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RUSSIAN DEPLOYMENT TO SYRIA: 
PUTIN’S MIDDLE EAST GAME CHANGER

Satellite imagery provided by AllSource Analysis confirms the recent arrival of Russian main battle tanks, armored personnel carriers, helicopters, and 
other military equipment at an airbase in Syria’s coastal Latakia province, indicating that Russia has deployed troops inside Syria. Concurrent military 
exercises inside Russia with the stated mission of training for long-range deployments of airborne troops suggest that Russia may intend to deploy additional 
forces, possibly further inside Syria. AllSource Analysis imagery of Taganrog Central airbase just east of the Ukrainian border from September 12 shows 
airborne troops rolling parachutes along a runway along with vehicles and tents more likely configured for sustained operations than for exercises or snap 
inspections. Russian President Vladimir Putin is seeking ways to support the Assad regime, to thwart a possible buffer zone established by the United States 
and Turkey, and to embarrass the United States by positioning Russia as the leader of a new international anti-ISIS coalition. Russian mobilization may 
protect the Assad regime from rapid collapse, but it may also cause greater radicalization among the Syrian opposition. The Russian deployment to Syria 
is game-changing. It will alter the nature of international negotiations, compromise and weaken the cohesion and efforts of the U.S.-led anti-ISIS 
coalition, strengthen the Assad regime, and initiate direct Russo-Iranian military operations (suggesting the creation of a de facto Russo-Iranian military 
coalition, at least in Syria) for the first time. The U.S. and its partners must fundamentally reassess their approach to the Syrian conflict in light of this 
critical inflection.

PUTIN’S STRATEGIC AIMS

Russian President Vladimir Putin is working to create an 
alternative anti-ISIS coalition that includes Russia, Iran, and 
the Syrian regime in a direct challenge to the U.S.-led coalition 
currently active against ISIS in Syria and Iraq. He floated the 
idea in a speech on September 15 in Dushanbe, Tajikistan at 
the 2015 summit of the Collective Security Treaty Organization 
(CSTO), the post-Soviet military alliance led by Russia.1 Putin 
has also discussed sending troops to advise and provide logistical 
support along Tajikistan’s southern border, as the ISIS-
affiliated Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU) operates in 
Afghanistan’s neighboring Kunduz Province. The Kremlin also 
recently announced the deployment of paratroopers to Egypt 
to participate in a major counter-terrorism exercise. Putin’s 
comments at the CSTO summit were likely a preview of his 
upcoming speech at the UN General Assembly on September 
28.2

RUSSIAN OBJECTIVES IN SYRIA

The Russian deployment to Syria likely supports multiple 
objectives. It enables Russia to pursue the limited objective of 
securing its military interests on the Syrian Coast, where the 

port of Tartus is Russia’s only remaining Middle East base and 
where many dual Russian-Syrian citizens live.3 The deployment 
of Russian military forces to Syria more importantly provides 
timely support to the wavering Syrian regime that may preserve 
Russia’s only Arab ally.

Russia views the Syrian regime as the only realistic bulwark 
against the expansion of ISIS and other militant groups in the 
Middle East. The Syrian regime has lost control of significant 
terrain near the Alawite-majority regions of Latakia and Hama 
provinces. Rebel forces led by Syrian al-Qaeda affiliate Jabhat 
al-Nusra (JN) seized Idlib City in northwestern Syria in March 
2015 and expelled the Syrian regime from all but one of its 
remaining positions in Idlib Province by early September 
2015.4 These advances placed anti-regime forces in position 
to launch offensives into the heartland of the Syrian regime in 
Alawite-majority regions of Latakia and Hama Provinces.5

These setbacks for Syrian regime forces on the ground 
reflected deeper structural problems. The Syrian Arab Army 
continues to suffer from persistent shortages of manpower due 
to overstretch, attrition, and endemic draft evasion that have 
increasingly led the regime to rely upon fighters from Iranian 
proxy groups such as Lebanese Hezbollah.6 Regime forces are 
stretched by the dispersed military posture demanded by Syrian 
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President Bashar al-Assad’s determination to maintain his claim 
as the legitimate ruler over ‘all corners’ of Syria.7 Concerns 
regarding recent rebel advances fueled a rare wave of public 
demonstrations against Assad among pro-regime civilians in 
Damascus, Homs, Hama, and the Syrian Coast, expressing 
wider discontent regarding the failures of the regime’s military 
strategy.8 These conditions have called into question the regime’s 
ability to defend its core terrain - and therefore its long-term 
survivability. 

The risk of uncontrolled regime collapse may thus have 
prompted Russia to provide the Syrian regime with increased 
capability in order either to defend against future offensives by 
Jabhat al-Nusra and rebel forces targeting Latakia and Homs 
Provinces, or to conduct counter-offensives that preclude those 
operations. The deployment also serves Russia’s geopolitical 
objective of building military capability on the Mediterranean 
Sea that can withstand the collapse of the Syrian regime 
or its removal through a political transition process. The 
mobilization of Russia forces alongside the Syrian regime in an 
ostensible “anti-terrorism” campaign places complex pressures 
on the existing U.S.-led anti-ISIS coalition. Russian calls for 
cooperation in a broad new anti-ISIS coalition which includes 
Iran and the Syrian regime may gain additional traction with 
Russian forces on the ground, particularly if Russian aircraft 
begin flying sorties against ISIS.9  The Russian mobilization 
may be aimed at precluding expanded U.S. action against the 
Assad regime.

