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The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian-sponsored activities abroad that
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends
that affect the stability and decision-making of the Iranian regime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP)
at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these
updates regularly based on regional events. Click here to see CTP and ISW’s interactive map of Israeli
ground operations. This map is updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. Click
here to subscribe to the Iran Update.

CTP-ISW defines the “Axis of Resistance” as the unconventional alliance that Iran has cultivated in
the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to secure their collective interests.
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these groups with
varying levels of financial, military, and political support in exchange for some degree of influence or
control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian
direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the
Axis of Resistance are united by their grand strategic objectives, which include eroding and eventually
expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing
these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of
Iranian regional strategy.

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well-covered in Western media
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

Hamas’ leaders have very likely calculated that Hamas will survive a Rafah operation and
that Hamas should therefore pursue its maximalist ceasefire demands without major
concessions. Hamas’ maximalist ceasefire demands appear to have solidified as the IDF drew down
its forces in the Gaza Strip beginning in late December 2023.[1] The drawdown indicated to Hamas that
the group was winning by forcing the IDF from the Strip. Sinwar indicated to senior Hamas officials in
February 2024 that the Hamas was “doing fine” and were “ready for...Rafah.”[2] Sinwar did not fear a
Rafah operation because the withdrawal of Israeli forces from the northern Gaza Strip meant Hamas*
remaining forces in the north would survive. Sinwar’s position almost certainly solidified in April after
the remainder of IDF units withdrew from Khan Younis, permanently leaving only one brigade south
of Gaza City in the Netzarim Corridor.[3] The withdrawal from Khan Younis will enable Hamas fighters
to flee north as the Israeli operation begins.


https://isw.pub/IsraelBattleMap
https://hello.aei.org/Subscribe-to-Iran-Update.html

Hamas introduced a ceasefire counterproposal on May 6 with two key changes that Israel had not
accepted. The Hamas-proposed ceasefire includes two key stipulations that would satisfy Hamas’
maximalist demands: an end to the Israeli “blockade” and a permanent end to the war.[4] These
conditions were not in the purported original text that Israel helped Egypt craft on April 26.[5] Hamas
“accepted” the deal with the new stipulations after meeting with mediators in a series of meetings from
May 3 to May 5.[6] Hamas leader in the Gaza Strip Yahya Sinwar weighed in on the proposed deal on
May 3 to raise several desired edits according to Arab mediators speaking to the Wall Street Journal.[7]
A senior Hamas official spoke negatively about the proposal on May 2 before Hamas added the
stipulations.[8] Israeli officials were not part of these early May meetings and only received the edited
text an hour after Hamas “agreed” to the deal.[9] US State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller
characterized Hamas’ May 6 response as “a counterproposal” that contained amendments to the
original framework on May 7.[10]

The additional demands that Hamas introduced in the May 6 ceasefire counterproposal secure both
Hamas’ survival and its ability to reconstitute by limiting Israel’s ability to disrupt supplies bound for
Hamas. Hamas could use the end of an aid inspections regime to smuggle in new weapons and supplies
to repair the parts of the tunnel system destroyed during the war.[11] A “permanent” truce would
provide Hamas the time and space to reconstitute itself militarily and reassert its political authority in
the Gaza Strip.[12] Hamas would break a ceasefire of any length at a time and for reasons of its own
choosing because it desires to destroy Israel.[13] Hamas sees control of the Gaza Strip as a prerequisite
to the destruction of Israel. Hamas’ survival as a military and political entity remains an
unacceptable outcome to this war.

