
1  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 

 

               Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, October 11, 2023 
 

Karolina Hird, Angelica Evans, Christina Harward,  
Nicole Wolkov, and Mason Clark 

 
October 11, 2023, 6:15pm ET 

  
Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 
 
Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that 
ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse 
map archive monthly. 
 
Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:30pm ET on October 11. ISW will cover 
subsequent reports in the October 12 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 
  
NOTE: ISW has added a new section on Russian information operations and 
narratives to the daily Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, found at the end of 
the update. 
  
Ongoing localized Russian offensive operations near Avdiivka likely demonstrate the 
ability of Russian forces to learn and apply tactical battlefield lessons in 
Ukraine. Russian forces launched localized attacks towards Avdiivka after intensive artillery 
preparation of the battlefield in the early hours of October 10, and geolocated footage from October 10 
and 11 confirms that Russian troops advanced southwest of Avdiivka near Sieverne and northwest of 
Avdiivka near Stepove and Krasnohorivka.[1] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that a grouping of 
up to three Russian battalions with tank and armored vehicle support intensified offensive operations 
near Avdiivka.[2] Ukrainian General Staff Spokesperson Andrii Kovavlev clarified that these 
battalions are part of three motorized rifle brigades of the Southern Military District’s 8th Combined 
Arms Army.[3] 

Russian sources celebrated Russian advances in this area and outlined several adaptations that 
suggest that Russian forces are applying lessons learned from operations in southern Ukraine to other 
sectors of the front.[4] A Russian artillery battalion commander who is reportedly fighting in the area 
claimed that Russian forces are paying significant attention to counterbattery combat.[5]  Another 
source who also claimed to be fighting in the area reported that Russian forces are using electronic 
warfare (EW) systems, conducting sound artillery preparation of the battlefield, and are 
demonstrating “clear interaction” between command headquarters, assault groups, aerial 
reconnaissance, and artillery elements.[6] The milblogger noted that Russian forces are not 
employing human wave-style “meat” assaults, and several Russian sources amplified footage of 
Russian armored vehicles leading a breakthrough along roadways towards Ukrainian positions, 
followed by infantry columns.[7] 

  

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895
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The suggestion that Russian forces are effectively employing EW, counterbattery, artillery 
preparation, aerial reconnaissance, and inter/intra-unit communication is noteworthy, as Russian 
sources previously emphasized these tactical adaptations as the strengths of Russia’s defense against 
Ukrainian counteroffensive operations in southern Ukraine, particularly in June and 
July.[8] Furthermore, the majority of Russian forces currently fighting in the Avdiivka area are likely 
elements of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) 1st Army Corps, which the Russian 8th Combined 
Arms Army predominantly controls.[9] ISW has not observed any 8th Combined Arms Army 
elements not from DNR formations involved in ongoing attacks, and ISW assesses current Russian 
offensive efforts in the Avdiivka area are likely primarily comprised of DNR forces. DNR elements 
have suffered from pervasive issues with abusive command culture, poor discipline, and minimal 
training; all of which have been exacerbated by wider issues with the integration of the DNR’s more 
irregular force structure into Russia’s regular military, as ISW has previously reported.[10]  Reports by 
Russian milbloggers that units in this area are displaying effective communication may suggest that 
DNR forces have somewhat eased their integration into regular Russian forces and have learned 
lessons from previous ineffective and failed attacks in the Avdiivka area. 

These tactical-level adaptations and successes, however, are unlikely to translate into 
wider operational and strategic gains for Russian forces. Geolocated footage shows that 
Russian gains around Avdiivka are concentrated to the southwest of Avdiivka, and Russian forces 
have not completed an operational encirclement of the settlement and will likely struggle to do so if 
that is their intent. Avdiivka is also a notoriously well-fortified and defended Ukrainian stronghold, 
which will likely complicate Russian forces’ ability to closely approach or fully capture the settlement. 
Russian forces additionally already control segments of the critical N20 Donetsk City-Kostyantynivka-
Kramatorsk-Slovyansk highway and other routes that run near Avdiivka, so the hypothetical capture 
of Avdiivka will not open new routes of advance to the rest of Donetsk Oblast. As ISW previously 
assessed, Russian forces likely intend attacks in the Avdiivka area to fix Ukrainian forces and prevent 
them from redeploying to other areas of the front. However, Ukrainian officials have alre ady 
identified the Avdiivka push as a Russian fixing operation, and they are unlikely to unduly commit 
Ukrainian manpower to this axis.[11] 

Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations near Bakhmut and in western 
Zaporizhia Oblast and reportedly advanced in both sectors of the front on October 
11. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces were successful east of Klis hchiivka 
and Andriivka near Bakhmut.[12] The Ukrainian General Staff and Tavriisk Group Commander 
Brigadier General Oleksandr Tarnavskyi reported that Ukrainian forces improved their tactical 
positions west of Robotyne.[13] 
  
A large number of NATO member states recently announced aid packages to Ukraine 
against the backdrop of the 16th Ukraine Defense Group Contact Group meeting in 
Brussels, Belgium on October 11. Military and government officials from almost 50 countries 
met in Brussels, Belgium on October 11 for the beginning of the Contact Group on Defense of Ukraine, 
and multiple NATO states pledged aid and support to Ukraine.[14]  US Secretary of Defense Lloyd 
Austin notably announced a new $200 million aid package on October 11, which includes AIM -9 
missiles for a surface-to-air defense system that the United States will soon deliver to Ukraine. He 
stated that “the United States will stand with Ukraine for as long as it takes.”[15]  German Defense 
Minister Boris Pistorius also announced a €20 million aid  package on October 10 that includes 10 
Leopard tanks.[16] 



3  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 

 