The July 2015 agreement between the U.S. and Turkey granting 
the U.S.-led anti-ISIS coalition access to Turkish airbases, 
incorporating the Turkish Air Force into coalition air tasking 
orders, and providing for the formation of an “ISIS-free” zone 
controlled by moderate rebel forces along the Turkish border 
likely also helped prompt the Russian deployments.10 Putin 
may seek to thwart cooperation between the U.S. and Turkey 
in order to end the prospect of a “safe zone” in northern Syria 
that could serve as a haven for rebel forces fighting the Syrian 
regime.  Iranian leaders have repeatedly condemned the idea of 
such a safe-zone as violating the sovereignty of the Syrian state.

The Russian deployment to Syria also bolsters Putin’s leverage 
over a renewed push for negotiations towards a political solution 
to the Syrian Civil War, finally. The conclusion of the Iranian 
nuclear accord on July 14 generated a surge of diplomatic activity 
aimed at ending the conflict, including a trilateral meeting 
between U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov, and Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister 
Adel al-Jubeir in Qatar on August 3.11 These efforts have provided 
Russia with a forum to protect its interests in Syria and promote 
its image as a responsible international actor to recover from 
the damage it caused itself by the crypto-invasion of Ukraine. 

European nations, pressured by a mounting refugee crisis 
driven in part by the Syrian Civil War, have already moved into 
closer alignment with the Russian position regarding the Syrian 
regime in recent weeks. Austrian Foreign Minister Sebastian 
Kurz stated on September 8 that the international community 
needs to adopt a “pragmatic approach” that incorporates the 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad into the fight against ISIS.12 
The next day, British Foreign Minister Philip Hammond 
announced that President Assad could remain in his position 
for up to six months in any transition agreement.13 Russia has 
also forged a “common position” on the conflict in order to 
strengthen its ability to dictate a favorable end state in Syria.14 
The announcement on September 15 that Iran will soon enter 
the “operational phase” of its political plan to end the Syrian 
Civil War following close consultation with Russia suggests that 
the Russian deployment may have been coordinated with Iran 
in order to achieve maximum political effect on the U.S. and 
its allies.15 This coordination may have been one of the main 
purposes of Qods Force Commander Qassem Soleimani’s visit 
to Moscow.

RUSSIAN STAGING NEAR LATAKIA, SYRIA

An analysis of available satellite imagery and open sources 
indicates the new buildup of Russian military forces in Syria 
began in July 2015,  and accelerated considerably in late August 
and September. In late August 2015 the Russian tank landing 
ship Nikolay Fichenkov brought a shipment of advanced BTR-82A 
armored personnel carriers to Latakia Province after transiting 
the Bosporus on August 20.16 Footage uploaded by pro-regime 
fighters with the Syrian National Defense Force (NDF) on 
August 23 included at least one BTR-82A apparently manned 
by Russian-speaking personnel participating in clashes with 
rebel forces in northeastern Latakia Province.17 Syrian state-run 
newspaper Al-Watan published a report three days later that 
Russia had begun providing satellite imagery to regime forces 
and intended to establish a new military base in Jableh, south 
of Latakia City.18 These initial claims were quickly followed by 
reports of intensified Russian activity at the Bassel al-Assad 
International Airport near Jableh in Latakia Province. U.S. 
intelligence officials reported that Russian military transport 
aircraft delivered prefabricated housing for as many as 1,000 
personnel as well as a portable air traffic control tower to the 
airport by September 4.19

Local Syrian sources noted the start of construction activity 
to expand the airport tarmac and facilities at the same time.20 

U.S. officials later reported the arrival of up to 200 Russian 
soldiers, including members of the 810th Naval Infantry 
Brigade previously involved in the annexation of the Crimean 
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Peninsula, by September 10 and the delivery of at least six 
advanced T-90 Main Battle Tanks, 15 howitzers, 35 armored 
personnel carriers, and prefabricated housing for at least 500 
additional personnel by September 14.21 A sizeable portion 
of this equipment was likely delivered by four Ropucha-class 
and two Alligator-class tank landing ships that transited the 
Bosporus between August 26 and September 10.22 Putin and 
senior Russian officials have continued to assert that Russian is 
providing “military-technical assistance” in line with “effective 
contracts” for armored personnel carriers, trucks, grenade 
launchers, and ammunition.23 Meanwhile, cargo flights 
by Russian IL-76 and An-124 airlifters to Bassel al-Assad 
International Airport continue at a rate of up to two per day, 
while Russian warships from the Black Sea Fleet are engaged 
in several rounds of recently-scheduled naval exercises off the 

Syrian Coast that are expected to last until October 7.24  

Satellite imagery from September 15 provided by AllSource 
Analysis confirms the presence of seven main battle tanks, 
26 BTR armored personnel carriers, Russian artillery, two 
Mi-24 (Hind) helicopters, two Mi-17 (Hip) helicopters, and 
numerous trucks at the Bassel al-Assad International Airport. 
The presence of these vehicles suggests that Russia may intend 
not only to defend its military bases in Latakia and Tartus 
Provinces, but also to project force outside of these positions in 
a counter-offensive posture. This equipment is consistent with 
the normal complement of the 810th Naval Infantry Brigade, 
suggesting that Russia has indeed deployed ground troops to 
Syria, and not just equipment to support the Syrian regime. 
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(see enlargement on 
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al-Assad International Airport, Latakia, Syria| September 4,  2015| Satellite Image: PLEIADES © CNES, Distribution Airbus DS/Spot Image
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Satellite imagery of Latakia’s Al-Assad Airport from September 4, 2015, reveals increased construction, possibly in preparation for Russian troop and equipment 
arrivals.
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Russian activity in Syria is not limited to Bassel al-Assad 
International Airport. Local activists report Russian forces 
have also begun working to expand the Hamidiyah Agricultural 
Airfield in southern Tartus Province.25 Meanwhile, pro-regime 
news outlets stated that Russian Naval Infantry advisors also 
deployed to Homs City and the town of Slinfah in northeastern 
Latakia Province.26 Syrian opposition sources had previously 
reported the presence of a Russian “militia” in Slinfah in mid-
August to “organize [regime] defensive lines in a professional 
manner” and had also reported the death of a Russian officer in 
a rebel missile attack on the town.27 On September 13, activists 
claimed that fifteen buses carrying Russian military personnel 
arrived in Hama City and garrisoned its Equestrian Club for 
use as a military barracks.28 These indications of an expanding 
Russian footprint suggest that Russian forces will not be 

restricted to air operations and will also deploy forward along 
the Syrian regime’s front line.  

