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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 

updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 

Click here to see ISW's interactive map of Ukraine's offensive in Kursk Oblast. 

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a 

computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool. 

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion 

of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces 

daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive 

monthly. 

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1pm ET on August 29. ISW will cover 

subsequent reports in the August 30 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 

Russian forces are currently pursuing two immediate tactical efforts as part of their 

ongoing offensive operation to seize Pokrovsk — a tactical effort along the Novohrodivka-

Hrodivka line east of Pokrovsk to seize Myrnohrad and advance up to Pokrovsk's 

outskirts, and another tactical effort along the Selydove-Ukrainsk-Hirnyk line southeast 

of Pokrovsk aimed at widening Russia's salient in the Pokrovsk direction and eliminating 

vulnerabilities to Ukrainian counterattacks. The Russian military command likely views 

both of these tactical efforts as desired prerequisites for launching an intensified 

offensive effort against Pokrovsk itself. Ukrainian Commander-in-Chief General Oleksandr 

Syrskyi stated on August 29 that the most intense battles in the Pokrovsk direction are ongoing on the 

eastern outskirts of Hrodivka (east of Pokrovsk), southwest of Hrodivka near Krasnyi Yar, within 

Novohrodivka (southeast of Pokrovsk), and immediately east of Selydove near Mykhailivka (southeast 

of Pokrovsk).[1] ISW has observed Russian gains in these areas in recent days, but Russian milbloggers 

have claimed that Russian forces have made more significant tactical gains in the Pokrovsk direction 

than what observed visually confirmed evidence currently supports.[2] Russian milbloggers claimed 

that Russian forces advanced up to the southeastern outskirts of Myrnohrad (immediately east of 

Pokrovsk) and have begun small arms battles with Ukrainian forces in the town, although a Ukrainian 

military observer described the Russian forces operating in the town as sabotage and reconnaissance 

groups.[3] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces have advanced in much of eastern Selydove 

and have reached the center of the town.[4] Russian milbloggers also claimed that Russian forces are 

fighting on the northeastern outskirts of Ukrainsk (southeast of Pokrovsk), seized Memryk 

(immediately northeast of Ukrainsk), and entered Halitsynivka (immediately east of Ukrainsk).[5] 

 

 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/83a2f24901c941d581c0c523ecd2619b
https://understandingwar.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/3dviewer/index.html?appid=1602762dbcde419bb957dea358449580
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895


2 Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

Russian forces appear to be attempting to maintain their rate of advance along the 

Novohrodivka-Hrodivka line to quickly seize Myrnohrad and reach the outskirts of 

Pokrovsk. The reported Russian advance from Novohrodivka to Myrnohrad's outskirts likely aims to 

bypass what Russian sources have characterized as major Ukrainian defensive positions northwest and 

west of Hrodivka.[6] Russian forces recently enveloped Ukrainian positions southeast of Pokrovsk 

along the Karlivske Reservoir and prompted Ukrainian forces to withdraw from limited positions in the 

area.[7] Russian forces likely hope to achieve a similar effect by trying to envelop Ukrainian positions 

between Myrnohrad and Hrodivka, although it remains unclear if Russian forces can maintain their 

relatively rapid rate of advance through the comparatively larger town of Myrnohrad and its 

surroundings. Russian forces may attempt to fight directly through Ukrainian defensive positions along 

the Novohrodivka-Hrodivka line, despite the higher costs, in order to maintain their rate of advance 

and try to seize Myrnohrad more quickly. Russian efforts to seize Myrnohrad do not preclude Russian 

forces from advancing up to the eastern outskirts of Pokrovsk, and the Russian military will likely 

pursue these tactical goals in tandem. 