  
Russia’s Federation Council Defense and Security Committee voted to replace Senator 
Viktor Bondarev with Senator Vladimir Bulavin as Federation Council Defense and 
Security Committee Head on October 10. Russian Senator Vyacheslav Timchenko claimed on 
October 10 that Bondarev is resigning as part of the chairperson’s standard rotation and will remain 
the first deputy chairman of the Defense and Security Committee.[17]  Timchenko claimed that he 
expects the Federation Council to approve Bulavin’s new appointment.[18]  Russian insider sources 
noted Bondarev‘s ties to the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD), as he previously served as 
Commander of the Russian Aerospace Forces (VKS) and speculated that his replacement indicates 
that the Russian MoD is losing influence in the “most important committee.”[19]  The insider sources 
noted Bulavin’s previous positions in the Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) and claimed that he 
has ties to both Russian Security Council Secretary and former FSB Director Nikolai Patrushev and 
First Deputy Presidential Chief of Staff Sergey Kiriyenko.[20] If the Russian insider sources’ claims 
are true, Bondarev’s replacement with Bulavin could suggest that the FSB has increased its influence 
over the Federation Council Defense and Security Committee compared to the Russian MoD. 
  
Russian military command continues to celebrate the 810th Naval Infantry Brigade 
(Black Sea Fleet) for its service in Ukraine, despite claims that the brigade was defeated 
and reportedly transferred to the Kherson direction. Russian Black Sea Fleet (BSF) Deputy 
Commander Rear Admiral Ildar Akhmerov presented awards to servicemen of the Russian 810th 
Naval Infantry Brigade on October 11 for repelling Ukrainian attacks in an unspecified sector of the 
front a week after Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu partially attributed the successful Russian 
defensive operations around Robotyne to the brigade.[21] Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence 
Directorate (GUR) Head Lieutenant General Kyrylo Budanov stated on September 22 that Ukrainian 
forces “completely defeated“ the 810th Naval Infantry Brigade and that Russian command withdrew 
the brigade from western Zaporizhia Oblast.[22] A Russian milblogger claimed on October 5 that 
elements of the 810th Naval Infantry Brigade were transferred to the Kherson direction, indicating 
that the brigade may have been reconstituted or is in the process of reconstituting.[23]  ISW has not 
observed the broader Russian information space discuss the 810th Naval Infantry Brigade’s combat 
operations since early to mid-September.[24] The Russian MoD is likely interested in amplifying 
reports of well-known units to create the image of Russian success in the information space. 
  
Armenia continues to ostensibly distance itself from Russia after a decades-long 
security relationship. Armenian forces are not participating in the week-long Collective Security 
Treaty Organization (CSTO) “Indestructible Brotherhood-2023” exercises in Kyrgyzstan that started 
on October 6.[25] The Kyrgyz Presidential administration reported on October 10 that Armenian 
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan told Kyrgyz President Sadyr Japarov that he is unable to attend the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) Summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan on October 
13.[26] Pashinyan also stated on October 11 that Russian peacekeepers should return to Russia 
instead of Russian bases in Armenia if they leave Nagorno-Karabakh.[27] 
  
Key Takeaways: 
 

• Ongoing localized Russian offensive operations near Avdiivka likely 
demonstrate the ability of Russian forces ability to learn and apply tactical 
battlefield lessons in Ukraine. These tactical-level adaptations and successes, 
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however, are unlikely to necessarily translate into wider operational and 
strategic gains for Russian forces. 

• Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations near Bakhmut and in 
western Zaporizhia Oblast and reportedly advanced in both sectors of the 
front on October 11. 

• A large number of NATO member states recently announced aid packages to 
Ukraine against the backdrop of the 16th Ukraine Defense Group Contact 
Group meeting in Brussels, Belgium on October 11. 

• Russia’s Federation Council Defense and Security Committee voted to replace 
Senator Viktor Bondarev with Senator Vladimir Bulavin as Federation Council 
Defense and Security Committee Head on October 10. 

• Russian military command continues to celebrate the 810th Naval Infantry 
Brigade (Black Sea Fleet) for its service in Ukraine, despite claims that the 
brigade was defeated and reportedly transferred to the Kherson direction. 

• Armenia continues to ostensibly distance itself from Russia after a decades-
long security relationship. 

• Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-
Kreminna line, near Bakhmut, along the Avdiivka-Donetsk City line, in 
western Donetsk Oblast, in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area, and in 
western Zaporizhia Oblast and advanced in some areas on October 11. 

• Russian opposition outlet Sever Realii reported on October 11 that Russian 
Ministry of Defense (MoD) representatives may have recruited over 1,000 
convicts to serve in the Russian MoD-affiliated Redut private military company 
(PMC). 

