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The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) entered its 10th Anniversary year empowered by its unique 
role within the U.S. national security community. America confronts a growing and increasingly 
complex set of threats and challenges abroad while managing a government transition at home. This 
environment has already generated important opportunities that ISW has seized. ISW remains 
dedicated to and positioned for advancing an informed understanding of military affairs among 
decision-makers and the public through reliable research, trusted analysis, and innovative education. 
 
So far in 2017, the ISW team has delivered critical insights, informed the ongoing debate over the 
direction of U.S. national security policy, enhanced its education of the next generation of security 
leaders, and harnessed the power of its analytical innovation. 
 

 
 
ISW’s analysts have shaped the discourse in the broader policy community with incisive commentary.  
 

 
       Director of Tradecraft and Innovation Jessica L. McFate on anti-ISIS strategy          Lead Intelligence Planner Jennifer Cafarella on fighting al Qaeda 
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ISW’s products, including its signature maps, have continued to enrich the media’s coverage and public’s 
understanding of key national security issues. Major media outlets continue to build their content from the 
foundation of ISW’s work.  
 

 
                          The Washington Post                            The Economist                       The Financial Times                               The Guardian 

 
ISW has earned nearly 60 media mentions thus far in 2017 and published multiple opinion editorials. 
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National security developments continue to validate ISW’s prescience and innovative forecasting capabilities. 
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                   General John Allen (U.S.M.C., ret.) teaching Hertog Program students  

 
ISW’s former team lead for Afghanistan and Pakistan, Jeffrey Dressler, is the new national security advisor to 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives Paul Ryan. 
 

 
 

*** 
 

ISW is a non-partisan, 501(c)3 non-profit organization funded through charitable giving. ISW does not take 
U.S. or foreign government funding. It depends exclusively on the generosity of fellow Americans who care 
deeply about our national security. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