Reported Russian advances into Selydove and in the direction of Ukrainsk and Hirnyk 

likely aim to eliminate a relatively large Ukrainian salient on the southern edge of the 

wider Russian salient in the Pokrovsk direction that could threaten Russia's offensive 

effort in the area. Ukrainian positions east of the Selydove-Ukrainsk-Hirnyk line offer Ukrainian 

forces opportunities to threaten the Russian rear in the Pokrovsk direction, and the Russian military 

command is likely concerned about Ukrainian counterattacks and fires disrupting Russian offensive 

efforts as Russian forces deploy logistics, artillery elements, and force concentrations westward into the 

forward part of the salient to support the intensified effort on Pokrovsk itself. The Russian military 

command also likely aims to expand and stabilize the southern flank of the Russian salient in the area 

in order to prevent Ukrainian forces from threatening the gains Russia has made in its 2024 offensive 

effort once Russian offensive operations in the Pokrovsk direction culminate.[8] The Russian salient is 

roughly 21 kilometers wide at its base from the Ukrainian salient east of the Selydove-Ukrainsk-Hirnyk 

line to Ukrainian positions north of Avdiivka along the H-20 (Avdiivka-Kostyantynivka) highway. 

Russian positions along the E-50 (Donetsk City-Pokrovsk) highway southwest of Avdiivka are roughly 

13 kilometers from Avdiivka, whereas the current line of Russian advance along the Novohrodivka-

Hrodivka line is 30 kilometers from Avdiivka. Significant Ukrainian counterattacks from the base of 

the salient towards Avdiivka could threaten to encircle the Russian force grouping deployed forward in 

the salient, and the Russian military command likely aims to preempt this possibility by eliminating 

the Ukrainian salient on the southern flank of the Pokrovsk direction. 

Russian forces likely hope that advances in the direction of Ukrainsk and Hirnyk will mutually support 

ongoing offensive operations west of Donetsk City and that offensive pressure from both directions will 

overwhelm Ukrainian forces or prompt Ukraine to withdraw from the limited positions in the rural 

open areas east of Ukrainsk and Hirnyk. The area north of Krasnohorivka (west of Donetsk City) is 

mainly comprised of open fields with limited cover or concealment from relatively few windbreaks, and 

Russian advances through this terrain would likely require significant successful mechanized assaults, 

which Russian forces have routinely struggled to conduct.[9] Russian forces have proven more adept at 

advancing from settlement to settlement with small infantry groups in the Pokrovsk direction, although 

it remains to be seen if Russian infantry groups can maintain their rate of advance as they approach 

Ukrainsk and Hirnyk.[10] 
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The Russian military command likely aims to achieve both of these tactical efforts before 

launching the more resource-intensive effort to seize Pokrovsk itself, although Russian 

forces may begin urban combat in Pokrovsk regardless, if progress stalls on these 

preparatory efforts. It remains unclear if the Russian military command intends for Russian forces 

to fight their way entirely through Pokrovsk in frontal urban combat, as they have through the smaller 

towns east and southeast of Pokrovsk, or aims to envelop or encircle the city as Russian forces 

previously attempted and failed to do against Bakhmut and Avdiivka.[11] The Russian military 

command's calculus about what preparatory actions are required for launching offensive operations on 

the city of Pokrovsk and how Russian forces will attempt to seize the city will likely depend on where 

Ukrainian forces decide to engage in significant defensive efforts. ISW will not speculate or forecast 

about future Ukrainian defensive efforts, however. 

Russian authorities are creating new volunteer territorial defense units in response to 

the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast, highlighting Russian President Vladimir 

Putin's unwillingness to counter the incursion more seriously with a mobilization due to 

the risks of societal discontent or with large-scale redeployments due to possible 

disruptions to Russia's ongoing offensive operations in eastern Ukraine. Acting Kursk 

Oblast Governor Alexei Smirnov publicly announced on August 29 the creation of the "BARS-Kursk" 

volunteer detachment and stated that the detachment's main function will be to "ensure security" in 

Kursk Oblast during the incursion and the re-settlement of border settlements in Kursk Oblast at an 

unspecified later date.[12] Smirnov stated that the detachment will cooperate with the Russian military 

and the counterterrorism operational headquarters — which are overseeing the ongoing Russian 

response in Kursk Oblast — and will also provide humanitarian support for residents of border 

settlements. Smirnov stated that volunteers will sign six-month contracts, undergo training, and receive 

any "necessary" weapons to perform their duties. Kursk Oblast officials published a recruitment ad for 

the detachment on August 24.[13] Ukrainian Kharkiv Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Vitaly 

Sarantsev reported that Russian authorities are also forming "BARS-Bryansk" and "BARS-Belgorod" 

detachments and that the three detachments will support the Russian Northern Grouping of Forces.[14] 

Sarantsev estimated that the three detachments will be comprised of 4,921 volunteers in total. 