• Russian occupation authorities are suffering staff shortages at the 
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP). 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population 
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these Russian 
violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even 
though we do not describe them in these reports. 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoTOctober11%2C2023.png
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• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts)  
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 
• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 
• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 
• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 
northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Kupyansk and reportedly advanced on October 11. 
Russian sources claimed that Russian forces, including elements of the Russian 6th Combined Arms 
Army (CAA) and 1st Tank Army (both of the Western Military District), attacked near Synkivka (8km 
northeast of Kupyansk), Ivanivka (20km southeast of Kupyansk), and Kyslivka (20km southe ast of 
Kupyansk) and advanced near Synkivka (8km northeast of Kupyansk).[28]  One prominent Russian 
milblogger claimed that Russian forces attacked along the railway line from Lyman Pershyi (12km 
northeast of Kupyansk) and advanced one kilometer towards Synkivka.[29] The milblogger also 
claimed that Russian forces advanced about 1.5 kilometers in the direction of Ivanivka and Kyslivka 
and that Russian assaults in these areas are proving difficult due to dense Ukrainian mines.[30]  A 
Ukrainian military observer stated that elements of the Russian 25th Separate Motorized Rifle 
Brigade (6th CAA, Western Military District) attacked near Synkivka and that elements of the Russian 
47th Tank Division (Western Military District) attacked in the direction of Yahidne (23km southeast 
of Kupyansk) and Ivanivka.[31] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces 
unsuccessfully attacked near Synkivka and Ivanivka.[32] Ukrainian Eastern Group of Forces 
Spokesperson Captain Ilya Yevlash stated that Russian forces conducted 30 attacks in the Kupyansk 
and Lyman directions on October 11, are transferring large concentrations of personnel and 
equipment to the Synkivka and Ivanivka areas, and are attempting to capture Kupyansk and open a 
land corridor to the Oskil River.[33] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the Svatove-Kreminna line on October 11 and 
reportedly advanced. Russian sources claimed that Russian forces, including elements of the newly 
formed Russian 25th CAA, advanced near Makiivka (22km northwest of Kreminna) and Nevske 
(18km northwest of Kreminna).[34] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces 
continue to hold Russian forces back near Makiivka and Dibrova (7km southwest of Kreminna).[35]  

The Russian MoD claimed that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attacked along the Kupyansk-
Svatove-Kreminna line near Synkivka, Ivanivka, Makiivka, and the Serebryanske forest area (10km 
southwest of Kreminna)on October 11.[36] 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Map Draft October 11%2C2023.png


8  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 

 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 
 
Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations near Bakhmut on October 11 and reportedly 
advanced. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces achieved unspecified success 
east of Klishchiivka (7km southwest of Bakhmut) and Andriivka (10km southwest of Bakhmut).[37] A 
Russian milblogger claimed that fighting continues near Kurdyumivka (13km southwest of Bakhmut) 
and claimed that Ukrainian forces continued attempts to gain a foothold on the railway line east of 
Andriivka.[38] 

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Bakhmut on October 11 but did not make any 
confirmed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted 
unsuccessful attacks near Andriivka and Klishchiivka.[39] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian 
forces counterattacked near Klishchiivka.[40] A Russian milblogger claimed on October 10 in a since-
deleted post that Russian forces counterattacked on Bakhmut’s northern and southern flanks and that 
Russian forces have the initiative in the Bakhmut direction.[41] 
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Ukrainian forces did not conduct any claimed or confirmed offensive actions along the Avdiivka-
Donetsk City line on October 11. 

Russian forces made confirmed advances near Avdiivka on October 11. Geolocated footage published 
on October 11 indicates that Russian forces advanced south and west of Krasnohorivka (8km 
northwest of Avdiivka).[42] Additional geolocated footage indicates that Russian forces advanced 
southeast of Sieverne (6km west of Avdiivka).[43] A Ukrainian source stated that Russian forces 
attacked from Novoselivka Druha (9km northeast of Avdiivka), Vesele (6km north of Avdiivka), 
Vodyane (on the northwestern outskirts of Donetsk City), Pisky (8km southwest of Avdiivka), and 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Bakhmut Battle Map Draft October 11%2C2023.png
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Krasnohorivka (directly west of Donetsk City) and captured several unspecified positions while taking 
heavy losses.[44] Russian sources, including the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD), claimed on 
October 10 and 11 that Russian forces advanced near Berdyachi (10km northwest of Avdiivka), 
Avdiivka, Sieverne, Vodiane, and Stepne (14km south of Donetsk City) and are attacking near Spartak 
(4km south of Avdiivka).[45] A Kremlin-affiliated milblogger claimed that Russian forces broke 
through the Ukrainian defense southwest of Krasnohorivka.[46] The milblogger claimed that Russian 
forces have not yet reached the outskirts of Sieverne or Tonenke (7km northwest of 
Avdiivka).[47] Ukrainian Tavriisk Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Oleksandr Shtupun stated 
that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks near Ochertyne (15km northwest of Avdiivka), Keramik 
(14km northwest of Avdiivka), Berdychi, Stepove (8km northwest of Avdiivka), Tonenke (7km 
northwest of Avdiivka), Avdiivka, Lastochkyne (6km west of Avdiivka), and Pervomaiske (11km 
southwest of Avdiivka).[48] A Russian source claimed that Russian forces mainly attacked north of 
Avdiivka near Krasnohorivka and south of Avdiivka from Opytne (3km southwest of Avdiivka) 
towards Sieverne.[49] Other Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces have fire control of the 
road leading to Avdiivka, cutting off the supply route for Ukrainian forces in the settlement.[50]  

Russian forces reportedly conducted unsuccessful attacks near Marinka on October 11. The Ukrainian 
General Staff reported on October 11 that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful attacks near 
Marinka, Pobieda (4km southwest of Marinka), and Novomykhailivka (10km south of 
Marinka).[51] Russian milbloggers also claimed that Russian forces attacked near Marinka and 
Novomykhailivka.[52] 
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft October 11%2C2023.png
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Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful ground attacks in the western 
Donetsk Oblast and the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on October 11. The Russian Ministry 
of Defense (MoD) claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian attacks south of Novomykhailivka 
(between Donetsk City and Vuhledar and about 50km east of Velyka Novosilka) and northwest of 
Pryyutne (15km southwest of Velyka Novosilka).[53] A Russian milblogger claimed that there are 
ongoing meeting engagements near Novodonetske (12km southeast of Velyka Novosilka).[54] 

