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"Am ong the fai l ings of the 
cur rent strategy, the authors 
found: too m uch focus on the 
threat from  the Islam ic State 
and not enough on the role of 

Al Qaeda ?  par t icularly 
Jabhat al-Nusra, an offshoot 
they conclude is building a 

m uch m ore sustainable 
presence in Syr ia, is 

em bedded am ong the m ore 
m oderate opposit ion groups 
fight ing the regim e of Syr ian 
President Bashar Assad and 

would be strengthened in the 
event the Islam ic State is 
dislodged from  its safe 

havens."
01/27/2016

T he Inst itute for the Study of War (ISW) and AEI 's Cr it ical T hreats Project conducted a 
m ult i-week planning exercise to develop potential courses of act ion that the United States 

could pursue to destroy ISIS and al Qaeda in I raq and Syr ia. T he first repor t descr ibed 
Am er ica?s  grand strategic object ives as they relate to the threat from  ISIS and al Qaeda. T he 
second repor t defined Am er ican strategic object ives in I raq and Syr ia, identified the necessary 

condit ions for ending the confl icts there, and com pared U.S. object ives with those of other 
actors in order to understand convergences and divergences. T he third repor t assesses the 

strengths and vulnerabil i t ies of ISIS and al Qaeda affi l iate Jabhat al Nusra to serve as the basis 
for developing a strategy to destroy them .*

N ew ISW/CT P Ser ies

U.S. Grand Strategy: D estroying ISIS and Al Qaeda

*  Please note that articles and authors all have hyperlinks.

https://www.politicopro.com/defense/story/2016/01/pro-defense-isilthreat-bender-089874
http://www.understandingwar.org/report/al-qaeda-and-isis-existential-threats-us-and-europe
http://www.understandingwar.org/report/al-qaeda-and-isis-existential-threats-us-and-europe
http://www.understandingwar.org/report/al-qaeda-and-isis-existential-threats-us-and-europe
http://www.understandingwar.org/report/competing-visions-syria-and-iraq-myth-anti-isis-grand-coalition
http://www.understandingwar.org/report/competing-visions-syria-and-iraq-myth-anti-isis-grand-coalition
http://www.understandingwar.org/report/competing-visions-syria-and-iraq-myth-anti-isis-grand-coalition
http://www.understandingwar.org/report/jabhat-al-nusra-and-isis-sources-strength
http://www.understandingwar.org/report/jabhat-al-nusra-and-isis-sources-strength
http://www.understandingwar.org/report/jabhat-al-nusra-and-isis-sources-strength
http://www.understandingwar.org/report/jabhat-al-nusra-and-isis-sources-strength
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"T he U.S. strategy 
against the Islam ic State 
in I raq and Syr ia (ISIS) is 
com pletely overlooking 

al Qaeda's affi l iate in 
Syr ia, the Nusra Front, 

and m ay be 
strengthening the 

affi l iate, according to a 
new repor t."

"H ow can the U.S. m ake the best use 
of i ts brains and brawn against both IS 
and AQ in I raq and Syr ia? T he folks at 
the Inst itute for the Study of War have 
an idea or two, and they rolled them  

up in a new repor t."

"ISW and AEI  predicted that Jabhat 
al-Nusra could then becom e a key affi l iate 
for the global Al Qaeda ter ror ist network 

that focuses on attacking the West."

"Al-Nusra is 'm uch m ore dangerous to the 
U.S. than the ISIS m odel in the long run,' 

according to the authors of a repor t labeling 
both groups 'existent ial ' threats. T he repor t 

was released last week by the Inst itute for the 
Study of War and Am er ican Enterpr ise 

Inst itute."

01/27/2016

01/27/2016

01/27/2016

01/27/2016

M edia coverage of the new ISW-CTP series

"T he repor t goes on to warn that unless the 
U.S. finds a way to change course, the result  

could be exchanging one ter ror ist- led 
proto-state for another."

01/27/2016

Report One
Report Two

http://thehill.com/policy/defense/266443-report-us-strategy-against-isis-overlooks-syrian-al-qaeda-affiliate
http://www.defenseone.com/news/2016/01/the-d-brief-january-21-2016/125289/
http://www.businessinsider.com/jabhat-al-nusra-isis-threat-2016-1
http://www.cnn.com/2016/01/25/politics/al-qaeda-al-nusra-isis-threat-experts/
http://www.voanews.com/content/crafty-al-qaida-affiliate-looking-to-win-us-war-on-is/3155528.html
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/PLANEX%20Report%201%20--%20FINALFINALFINAL.pdf
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/PLANEX%20Report%201%20--%20FINALFINALFINAL.pdf
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/PLANEX%20Report%202%20FINALFINAL.pdf
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/PLANEX%20Report%202%20FINALFINAL.pdf
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"ISIS has been explicit ly explaining its strategy to attack 
Europe to polar ize and destabil ize and has a large 

network of foreign fighters  who are working with their 
contacts on the ground to launch new attacks." 