The formation of these new BARS (Russian Army Combat Reserve) volunteer detachments is consistent 

with the Kremlin's apparent strategy to avoid re-deploying experienced or combat effective units 

engaged in fighting in the Pokrovsk or Toretsk directions to Kursk Oblast due to concerns about slowing 

the tempo of Russian offensive operations in these higher priority directions. ISW previously noted that 

the Kremlin appears to be largely relying on conscripts and irregular forces redeployed from lower-

priority directions in Ukraine to defend against the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast.[15] Putin 

indicated a possible desire to continue relying on Russian volunteer servicemembers (dobrovoltsy) to 

address the Ukrainian incursion during his August 12 meeting with Russian military, security, and 

civilian officials by alluding to increased willingness to sign military service contracts among 

prospective dobrovoltsy.[16] Putin has consistently relied on volunteer and irregular formations to 

alleviate Russia's manpower constraints during the war and has avoided declaring general mobilization 

or another round of partial mobilization, both of which would be incredibly unpopular among Russian 

society.[17] Putin almost certainly remains extremely averse to declaring general mobilization and will 

likely continue to rely on irregular formations to address the ongoing Ukrainian incursion into Kursk 

Oblast until Russian offensive operations culminate in eastern Ukraine — at which point Putin may 

consider re-deploying more combat effective Russian forces from these directions to push Ukrainian 

units back across the border. 
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Ukrainian forces recently marginally advanced north of Sudzha as Russian forces 

recaptured some areas of Kursk Oblast on August 29. Geolocated footage published on August 

29 shows that Ukrainian forces have reached Nizhnyaya Parovaya (north of Sudzha) and advanced into 

the northwestern part of the settlement.[18] Additional geolocated footage published on August 29 

shows that Russian forces have likely recaptured Ulanok (southeast of Sudzha) and eastern 

Korenevo.[19] Ukrainian forces continued attacking near Korenevo, Komarovka (southwest of 

Korenevo), Kremyanoye (east of Korenevo), Lyubimovka (southeast of Korenevo), Leonidovka 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/UAF Kursk Incursion August 29%2C 2024.png
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(northwest of Sudzha), Malaya Loknya and Russkoye Porechnoye (both north of Sudzha), Martynovka 

(northeast of Sudzha), and within Borki (southeast of Sudzha).[20] Russian sources claimed that 

Ukrainian forces are continuing to storm Korenevo to try to create a route to Rylsk (northwest of 

Korenevo).[21] Elements of the Russian "Kaskad" Operational Combat Tactical Formation (formerly of 

the Donetsk People's Republic [DNR] Ministry of Internal Affairs [MVD], reportedly since 

subordinated to Rosgvardia) are reportedly fighting near Korenevo, though the Russian military 

command reportedly previously dissolved the formation.[22] 

 

 

The Ukrainian General Staff reported on August 29 that a Ukrainian F-16 fighter jet 

recently crashed while defending against a large-scale Russian drone and missile 

strike.[23] An unnamed US official told Western media on August 29 that the jet crashed on August 

26, and the Ukrainian Ministry of Defense (MoD) appointed a special commission to determine the 

cause of the crash.[24] The loss of equipment and aircraft during combat operations is not particularly 

novel, and it is expected that Ukraine will lose some Western-provided military equipment during 

combat. However, any loss among Ukraine's already limited allotment of Western-provided F-16s and 

trained pilots will have an outsized impact on Ukraine's fledging ability to operate F-16s in the near 

term as part of its combined air defense umbrella or in an air-to-ground support role. 

