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The Iran Updates are produced by the Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American
Enterprise Institute with support from the Institute for the Study of War (ISW). To
receive Iran Updates via email, please subscribe here.

This special edition of our daily Iran update continues our focus on the chemical
attacks in Iran. It includes maps and characterizations of protests in Iran on March
4, 5, and 6, and in Iraq on March 5.

e Over 110 separate student poisonings occurred throughout Iran on March 6. Some have
framed these incidents as “mass hysteria.” They are not. Someone is deliberately poisoning
Iranian children—we are just not sure who.

e Students—primarily Iranian schoolgirls—have reported hundreds of chemical attacks in
recent weeks, especially since March 1.2 Their symptoms include headaches, dizziness,
shortness of breath, nausea, vomiting, and numbness.3

e Some have compared these recent reports to previous instances of “mass sociogenic
illnesses,” in which presenting symptoms are caused by anxiety rather than—in this case—
chemical attacks.4

e Mass sociogenic illness is not completely implausible in Iran. The Islamic Republic has,
indeed, stoked fear and even terror through its brutal treatment of Iranian girls, especially
those who participated in the Mahsa Amini protests.5

¢ No one wants to believe that anyone would deliberately poison schoolgirls, but dismissing
the countrywide, months-long chemical attacks as psychogenic will not do.

¢ Regime officials themselves have acknowledged that some form of intentional poisoning
is occurring in Iranian schools, although they deny the extent and scale of these reports.®

e Reports of chemical attacks have now expanded beyond a single demographic—Iranian
schoolgirls—to schoolboys and teachers at targeted schools.”

e Iranian officials today stated that tested samples consisted of multiple chemicals,
consistent with reports from a Tehran doctor treating poisoned patients in the ICU.8

¢ Iranian media and social media reports suggest that several individuals have required ICU
treatment after the poisonings, too, and some hospitals are crowded with victims.¢

e Theregime response to mass poisonings in Iranian schools is also unlike what any civilized
country’s reaction to countrywide reported attacks on some of the most vulnerable
segments of its population would be.

e The Iranian police only announced that they would deploy security personnel to protect
schools today—three months after the first reported poisoning occurred.°
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e Security personnel and school officials behaving normally would not violently handle
distressed citizens following an attack as some Iranian officials did.:

e Some students reported being told to immediately return to class following a reported
attack—an almost unimaginable response in most countries.!2

e Itisunclear who is perpetrating these chemical attacks on Iranian children. But someone
is making them happen. And regime officials have been behaving oddly.

e Iranian girls are not hysterics. Iranian officials are not all monsters. Something odd and
awful is happening in Iran. We hope to understand it soon.

e And, of course, we hope that it will stop at once.

Iran Student Poisonings by Province - March 6
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Protests erupted in Iraq against the Shia Coordination Framework (SCF)--an
umbrella organization for Iran-aligned political parties—on March 5. CTP recorded
demonstrations in at least five cities in response to SCF-backed electoral reform legislation that
the Iraqi parliament is considering. Independent and minority Iraqi political parties failed to
remove the legislation from the parliamentary agenda on March 4.13 Ratifying this legislation
would reverse several previous reforms meant to promote proportional representation in
parliament that Iraq adopted after the Tishreen protests in late 2019.14 The State of Law party—
the party of former Prime Minister Nouri al Maliki—would likely expand its political influence
due to these proposed reforms at the expense of some independent and minority parties. Protest
organizers called on citizens to burn down signs associated with the SCF along main roads and
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warned that protests will continue if the election law passes in the Iraqi parliament.’s CTP has
characterized each reported protest at the bottom of this update.

At least five protests occurred in five cities across five provinces in Iraq on March 5.
CTP assesses with moderate to high confidence that protests occurred in the following locations:

Hamza, Babil Province*®
e Size: Small
e Protester Activity: Set fires in the street; released statement against the SCF

[ )
Sadr City, Baghdad Province!”
e Size: Small

e Protester Activity: Set fire to tires in the street blocking traffic; released statement
against the SCF

Kufa, Najaf Province!$
e Size: Small
e Protester Activity: Blocked traffic

Diwaniyah, al Qadisiyyah
e Size: Small
o Protester Activity: Set fires in the street blocking traffic

Kut, Wasit Province2z°
e Size: Small
o Protester Activity: Set fires in the street
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Protest Activity in Iraq
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Key Takeaways

e Over 110 separate student poisonings occurred throughout Iran on March 6.
Some have framed these incidents as “mass hysteria.” They are not. Someone
is deliberately poisoning Iranian children—we are just not sure who.

¢ Protests erupted in Iraq against the Shia Coordination Framework (SCF)--an
umbrella organization for Iran-aligned political parties.

¢ Atleast nine protests occurred on March 4, at least five protests occurred on
March 5, and at least nine protests occurred on March 6.

Internal Security and Protest Activity
At least nine protests occurred in four cities across four provinces on March 4. CTP
assesses with moderate to high confidence that protests occurred in the following locations:

Esfahan City, Esfahan Province2!
e Size: Small
¢ Demographic: Individuals protesting student poisonings
¢ Notes: Protesters chanted “Spraying acid and poisoning, both are a crime.”

Kermanshah City, Kermanshah Province22
e Size: Small
¢ Demographic: Individuals protesting student poisonings

Tehran City, Tehran Province23
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e Size: Small

e Area: District 1

¢ Demographic: Individuals protesting student poisonings

¢ Notes: Protesters chanted “Death to the child-killing government.”