POSSIBLE RUSSIAN STAGING FOR FURTHER 
REINFORCEMENTS TO SYRIA

Satellite images of the Taganrog Central air base in southwestern 
Russia from September 12, 2015, provided by All-Source 
Analysis, show clear signs of increased mobilization. Taganrog 
Central hosts Russia’s 708th Military Transport Aviation 
Regiment, not an airborne unit.29 Yet the enlarged image shows 
a set of 22 light utility vehicles arranged in preparation for an 
operational load plan. The image also shows 23 personnel tents 
set up directly along the taxiway, indicating that they likely house 
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al-Assad International Airport, Syria| September 15,  2015| Satellite Image: GeoNorth | PLEIADES © CNES, Distribution Airbus DS/Spot Image 
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Multiple Russian transport aircraft, as well as helicopters, tanks, trucks, and armored personnel carriers arrived at Al-Assad Airport between September 4 and 15, 
2015. 
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aircraft maintainers (it is highly unlikely that troops would be 
bivouacked right on the taxiway considering that Taganrog is 
a large military facility with hardstand barracks—maintainers, 
however, usually stay close to their aircraft). The temporary 
expansion of the number of aircraft maintainers at an airfield 
generally indicates plans to support a significant increase in air 
operations for several weeks or months rather than a temporary 
exercise. Alternately, it is possible that the tents were used for 
a rapid reaction force or to cover equipment as an operational 
security measure. Troops packing parachutes are also visible on 
the right side of the enlarged images, suggesting that they could 
be preparing to parachute into an exercise or combat or to carry 
out an airborne supply drop.

The mobilization could be for an exercise, or it could be for 
a deployment. On September 7, President Putin called a snap 
inspection of troops in the Central Military District, which 

stretches from Russia’s Volga region, several hundred miles east 
of Taganrog, to Siberia. Combat aircraft and some paratroop 
units from the Southern Military District, where Taganrog is 
located, were drawn to the inspection in the Central Military 
District.30 Russia’s defense minister said the snap inspection 
was called to “evaluate the capability of the airborne forces for 
long-distance deployments and their readiness for landing 
in unfamiliar zones.”31 It is unlikely that the airborne troops 
pictured packing parachutes in Taganrog were preparing for this 
snap inspection, however. The inspection ended on September 
12, the date the image was taken, making it unlikely that airborne 
troops would be preparing to deploy to the Central Military 
District at that time.32 All known airborne units involved in 
the inspection, moreover, are located hundreds of miles east 
of Taganrog, making that base an unlikely stop over for the 
readiness inspection. 

Taganrog Airbase | September 12,  2015| DigitalGlobe Satellite Image
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Satellite imagery of the Taganrog Central air base in southwestern Russia shows forces staging for deployment, possibly to Syria.
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On September 14, Russia launched “Center 2015,” its largest 
military exercise of 2015, involving 95,000 troops and 170 
aircraft.33 The planned exercise is primarily taking place in 
Russia’s Central Military District, however, the Russian Ministry 
of Defense revealed at the start of the exercise that some of 
the drills would stretch into the Southern Military District.34 

Russia’s Aerospace Forces commander confirmed that aircraft 
from the Taganrog base are involved the exercise.35 It is possible 
that the exercise is now taking place in Taganrog, and that 
the airborne personnel at the base are on site to participate. 
It is also possible that they are staging at Taganrog for further 
deployment from the base.

Taganrog is also an important base for Russian operations 
in eastern Ukraine, however, which raises the possibility that 
Russia is preparing for additional deployments to support 
Ukrainian separatists. Russia is thought to have used a base 20 
miles east of Taganrog Central as a staging post for its covert 
deployments of troops in eastern Ukraine.36 While “little green 
men” have not been parachuting into eastern Ukraine, airborne 
troops have figured heavily in decisive Russian incursions in 
August 2014 and February 2015, according to a report by Royal 
United Services Institute.37  

Russia and the separatists have significantly dialed back offensive 
operations this month, likely to divert attention away from the 
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al-Assad International Airport, Syria| September 15,  2015| Satellite Image: GeoNorth | PLEIADES © CNES, Distribution Airbus DS/Spot Image 

Satellite imagery of Al-Assad Airport on September 15, 2015 confirms the new arrival of Russian tanks and armed personnel carriers to Al-Assad Airport.
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war ahead of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s speech at the 
UN General Assembly on September 28, 2015.38 Additionally, 
Russia and the separatists have not launched a major offensive 
involving visible contingents of Russian regular troops since 
February 2015. Accordingly, the current posture of the 
Russian-backed separatist forces along the front line in eastern 
Ukraine suggests that the preparations pictured in these images 
is probably not for a Russian deployment to Ukraine. It is not 
impossible, however, given that Ukraine’s southern port city of 
Mariupol likely remains a Russian strategic target.39  

But the most likely explanation for the build-up at Taganrog 
is that Russia is staging forces for a deployment to Syria. The 
Taganrog Central air base, only 800 miles away from Latakia, 
is perfectly positioned to support Russian operations in Syria. 

