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Israeli forces have likely disrupted Lebanese Hezbollah’s ability to fire into Israel. The
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) reported the daily rate of Hezbollah attacks has declined on average over
the “past few weeks” and has decreased by half in the past week.[1] The IDF also reported that it is
targeting stockpiles of observed and unobserved indirect fire systems that are difficult to reach with
airstrikes.[2] The IDF added that approximately 60 percent of Hezbollah indirect fire launches use
small single- or triple-barreled launch systems.[3] The stated Israeli war aim of returning displaced
citizens safely to their homes in northern Israel requires stopping Hezbollah rocket fire into Israel. The
recent relaxation of IDF restrictions for gatherings in northern Israel indicates the reduced threat of
Hezbollah rocket fire.[4] The IDF reported that Hezbollah has also struggled to conduct large,
coordinated rocket attacks into Israel, suggesting that Hezbollah is cannot easily communicate across
tactical units or operational-level headquarters.[5] Israeli forces continue to exploit this disruption and
have expanded clearing operations up to five to six kilometers into “second line” of Lebanese towns.[6]

Unknown gunmen shot at a UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) patrol in southern
Lebanon after the patrol discovered an ammunition cache on November 14.[7] UNIFIL
stated that its forces informed the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) and shortly thereafter came under fire
from two or three individuals.[8] UNIFIL requested that Lebanese authorities fully investigate the
incident.[9] The LAF would be responsible for enforcing the disarmament of Hezbollah during a
ceasefire with Israel, according to a leaked US-proposed draft.[10]

The IDF reported that it is facing a severe shortage of soldiers.[11] The IDF published data
showing that it is currently has only 83 percent of the combat manpower that it requires. The IDF
accordingly urged the government to increase the required time for mandatory IDF regular military
service to three years, a jump from the current requirement of two and a half years for men and two
years for women.[12] The IDF also urged the government to approve a service extension law. The IDF
added that recruitment of ultra-Orthodox soldiers has increased in recent years but that it still fell short
of the IDF goal of recruiting 1,300 ultra-Orthodox Israelis in the July-October 2024 recruitment cycle.
The IDF reported that combat unit reservists served an average of 136 days in 2024 and are projected
to serve an average of 70-72 days in 2025. The IDF data revealed that approximately 40,000 reservists
in combat and combat-support roles did not respond to reserve duty call ups during an unspecified
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period. Senior Israeli officers previously attributed the fall off in participation to burnout after over a
year of war.[13] Israeli media reported that the failure of the Israeli government to enact policy to draft
the ultra-Orthodox Israeli population contributed to the reduced reservist responses to the call ups.[14]

Iranian leaders appear concerned about the possibility of the E3 (the United Kingdom,
France, and Germany) triggering international “snapback” sanctions on Iran. Unspecified
diplomats told Reuters that the E3 are drafting a resolution to present at the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) Board of Governors meeting in Vienna from November 18 to 22 to “pressure
Tehran over its poor cooperation” with the IAEA.[15] The resolution would require the IAEA to produce
a “comprehensive report” on Iranian nuclear activities in addition to its regular quarterly ones. The
report would likely lay the foundation for the E3 to trigger snapback sanctions because the report would
almost certainly confirm--as previous IAEA reports have already--Iranian noncompliance with the
2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). The JCPOA snapback mechanism allows JCPOA
signatories to reimpose UN Security Council sanctions on Iran in the event of “significant non-
performance by Iran of JCPOA commitments.”[16] The sanctions would target Iran’s nuclear and
missile program and arms transfers.[17] The most recent IAEA report in August 2024 concluded that
Iran continues to develop its nuclear program outside the parameters of the JCPOA.[18] The IAEA
report stated that Iran possesses 164.7 kilograms of uranium enriched up to 60 percent, marking a 22.6
kilogram increase in the Iranian stockpile of 60 percent enriched uranium since May 2024.[19] The
report also verified that Iran has installed eight cascades of IR-6 centrifuges at Fordow and 10 out of 18
planned cascades of IR-2m centrifuges at Natanz.[20] Iran also continues to severely limit the ability
of the IAEA to conduct various verification and monitoring activities related to the JCPOA.