Hamas will likely survive a major Israeli operation in Rafah if a major operation occurs. Hamas
infiltrated and then rebuilt itself in areas that the IDF withdrew from in December 2023 and April
2024.[14] Hamas units in these areas have conducted dozens of attacks targeting Israeli forces
attempting to re-clear areas that the IDF had previously cleared.[15] Hamas and other militias have
also mortared Israeli forces holding static positions in the central Gaza Strip’s Netzarim Corridor.[16]
Hamas units outside of Rafah have also reportedly coordinated among themselves to conduct
operations against the IDF by coordinating meetings between brigade and battalion commanders.[17]
Hamas will survive a Rafah operation because it continues to operate from and control other territory
in the Gaza Strip outside of Rafah.
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A decapitation strategy aimed at killing Hamas’ senior leaders will not defeat or destroy Hamas. Israel
may kill Yahya Sinwar during a major operation in Rafah, but his death will not achieve Israeli
objectives. The United States pursued a decapitation strategy in its campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan.
This US strategy was not successful in destroying terrorist organizations in either country. ISIS and al
Qaeda retained the ability to reconstitute themselves multiple times in Iraq, Syria, and Afghanistan.[18]
A decapitation strategy can degrade a terrorist organization, but cannot destroy one, particularly one
as large, established, and well-organized as Hamas.[19]
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Israel and Hamas said separately on May 8 that ceasefire negotiations are stalled after
new talks in Cairo. Unspecified Israeli officials told Reuters that Israel sees no sign of a breakthrough
in ceasefire talks, but that their delegation will remain in Cairo "for now.”[20] A media advisor to
Hamas’ Political Bureau accused Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of “procrastinating” in
ceasefire talks.[21] The Hamas official also said that the Hamas delegation left Cairo for Doha to assess
the situation.

US Central Intelligence Agency Director Bill Burns discussed ceasefire and hostage negotiations with
Netanyahu in Israel on May 7.[22] Burns also met with Israeli Mossad Director David Barnea in
Israel.[23] Burns was recently in Cairo for the latest round of ceasefire negotiations.

Key Takeaways:

Ceasefire Negotiations: Hamas’ leaders have very likely calculated that Hamas will survive a
Rafah operation and that Hamas should therefore pursue its maximalist ceasefire demands
without major concessions. Both Hamas and Israel said on May 8 that talks are stalled.

Hamas After Rafah: Hamas will likely survive a major Israeli operation in Rafah if a major
operation occurs because Hamas continues to control and operate from territory in the Gaza
Strip outside of Rafah.

United States-Israel Relations: The limited Israeli operation to seize the Rafah crossing
does not require a shift in US policy toward the war, according to US officials. The US Secretary
of Defense confirmed that the United States paused a munitions shipment bound for Israel,
however.

Gaza Strip: Israeli forces continued a limited operation targeting Hamas fighters and
infrastructure in eastern Rafah on May 8.

Iraq: The IDF confirmed that it intercepted an “aerial target” approaching Israel from the east
after Iranian-backed militias in Iraq claimed a drone attack targeting southern Israel.

Yemen: CENTCOM reported that the Houthis conducted four attacks targeting maritime
shipping on May 6 and 7.
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Axis of Resistance objectives:

o Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in
the Gaza Strip

o Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

Palestinian militias conducted four indirect fire attacks targeting Israeli forces along the
Netzarim corridor north of the central Gaza Strip on May 8.[24] Six Palestinian militias have
participated in daily indirect fire attacks targeting Israeli forces along the corridor since April 28.[25]
Israeli forces have established forward operating bases along the Netzarim corridor to facilitate future
raids into areas of the Gaza Strip.[26]
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Israeli forces continued a limited operation targeting Hamas fighters and infrastructure
in eastern Rafah on May 8.[27] Israeli forces advanced into eastern Rafah overnight on May 7 and
seized control of the Rafah crossing between the Gaza Strip and Egypt.[28] The IDF 401st Brigade is at
the Rafah crossing following IDF intelligence that Palestinian militias were using the crossing for
military activity.[29] Israeli media reported on May 6 that the IDF chose to capture the crossing given
its role in smuggling advanced weapons between the Gaza Strip and Egypt in the past.[30] Geolocated
footage taken by Israeli soldiers and shared on social media shows that Israeli forces have advanced to
areas northeast of the Rafah crossing.[31] The IDF Givati Brigade engaged Palestinian fighters in the
area and began to destroy underground tunnel shafts.[32] Commercially available satellite imagery
captured on May 7 shows flattened terrain west of Shokat al Sufi, indicating that Israeli tanks or
bulldozers operated near the town. CNN reported on May 8 that satellite imagery shows Israeli forces
forming  possible = forward  operating bases near some  bulldozed areas.[33]