The next closest known military transport air bases in Russia 
are over 400 miles farther from Syria.40 It is very possible that 
the airborne troops and the light utility vehicles shown in the 
images are being sent to Latakia to reinforce airborne troops 
equipped with such vehicles already in Syria.

CONCLUSION

The reported arrival of fifteen buses of military personnel to 
Hama City indicates that Russia has already deployed farther 
inland from Latakia. The arrival of additional main battle tanks, 
APCs, trucks, and 200 Russian soldiers at Latakia suggests that 
Russia is preparing to deploy more extensively within Syria. 
The mission of the Russian troops in Syria remains unclear. A 
forward-deployed posture in Hama could indicate an advisory 
mission, a defensive mission of Russian interests along the 
coast, or ultimately a counter-offensive against anti-regime 
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al-Assad International Airport, Syria| September 15,  2015| Satellite Image: GeoNorth | PLEIADES © CNES, Distribution Airbus DS/Spot Image 

A new artillery battery appeared at Al-Assad Airport between September 4 and 15, 2015, indicating an increased defensive posture at the base.
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elements that threaten Syria’s coast. The vulnerable condition 
of the Syrian regime raises the likelihood that Russian troops 
will come into direct contact with anti-regime elements, which 
may cause their mission to shift. Under such circumstances, 
Russia could feasibly escalate its operations inside Syria based 
upon ground realities.

Russian support to the Syrian regime may stave off precipitous 
regime collapse. It may also draw Chechen elements within 
Jabhat al-Nusra and ISIS to seek direct confrontation with 
Russian forces in Syria. Russian mobilization within Syria 
therefore runs the risk of generating greater instability and 
possibly radicalization among opposition elements, counter to 
the U.S.-led anti-ISIS coalition’s mission. Moreover, Russian 
military mobilization inside Syria undermines America’s goal 
of a political solution in Syria by reducing Assad’s incentive to 
make concessions and increasing the resistance of rebel groups 
to participate. It will also highlight the extreme limitations of 
U.S. military support to the Syrian opposition, reducing the 
likelihood that anti-ISIS partnerships on the ground will last. 
Russia’s rhetorical anti-ISIS motives will not reverse these 
negative conditions. 

The Russian deployment to Syria is game-changing. It will 
alter the nature of international negotiations, compromise 
and weaken the cohesion and efforts of the U.S.-led anti-ISIS 
coalition, strengthen the Assad regime, and initiate direct 
Russo-Iranian military operations for the first time. The U.S. 
and its partners must fundamentally reassess their approach to 
the Syrian conflict in light of this critical inflection.

Follow ISW on Twitter @theStudyofWar and online at www.understandingwar.
org

Follow AllSource Analysis on Twitter @AllSourceA and online at allsourceanalysis.
com

Kimberly Kagan is the founder and president of the Institute for the Study of War.

Jessica Lewis McFate is the research director at the Institute for the Study of War. 

Christopher Harmer is a senior naval analyst at the Institute for the Study of War.

Hugo Spaulding is a Ukraine analyst at the Institute for the Study of War. 

Daniel Urchick is a Ukraine intern at the Institute for the Study of War. 

Chris Kozak and Jennifer Cafarella are Syria analysts at the Institute for the Study 
of War. 

Harleen Gambhir is a Counterterrorism Analyst at the Institute for the Study of 
War. 

NOTES

1. Tom Porter, “Vladimir Putin calls for West to back Assad and 
defends military support for Syrian government,” International 
Business Times, September 15, 2015, http://www.ibtimes.
co.uk/vladimir-putin-calls-west-back-assad-defends-military-
support-syrian-government-1519812.

2. “Putin’s speech at UN General Assembly scheduled for 
September 28—Kremlin,” TASS, September 11, 2015, http://
tass.ru/en/politics/820433.

3. Christopher Harress, “Syrian Civil War: Russian Navy 
Base Tartus In Syria Giving NATO Cause For Concern While 
Helping To Prop Up Assad Regime,” International Business 
Times, September 16, 2015, http://www.ibtimes.com/syrian-
civil-war-russian-navy-base-tartus-syria-giving-nato-cause-
concern-while-2092371; Ellen Barry, “Russians and Syrians, 
Allied by History and Related by Marriage,” New York Times, 
July 1, 2012, http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/02/world/
middleeast/for-russia-syrian-ties-complicated-by-marriage.
html. 

4. Mariam Karouny, “Islamist groups seize Syrian city Idlib 
for first time,” Reuters, March 28, 2015, http://www.reuters.
com/article/2015/03/28/us-mideast-crisis-idlib-control-
idUSKBN0MO0M020150328; “Syria conflict: Rebels seize 
key Idlib airbase,” BBC, September 9, 2015, http://www.bbc.
com/news/world-middle-east-34196438.

5. Christopher Kozak, “Syrian Rebel Forces Pressure Regime 
Heartland,” Institute for the Study of War, August 20, 2015, 
http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2015/08/by-christopher-
kozak-pro-regime.html.

6. Christopher Kozak, “The Assad Regime Under Stress: 
Conscription and Protest among Alawite and Minority 
Populations in Syria,” Institute for the Study of War, December 
15, 2014, http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2014/12/the-assad-
regime-under-stress.html.  

7. Christopher Kozak, “An Army in All Corners: Assad’s 
Campaign Strategy in Syria,” Institute for the Study of War, 
April 29, 2015, http://understandingwar.org/report/army-all-
corners-assads-campaign-strategy-syria.

8. Zaid al-Mahmoud, [“The citizens of Tartus are demonstrating 
to save their children from Kuweires Airport”], All4Syria, 
August 11, 2015, http://all4syria.info/Archive/240597; [“The 
citizens of Kefraya and Fu’ah call for their children in Damascus 
to protest in front of the Iranian Embassy”], All4Syria, August 
12, 2015, http://all4syria.info/Archive/241108.