Russian authorities arrested and charged former Russian Deputy Defense Minister 

Army General Pavel Popov with large-scale fraud on August 29. The Russian Investigative 

Committee charged Popov with embezzling money meant for the maintenance of the Russian Ministry 

of Defense's (MoD) Patriot Park, a Russian military exhibition in Moscow.[25] Russian authorities did 

not disclose how much money Popov is suspected of embezzling personally but noted his case is 

connected to the large-scale fraud cases of the Patriot Park Head Vyacheslav Akhmedov and MoD 

Directorate for Innovative Development Deputy Head Major General Vladimir Shesterov, whom 

Russian authorities arrested on August 5 for embezzling over 40 million rubles (roughly $471,000).[26] 

Russian state news outlet TASS reported, citing Russian law enforcement sources, that Akhmedov 

testified against Popov.[27] A Russian source that has previously correctly preemptively reported 

several command changes within the Russian MoD assessed on August 5 that Popov could be the next 

high-ranking MoD official to be arrested.[28] Russian sources have previously theorized that the arrests 

of high-ranking MoD officials who served under former Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu may be part of 

an effort to "clean house" of Shoigu's affiliates within the MoD, which the sources claimed indicates 

that Shoigu's influence within the Kremlin may be declining.[29] 

 

 

Russian President Vladimir Putin will conduct an official visit to Mongolia despite 

Mongolia's status as a signatory to the Rome Statue and Mongolia’s legal obligation to 

enforce an arrest warrant for Putin from the International Criminal Court (ICC). The 

Kremlin press service announced on August 29 that Putin will travel to Mongolia on September 3, 

marking his first visit to a state party to the Rome Statute since the ICC issued the arrest warrant in 

March 2023 for Putin's role in the illegal deportation of Ukrainian children to Russia.[30] Putin notably 

avoided traveling to South Africa for a BRICS summit in August 2023 on similar grounds.[31] Putin's 

upcoming visit to Mongolia for negotiations on a "strategic partnership" suggests that Mongolian 

authorities likely will not enforce the ICC arrest warrant.[32] This visit also follows the annual “Selenga” 

bilateral Russian–Mongolian military exercises which began on August 15, further highlighting the 



6 Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

strong bilateral relations between the two countries.[33] Russia has previously stated that it does not 

recognize the ICC's jurisdiction, and Russian officials have not yet commented on the possibility of 

Putin’s arrest in Mongolia. [34] 

 

 

The Ukrainian General Staff confirmed on August 29 that Ukrainian forces struck the 

Atlas Oil Refinery in Rostov Oblast and the Zenit Oil Depot in Kirov Oblast on the night 

of August 27 to 28.[35] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that members of Ukraine's Special 

Operations Forces, Ukraine's Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR), and Ukrainian forces 

struck the Atlas Oil Refinery, causing a fire at the refinery's vertical reservoirs. The Ukrainian General 

Staff also reported that Ukrainian forces also struck the Zenit Oil Depot and a field artillery warehouse 

of the Russian Western Grouping of Forces in Voronezh Oblast and are clarifying the effect of these 

strikes. Russian and Ukrainian sources stated on August 28 that Ukrainian forces struck targets in 

Rostov, Kirov, and Voronezh oblasts.[36] 

 

 

Key Takeaways: 

• Russian forces are currently pursuing two immediate tactical efforts as part of 

their ongoing offensive operation to seize Pokrovsk — a tactical effort along the 

Novohrodivka-Hrodivka line east of Pokrovsk to seize Myrnohrad and advance up 

to Pokrovsk's outskirts, and another tactical effort along the Selydove-Ukrainsk-

Hirnyk line southeast of Pokrovsk aimed at widening Russia's salient in the 

Pokrovsk direction and eliminating vulnerabilities to Ukrainian counterattacks. 

• The Russian military command likely aims to achieve both of these tactical efforts 

before launching the more resource-intensive effort to seize Pokrovsk itself, 

although Russian forces may begin urban combat in Pokrovsk regardless, if 

progress stalls on these preparatory efforts. 