Iran has continued to expand its nuclear program since the IAEA published its last verification and
monitoring report in August 2024. The Institute for Science and International Security (ISIS) reported
on November 14 that high resolution satellite imagery from October 2024 shows new construction at a
former Iranian nuclear weapons development site at Golab Dareh.[21] The imagery reveals new trench
excavations and cabling that can be used to implement new security measures at the site, including
alarms and surveillance cameras. ISIS previously reported renewed activity at another Iranian nuclear
site at Sanjarian, citing imagery from September 2024.[22]

Iran’s clear and explicit violations of the JCPOA could prompt the E3 to trigger snapback sanctions
against Iran. Telegraph reported on November 2 that the United Kingdom is “prepared” to trigger
snapback sanctions against Iran due to Iranian noncompliance with the JCPOA.[23] Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran (AEOI) Director Mohammad Eslami stated that “any resolution on Iran’s nuclear
affairs will face Iran’s immediate response” during a press conference with IAEA Director General
Raphael Grossi, likely referring to the E3 resolution and sanctions.[24] An unspecified senior Iranian
official told Reuters that Tehran would send a message to the E3 through Grossi about Tehran's
seriousness to resolve its nuclear standoff, likely to try to convince the E3 not to trigger the snapback
mechanism.[25] Senior Iranian officials, including President Masoud Pezeshkian and Foreign Affairs
Minister Abbas Araghchi, similarly emphasized Iran’s willingness to cooperate with the IAEA during
separate meetings with Grossi on November 14.[26]
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The United States sanctioned on November 14 a Syrian network involved in selling oil to
the Syrian regime and China and generating revenue for the Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps Quds Force and Houthis.[27] The sanctions targeted 26 companies, individuals,
and vessels associated with the al Qaterji Company.[28] The company finances and maintains a militia
in Syria and is connected to Hezbollah Unit 4400, which is involved in arms smuggling.[29] The IDF
killed one of the company’s founders in an airstrike in July 2024.[30] The United States previously
designated al Qaterji Company as a terrorist financing entity in 2022 after it facilitated trade between
the Syrian regime and Islamic State.[31] The United States stated that al Qaterji Company executives
met directly with senior IRGC Quds Force officers as well as a sanctioned Iranian-backed Houthi
financial official, Said al Jamal.[32] The United States previously sanctioned al Jamal and affiliated
companies facilitating Iranian oil trade to support the funding of Iranian proxy and partner
militias.[33]

Key Takeaways:

o Lebanon: The IDF has likely disrupted the ability of Lebanese Hezbollah to fire into Israel.
Hezbollah is struggling to conduct coordinated, large-scale attacks into Israel, suggesting
challenges communicating across tactical units or operational-level headquarters.

o Iran: Iranian leaders appear concerned that the E3 could trigger international “snapback”
sanctions on Iran. The E3 has expressed concern, as Iran has continued to expand its nuclear
program in violation of the JCPOA.

o Syria: The United States sanctioned a Syrian network involved in selling oil to the Syrian regime
and China and generating revenue for the IRGC Quds Force and Houthis. Some of the designated
entities are tied to Syria militias and Lebanese Hezbollah arms smuggling.
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Key Takeaways in the October 7 War
As of November 14, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET

STUDY OF WAR

AND

CRITICAL
THREATS

THE DR. JACK LONDON
GEOSPATIAL FUND

The IDF conducted an
airstrike targeting a
loaded rocket launcher
in al Mawasi
humanitarian zone in
the southern Gaza Strip

The IDF has likely

disrupted Lebanese

Hezbollah's ability
to fire into Israel

®Beer Sheva

The IDF is facing severe
manpower shortages

Egypt Israel

Iranian officials appear concerned about the possibility of the
E3 triggering international snapback sanctions

0 50 100 200 Kilometers

L 1 1 1 | 1 1 1
\

Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Mitchell Belcher, Noel Mikkelsen,
Gaza Strlp and /l/iéj Golan Helghts Tom Thacker, Brian Carter, Johanna Moore, Andie Parry, Ke’llﬁ Campa,
Annika Ganzeveld, Kitaneh Fitzpatrick, Alexandra Braverman, Katherine
WeSt Bank Wells, Siddhant Kishore, Carolyn Moorman, Ria Reddy, aytd Ben Rezaei
© 2024 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical Fhreats Project