Israeli forces engaged several Palestinian militias, including Hamas, in clashes in eastern Rafah.
Palestinian fighters fired small arms, rocket-propelled grenades (RPG), and mortars targeting Israeli
forces as they advanced east of Rafah City.[34] The IDF said on May 8 that Israeli forces have conducted
100 airstrikes and killed 30 fighters in Rafah since they advanced into the area.[35]

6 Institute for the Study of War and AEl’s Critical Threats Project 2024



Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the

Gaza Strip as of May 8, 2024, 2:00 PM ET

\, ISW

e k|
K E’;%'iam“m S e e e
N Abrad AT - B
2
g It CRITICAL
: Jaba‘\iad\’—f A o THREATS
Israeli forces have { A  ————
conducted 100 strikes and Q‘ Sh‘t'a‘ &3,_ A ;t GEOSPATIAL FUND
+ . . e aza City
killed 30 fighters in Rafah =
since Israeli forces
advanced into the area NG bl
Al ZahraO ad Dik
'-\ o < [HaBesO"
Ndsalrajo;j’gsmeﬁ' stream
ay \'.
Maghazﬂég\_
s Bala’;gﬂ' i Israeli forces continued
) . . . .
[~k 1 their limited operation
gk t i figh
.. argeting Hamas fighters
Palestinian fighters fired . L and infrastructure in
rockets into Israel as Israeli / {f 1o eastern Rafah
ground forces approached oo ) )
. . I
launch sites in eastern Rafah BaniSuheilao ./ foAbasdh, S
. Khan Younis O ‘((‘4- ->D*al Kabira ,”
~ - J /
. -
\\ ‘ \\/'\“-/\) k
y
N £
¢ ~<" Khirbat /' /¢
I-Adas / Lebanon—
RafehQ 2

> Al Bay ukD
\5‘ v ‘*f

(o) 5 10 20 Kilometers
L 1 1 L | I 1 1 | EgypL
Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Mitchell Belcher, Noel Mikkelsen, Thomas
Bergeron, Brian Carter, Ashka Jhaveri, Johanna Moore, and Andie Parry
© 2024 Instilile for the Sludy of War and AET's Critical Threats Project

- - Reported Isracli Clearing Al-Mawasi Humanitarian Zone == Significant Water Obstacles

’ Operations*
IDT-Declared TTumanitarian 1 Densely Urban Areas
Corridor on Road 230

3 Israel

[ Gaza Strip
Claimed Furthest Israeli

=3 Jordan and Lebanon = Advances O Significant Fighting in the past
Israeli-Buill Highway Roule

24 Hours

- Areas Reportedly Infiltrated by - 749

Syria
~ Paleslinian Militias

#*ISW-CTP's "Reported Israeli Clearing Operations” layer uses the US mililary's doetrinal definition of clearing which is an operation thal "requires
the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area." Clearing operations frequently take weelks

and sometimes months to complete

Institute for the Study of War and AEl’s Critical Threats Project 2024


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Gaza Clearing Map May 8%2C 2024.png

Isracli Announced Evacuation Zones in the

Gaza Strip as of May 8, 2024, 2:00 PM ET

L” E!e\t HanaunO ) INSTITUTE FOR THE
B ‘ ZOBeitlana K OBy O WAR

) AND
CRITICAL
THREATS

3% i ISW

THE DR. JACK LONDON
‘GEOSPATIAL FUND

NGO-built
Jetty. ]
CTP-ISW's "Israeli Announced ‘m
. " Al ZahraO ad le
Evacuation Zones" layer shows {.m @ ) gesor
. . D es