9.  Alexey Timofeychev, “Russia unveils plan for anti-ISIS 
coalition at Doha meeting,” Russia Beyond the Headlines, August 
4, 2015, http://rbth.com/international/2015/08/04/russia_
unveils_plan_for_anti-isis_coalition_at_doha_meeting_48261.

http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/vladimir-putin-calls-west-back-assad-defends-military-support-syrian-government-1519812
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/vladimir-putin-calls-west-back-assad-defends-military-support-syrian-government-1519812
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/vladimir-putin-calls-west-back-assad-defends-military-support-syrian-government-1519812
http://tass.ru/en/politics/820433
http://tass.ru/en/politics/820433
http://www.ibtimes.com/syrian-civil-war-russian-navy-base-tartus-syria-giving-nato-cause-concern-while-2092371
http://www.ibtimes.com/syrian-civil-war-russian-navy-base-tartus-syria-giving-nato-cause-concern-while-2092371
http://www.ibtimes.com/syrian-civil-war-russian-navy-base-tartus-syria-giving-nato-cause-concern-while-2092371
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/02/world/middleeast/for-russia-syrian-ties-complicated-by-marriage.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/02/world/middleeast/for-russia-syrian-ties-complicated-by-marriage.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/02/world/middleeast/for-russia-syrian-ties-complicated-by-marriage.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/28/us-mideast-crisis-idlib-control-idUSKBN0MO0M020150328
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/28/us-mideast-crisis-idlib-control-idUSKBN0MO0M020150328
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/28/us-mideast-crisis-idlib-control-idUSKBN0MO0M020150328
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-34196438
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-34196438
http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2015/08/by-christopher-kozak-pro-regime.html
http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2015/08/by-christopher-kozak-pro-regime.html
http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2014/12/the-assad-regime-under-stress.html
http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2014/12/the-assad-regime-under-stress.html
http://understandingwar.org/report/army-all-corners-assads-campaign-strategy-syria
http://understandingwar.org/report/army-all-corners-assads-campaign-strategy-syria
http://all4syria.info/Archive/240597
http://all4syria.info/Archive/241108
http://rbth.com/international/2015/08/04/russia_unveils_plan_for_anti-isis_coalition_at_doha_meeting_48261.html
http://rbth.com/international/2015/08/04/russia_unveils_plan_for_anti-isis_coalition_at_doha_meeting_48261.html


WWW.UNDERSTANDINGWAR.ORG 9

WARNING INTELLIGENCE UPDATE |  RUSSIAN DEPLOYMENT TO SYRIA  |  SEPTEMBER 17, 2015

Block Russian Military Buildup in Syria,” New York Times, 
September 8, 2015, http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/09/
world/europe/us-moves-to-block-russian-military-buildup-
in-syria.html. 

20. Sarah El Deeb, “Syria Group: Russia Expanding Major 
Syrian Airport,” Associated Press, September 13, 2015, 
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/syria-
group-russia-expanding-major-syrian-airport-33724072. 

21. Phil Stewart, “U.S. believes about 200 Russian forces 
at Syria airfield – sources,” Reuters, September 11, 2015, 
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2015/09/11/uk-mideast-
crisis-syria-military-idUKKCN0RB2GQ20150911; 
Mike Eckel, “Evidence Suggests Key Russian Brigade In 
Crimea Seizure Deploying To Syria,” Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, September 16, 2015, http://www.rferl.org/
content/russian-troops-syria-brigade-crimea-putin-assad-
islamic-state/27240966.html; Eric Schmitt and Michael R. 
Gordon, “Russian Moves in Syria Widen Role in Mideast,” 
New York Times, September 14, 2015, http://www.nytimes.
com/2015/09/15/world/middleeast/russian-moves-in-syria-
widen-role-in-mideast.html. 

22. “Russian Warship Korolev Passed Through Istanbul With 
Cargo On Her Deck,” Bosphorus Navy News, September 5, 
2015, http://turkishnavy.net/2015/09/05/russian-warship-
korolev-passed-through-istanbul-with-cargo-on-her-deck/; 
“The Cargo on Russian Landing Ship Saratov,” Bosphorus 
Navy News, September 8, 2015, http://turkishnavy.
net/2015/09/08/the-cargo-on-russian-landing-ship-
saratov-2/; “Another Southbound Passage of Nikolay 
Filchenkov,” Bosphorus Naval News, September 13, 2015, 
http://turkishnavy.net/2015/09/13/another-southbound-
passage-of-nikolay-filchenkov/. 

23. “Putin defends Russia’s military aid to Syria’s Assad,” CBS 
News, September 15, 2015, http://www.cbsnews.com/news/
putin-defends-russias-military-aid-to-syrias-assad/; Oren 
Dorell, “Russia offers more aid for Syria’s Assad, could worsen 
Europe’s migrant crisis,” USA Today, September 10, 2015, 
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2015/09/10/
russia-offers-more-aid-syrias-assad-might-worsen-europes-
migrant-crisis/72003104/. 

24. Phil Stewart, “Russia positioning tanks at Syria airfield: 
U.S. officials,” Reuters, September 14, 2015, http://www.
reuters.com/article/2015/09/14/us-mideast-crisis-syria-
usa-idUSKCN0RE1LH20150914; Maria Tsvetkova and 
Maria Vasilyeva, “Russia intensifies naval exercises off 
Syrian coast- sources,” Reuters, September 11, 2015, http://
in.reuters.com/article/2015/09/11/mideast-crisis-syria-
russia-idINL5N11H2Y820150911. 

25. “The Russians develop and reinforce the airports for 

html. 

