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The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian-sponsored activities abroad that undermine
regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends that affect the
stability and decision making of the Iranian regime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American
Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these updates regularly based on
regional events. For more on developments in Iran and the region, see our interactive map of Iran and the
Middle East.

Note: CTP and ISW have refocused the update to cover the war in Israel. The new sections address
developments in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Lebanon, and Syria, as well as noteworthy activity from
Iran’s Axis of Resistance.
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War in Israel as of
October 12, 3:00 PM ET
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Key Takeaways:
1. Hamas continued rocket attacks from the Gaza Strip into southern Israel but reduced the rate of
these attacks.



2. Small arms clashes between Palestinian militants and Israeli forces increased slightly across the
West Bank, as Palestinian militias try to stoke conflict there.

3. CTP-ISW recorded three rocket strikes into Israeli territory from Lebanon.
Unidentified Iranian officials implicitly threatened to direct proxy attacks against US forces in Iraq
and Syria if the United States re-freezes Iranian financial assets abroad.

5. Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian is conducting a diplomatic tour to Iragq,
Lebanon, and Syria, possibly to coordinate politically with senior leaders in the Axis of Resistance.

6. lIranis conducting a diplomatic campaign to unite Muslim countries against Israel.

Gaza Strip



Indirect Fire Attacks into Israel from
Gaza as of October 12, 3:00 PM ET
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Recorded reports of rocket fire; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.

Hamas continued rocket attacks from the Gaza Strip into southern Israel but reduced the rate of these
attacks on October 13.! An IDF commander stated that Hamas is trying to conserve its rocket stockpile



and prepare for a prolonged war.? Israel estimates that Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PlJ) have
expended around 33 percent of their rocket arsenal since the war began on October 7.3
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Hamas appeared to reduce the rate of its infiltrations into Israeli territory as well. CTP-ISW recorded one
small arms clash between Palestinian militants and Israeli forces along the border of the Gaza Strip on
October 12—a decrease from the six clashes that ISW recorded across October 10 and 11.%

Hamas spokesperson Abu Ubaida released a video statement on October 12 describing the planning
and objectives of the al Aqsa Flood operation. Ubaida claimed that Hamas began planning the operation
in 2022 and conducted extensive analysis of Israeli forces and the terrain throughout the planning process.
IRGC-affiliated Tasnim News Agency recirculated reporting that the Palestinian resistance has prepared
itself for a long-term battle, including offensive operations in Israeli territory.® Ubaida stated that the
objective of the operation was to destroy the IDF Gaza Division and facilitate further attacksinto southern
Israel.” Hamas’ militant wing has continued attacks on Israeli territory as far north as the Haifa District and
has called on Palestinian militants in the West Bank to mobilize.

West Bank



West Bank Clashes Continue as Hamas,

Al Agsa Martyrs Brigade, and PIJ Call to Mobilize
as of October 12, 3:00 PM ET
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This map is not an exhaustive depiction of clashes and marches in the West Bank.

Small arms clashes between Palestinian militants and Israeli forces increased slightly across the West
Bank on October 12, as Palestinian militias try to stoke conflict there.® Clashes occurred in around 21



locations.® Leaders from Hamas, PlJ, and the al Agsa Martyrs Brigade separately issued calls on October
11 and 12 urging individuals in the West Bank to mobilize and join the fight against Israel, highlighting
their desire to expand the war geographically to the West Bank.° PlJ spokesperson Abu Hamza boasted
that the West Bank has entered the fight and called for militants to increase the rate of attacks against
Israeli forces. ! Iranian state media recirculated these calls and celebrated the ongoing clashes.!?

Hamas has called for a surge in anti-Israel activity on Friday, October 13, which risks driving further
clashes.’®> The West Bank-based Lions’ Den militia previously succeeded in mobilizing supporters to hold
marchers and clash with Israeli forces on October 11, as CTP-ISW previously reported, suggesting that
Hamas may see similar success.* It is furthermore common for public participation in marches and
protests in the Middle East to increase on Fridays, as such activities often follow Friday prayers.

South Lebanon and the Golan Heights




Attacks into Israel from Lebanon and Syria
as of October 12, 3:00 PM ET
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* Israeli authorities issued warnings about attempted infiltrations of Israel to the towns of Admit, Elion, Aramsha, and Hanita on October 9.

Recorded reports of rocket fire; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.