Israeli evacuation zones Nusa.rgno‘n éarﬂj”&ream

announced by the Israel i i
Defense Forces (IDF). CTP-ISW Maghaimo \j

used IDF maps and statements il |
to create this layer. Where IDF ?*"? Ba'a“? | r]f

maps cover part of a zone this fans L S
layer covers the whole zone to AN
avoid understating the I ST~ \\
evacuation order. The IDF / }-z,‘ 3
began announcing these BaniiStheiz o]
. Khan YDLIHISO kY

evacuation zones on December LS Y

2, 2023, at 0222 ET on X ‘ \‘\,»\,.J/" e

(Twitter)

_ Khirbat
;) Oal-Adas
Al BayikQ

Egypt
Map by Geor ge Barros, Damcl ‘llt.(llrn. '\fitr.hLHBLthLr ’\m.l Mikkelsen, Thomas Bergeron, Brlun Carter,

Ashka Jhaveri, Johanna Moore, and Andie Parry - © 2024 Institute for the Study of War and AEl's C rmcnl
Threats Project

[ Israel - -, Reported Israeli Clearing Al-Mawasi [Tumanitarian Israeli Announced Evacuation
Opu alions® Zone Zones
[ Gaza Strip
~ — Claimed Furthest Israeli IDF-Declared Humanitarian [ Densely Urban Areas
[ Jordan and Lebanon “ 7 Advances Corridor on Road 230
== Significant Water Obstacles
[T Syria 77, Areas Reportes dly Infiltrated  __ Isracli-Built Highway Route
"y Palestinian Militias 749

= ISV\ (.'T‘P s 'R?ported 1§F']E‘ll Lleﬂlmg [)pemtlon\ h\m uses the U‘-: mlllt’n} s du('tnml deﬁnlllun mc ('lenmg \\huh is an npemtmn thwt IE‘quII‘P‘i

and 'sumetlmei months to complete

US State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller revised his May 7 statement on
Israel’s seizure of the Rafah crossing.[36] Miller said on May 7 that that the Israeli operation to
the Rafah crossing appears to be limited at this time, but that it does "look like a prelude of a major

military operation.” Miller revised his statement on May 8 saying, “we don’t know if it’s a prelude or
not.”

Two US officials told Axios that the White House does not think that the Israeli operation
to seize the Rafah crossing requires a shift in US policy toward the war.[37] The officials
said that the Biden administration has been considering suspending weapons shipments to Israel or
conditioning their use if Israel conducts a major military operation in Rafah. Two senior US officials
said the Israelis made clear they wanted to capture the Rafah crossing to put pressure on Hamas leader
in the Gaza Strip Yahya Sinwar in the hostage talks. US Secretary of State Antony Blinken told Israeli

8 Institute for the Study of War and AEl’s Critical Threats Project 2024


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Gaza Evacuation Zone Map May 8%2C 2024.png

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu last week that a major military operation into Rafah would harm
US-Israeli relations.[38]

US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin confirmed that the United States has paused a
shipment of “high-payload munitions” to Israel due to concerns over Israeli ground
operations in Rafah.[39] Austin said at a Senate Appropriations Defense Subcommittee hearing
that the United States is reviewing “near-term security assistance shipments in the context of unfolding
events in Rafah.” An unspecified senior US official told Axios that the munitions in the shipment include
1,800 2,000-pound bombs and 1,700 500-pound bombs.[40] The official said that the Biden
administration is especially focused on the preventing the use of the 2,000-pound bombs in Rafah
because of the "devastating impact they could have in dense urban settings." Israeli officials have
privately expressed to US officials “deep frustration” over the paused shipment, according to a source
briefed on the matter speaking to CNN.[41] The officials said the decision may jeopardize the hostage
deal negotiations at a critical moment.