 WSJLive with Mary Kissel

1/15/2016

"Turkey has such a robust [ ISIS]  recruitm ent 
infrastructure. You have people who are 
l iving in Turkey, who want to continue 

l iving in Turkey but are very m uch 
networked with ISIS. "

International Business Times

01/13/2016

H arleen Gam bhir
Counter-terrorism Analyst

Chr istopher Kozak
Syria Analyst

"Par t of the overall strategy 
of the Syr ian regim e has 

always been to depopulate 
rebel-held areas to deny 

them  polit ical legit im acy." 

Fox News

01/12/2016

Patr ick M art in 
Iraq Analyst "I t  helps to ham m er hom e the 

point that the ISF can retake 
ter r itory [Ram adi]  without 

I ranian proxy m ili t ias."

Christian Science Monitor

01/06/2016

"All these attacks [M uqdadiyah 
bom bings]  are par t of the sam e 

cam paign by ISIS to essentially force 
I raqi secur it y forces to respond and 

prevent them  from  conducting 
forward operat ions. I t 's aim ed at 

underm ining their strength."

Associated Press

01/12/2016

http://www.wsj.com/video/opinion-journal-isiss-global-reach/DBF0E03F-A5B2-48A4-A5E5-55FD6474B147.html
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http://www.wsj.com/video/opinion-journal-isiss-global-reach/DBF0E03F-A5B2-48A4-A5E5-55FD6474B147.html
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http://www.ibtimes.com/isis-operational-capacities-turkey-strengthened-laissez-faire-approach-president-2262726
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http://www.foxnews.com/world/2016/01/12/syria-un-asks-for-more-money-and-russia-creates-more-refugees.html
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?H aving been in a state of 
alm ost com plete collapse, the 

I raqi m il i tary is now capable of 
m odest m il i tary operat ions as 
long as the US is holding its 

hand.? 
"T he U.S., l ike France, has clearly not 

pr ior it ized the air war against the Islam ic State 
group as m uch as it?s pr ior it ized its rhetor ic "

"We thought we could love them  
[Russia]  into the N AT O all iance, and 
hug them  into being responsible state 

actors."

"Either the naval leadership put these 
sailors in an im possible situat ion or the 
sailors are professionally incom petent." 

CN N

01/14/2016

"T here?s zero 
upside to tell ing 
ISIS what we?re 

doing, none at all."
The Guardian

01/14/2016

"We?ve accom m odated I ran for 
so long, we?ve accom m odated 

their aggressive behavior, we?ve 
accom m odated their state 

sponsorship of ter ror that we 
are now in a posit ion where we 

just don?t have as m uch 
credibi l i t y."

 Interview with Bill O'Reilly

1/15/2016

Financial Times

01/01/2016US News and World Report

01/07/2016

Christian Science M onitor

01/08/2016

http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/christopher-harmer
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/christopher-harmer
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/christopher-harmer
http://rss.cnn.com/c/35494/f/676986/s/4cdaa431/sc/7/l/0Ledition0Bcnn0N0C20A160C0A10C130Cpolitics0Ciran0Esailors0Ecapture0Enavy0Ecriticism0Cindex0Bhtml0Deref0Frss0Imiddleeast/story01.htm
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jan/13/us-defense-secretary-ashton-carter-isis-raqqa-mosul-iraq-syria
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Genevieve Casagrande
Syria Analyst*

* And primary airstrikes map creator

"Coordination with the Kurds 
would allow for Russia to continue 

to present i tself as a wor thwhile 
anti- ISIS actor in Syr ia, while 

anger ing Turkey and disrupting 
U.S. operat ions."

Tbe Daily Beast

 01/12/2016

?T he Russian air cam paign enabled addit ional 
batt lefield gains by the Syr ian regim e from  

January 8 to January 14. "

Voice of America

 01/18/2016
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01/13/2016

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/11/syria-talks-vienna-elections-151114164744139.html
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ISW M aps in the N ews
In addition to our analysts' expertise, ISW's maps continue to be utilized by major news sources as a 

crucial visual complement to breaking news stories and cutting edge analysis. 
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Follow ISW :

M ore of ISW in the N ews
US News and World Report
01/04/2016

International Business Times
01/07/2016

Middle East Monitor
01/20/2016

CNN
01/23/2016

Financial D irector
01/25/2016

Daily Caller
01/29/2016

Breitbart
01/25/2016

Voice of America
01/31/2016
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http://www.businessinsider.com/experts-examine-the-us-strategy-for-defeating-isis-and-al-qaeda-2016-1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2016/01/28/meet-the-next-commander-in-afghanistan-who-has-deeper-experience-there-than-almost-any-u-s-general/
https://www.facebook.com/InstitutefortheStudyofWar
http://twitter.com/thestudyofwar
https://www.linkedin.com/company/institute-for-the-study-of-war
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http://www.ibtimes.com/russian-european-airstrikes-against-isis-are-fanning-out-caliphate-north-africa-2216383
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http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/News/14891/21/TURKEY’S-ACTIONS-SHOW-THE-DESPAIR-OF-THE-REGIME-CHANGE-CAMP.aspx
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/articles/americas/23447-whats-still-wrong-with-the-war-on-terror
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http://www.voanews.com/content/as-is-expands-should-us-deepend-its-military-involvement/2836831.html
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