Russian forces conducted counterattacks in western Donetsk Oblast and the Donetsk-Zaporizhia 
Oblast border area on October 11 and reportedly advanced in some areas. The Ukrainian General Staff 
stated that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks southeast of Vuhledar (30km southeast of 
Velyka Novosilka), near Zolota Nyva (12km southeast of Velyka Novosilka), and near Volodyne (about 
15km south of Velyka Novosilka).[55] A Ukrainian military observer reported that elements of the 
68th Army Corps (Eastern Military District) are committed in the area between Donetsk City and east 
of Velyka Novosilka.[56] The military observer reported that elements of the 5th and 49th Combined 
Arms Armies were partially successful along the Pryyutne-Zavitne Bazhannia line (about 13km 
southwest of Velyka Novosilka) and pushed Ukrainian forces further back from Pryyutne, but then 
failed to secure further advances to even the frontline and could not advance towards Rivnopil  (10km 
southwest of Velyka Novosilka) and Staromayorske (10km south of Velyka Novosilka).[57]  Russian 
sources, including Zaporizhia Oblast occupation deputy Vladimir Rogov, claimed that Russian forces 
counterattacked from Pryyutne towards Levadne (4km northwest of Pryyutne and 18km southwest of 
Velyka Novosilka).[58] 
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Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast  on October 11 and 
reportedly advanced. The Ukrainian General Staff and Tavriisk Group Commander Brigadier General 
Oleksandr Tarnavskyi reported that Ukrainian forces improved their tactical positions west of 
Robotyne.[59] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces continued attacks near Robotyne, 
Novoprokopivka (just south of Robotyne), and Verbove (10km east of Robotyne).[60]  Russian sources 
also claimed that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attacked from Robotyne towards Kopani (4km 
northwest of Robotyne).[61] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vremivka Salient Battle Map Draft October 11%2C2023.png
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Russian forces counterattacked in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 11 and reportedly made 
limited gains. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces attacked near Inzhenerne 
(about 23km east of Robotyne) and Verbove.[62] Several Russian sources claimed that Russian forces 
counterattacked near Kopani and forced Ukrainian troops to retreat back towards the Verbove 
area.[63] One milblogger claimed that the renewal of Russian attacks in the Zherebyanka-
Pyatykhatky sector (about 25km northwest of Robotyne) took Ukrainian forces by surprise and that 
Russian forces managed to advance “several hundred” meters in this direction over the course of 
October 10 to 11.[64] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Pyatykhatky and Robotyne Battle Map Draft October 11%2C2023.png
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Russian milbloggers continued to voice concern over the potential for Ukrainian counteroffensive 
operations across the Dnipro River in Kherson Oblast.[65] One prominent Kremlin-affiliated 
milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces are preparing for these purported operations by intensifying 
strikes against Russian rear areas of Kherson Oblast.[66] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft October 11%2C2023.png
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Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 
power without conducting general mobilization) 
  
Russian opposition outlet Sever Realii reported on October 11 that Russian MoD representatives may 
have recruited over 1,000 convicts to serve in the Russian MoD-affiliated Redut private military 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft October 11%2C2023.png
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company (PMC).[67] Sever Realii reported that most of the convicts serve in Redut’s “Veterans,” 
“Lynx,” “Tiger,” “Wolves,” and “North” detachments. Russian MoD representatives reportedly 
promise convicts amnesty from their crimes after six months of military service but in exchange force 
them to sign a one-year contract with the MoD. A Russian human rights activist told Sever Realii that 
the recruitment of prisoners may be more of a burden for Redut than it was for the Wagner Group 
because most Redut personnel do not understand how to behave around prisoners. The activist also 
noted that Wagner was able to recruit directly from prisons, while Redut does not have direct access 
to prisons and is forced to accept the convicts that Russian MoD representatives recruit. 
 
Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu visited the Russian United Aircraft Corporation’s Il-Aviastar 
enterprise on October 11 and inspected the production process of the Il-76MD-90A aircraft and the 
repair and maintenance of the An-124-100 aircraft.[68] Shoigu stated that the Russian military must 
maintain its aircraft and increase its fleet capacity and capabilities, noting that the Russian military is 
currently using military transport aviation more than twice as much as during the “most intense 
times” of the Soviet period. 
 
Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

Russian occupation authorities are suffering staff shortages at the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant 
(ZNPP). Ukrainian Enerhodar Mayor Dmytro Orlov stated in an article published on October 11 that 
only about 2,000 of the 11,000 total staff who worked at the ZNPP prior to Russia’s occupation of 
Enerhodar continue to work there.[69] Orlov stated that Russian occupation authorities bring 
“dozens” of Russian NPP specialists to the ZNPP for up to six months but that the Russian workers 
want to return to Russia.[70] Orlov also reported that up to 1,000 Russian military personnel are 
stationed at the ZNPP and that Russian forces placed a “large number“ of explosives at the 
ZNPP.[71] Orlov stated that Russian authorities continue attempts to coerce Ukrainian ZNPP staff 
into signing contracts with Russian nuclear energy operator Rosatom and acquiring Russian 
passports.[72] ISW has previously observed reports of Russian occupation authorities forcing 
Ukrainian ZNPP employees to obtain Russian passports.[73] 

The Ukrainian Center for Combatting Disinformation reported on October 10 that Russian occupation 
officials plan to hold a briefing for foreign journalists in occupied Zaporizhia Oblast on October 16 in 
an attempt to justify the forced deportation of Ukrainian children from occupied Ukraine.[74]  

Russian Information Operations and Narratives: 
  
NOTE: ISW continues to assess that the Kremlin has and will continue to exploit the 
Hamas attacks in Israel to advance several Russian information operations about 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. However, ISW has notably not observed any evidence – 
and does not assess – that the Kremlin supported, directed, or is involved in the 
Hamas attacks. 
  

