2016

Syria Analyst

Aleppo Control of Terrain:
] " The Syrian government
FEbruarY I3, 201 6 w ks took control of part of a

supply route to Turkey.

Al Bab

Aleppo \

Kuweires
Airbase

Areas of recent gains by
‘_'/ the Syrian governmnent

Al-Safira /
" [ Area of

detail

5 MILES

New York Times

International Business Times 02/12/2016
02/16/2016
Che
IB I New flork
cmes

WWW.UNDERSTANDINGWAR.ORG 4



http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/christopher-kozak
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/christopher-kozak
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/christopher-kozak
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/11/02/china-s-dangerous-war-talk-about-the-south-china-sea.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/14/world/middleeast/syria-russia-aleppo-assad.html?em_pos=large&emc=edit_nn_20160216&nl=morning-briefing&nlid=56130363
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/14/world/middleeast/syria-russia-aleppo-assad.html?em_pos=large&emc=edit_nn_20160216&nl=morning-briefing&nlid=56130363
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/14/world/middleeast/syria-russia-aleppo-assad.html?em_pos=large&emc=edit_nn_20160216&nl=morning-briefing&nlid=56130363
http://www.ibtimes.com/isis-al-nusra-where-will-syria-ceasefire-take-place-2309386
http://www.ibtimes.com/isis-al-nusra-where-will-syria-ceasefire-take-place-2309386
http://www.ibtimes.com/isis-al-nusra-where-will-syria-ceasefire-take-place-2309386
http://www.ibtimes.com/airstrikes-are-not-enough-fight-isis-will-saudi-arabia-send-ground-troops-syria-2303440
http://www.ibtimes.com/airstrikes-are-not-enough-fight-isis-will-saudi-arabia-send-ground-troops-syria-2303440
http://www.ibtimes.com/airstrikes-are-not-enough-fight-isis-will-saudi-arabia-send-ground-troops-syria-2303440
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/11/02/china-s-dangerous-war-talk-about-the-south-china-sea.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/11/02/china-s-dangerous-war-talk-about-the-south-china-sea.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/11/02/china-s-dangerous-war-talk-about-the-south-china-sea.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/11/02/china-s-dangerous-war-talk-about-the-south-china-sea.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/11/02/china-s-dangerous-war-talk-about-the-south-china-sea.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/11/02/china-s-dangerous-war-talk-about-the-south-china-sea.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/11/02/china-s-dangerous-war-talk-about-the-south-china-sea.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/11/02/china-s-dangerous-war-talk-about-the-south-china-sea.html

ISW in the News

Genevieve Casagrande
Syria Analyst*

And primary airstrikes map creator
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ISW in the News

"Not enforcing a no-fly

zone 1s the "'single ““A pilot who gets 10 hours of
. . " flight time a month is more
blggeSt mistake™ the likely to be involved in a
West has made in Syria_" pilot-induced error than a
Associated Press pilot who gets 30 flight hours
a month.”

02/17/2016
/17/ The Virginian Pilot

AP 2/23/2016

Christopher Harmer  “The Pentagon sees EheUirg ':,).ﬂvn':l]ilOt

Non-Resident [the Islamic State] has PilotOnline.com
morphed into exactly

pu—

Senior Naval Analyst what al-Qaida was
after 9/11.” S . S
Stars and Stripes TARS%@&@ TRl P ES@
02/19/2016

More of ISW in the News

Voice of America Daily Caller
2/2/2016 . 2/24/2016
/2/ New York Times Washington Times .
Breitbart The Hill
2/10/2016 2/28/2016
2/4/2016 . . . 2/24/2016
Chicago Tribune Al Monitor Defense O
: P efense One
Washington Post 2/11/2016 2/29/2016
2/9/2016 2/25/2016
Jerusalem Post Salon NBC N.
New York Ti ews
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ISI8 is executing a sophisticated, multi- front campaign against Libya's oil faeilities, de ing the ’s growing capability abroad. President Obama

reportedly ruled out significant military intervention against the group as of February 18. The administration opted to continye intermittent strikes against ISIS
Teaders in Libya instead, such as the strike on an ISIS leader in western Libya on February 19. This surgical approach is unlikely to defeat the group, which maintaing
mare than 5,000 fighters and is reinforced by leadership sent from Irag and Syria. Libyan ground forces are also unlikely to expel ISIS from its areas af control.
ISIS's safe haven in Libya willallow it to survice even if it is defeated in {rag and Syria. ISIS will use its Libyan base to exacerbate regional disorder and likely to
aitack Eurgpe.
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