The IDF reopened the Kerem Shalom crossing on May 8 to allow humanitarian aid into
the Gaza Strip.[42] The IDF closed the Kerem Shalom crossing on May 5 after a Hamas rocket attack
that killed four IDF soldiers near the crossing.[43] The Coordination of Government Activities in the
Territories (COGAT), which is the Israeli military body responsible for facilitating the flow of aid into
the Gaza Strip, said on May 8 that aid trucks had arrived at Kerem Shalom for inspection.[44] The
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) said on
May 8 that no aid has entered the Gaza Strip from the crossing on May 8. UNRWA added that there are
no workers to receive the aid due to Israel’s incursion into the area.[45] Egyptian officials told the Wall
Street Journal that Egypt blocked all aid trucks in Egypt from entering the Strip by way of the Kerem
Shalom crossing after Israel announced that it was reopening the crossing.[46] Egypt’s move cuts off
the ability for aid trucks originating in Egypt to enter the Gaza Strip.

An Israeli Army Radio reporter said that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Israeli
Defense Minister Yoav Gallant approved the opening of the Kerem Shalom crossing after US pressure
to do so0.[47] US officials have repeatedly called for Israel to increase the flow of humanitarian aid to
the Gaza Strip in recent weeks.[48] The reporter added that Israel assured the United States that aid
flows would not be affected by the Kerem Shalom closure, but COGAT failed to implement the directive
and to distribute aid.

Unspecified individuals fired small arms targeting trucks carrying Palestinian workers
to the Kerem Shalom crossing on May 8.[49] The IDF said that the attack wounded several
workers and that the IDF is investigating the attack.[50] The IDF emphasized that it opened the Kerem
Shalom crossing to allow the entry of aid into the Gaza Strip.[51] Palestinian sources claimed that the
IDF was responsible for the attack, adding that the workers helped to facilitate the entry of aid into the
Strip.[52] Several Palestinian militias claimed small arms clashes targeting Israeli forces east of Rafah

on May 8.[53]

The US military finished construction of an offshore pier on May 7 that will help increase

the amount of aid brought into the Gaza Strip.[54] US Defense Department Deputy Press
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Secretary Sabrina Singh said that the pier is not yet operational due to inclement weather.[55] Singh
said that the pier can facilitate the entry of 150 trucks into the Gaza Strip daily when operating at full

capacity.

Palestinian fighters conducted two indirect fire attacks from the Gaza Strip into Israel
on May 8.[56] Hamas fighters fired a barrage of eight rockets targeting Israeli forces near Kerem
Shalom in southern Israel.[57] This is the third attack targeting the area since May 5.[58] The IDF has
said that rocket and mortar fire targeting the Kerem Shalom area is preventing the entry of
humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip.[59] The IDF Air Force also struck rocket launchers in Rafah that
Hamas fighters used to fire rockets at an Israeli military site in Reim on May 7.[60] An Israeli military
correspondent noted that Palestinian militias have repeatedly fired rockets into Israel as Israeli ground

forces approached launch sites in
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Recorded reports of attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.
West Bank
Axis of Resistance objectives:

o Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

Israeli forces engaged Palestinian fighters in at least four locations in the West Bank
since CTP-ISW's data cut off on May 7.[62]

Israeli forces destroyed a new Palestinian fighter group in Qalqilya on May 8.[63] A man
named Alaa Nizal formed the group within the last few months. The IDF referred to the group as the
Qalqilya Battalion. Nizal is not affiliated with any “terrorist organization” according to the IDF Ephraim
Region Brigade’s intelligence officer. The Qalqilya Battalion received “hundreds of thousands of
shekels” from an unspecified source to conduct attacks according to the intelligence officer.[64] Israeli
forces targeted and killed Nizal and arrested almost 30 fighters from the Qalqilya Battalion in an
operation on May 8.
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Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights

Axis of Resistance objectives:
Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon

Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term

o Expel the United States from Syria
Lebanese Hezbollah conducted at least 11 attacks from southern Lebanon into northern
data cutoff on May 7.[65]

Israel since CTP-ISW's last
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The IDF struck over 20 Hezbollah targets in Ramiya in southern Lebanon on May 8.[66]
The IDF said that it targeted military buildings and infrastructure. Hezbollah mourned the deaths of
two of its fighters on May 8 who were presumably killed in Israeli strikes.[67]

Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said that Israeli is determined to facilitate the
return of residents to northern Israel during a visit to the area on May 8.[68] Gallant said
Israel has pushed Hezbollah further from the border, but that Israel is prepared to “activate” heavy

(134

firepower against Hezbollah if there is a need.”[60]
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Iran and Axis of Resistance

The Shia Coordination Framework—a coalition of Iranian-aligned Shia political
parties—and allied Sunni parties are attempting to sideline the Sunni Tagqadum party’s
candidate for parliament speaker. The Iraq Supreme Federal Court rejected a lawsuit on May 8
that two Iranian-backed Badr Organization members of parliament (MP) and one Kataib Hezbollah MP
filed against Taggadum MP Shalan al Karim.[70] The lawsuit claimed that Karim does not meet the
prerequisites to be a MP and that the Supreme Federal Court should therefore suspend Karim from
Parliament. The Federal Supreme Court said there is “nothing that would require revoking or dropping
[Karim’s] membership.” Karim is the Taqgadum party’s candidate to replace interim speaker Mohsen
al Mandalawi, a Shia Kurd allied with the Shia Coordination Framework.[71] Mandalawi has served as
interim speaker of Parliament since November 2023 when the Federal Supreme Court removed former
speaker and leader of the Tagqadum party Mohammad al Halbousi from office.[72] The Shia
Coordination Framework filed a separate lawsuit against Karim in January 2024 in an attempt to
sideline Karim’s candidacy for speaker in January 2023.[73]

The Siyada Alliance, al Azm Alliance, and al Watani party released a statement supporting the Shia
Coordination Framework’s call to select a new Parliament speaker by May 14.[74] These three Sunni
parties currently back Siyada Alliance member Salem Matar al Issawi for Speaker of Parliament.[75]

Halbousi rejected the Shia Coordination Framework’s deadline to select a new speaker.[76] Head of the
Taggqadum Party Muhammad al Alawi called for parliament to reopen nominations for the speakership.
Alawi said that the Taggadum party rejects any candidate that is not from the Taqqadum party. He
claimed that the other Sunni parties are attempting to marginalize 75% of Sunnis represented by the
Taqqadum party.

The Islamic Resistance in Irag—an umbrella organization of Iranian-backed Iraqi
militias—claimed one drone attack on May 7 targeting an unspecified “vital target” in
Eilat, southern Israel.[77] The IDF intercepted a “suspicious aerial target” near Eilat that was
approaching from the east.[78]

Iranian Ambassador to Russia Kazem Jalali discussed Russo-Iranian relations with
Foreign Affairs Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian in Tehran on May 8.[79] Jalali and
Abdollahian discussed Russo-Iranian transit, financial, and banking cooperation, as well as the status
of the Iran-Russia comprehensive cooperation agreement. Iranian and Russian officials have
repeatedly claimed in recent months that Iran and Russia have finalized this agreement.[80]

An Iranian Foreign Affairs Ministry delegation attended a meeting to discuss Caspian

Sea maritime boundary lines in Baku, Azerbaijan, on May 6 and 7.[81] Delegations from
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Russia, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and Azerbaijan also attended the meeting. The Caspian littoral
states have long disputed maritime boundaries in the Caspian Sea, in large part due to the presence of
vast oil and gas reserves in the sea.[82]

Iranian-sponsored Attacks in the Middle East
as of May 8, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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US CENTCOM reported that the Houthis conducted three drone attacks and one anti-
ship ballistic missile attack in the Gulf of Aden on May 6 and May 7.[83] CENTCOM and a
coalition ship intercepted two Houthi drones over the Gulf of Aden on May 6. A third Houthi drone
landed in open water. CENTCOM reported that the Houthi anti-ship ballistic missile attack on May 7
did not damage any vessels.[84] The United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations reported on May 7
that the crew of a merchant vessel reported two explosions close to the vessel in the Gulf of Aden.[85]
The Houthis have not claimed the attacks at this time of writing.
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