The Russian government likely has not coordinated its rhetorical stance on the return of Russian 
citizens who left Russia after its full-scale invasion of Ukraine. Russian State Duma Chairperson 
Vyacheslav Volodin stated on October 10 that Russians who left because of the war in Ukraine and 
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supported Ukraine are not welcome to return to Russia.[75] Volodin added that “Magadan is 
guaranteed” to those who chose to return to Russia, referencing the large system of gulags in 
Magadan Oblast in the Soviet era. Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov clarified Volodin’s statement 
on October 11 and claimed that Volodin was only referring to Russians who assumed an “anti -
Russian” position and supported Ukraine from abroad.[76] Magadan Oblast Governor Sergei Nosov 
responded to Volodin’s statements claiming that “Kolyma (a geographic area in Russia’s northeast 
and home to some of the Soviet Union’s most notorious gulags) does not accept  traitors” and accused 
Volodin of amplifying outdated stereotypes of Magadan Oblast.[77] Russian State Duma Deputy Roza 
Chemeris published footage on October 11 showing Volodin recanting his statement and instead 
suggesting the prosecution of returning Russians who voiced support for Ukraine on treason 
charges.[78] Russian Deputy Prime Minister and Presidential Envoy to the Far Eastern Federal 
District Yury Trutnev responded to Volodin’s comments claiming that Russians who left Russia after 
the start of the full-scale invasion of Ukraine should return “quietly” and immediately support 
Russia’s war effort.[79] 

Russian security service officials continue to make unfounded claims that Ukrainian forces are 
threatening nuclear power plants (NPPs) in Russia. Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) Director 
Alexander Bortnikov claimed on October 11 at a meeting of the Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) intelligence service heads that Russian authorities shut down the second power unit of the 
Kursk NPP in August 2022 due to threats from “Ukrainian saboteurs.”[80]  Bortnikov claimed that the 
FSB detained personnel of a Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance group who planned to sabotage 
the Smolensk and Kursk NPPs in August 2023.[81] Russian Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR) 
Director Sergei Naryshkin reiterated boilerplate rhetoric that Western intelligence services are 
training Ukrainian forces to attack Russian nuclear facilities.[82] 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 
Group activity in Belarus) 
 
Nothing significant to report. 

ISW will continue to report daily observed Russian and Belarusian military activity in 
Belarus as part of ongoing Kremlin efforts to increase their control over Belarus and 
other Russian actions in Belarus. 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and 
other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are 
provided in the endnotes of each update. 

  

 



19  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 

 

[1] https://www.facebook.com/watch/?mibextid=rS40aB7S9Ucbxw6v&v=298928019599988; https:
//t.me/WarArchive_ua/5994; https://x.com/EjShahid/status/1712114541629264209?s=20; https://
x.com/bayraktar_1love/status/1712101958373212223?s=20; https://www.facebook.com/brygada.Tr
O.Poltava/videos/298928019599988/; https://twitter.com/EjShahid/status/1712114541629264209; 
https://twitter.com/I_LikeMcdonalds/status/1712079818320126177; https://twitter.com/Militaryla
ndnet/status/1712030054576709787; https://twitter.com/99Dominik_/status/17120969317222034
85; https://t.me/ukrbavovna/11055; https://twitter.com/99Dominik_/status/1712097059291930651
; https://t.me/WarArchive_ua/5992 

[2] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid037EHKUkuEVsy7vHaPVUjn7Vn49KFW
isKAEi7bPJ5w61qqfgf9gM1TbQ1Ef773RGwfl ; 
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0XTGkCXN8qXffVZtesqHTn4eS3Ua5LRBK
nboEB4JREiKzkopXBpuuYuNByfwYrR6Ql 

[3] https://armyinform dot com.ua/2023/10/11/rosijski-okupanty-namagayutsya-nastupaty-v-
rajoni-avdiyivky-andrij-kovalov/ 

[4] https://t.me/dva_majors/27181; https://t.me/wargonzo/15669; https://t.me/dva_majors/27170 
; https://t.me/russiatelegram14/2692; https://t.me/batalyon_vostok/212; https://t.me/aleksandr_s
kif/2947 

[5] https://t.me/wargonzo/15688 

[6] https://t.me/vozhak_Z/442; https://t.me/dolgarevaanna/4546; https://twitter.com/GirkinGirki
n/status/1711815943146336513 

[7] https://t.me/vozhak_Z/442; https://t.me/sashakots/42704; https://t.me/sashakots/42702 

[8] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-
10-2023; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-
assessment-june-15-2023 

[9] https://ria dot ru/20221231/korpusa-1842655719.html 

[10] https://t.me/nm_dnr/11075 
; https://t.me/nm_dnr/11063 ; https://t.me/RVvoenkor/54162 ; https://t.me/nm_dnr/11044 ; https
://t.me/NeoficialniyBeZsonoV/29701 ; https://t.me/razin_ZOV/4080 ; https://t.me/RVvoenkor/53
967 ; https://t.me/RVvoenkor/53936 ; https://t.me/boris_rozhin/99045; https://understandingwar.
org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-may-26-2023; 
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-april-23-
2023 

[11] https://armyinform.com dot ua/2023/10/08/na-tavrijskomu-napryamku-vorog-znyzyv-
aktyvnist-aviacziyi-ta-artyleriyi-a-doshhi-zavazhayut-zastosuvannyu-bpla/; https://armyinform dot 
com.ua/2023/10/04/na-tavrijskomu-napryamku-ukrayinski-pidrozdily-prosunulysya-vglyb-
oborony-protyvnyka-na-vidstan-vid-100-do-600-
metriv/; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-



20  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 

 

april-23-2023; https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-
assessment-may-26-2023 