10. Christopher Kozak, “Turkey Expands Campaign against 
ISIS and the PKK,” Institute for the Study of War, July 25, 
2015, http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2015/07/turkey-
expands-campaign-against-isis.html.

11. Bozorgmehr Sharafedin, “Syria foreign minister in Tehran 
for talks with Iran, Russia,” Reuters, August 4, 2015, http://
www.reuters.com/article/2015/08/04/us-syria-crisis-iran-
visit-idUSKCN0Q91RL20150804; “Kerry: No place for 
Assad in Syria’s future,” Al-Arabiya, August 3, 2015, http://
english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2015/08/03/
Russia-critical-of-U-S-plan-to-give-rebels-air-cover-in-
Syria.html. 

12. Shadia Nasralla, “Austria says fight against Islamic State 
needs Syria’s Assad,” September 8, 2015, http://www.reuters.
com/article/2015/09/08/mideast-crisis-syria-austria-
idINKCN0R819G20150908. 

13. Patrick Wintour, “Regime change not aim of possible UK 
strikes on Syria, says foreign secretary,” September 9, 2015,  
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/sep/09/isis-
regime-change-uk-strikes-syria-philip-hammond. 

14. “Iranian, Russian ministers present united front on 
Syria,” Associated Press, August 17, 2015, http://bigstory.
ap.org/article/43337df0d3d5418e89c17899a844288d/
iranian-russian-ministers-talks-wake-nuclear-deal. 

15. “Deputy FM: Iran to Consult Syria Plan with Russia 
before Implementation,” Fars News Agency, September 
15, 2015, http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.
aspx?nn=13940624001360. 

16. From Russia with Love, Syria’s BTR-82As,” Oryx Blog, 
August 24, 2015, http://spioenkop.blogspot.com/2015/08/
from-russia-with-love-syrias-btr-82as.html; “UPDATE: 
The Cargo On Russian Landing Ship,” Bosphorus Naval 
News, August 22, 2015, http://turkishnavy.net/2015/08/22/
update-the-cargo-on-russian-landing-ship-nikolay-
filchenkov/. 

17. ”Syria, Latakia - Syrian Arab Army/National Defense 
Forces Some Battle Footage from Today,” YouTube video, 
posted by Ivan Sidorenkoo, August 23, 2015, https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=IK0m9a6JJ80; “New evidence proves 
Russian military directly engaging in Syrian Civil War,” 
Oryx Blog, August 29, 2015, http://spioenkop.blogspot.
com/2015/08/new-evidence-proves-russian-military.html. 

18. Thiery Maysan, [“Russian Army Engages in Syria”], Al-
Watan, August 26, 2015, http://alwatan.sy/archives/17246. 

19. Michael R. Gordon and Eric Schmitt, “U.S. Moves to 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/09/world/europe/us-moves-to-block-russian-military-buildup-in-syria.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/09/world/europe/us-moves-to-block-russian-military-buildup-in-syria.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/09/world/europe/us-moves-to-block-russian-military-buildup-in-syria.html
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/syria-group-russia-expanding-major-syrian-airport-33724072
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/syria-group-russia-expanding-major-syrian-airport-33724072
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2015/09/11/uk-mideast-crisis-syria-military-idUKKCN0RB2GQ20150911
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2015/09/11/uk-mideast-crisis-syria-military-idUKKCN0RB2GQ20150911
http://www.rferl.org/content/russian-troops-syria-brigade-crimea-putin-assad-islamic-state/27240966.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/russian-troops-syria-brigade-crimea-putin-assad-islamic-state/27240966.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/russian-troops-syria-brigade-crimea-putin-assad-islamic-state/27240966.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/15/world/middleeast/russian-moves-in-syria-widen-role-in-mideast.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/15/world/middleeast/russian-moves-in-syria-widen-role-in-mideast.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/15/world/middleeast/russian-moves-in-syria-widen-role-in-mideast.html
http://turkishnavy.net/2015/09/05/russian-warship-korolev-passed-through-istanbul-with-cargo-on-her-deck/
http://turkishnavy.net/2015/09/05/russian-warship-korolev-passed-through-istanbul-with-cargo-on-her-deck/
http://turkishnavy.net/2015/09/08/the-cargo-on-russian-landing-ship-saratov-2/
http://turkishnavy.net/2015/09/08/the-cargo-on-russian-landing-ship-saratov-2/
http://turkishnavy.net/2015/09/08/the-cargo-on-russian-landing-ship-saratov-2/
http://turkishnavy.net/2015/09/13/another-southbound-passage-of-nikolay-filchenkov/
http://turkishnavy.net/2015/09/13/another-southbound-passage-of-nikolay-filchenkov/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/putin-defends-russias-military-aid-to-syrias-assad/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/putin-defends-russias-military-aid-to-syrias-assad/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2015/09/10/russia-offers-more-aid-syrias-assad-might-worsen-europes-migrant-crisis/72003104/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2015/09/10/russia-offers-more-aid-syrias-assad-might-worsen-europes-migrant-crisis/72003104/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2015/09/10/russia-offers-more-aid-syrias-assad-might-worsen-europes-migrant-crisis/72003104/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/14/us-mideast-crisis-syria-usa-idUSKCN0RE1LH20150914
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/14/us-mideast-crisis-syria-usa-idUSKCN0RE1LH20150914
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/14/us-mideast-crisis-syria-usa-idUSKCN0RE1LH20150914
http://in.reuters.com/article/2015/09/11/mideast-crisis-syria-russia-idINL5N11H2Y820150911
http://in.reuters.com/article/2015/09/11/mideast-crisis-syria-russia-idINL5N11H2Y820150911
http://in.reuters.com/article/2015/09/11/mideast-crisis-syria-russia-idINL5N11H2Y820150911
http://rbth.com/international/2015/08/04/russia_unveils_plan_for_anti-isis_coalition_at_doha_meeting_48261.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/08/04/us-syria-crisis-iran-visit-idUSKCN0Q91RL20150804
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/08/04/us-syria-crisis-iran-visit-idUSKCN0Q91RL20150804
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/08/04/us-syria-crisis-iran-visit-idUSKCN0Q91RL20150804
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2015/08/03/Russia-critical-of-U-S-plan-to-give-rebels-air-cover-in-Syria.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2015/08/03/Russia-critical-of-U-S-plan-to-give-rebels-air-cover-in-Syria.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2015/08/03/Russia-critical-of-U-S-plan-to-give-rebels-air-cover-in-Syria.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2015/08/03/Russia-critical-of-U-S-plan-to-give-rebels-air-cover-in-Syria.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/08/mideast-crisis-syria-austria-idINKCN0R819G20150908
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/08/mideast-crisis-syria-austria-idINKCN0R819G20150908
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/08/mideast-crisis-syria-austria-idINKCN0R819G20150908
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/sep/09/isis-regime-change-uk-strikes-syria-philip-hammond
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/sep/09/isis-regime-change-uk-strikes-syria-philip-hammond
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/43337df0d3d5418e89c17899a844288d/iranian-russian-ministers-talks-wake-nuclear-deal
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/43337df0d3d5418e89c17899a844288d/iranian-russian-ministers-talks-wake-nuclear-deal
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/43337df0d3d5418e89c17899a844288d/iranian-russian-ministers-talks-wake-nuclear-deal
http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13940624001360
http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13940624001360
http://spioenkop.blogspot.com/2015/08/from-russia-with-love-syrias-btr-82as.html
http://spioenkop.blogspot.com/2015/08/from-russia-with-love-syrias-btr-82as.html
http://turkishnavy.net/2015/08/22/update-the-cargo-on-russian-landing-ship-nikolay-filchenkov/
http://turkishnavy.net/2015/08/22/update-the-cargo-on-russian-landing-ship-nikolay-filchenkov/
http://turkishnavy.net/2015/08/22/update-the-cargo-on-russian-landing-ship-nikolay-filchenkov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IK0m9a6JJ80
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IK0m9a6JJ80
http://spioenkop.blogspot.com/2015/08/new-evidence-proves-russian-military.html
http://spioenkop.blogspot.com/2015/08/new-evidence-proves-russian-military.html
http://alwatan.sy/archives/17246


