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The Mashhad Neighborhood Youth issued further instructions for the planned protests on December 5-
7. The Mashhad group called for street protests on December 5, protests moving toward and occupying government
buildings on December 6, and countrywide protests and marches in solidarity with university students on December
7.[1] These instructions partially mirror those distributed by the Tehran Neighborhood Youth, which similarly differentiated
planned protest activities by day, as CTP previously reported.[2]

The Mashhad group provided additional guidance on how to degrade the regime’s capability to crack down on protests on
December 2. The group called on protesters to target security forces on motorcycles, noting the importance of motorcycle
units to the regime protest crackdown.[3] Some of the most elite regime security units, such as the Basij Imam Ali battalions,
use motorcycles to disperse and intimidate crowds and rapidly traverse busy city streets.[4] The regime formed some of
these units after the Green Movement in 2009, specifically to improve its effectiveness in suppressing protests in dense
urban areas.[5] The Mashhad group previously called on its "operational teams” to destroy CCTV cameras to prevent the
state security services from using them to identify protesters on December 1.[6]

The behavior of the Mashhad Neighborhood Youth suggests that it may be more coordinated and organized
than some other youth groups in the protest movement. The Mashhad group has repeatedly issued guidance and
instructions to its operational teams since November 2022, as CTP previously reported, in addition to advising
protesters.[7] The Mashhad group was also the first and second signatory of the joint youth group statements issued on
November 22 and 27, respectively, suggesting that the group may have played a role in organizing the statements among
the youth groups.[8]

Anti-regime outlet Iran International published an article on December 2 suggesting that the regime is
struggling to sustain the necessary equipment and manpower to continue its protest crackdown.[9] The
article reported that the regime has sought advisors and the purchase of protest suppression equipment from Russia to
support the crackdown. Senior US officials warned on October 26 that Russia may advise the regime protest
crackdown.[10] The Iran International article separately reported that an unidentified senior IRGC officer claimed that the
IRGC tried to mobilize 1,000 retired personnel for the crackdown to mitigate manpower shortages, but that only 300 retirees
were willing to help. Iran International previously reported on October 14 that the IRGC called on retirees to report to the
Mohammad Rasoul Ollah headquarters—the IRGC unit responsible for security in Tehran Province.[11] CTP cannot verify
any of the reports from Iran International.

Key Takeaways

¢ The Mashhad Neighborhood Youth issued further instructions for the planned protests on
December 5-7.

¢ The behavior of the Mashhad Neighborhood Youth suggests that it may be more coordinated
and organized than some other youth groups in the protest movement.

¢ Anti-regime outlet Iran International published an article suggesting that the regime is
struggling to shore up the necessary equipment and manpower to continue its protest
crackdown.

¢ Atleast seven protests took place in seven cities across six provinces on December 2.

¢ Unidentified individuals attacked Deputy Industry, Mining, and Trade Minister for General
Industries Mohammad Mehdi Baradaran on his way home.

¢ Prominent Sunni Cleric Moulana Abdol Hamid condemned the regime’s protest suppression
response in his Friday prayer sermon in Zahedan, Sistan and Baluchistan Province.

e Prosecutor General Mohammad Javad Montazeri stated that Parliament and the Supreme
Cultural Revolution Council will announce an opinion on the mandatory hijab law by
December 17.
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Anti-Regime Protests

At least seven protests took place in seven cities across six provinces on December 2. CTP assesses with
moderate to high confidence that protests occurred in the following locations:

Bandar-e Anzali, Gilan Province[12]

Size: Medium

Demographic: Mourners

Notes: Funeral for Mehran Samak
Ghorveh, Kurdistan Province[13]
Size: Small

Izeh, Khuzestan Province[14]
Size: Small to medium

Demographic: Mourners

Notes: Funeral for Hamed Selahshour who security forces reportedly tortured to death for participating in anti-regime
protests.

Arak, Markazi Province[15]

Size: Small to medium

Demographic: Mourners

Notes: 40-day commemoration ceremony for Sina Malayaeri

Regime Repression: Security forces verbally threaten mourners
Zahedan, Sistan and Baluchistan Province[16]

Size: Medium

Protester Activity: Burned ties in road

Regime Repression: Security forces fired live ammunition and tear gas
Notes: Protests followed Abdol Hamid’s Friday prayer sermon
Tehran City, Tehran Province[17]

Size: Undetermined

Protester Activity: Fire lit in street

CTP assesses with low confidence that protests occurred in the following locations:
Iranshahr, Sistan and Baluchistan Province[18]

Size: Small

Note: CTP defines small protests as fewer than 100 individuals, medium protests as between 100 and
1,000, and large protests as over one thousand.
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Unidentified individuals attacked Deputy Industry, Mining, and Trade Minister for General Industries
Mohammad Mehdi Baradaran on his way home, according to Iranian media on December 1.[19] It is unclear
where Baradaran lives, though he presumably has a home in Tehran given his position. Baradaran was hospitalized in critical
condition after the attack.

The Shiraz Neighborhood Youth on December 2 called on protesters to send in images and videos of
businesses open during the planned protests on December 5-7.[20] The Shiraz group expressed intent to use
these images and videos to organize boycotts against those businesses.

Prominent Sunni Cleric Moulana Abdol Hamid condemned the regime’s protest suppression response in
his Friday prayer sermon in Zahedan, Sistan and Baluchistan Province on December 2. Abdol Hamid
criticized Iranian officials for issuing death sentences to several protesters. Abdol Hamid additionally responded to the
hacktivist Black Reward group’s leaked documents allegedly discussing regime efforts to undermine Abdol Hamid, stating:
“If you are able to govern and have power, it is by God’s will. If we have the respect and love of the people, it is by God’s will.
God bestows honor and takes it away. No one but God can take honor away.” Abdol Hamid stressed the importance of
religious unity in a possible attempt to appeal to marginalized groups beyond Sistan and Baluchistan Province.[21] Abdol
Hamid’s message is seemingly resonating with a growing number of Iranians--especially in the Iranian Sunni community—
as CTP has previously reported.[22]

Prosecutor General Mohammad Javad Montazeri stated on December 1 that Parliament and the Supreme
Cultural Revolution Council will announce an opinion on the mandatory hijab law by December 16.[23]

Axis of Resistance and Regional Developments

The Washington Institute for Near East Policy published analysis on how Iranian-backed factions believe
they can control major decisions in the Iraqi central government under Prime Minister Mohammad Shia
al Sudani.[24] Qais Khazali—the leader of Iranian proxy Asaib Ahl al Haq—stated that Sudani must refer to the Shia
Coordination Framework on “strategic decisions, whether political, economic, or security,” according to the analysis. The
Shia Coordination Framework is the umbrella organization for Iran-backed political factions in Iraq.
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