[12] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid037EHKUkuEVsy7vHaPVUjn7Vn49KF
WisKAEi7bPJ5w61qqfgf9gM1TbQ1Ef773RGwfl ; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/p
fbid0XTGkCXN8qXffVZtesqHTn4eS3Ua5LRBKnboEB4JREiKzkopXBpuuYuNByfwYrR6Ql 

[13] ttps://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid037EHKUkuEVsy7vHaPVUjn7Vn49KFW
isKAEi7bPJ5w61qqfgf9gM1TbQ1Ef773RGwfl 
; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0XTGkCXN8qXffVZtesqHTn4eS3Ua5LRB
KnboEB4JREiKzkopXBpuuYuNByfwYrR6Ql ; https://t.me/otarnavskiy/279 ; https://armyinform do
t com.ua/2023/10/11/syly-oborony-pokrashhyly-taktychne-polozhennya-zahidnishe-robotynogo-
oleksandr-tarnavskyj/ 

[14] https://armyinform dot com.ua/2023/10/11/rozpochalosya-16-te-zasidannya-kontaktnoyi-
grupy-z-pytan-oborony-ukrayiny/ ; https://armyinform dot com.ua/2023/10/10/ukrayina-ta-
rumuniya-pidpysaly-dokumenty-pro-strategichne-partnerstvo/ ; https://armyinform dot 
com.ua/2023/10/10/strategichni-vidnosyny-ukrayiny-ta-rumuniyi-cze-nova-syla-dlya-vsogo-
chornomorskogo-regionu-volodymyr-zelenskyj/ ; 
https://twitter.com/defenceu/status/1712151244490285092?s=48 ; https://www.fmn dot 
dk/en/news/2023/denmark-will-take-on-co-lead-role-in-international-air-force-coalition-to-
support-ukraine/ ; https://www.lamoncloa dot 
gob.es/presidente/actividades/Paginas/2023/051023-sanchez-cumbre-cpe-encuentro-zelenski.aspx 
; https://kam dot lt/briuselyje-nauja-lietuvos-parama-ukrainai-pristates-a-anusauskas-negalima-
pavargti-musu-parama-tebera-esminis-veiksnys/ ; https://www.regjeringen dot no/en/aktuelt/nok-
200-million-for-mine-clearance-activities-in-ukraine/id2999479/ 
; https://www.gov.uk/government/news/major-new-package-of-support-for-ukraines-counter-
offensive-announced-by-grant-shapps ; https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-
defence/news/2023/10/minister-blair-announces-new-military-donations-for-ukraine-at-the-16th-
meeting-of-the-ukraine-defense-contact-
group.html ; https://www.defense.gov/News/Speeches/Speech/Article/3553148/opening-remarks-
by-secretary-of-defense-lloyd-j-austin-iii-at-the-16th-ukraine/ ; https://um dot fi/press-releases/-
/asset_publisher/ued5t2wDmr1C/content/suomelta-92-miljoonaa-euroa-lisatukea-ukrainaan-seka-
venajan-hyokkayssodasta-karsiviin-maihin/35732 ; https://armyinform dot 
com.ua/2023/10/11/prezydent-ukrayiny-ye-horoshi-domovlenosti-z-belgiyeyu-shhodo-posylennya-
nashoyi-armiyi-ta-ppo/ ; https://armyinform dot com.ua/2023/10/11/ministr-belgiiyi-
zaprovadzhuyemo-systemu-vidstezhennya-aby-vyklyuchyty-rosijski-almazy-z-nashogo-rynku/ 
; https://www.rtl dot be/actu/belgique/politique/la-belgique-va-envoyer-des-f-16-lukraine-annonce-
la-ministre-de-la-defense/2023-10-11/article/596901 ; https://www.bmvg dot 
de/de/presse/deutschland-zweites-winterpaket-fuer-die-ukraine-5688342 

[15] https://www.defense.gov/News/Speeches/Speech/Article/3553148/opening-remarks-by-
secretary-of-defense-lloyd-j-austin-iii-at-the-16th-ukraine/ 

[16] https://www.bmvg dot de/de/presse/deutschland-zweites-winterpaket-fuer-die-ukraine-
5688342 

[17] https://www.interfax dot ru/russia/925135 



21  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 

 

[18] https://www.interfax dot ru/russia/925135 

[19] https://t.me/russicatrend/3074 ; https://t.me/arbat/1722 

[20] https://t.me/russicatrend/3074 ; https://t.me/arbat/1722 

[21] https://isw.pub/UkrWar100323 ; https://t.me/mod_russia/31375 

[22] https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Sept%2023%20Russian%20Offensive%2
0Campaign%20Assessment%20PDF.pdf 

[23] https://isw.pub/UkrWar100523 

[24] https://isw.pub/UkrWar100323 

[25] https://www.azatutyun dot am/a/32626228.html ; https://odkb-csto dot 
org/news/news_odkb/uchastnikam-ucheniya-s-mirotvorcheskimi-silami-odkb-nerushimoe-bratstvo-
2023-neobkhodimo-oborudovat-/#loaded 

[26] https://www.rferl.org/a/armenia-pashinian-cis-summit-kyrgyzstan-attend-
russia/32631450.html ; https://president dot kg/news/all/24649 

[27] https://www.azatutyun dot am/a/32631554.html 

[28] https://t.me/dva_majors/27181 ; https://t.me/readovkanews/67581 ; 
https://t.me/wargonzo/15669 ; https://t.me/rybar/53115 