WWW.UNDERSTANDINGWAR.ORG 10

WARNING INTELLIGENCE UPDATE |  RUSSIAN DEPLOYMENT TO SYRIA  |  SEPTEMBER 17, 2015

Bashar al-Assad, amid doubts about the effectiveness,” Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights, September 13, 2015, http://
www.syriahr.com/en/2015/09/the-russians-develop-and-
reinforce-the-airports-for-bashar-al-assad-amid-doubts-
about-the-effectiveness/. 

26. Leith Fadel, “Russian Marines Arrive in Syria to Train and 
Protect their Regional Assets,” Al Masdar News, September 6, 
2015, http://www.almasdarnews.com/article/russian-marines-
arrive-in-syria-to-train-and-protect-their-regional-assets/. 

27. Michael Weiss, “Russia Puts Boots on the Ground in Syria,” 
Daily Beast, September 1, 2015, http://www.thedailybeast.
com/articles/2015/09/01/russia-puts-boots-on-the-ground-
in-syria.html; “Russian Officer Killed in Rebel Rocket Attack 
on Lattakia,” Syrian Observer, August 17, 2015, http://www.
syrianobserver.com/EN/News/29665/Russian_Officer_Killed_
Rebel_Rocket_Attack_Lattakia. 

28. Ruz Muhammed, [“After the Syrian Coast…Russians 
arrive in Hama and establish their own barracks”], All4Syria, 
September 15, 2015, http://all4syria.info/Archive/251358. 

29. [“Il-76MD military transport aviation ‘Taganrog’”], 
Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation, http://structure.
mil.ru/structure/forces/air/history/registered_aircraft/more.
htm?id=11021416@morfMilitaryModel.

30. [“Over 90 planes and helicopters relocated over 
the course of inspection of Central Military District”], 
RIA Novosti, September 9, 2015, http://ria.ru/defense_
safety/20150911/1243446102.html; [“Three Units of the 
Airborne Forces Brought to Full Combat Readiness in the 
Framework of the Inspection”], Interfax, September 10, 2015, 
http://www.interfax.ru/russia/465768.

31. Tim Marcin, “Russia’s Airborne Units Put On Full Alert 
Amid NATO Tensions, Combat Readiness Inspections,” 
International Business Times, September 8, 2015, http://
www.ibtimes.com/russias-airborne-units-put-full-alert-amid-
nato-tensions-combat-readiness-inspections-2086666.

32. Oleg Vladykin, [“A week in the army. Resistance to the 
adversary will be given on all sides”], Novaya Gazeta, September 
13, 2015, http://www.ng.ru/week/2015-09-13/11_army.html.

33. “95,000 Russian troops in massive military drill,” 
Agence French-Presse, September 14, 2015, http://news.
yahoo.com/95-000-russian-troops-massive-military-
drill-093902596.html.

34. [“Strategic Command Staff Exercise ‘Center 2015’ Began”], 
Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation, September 
14, 2015, http://function.mil.ru/news_page/country/more.
htm?id=12055863@egNews; [“‘Center 2015’ drills began in the 
Central Military District”], RIA Novosti, September 14, 2015, 

http://ria.ru/defense_safety/20150914/1249904975.html.