CTP-ISW recorded three rocket strikes into Israeli territory from Lebanon on October 12.%5 This level of
rocket fire is consistent with previous days’ levels of kinetic activity around Israel’s northern border.®



The IDF conducted airstrikes on the Damascus and Aleppo international airports on October 12,
disrupting critical nodes through which Iran funnels military equipment and personnel into the Levant.’
The IDF struck the airport runways. The Syrian Arab Army conducted a mortar strike into the Golan Heights
after the attacks, possibly as symbolic retaliation.'® The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) has long
used commercial airliners affiliated with the Iranian regime for military transports to Syria throughout the
civil war there.®®

A Mahan Air flight was en route from Tehran to Damascus around the time of the IDF airstrikes and then
changed course back to Iran.?® The United States has sanctioned Mahan Air for transporting military
personnel and materiel on behalf of the IRGC Quds Force to Syria to support the Iranians' efforts to defend
the Bashar al Assad regime and entrench the Iranian military influence around the Levant.?!

Iran and the Axis of Resistance
Unidentified Iranian officials implicitly threatened to direct proxy attacks against US forces in Iraq and

Syria if the United States re-freezes Iranian financial assets abroad. These Iranian officials told UK-based
Amwaj Media that the August 2023 prisoner swap deal between the United States and Iran involved a
broader understanding in which Iran would pause proxy attacks against US positions in exchange for the
United States allowing the release of $6 billion worth of frozen Iranian financial assets in South Korean
banks.?? Western media reported similar details on this broader understanding at the time.?3 South Korea
has gradually transferred that money to Qatari banks forIran to access since the agreement was reached.
Western media has reported that the United States and Qatar have reached an agreement to refreeze the
Iranian financial assets in response to the Hamas ground and air attack into Israel.?* CTP-ISW is updating
its chart on Axis of Resistance red lines based on these reports.
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Members of Iran’s Axis of Resistance have articulated their waTirure son rue
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Actor Threat Stated Red Line

Conduet missile attacks into [srael from
Iran, Lebanon, and Yemen and send
fighters from Syria into Israel

Israel attacks Iran

Iran

Direct its proxies to attack US positions

. L. United States refreezes $6 billion to Iran
in Iraq and Syria

Israel conducts a ground operation into

Lebanese Hezbollah Enter the war
Gaza
Badr Organization Attack US military positions The United States intervenes in the war
Kataib Hezbollah Attack US military positions The United States intervenes in the war
Kataib Seyyed ol Shohada Intervene in the war The United States intervenes in the war
Houthi Movement Conduet drone and missile strikes The United States intervenes in the war

Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian is conducting a diplomatic tour to Iraq,
Lebanon, and Syria, possibly to coordinate politically with senior leaders in the Axis of Resistance.
Abdollahian traveled to Baghdad and met with Iragi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani and
National Security Adviser Qassem al Araji on October 12.%° Abdollahian stated that Israel cannot commit
“war crimes” against Gaza civilians "without expecting a response” during his meeting with Araji.2¢
Abdollahian additionally commented on the possibility of the opening of a new front against Israel during
his meeting with Sudani, stating that “everything depends on [Israeli] actions in Gaza.” %’ Abdollahian will
travel to Beirut and Damascus in the coming days. Abdollahian recently met with Syrian President Bashar
al Assad in Damascus on August 31.2% Abdollahian also met with Lebanese Hezbollah (LH) Secretary
General Hassan Nasrallah, Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PlJ) Secretary General Ziyad al Nakhalah, and Hamas
Political Bureau Deputy Chairman Saleh al Arouri in Beirut on September 1.2° Supreme Leader
International Affairs Adviser Ali Akbar Velayati additionally held separate phone calls with Haniyeh and
Nakhalah on October 11.3° Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei commonly uses Velayati as his personal envoy
abroad and especially to members of the Axis of Resistance and Palestinian groups.3!

Iran is conducting a diplomatic campaign to unite Muslim countries against Israel. Senior Iranian officials
conducted a flurry of phone calls to foreign leaders on October 11 and 12 to discuss the war in Israel.
President Ebrahim Raisi held separate phone calls with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman and



Syrian President Bashar al Assad.3? The call with Mohammad bin Salman is particularly noteworthy given
that it is the first call between them since Iran and Saudi Arabia normalized ties in March 2023. Foreign
Affairs Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian has held phone calls with his Emirati, Egyptian, Filipino,
Hungarian, Iraqgi, Omani, Qatari, Russian, and Turkish counterparts since October 7.33 Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf has held phone calls with his counterparts in Algeria, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Oman, Syria, Turkey, and the UAE.3* Tehran has historically sought to rally Muslim countries against Israel
and frame itself as a champion of the Palestinian cause. Iran conducted a similar diplomatic campaign to
this end when tensions rose between Israel and the Palestinian militias in April 2023, which CTP previously
reported.3®
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