[29] https://t.me/rybar/53115 

[30] https://t.me/rybar/53115 

[31] https://t.me/zvizdecmanhustu/1301 

[32] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0PUDmfyeciJ2XXzz2ssGrnVq5yMe8Gp
k6RL2RVkp6ipQrWhaKhLzd9tETFNkHPxdNl ; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/p
fbid037EHKUkuEVsy7vHaPVUjn7Vn49KFWisKAEi7bPJ5w61qqfgf9gM1TbQ1Ef773RGwfl ; https://
www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0XTGkCXN8qXffVZtesqHTn4eS3Ua5LRBKnboEB4
JREiKzkopXBpuuYuNByfwYrR6Ql 

[33] https://armyinform dot com.ua/2023/10/11/protyvnyk-namagayetsya-vidnovyty-svoyi-
nastupalni-diyi-na-kupyanskomu-napryamku-illya-yevlash/ ; https://armyinform dot 
com.ua/2023/10/11/na-lymano-kupyanskomu-napryamku-vorog-vidnovyv-svoyi-nastupalni-diyi-
illya-yevlash/ 

[34] https://t.me/readovkanews/67581 ; https://t.me/dva_majors/27181 ; https://t.me/dva_majors
/27191 ; https://t.me/boris_rozhin/100259 



22  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 

 

[35] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid037EHKUkuEVsy7vHaPVUjn7Vn49KF
WisKAEi7bPJ5w61qqfgf9gM1TbQ1Ef773RGwfl ; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/p
fbid0XTGkCXN8qXffVZtesqHTn4eS3Ua5LRBKnboEB4JREiKzkopXBpuuYuNByfwYrR6Ql 

[36] https://t.me/mod_russia/31367 ; https://t.me/mod_russia/31370 ; https://t.me/mod_russia/3
1371 

[37] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid037EHKUkuEVsy7vHaPVUjn7Vn49KF
WisKAEi7bPJ5w61qqfgf9gM1TbQ1Ef773RGwfl ; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/p
fbid0XTGkCXN8qXffVZtesqHTn4eS3Ua5LRBKnboEB4JREiKzkopXBpuuYuNByfwYrR6Ql 

[38] https://t.me/wargonzo/15669 

[39] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0PUDmfyeciJ2XXzz2ssGrnVq5yMe8Gp
k6RL2RVkp6ipQrWhaKhLzd9tETFNkHPxdNl ; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/p
fbid037EHKUkuEVsy7vHaPVUjn7Vn49KFWisKAEi7bPJ5w61qqfgf9gM1TbQ1Ef773RGwfl ; https://
www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0XTGkCXN8qXffVZtesqHTn4eS3Ua5LRBKnboEB4
JREiKzkopXBpuuYuNByfwYrR6Ql 

[40] https://t.me/wargonzo/15669 

[41] https://twitter.com/GirkinGirkin/status/1711774161863880710 

[42] https://twitter.com/I_LikeMcdonalds/status/1712079818320126177; https://twitter.com/Milita
rylandnet/status/1712030054576709787 ; 
https://x.com/EjShahid/status/1712114541629264209?s=20; https://x.com/bayraktar_1love/status/
1712101958373212223?s=20; https://www.facebook.com/brygada.TrO.Poltava/videos/29892801959
9988/; https://twitter.com/EjShahid/status/1712114541629264209 ; https://www.facebook.com/wat
ch/?mibextid=rS40aB7S9Ucbxw6v&v=298928019599988; https://t.me/WarArchive_ua/5994 

[43] https://twitter.com/99Dominik_/status/1712096931722203485; https://t.me/ukrbavovna/1105
5; https://twitter.com/99Dominik_/status/1712097059291930651; https://t.me/WarArchive_ua/59
92 

[44] https://t.me/DeepStateUA/17797; https://x.com/bayraktar_1love/status/171186336940415002
4?s=20; https://x.com/bayraktar_1love/status/1711865984577831356?s=20; 

[45] https://t.me/rybar/53090 ; https://t.me/dva_majors/27170 ; https://t.me/russiatelegram14/26
92 ; 
; https://t.me/dva_majors/27191 ; https://t.me/dolgarevaanna/4546; https://twitter.com/GirkinGir
kin/status/1711815943146336513 ; https://t.me/batalyon_vostok/212 ; 
https://t.me/wargonzo/15669 
; https://t.me/smotri_z/20998; https://t.me/sashakots/42706 ; https://t.me/mod_russia/31367 ; ht
tps://t.me/mod_russia/31372 ; https://t.me/DnevnikDesantnika/3930 ; https://t.me/batalyon_vost
ok/212 ; https://t.me/aleksandr_skif/2947 ; https://t.me/RVvoenkor/54616 ; https://t.me/sashakots
/42704; https://t.me/sashakots/42702 ; https://t.me/boris_rozhin/100395 ; https://t.me/kiber_bor
oshno/4519 



23  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 

 

[46] https://t.me/rybar/53090 

[47] https://t.me/rybar/53090 

[48] https://suspilne dot media/591323-na-avdiivskomu-napramku-sili-oboroni-vidbili-usi-ataki-
armii-rf-oleksandr-stupun/?utm_source=telegram&utm_medium=ps 

[49] https://t.me/avcgroup/495 

[50] https://t.me/dva_majors/27181 ; https://t.me/russkiy_opolchenec/38273 

[51] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0PUDmfyeciJ2XXzz2ssGrnVq5yMe8Gp
k6RL2RVkp6ipQrWhaKhLzd9tETFNkHPxdNl 

[52] https://t.me/dva_majors/27181 ; https://t.me/wargonzo/15669 

[53] https://t.me/mod_russia/31366 

[54] https://t.me/wargonzo/15669 

[55] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0PUDmfyeciJ2XXzz2ssGrnVq5yMe8Gp
k6RL2RVkp6ipQrWhaKhLzd9tETFNkHPxdNl; 
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid037EHKUkuEVsy7vHaPVUjn7Vn49KFWisK
AEi7bPJ5w61qqfgf9gM1TbQ1Ef773RGwfl 
; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0XTGkCXN8qXffVZtesqHTn4eS3Ua5LRB
KnboEB4JREiKzkopXBpuuYuNByfwYrR6Ql 