4 Institute for the Study of War and AET’s Critical Threats Project 2024


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftIsraelCOTNovember14%2C2024.png

Gaza Strip:

Axis of Resistance objectives:

o Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in
the Gaza Strip

e Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

The IDF 162nd Division continued clearing operations in the northern Gaza Strip on
November 14. The IDF engaged and killed Palestinian fighters in Beit Lahia and Jabalia.[34] The IDF
gooth Infantry Brigade killed Palestinian fighters who launched anti-tank munitions targeting the
IDF.[35] Commercially available satellite imagery published on November 14 and local Palestinian
reports indicate that the IDF 84th Infantry Brigade demolished several buildings around Jabalia
refugee camp.[36]

The IDF continued clearing operation in Gaza City on November 14. A Palestinian journalist reported
IDF gunfire in areas north and south of Gaza City.[37] Hamas mortared the IDF north of Gaza City.[38]

The IDF 143rd Division continued clearing operations in Rafah on November 14.[39] The
IDF conducted an airstrike targeting a weapons warehouse, killing a Palestinian fighter.[40] The IDF
separately conducted an airstrike targeting a loaded rocket launcher in the al Mawasi humanitarian
zone in the southern Gaza Strip.[41] The IDF stated that the launcher was aimed at Israel and posed an
imminent threat to Israeli forces and civilians. The IDF observed secondary explosions following the
airstrike targeting the rocket launcher.[42] The IDF issued warnings to Gazans in the area to evacuate
ahead of the airstrike and used precision munitions to avoid civilian casualties.[43] The airstrike killed
one civilian and injured 20 others, however, according to the New York Times.[44]
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the Gaza Strip

As of November 14, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Israeli-Announced Evacuation Zones in the Gaza Strip

As of November 14, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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West Bank
Axis of Resistance objectives:
o Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

Israeli forces killed a Palestinian militia leader near Tulkarm on November 14.[45] The
IDF stated that the fighter was involved in attacks and recruiting fighters.[46] Palestinian Islamic Jihad
(PIJ) mourned the loss of three fighters in Tulkarm on November 14.[47] The IDF stated that its
operation there was part of a larger counterterrorism effort in the northern West Bank.[48]

Northern Israel and Lebanon

Lebanese Hezbollah objectives:
o End Israeli operations in the Gaza Strip

e Survive the October 7 War as a capable political and military organization with control over
Lebanon

Elements of the IDF 91st Division continued operating in southeastern Lebanon on
November 13.[49] The 91st Division directed airstrikes targeting Hezbollah headquarters and
ammunition depots.[50] The IDF 89th Commando Brigade (91st Division) conducted clearing
operations in mountainous terrain to destroy hidden Hezbollah indirect fire launch sites.[51] The 89th
Commando Brigade uncovered one launch platform that supported 32 launch tubes pointed toward
Israel.[52] Geolocated footage posted on November 14 showed the 89gth Commando Brigade advancing
west from Markaba towards Tallouseh.[53] The IDF 769th Territorial Brigade also located and
destroyed rocket launch sites, anti-tank positions, storage facilities, and military buildings.[54]
Hezbollah claimed two rocket attacks targeting Israeli forces operating in Markaba.[55]
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Reported Israeli Operations in the Eastern Sector

As of November 14, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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The IDF 36th Division expanded its clearing operations in southcentral Lebanon on
November 14.[56] The 188th Brigade uncovered a Radwan weapons depot containing rocket-
propelled grenade launchers (RPGs), sniper rifles, ammunition, and various combat equipment.[57]
The 188th Brigade and 15t Golani Brigade also located underground infrastructure, mortar shells, and
indirect fire launch pads aimed at Israel.[58] Hezbollah has continued indirect fire attacks targeting
Israeli forces attempting to advance from Maroun al Ras into “second line” Lebanese border towns.[59]

The 226th Brigade (146th Division) deployed into southwestern Lebanon on November
14 to conduct clearing operations.[60] The 228th Brigade directed airstrikes and artillery strikes
on Hezbollah munitions warehouses and other Hezbollah military buildings.[61]