Tehran City, Tehran Province24
e Size: Small
e Area: District 5
¢ Demographic: Individuals protesting student poisonings
¢ Notes: Protesters chanted “Our enemy is right here, it is a lie, them saying it is America”
and “Our children are our red line.”

Tehran City, Tehran Province25
e Size: Small
e Area: District 8
e Demographic: Individuals protesting student poisonings

Tehran City, Tehran Province!
e Size: Small
¢ Demographic: Mothers protesting student poisonings

CTP assesses with low confidence that protests occurred in the following locations:

Yasouj, Kohgilouyeh and Boyer Ahmad Provincez2¢
e Size: Small
¢ Demographic: Municipal workers

Tehran City, Tehran Province2z”
e Size: Small
e Demographic: Government workers

Tehran City, Tehran Province23
e Size: Small
e Area: District 4
¢ Demographic: Individuals protesting student poisonings

L https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1631954760805883905 ?cxt=HHWWgoC99auN76UtAAAA ;
https://twitter.com/hra_news/status/1632039734787686402?cxt=HHWWhIC-tb3flaYtAAAA ;
https://twitter.com/RadioFarda /status/1632000920048238596?cxt=HHWWilCwiZWMAhKYtAAAA
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Protest Activity in Iran

as of March 4, 6:00 PM
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At least five protests occurred in five cities across three provinces on March 5. CTP
assesses with moderate confidence that one protest occurred in the following location:

Ahvaz, Khuzestan Province29
e Size: Small
¢ Demographic: Retirees

CTP assesses with low confidence that protests occurred in the following locations:

Kermanshah City, Kermanshah Provinces°
e Size: Small
e Demographic: Retirees

Shoush, Khuzestan Provinces*
e Size: Small
¢ Demographic: Retirees

Shoushtar, Khuzestan Provinces?
e Size: Small
¢ Demographic: Retirees

Tehran City, Tehran Provinces3
e Size: Small

e Demographic: Disabled individuals
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Protest Activity in Iran
as of March 5, 6:00 PM
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At least nine protests occurred in nine cities across eight provinces on March 6. CTP
assesses with moderate to high confidence that protests occurred in the following locations:

Ilam City, Ilam Province3s4
e Size: Small

¢ Demographic: Retired telecommunications workers

Kermanshah City, Kermanshah Provincess
e Size: Small

¢ Demographic: Retired telecommunications workers

Ahvaz, Khuzestan Provinces3®
e Size: Small

¢ Demographic: Retired telecommunications workers

Mahabad, West Azerbaijan3”
e Size: Small

¢ Demographic: Individuals protesting the regime and student poisonings
CTP assesses with low confidence that protests occurred in the following locations:

Esfahan City, Esfahan Provinces$
e Size: Small
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¢ Demographic: Retired telecommunications workers

Mashhad, Razavi Khorasan Province3?
e Size: Small
¢ Demographic: Retired telecommunications workers

Sanandaj, Kurdistan Province4°
e Size: Small
¢ Demographic: Retired telecommunications workers

Oroumiyeh, West Azerbaijan Province4!
e Size: Small
¢ Demographic: Retired telecommunications workers

Yazd City, Yazd Province4z
e Size: Small
¢ Demographic: Retired telecommunications workers

Protest Activity in Iran

as of March 6, 5:00 PM
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Iranian state media reported on March 3 that reformist leader Mir Hossein Mousavi
has been hospitalized with flu-like symptoms.43 Mousavi previously issued a statement on
February 4 calling for a referendum on the Islamic Republic and the drafting of a new constitution
if that referendum fails, as CTP previously reported.44 The regime has kept Mousavi under house
arrest since shortly after the Green Movement ended.
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Nuclear Program

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Rafael Grossi
traveled to Iran and met with senior officials, including President Ebrahim Raisi
and Atomic Energy Organization of Iran Director Mohammad Eslami, on March 3-
4.45 Grossi discussed technical cooperation to reinstall IAEA monitoring equipment at Iranian
nuclear sites, among other matters, in his meetings.4¢

External Security and Military Affairs

Defense and Armed Forces Logistics Minister Brigadier General Mohammad Reza
Gharaei Ashtiani met with Syrian Defense Minister Lieutenant General Ali
Mahmoud Abbas in Tehran on March 5.47 Ashtiani may have discussed the potential sale of
air defense equipment to Syria during the meeting. The Defense and Armed Forces Logistics
Ministry is responsible for managing Iran’s defense industries and arms sales and acquisitions.
Ashtiani previously met with the Syrian Air Defense Forces Commander Salahuddin Kaser al
Ghanem in Tehran to discuss the potential sale of air defense equipment on February 22, as CTP
previously reported.48
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https://twitter.com/hra_news/status/1632350571419107333?cxt=HHwWioC85caMo6ctAAAA
https://twitter.com/RadioFarda_/status/1632724685568851970?cxt=HHwWhIC-te6czagtAAAA
https://twitter.com/hra_news/status/1632682892198400008?cxt=HHwWkMC-xZWcuqgtAAAA
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1632663612417294336?cxt=HHwWgIC2_fe5sagtAAAA
https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1632741975932776449?cxt=HHwWgsC91aWL1agtAAAA
https://twitter.com/hra_news/status/1632675055464325120?cxt=HHwWgIC9qYHUtqgtAAAA
https://twitter.com/RadioFarda_/status/1632669199305777153?cxt=HHwWgoC9xZH_s6gtAAAA
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42 https://twitter.com/iranworkers/status/1632750074085232640?cxt=HHWWgMC-zdXi2KgtAAAA ;
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