[56] https://t.me/zvizdecmanhustu/1302 

[57] https://t.me/zvizdecmanhustu/1301 

[58] https://t.me/wargonzo/15669 ; https://ria dot ru/20231011/rabotino-
1901992183.html?utm_source=yxnews&utm_medium=de 

[59] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid037EHKUkuEVsy7vHaPVUjn7Vn49KF
WisKAEi7bPJ5w61qqfgf9gM1TbQ1Ef773RGwfl 
; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0XTGkCXN8qXffVZtesqHTn4eS3Ua5LRB
KnboEB4JREiKzkopXBpuuYuNByfwYrR6Ql ; https://t.me/otarnavskiy/279 ; https://armyinform do
t com.ua/2023/10/11/syly-oborony-pokrashhyly-taktychne-polozhennya-zahidnishe-robotynogo-
oleksandr-tarnavskyj/ 

[60] https://t.me/RVvoenkor/54642; https://t.me/vdv_ZA_teplinsky/105 ; https://t.me/frontbird/3
962; https://t.me/wargonzo/15669 

[61] https://ria dot ru/20231011/rabotino-
1901992183.html?utm_source=yxnews&utm_medium=desktop&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fdz
en.ru%2Fnews%2Fsearch%3Ftext%3D; https://t.me/RVvoenkor/54699 



24  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 

 

[62] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid037EHKUkuEVsy7vHaPVUjn7Vn49KF
WisKAEi7bPJ5w61qqfgf9gM1TbQ1Ef773RGwfl 
; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0XTGkCXN8qXffVZtesqHTn4eS3Ua5LRB
KnboEB4JREiKzkopXBpuuYuNByfwYrR6Ql 

[63] https://t.me/rogozin_do/4848; https://t.me/polk1430/1340; https://twitter.com/GirkinGirkin;
 https://ria dot ru/20231011/rabotino-
1901992183.html?utm_source=yxnews&utm_medium=desktop&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fdz
en.ru%2Fnews%2Fsearch%3Ftext%3D 

[64] https://t.me/dva_majors/27191 

[65] https://t.me/rybar/53108; https://t.me/dva_majors/27212 

[66] https://t.me/rybar/53108 

[67] https://www.severreal dot org/a/redut-zk-systema/32632595.html 

[68] https://t.me/mod_russia/31358 ; https://t.me/mod_russia/31359 

[69] https://informator dot ua/uk/naskilki-nebezpechna-situaciya-na-zaes-naybilshiy-atomniy-
stanciji-yevropi-rozpovid-mera-energodara ; https://t.me/orlovdmytroEn/3222 

[70] https://t.me/orlovdmytroEn/3222 ; https://informator dot ua/uk/naskilki-nebezpechna-
situaciya-na-zaes-naybilshiy-atomniy-stanciji-yevropi-rozpovid-mera-energodara 

[71] https://t.me/orlovdmytroEn/3222 ; https://informator dot ua/uk/naskilki-nebezpechna-
situaciya-na-zaes-naybilshiy-atomniy-stanciji-yevropi-rozpovid-mera-energodara 

[72] https://t.me/orlovdmytroEn/3222 ; https://informator dot ua/uk/naskilki-nebezpechna-
situaciya-na-zaes-naybilshiy-atomniy-stanciji-yevropi-rozpovid-mera-energodara 

[73] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
january-7-2023 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-
assessment-april-7-2023 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-
campaign-assessment-august-4-2023 

[74] https://www.facebook.com/protydiyadezinformatsiyi.cpd/posts/pfbid02vuNck6J5UnZoeZMfU6
fGq9mVg3gq4DqQo9nsYztzjRDFFCmtt3hLhTisVfFQTav1l 

[75] https://meduza dot io/news/2023/10/10/magadan-obespechen-vyacheslav-volodin-rasskazal-
chto-zhdet-teh-kto-zhelaet-pobedy-natsistskomu-krovavomu-kievskomu-rezhimu-esli-oni-reshat-
vernutsya-v-rossiyu ; https://t.me/rian_ru/217902 

[76] https://meduza dot io/news/2023/10/11/peskov-govoril-chto-rodina-ne-mozhet-ugrozhat-
lyudyam-uehavshim-iz-rossii-teper-on-poyasnil-chto-eto-ne-na-vseh-rasprostranyaetsya 
; https://t.me/youlistenedmayak/29002 ; https://www.rbc dot 
ru/rbcfreenews/64fedf2c9a79470b84686b20 



25  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 

 

[77] https://meduza dot io/news/2023/10/11/kolyma-ne-prinimaet-predateley-gubernator-
otreagiroval-na-predlozhenie-volodina-ssylat-v-magadan-relokantov-kotorye-zhelayut-pobedy-
ukraine ; https://ria dot ru/20231011/kolyma-1901922945.html 

[78] https://t.me/Rozochkatsvetochek/12903 ; https://meduza dot io/feature/2023/10/11/v-kremle-
uveryali-chto-rodina-ne-ugrozhaet-tem-kto-uehal-iz-strany-i-hochet-vernutsya-esche-kak-ugrozhaet-
to-kolymoy-to-rudnikami-to-statiey-o-gosizmene 

[79] https://tass dot ru/politika/18976219 

[80] https://www.kommersant dot ru/doc/6267483 

[81] https://www.kommersant dot ru/doc/6267483 

[82] https://tass dot ru/politika/18972895 ; https://ria dot ru/20231011/ataki-1901959748.html 

 