Reported Israeli Operations in the Western Sector
As of November 14, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Reported Israeli Operations in Lebanon
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The IDF continued its air campaign targeting Hezbollah weapons manufacturing and
storage sites in Beirut on November 14.[62] IDF Spokesperson Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari said
that the IDF has struck 40 Hezbollah targets in Beirut in recent days.[63] The IDF stated on November
12 that it had destroyed most Hezbollah ammunition depots and weapons manufacturing sites in Beirut
as part of its effort to degrade Hezbollah capabilities.[64] The IDF Arabic-language spokesperson
issued warnings to residents of Ghobeiry, Burj al Barajneh , Haret Hreik, Choueifat, and al Amrousieh
before striking these areas.[65]

The IDF has conducted around 300 airstrikes in Lebanon over the past week.[66] Lebanese sources
reported over 100 separate strikes since CTP-ISW’s last data cutoff on November 13.[67] The IDF struck
Hezbollah sites in Nabatieh after issuing evacuation orders for specific buildings in the city.[68]

The IDF Air Force struck two PIJ headquarters in Damascus on November 14.[69] Social
media accounts reported that the strikes targeted two buildings in Mezzeh and Qudsaya neighborhoods
of Damascus.[70] The IDF noted that the strikes should cause “significant damage” to PIJ’s
headquarters and fighting ability.[71] At least seven PIJ fighters have been killed in Israeli airstrikes
since the IDF intensified its air campaign in southern Lebanon in September 2024.[72] These Syrian
and Palestinian fighters traveled from Syria to fight alongside Hezbollah.[73] The IDF stated that P1J
is a key part of Iranian efforts to support Hezbollah against Israel.[74] The IDF also stated that the
Bashar al Assad regime enables PIJ to operate in Syria.[75] The Syrian Defense Ministry reported that
the strikes killed 15 and injured 16 others while causing ”significant material damage to private

property.”’[76]

The IDF conducted a second round of airstrikes targeting a bridge in al Qusayr, Syria, on
November 14 that Hezbollah uses to smuggle weapons into Lebanon.[77] The IDF Air Force
first targeted the bridge on November 13.[78] The Syrian Defense Ministry reported after the first strike
that several bridges in Qusayr are closed to traffic.[79] Hezbollah has a prominent presence in al
Qusayr, and Iran frequently transfers weapons to Hezbollah through the area.[80] The IDF stated on
November 14 that it would “attack every attempt to transfer weapons from Syria to Hezbollah” and
strike all infrastructure in Syria “used to produce or transfer weapons for Hezbollah.”[81]
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Israeli Air Campaign in Lebanon and Syria
As of November 14, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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IDF Deputy Chief of Staff Major General Amir Baram confirmed that Israel is building a
“ground barrier” along the Golan Heights-Syria border to strengthen security.[82] Baram
said that the IDF 210th Division is “working hard to change the security reality” on the border.[83] The
210th Division has operated adjacent to the Golan Heights in Lebanon since the start of IDF ground
operations on October 1.[84] Israeli media reported in September 2024 that Israeli defense officials
were concerned about a potential Iranian-backed attempt to launch a ground attack into Israel from
Syria.[85] Baram’s acknowledgement of the IDF activity along the Syrian border comes a day after the
IDF spokesperson said that Israel is digging berms along the demilitarized zone between the Golan
Heights and Syria in order to protect Israel against Iranian-backed infiltration attempts from Syria. The
spokesperson acknowledged the activity in response to statements from the UN Disengagement
Observer Force (UNDOF).[86] Syrian media claimed on October 15 that four Israeli tanks, excavators,
and about 50 IDF personnel have been operating within the demilitarized zone near al Asbah and al
Rafid in Quneitra Province since October 2024.[87]