35. [“The Aerospace Forces are inspecting the coordination of 
actions with Ground Forces at drills”], RIA Novosti, September 
15, 2015, http://ria.ru/defense_safety/20150915/1252087896.
html.

36. Andrew E. Kramer, “Russian Town Near Ukraine, Once 
Quiet, Now Buzzes With Military Activity, The New York Times, 
July 19, 2015, http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/20/world/
europe/russian-town-near-ukraine-once-quiet-now-buzzes-
with-military-activity.html?_r=0.

37. Igor Sutyagin, “Russian Forces in Ukraine,” Royal 
United Services Institute, March 2015,https://www.rusi.org/
downloads/assets/201503_BP_Russian_Forces_in_Ukraine_
FINAL.pdf.

38. Hugo Spaulding, “Ukraine Crisis Update: September 
9, 2015,” Institute for the Study of War, September 9, 2015, 
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/ukraine-
crisis-update-september-9-2015.

39. Hugo Spaulding, “Russian-backed Separatists Launch 
Offensive in Ukraine,” Institute for the Study of War, June 5, 
2015, http://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-
backed-separatists-launch-offensive-ukraine.

40. [“Maps: Airborne Forces and 61st Army (military transport 
aviation) of the Commander-in-Chief”], Kommersant, 
May 12, 2003, http://www.kommersant.ru/ImagesVlast/
Vlast/2003/018/200318-karta66-2287.jpg.

http://www.syriahr.com/en/2015/09/the-russians-develop-and-reinforce-the-airports-for-bashar-al-assad-amid-doubts-about-the-effectiveness/
http://www.syriahr.com/en/2015/09/the-russians-develop-and-reinforce-the-airports-for-bashar-al-assad-amid-doubts-about-the-effectiveness/
http://www.syriahr.com/en/2015/09/the-russians-develop-and-reinforce-the-airports-for-bashar-al-assad-amid-doubts-about-the-effectiveness/
http://www.syriahr.com/en/2015/09/the-russians-develop-and-reinforce-the-airports-for-bashar-al-assad-amid-doubts-about-the-effectiveness/
http://www.almasdarnews.com/article/russian-marines-arrive-in-syria-to-train-and-protect-their-regional-assets/
http://www.almasdarnews.com/article/russian-marines-arrive-in-syria-to-train-and-protect-their-regional-assets/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/09/01/russia-puts-boots-on-the-ground-in-syria.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/09/01/russia-puts-boots-on-the-ground-in-syria.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/09/01/russia-puts-boots-on-the-ground-in-syria.html
http://www.syrianobserver.com/EN/News/29665/Russian_Officer_Killed_Rebel_Rocket_Attack_Lattakia
http://www.syrianobserver.com/EN/News/29665/Russian_Officer_Killed_Rebel_Rocket_Attack_Lattakia
http://www.syrianobserver.com/EN/News/29665/Russian_Officer_Killed_Rebel_Rocket_Attack_Lattakia
http://all4syria.info/Archive/251358
http://structure.mil.ru/structure/forces/air/history/registered_aircraft/more.htm?id=11021416@morfMilitaryModel
http://structure.mil.ru/structure/forces/air/history/registered_aircraft/more.htm?id=11021416@morfMilitaryModel
http://structure.mil.ru/structure/forces/air/history/registered_aircraft/more.htm?id=11021416@morfMilitaryModel
http://ria.ru/defense_safety/20150911/1243446102.html
http://ria.ru/defense_safety/20150911/1243446102.html
http://www.interfax.ru/russia/465768
http://www.ibtimes.com/russias-airborne-units-put-full-alert-amid-nato-tensions-combat-readiness-inspections-2086666
http://www.ibtimes.com/russias-airborne-units-put-full-alert-amid-nato-tensions-combat-readiness-inspections-2086666
http://www.ibtimes.com/russias-airborne-units-put-full-alert-amid-nato-tensions-combat-readiness-inspections-2086666
http://www.ng.ru/week/2015-09-13/11_army.html
http://news.yahoo.com/95-000-russian-troops-massive-military-drill-093902596.html
http://news.yahoo.com/95-000-russian-troops-massive-military-drill-093902596.html
http://news.yahoo.com/95-000-russian-troops-massive-military-drill-093902596.html
http://function.mil.ru/news_page/country/more.htm?id=12055863@egNews
http://function.mil.ru/news_page/country/more.htm?id=12055863@egNews
http://ria.ru/defense_safety/20150914/1249904975.html
http://ria.ru/defense_safety/20150915/1252087896.html
http://ria.ru/defense_safety/20150915/1252087896.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/20/world/europe/russian-town-near-ukraine-once-quiet-now-buzzes-with-military-activity.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/20/world/europe/russian-town-near-ukraine-once-quiet-now-buzzes-with-military-activity.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/20/world/europe/russian-town-near-ukraine-once-quiet-now-buzzes-with-military-activity.html?_r=0
https://www.rusi.org/downloads/assets/201503_BP_Russian_Forces_in_Ukraine_FINAL.pdf
https://www.rusi.org/downloads/assets/201503_BP_Russian_Forces_in_Ukraine_FINAL.pdf
https://www.rusi.org/downloads/assets/201503_BP_Russian_Forces_in_Ukraine_FINAL.pdf
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/ukraine-crisis-update-september-9-2015
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/ukraine-crisis-update-september-9-2015
http://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-backed-separatists-launch-offensive-ukraine
http://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-backed-separatists-launch-offensive-ukraine
http://www.kommersant.ru/ImagesVlast/Vlast/2003/018/200318-karta66-2287.jpg
http://www.kommersant.ru/ImagesVlast/Vlast/2003/018/200318-karta66-2287.jpg

	_GoBack