Hezbollah has conducted at least 21 attacks into Israel since CTP-ISW's last data cutoff
on November 13.[88] Hezbollah claimed several attacks targeting IDF sites, including the Stella
Maris naval surveillance base north of Haifa and Eliakim base south of Haifa.[89] Hezbollah stated that
these two attacks were part of its "Khaybar” campaign, which is meant to retaliate for Israel killing of
Hassan Nasrallah.[90] Hezbollah launched rockets targeting a IDF 146th Division logistical site near
Nahariya.[91] The IDF last acknowledged that the 146th Division operated against Hezbollah in
southwestern Lebanon on November 5.[92] Hezbollah also claimed multiple attacks targeting Israeli
towns and IDF personnel along the Israel-Lebanon border.[93] Hezbollah fighters fired rockets
targeting an IDF border post in Jal al Alam, northwestern Israel.[94] Hezbollah conducted two rocket
attacks targeting Israeli forces and civilians in Yiron, across the border from where Israeli forces are
conducting clearing operations in Yaroun, southwestern Lebanon.[95] Hezbollah attacks targeting IDF
personnel and sites near the border are likely meant to degrade the IDF ability to conduct effective
ground and air operations into Lebanon, though it is unclear whether Hezbollah attacks have had any
meaningful effect.

Hezbollah claimed that it used a Fateh-110 ballistic missile to attack Israel on November
6.[96] The Fateh-110 is an Iranian short-range ballistic missile that has a range of approximately 300
kilometers.[97]IRGC-affiliated media reported on November 14 that this attack marked the first time
that Hezbollah has used a Fateh-110 ballistic missile to attack Israel in the October 7 War.[98]
Hezbollah claimed that it fired the Fateh-110 missile at an IDF base in Tzrifin, south of Tel Aviv.[99]
IRGC-affiliated media claimed that Hezbollah fired a "significant number" of Katyusha rockets at the
base to "confuse” Israeli air defenses before firing a single Fateh-110 missile at the base.[100] CTP-ISW
cannot verify what kind of projectile Hezbollah used in the attack. If Hezbollah did indeed fire a Fateh-
110 missile at Israel, it could have done so as part of a “reconnaissance-in-force" operation against
Israeli air defenses. Reconnaissance-in-force operations are “designed to discover or test the enemy’s
strength, dispositions, and reactions or to obtain other information.”[101]
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Attacks into Northern Israel from Lebanon
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Iran and the Axis of Resistance

The Islamic Resistance in Iraq—a coalition of Iranian-backed Iraqi militias—has claimed
seven attacks targeting Israel since CTP-ISW's last data cutoff on November 13. The claims

include the following:

o A drone attack targeting an unspecified “vital target” in Eilat.[102]
o Six drone attacks targeting unspecified “vital target[s]” in northern Israel.[103]

The IDF Navy intercepted a drone launched “from the east” near Eilat on November 13.[104] The IDF
Air Force separately intercepted two drones launched from Iraq before they entered Israeli airspace on
November 13.[105] The IDF Air Force also intercepted a drone launched “from the east” in Syrian
airspace on November 13.[106] The drone did not enter Israeli airspace.

Iranian-sponsored Attacks in the Middle East
As of November 14, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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An Israeli Army Radio correspondent reported on November 14 that the IDF intercepted around 9o
percent of the approximately 70 drones that Iranian-backed militias have fired at Israel since October
31.[107] The correspondent stated that a “significant” portion of the drones were launched from Iraq.
The Islamic Resistance in Iraq has claimed over 55 attacks targeting Israel since October 31.

Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei’s senior security adviser, Ali Larijani, traveled to
Damascus and met with Syrian President Bashar al Assad on November 14.[108] Assad
pledged Syrian support for Palestinians and Lebanon “by all means,” according to official readouts.
Larijani also met with the Syrian Parliament Speaker Hammouda Sabbagh and separately unnamed
Palestinian militia leaders at the Iranian Embassy in Damascus.[109] Larijani is next set to meet
Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati and Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri in Beirut.[110]

Houthi Supreme Leader Abdulmalik claimed on November 14 that the Houthis
conducted 29 attacks on military and commercial vessels in the Red Sea between
November 7 and 14, using drones and ballistic and cruise missiles.[111] Abdulmalik
confirmed the Houthi’s complex attack on two US destroyers on November 11, which was confirmed by
the US Department of Defense.[112] Abdulmalik also reiterated the Houthi claim of an attack on the
USS Abraham Lincoln, which the United States has denied.[113]
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