• Russian authorities are creating new volunteer territorial defense units in 

response to the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast, highlighting Russian 

President Vladimir Putin's unwillingness to counter the incursion more seriously 

with a mobilization due to the risks of societal discontent or with large-scale 

redeployments due to possible disruptions to Russia's ongoing offensive 

operations in eastern Ukraine. 

• Ukrainian forces recently marginally advanced north of Sudzha as Russian forces 

recaptured some areas of Kursk Oblast on August 29. 

• The Ukrainian General Staff reported on August 29 that a Ukrainian F-16 fighter 

jet recently crashed while defending against a large-scale Russian drone and 

missile strike. 

• Russian authorities arrested and charged former Russian Deputy Defense 

Minister Army General Pavel Popov with large-scale fraud on August 29. 
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• Russian President Vladimir Putin will conduct an official visit to Mongolia despite 

Mongolia's status as a signatory to the Rome Statue and Mongolia’s legal obligation 

to enforce an arrest warrant for Putin from the International Criminal Court (ICC). 

• The Ukrainian General Staff confirmed on August 29 that Ukrainian forces struck 

the Atlas Oil Refinery in Rostov Oblast and the Zenit Oil Depot in Kirov Oblast on 

the night of August 27 to 28. 

• Russian forces recently advanced near Kupyansk, Toretsk, Pokrovsk, and Donetsk 

City.  

• The Russian government continues to expand pathways for accused criminals to 

sign military service contracts. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-

covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 

humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoT August 29%2C 2024.png
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• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border 

with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Russian Technological Adaptations 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

• Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts 

• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

 

 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push 

Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach 

to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)  

Fighting continued north of Kharkiv City near Lyptsi and Hlyboke and northeast of Kharkiv City in 

Vovchansk on August 29, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline.[37] The spokesperson 

of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Kharkiv direction stated that Russian forces operating in this 

direction are conducting assaults without armored vehicle support.[38] Ukrainian Kharkiv Group of 

Forces Spokesperson Colonel Vitaly Sarantsev stated that the tempo of Russian offensive operations 

near Starytsya (northeast of Kharkiv City) is decreasing and that Russian forces are beginning to 

transition to defensive operations in the area but are still pressuring Ukrainian forces elsewhere on this 

front.[39] The Ukrainian Kharkiv Group of Forces reported that elements of the Russian 7th Motorized 

Rifle Regiment (11th Army Corps [AC], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) are operating near 

Lukyantsi (north of Kharkiv City), and that elements of the Russian 136th Motorized Rifle Brigade (58th 

Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) continued conducting a relief in place 

for elements of the 83rd Airborne (VDV) Brigade near Tykhe (northeast of Kharkiv City and east of 

Vovchansk).[40] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

northern Donetsk Oblast) 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv Battle Map Draft August 29%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces recently advanced northeast of Kupyansk and reportedly seized Synkivka (northeast of 

Kupyansk) amid continued fighting along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on August 29. 

Geolocated footage published on August 29 indicates that Russian forces advanced in central 

Synkivka.[41] Russian sources claimed that Russian forces seized Synkivka, and the Russian Ministry of 

Defense (MoD) claimed that Russian forces seized Stelmakhivka (southeast of Kupyansk).[42]A 

Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger also claimed that Russian forces advanced southeast of 

Kupyansk near Pishchane and Tabaivka.[43]ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims, 

however. Fighting continued near Synkivka; southeast of Kupyansk near Stelmakhivka, Stepova 

Novoselivka, Kolisnykivka, and Kruhlyakivka and towards Lozova; west of Svatove near 

Myasozharivka; southwest of Svatove near Tverdokhlibove and towards Cherneshchyna and 

Druzhelyubivka; northwest of Kreminna near Novosadove, Novoyehorivka, Hrekivka, Nevske, and 

Makiivka; west of Kreminna near Torske; and south of Kreminna near the Serebryanske forest area on 

August 28 and 29.[44] A Ukrainian officer operating in the Lyman direction reported that Russian 

forces are attacking daily in small squad-sized assault groups of two to four people and have recently 

been using equipment after not using equipment for an unspecified amount of time.[45] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations northeast of Siversk near Bilohorivka, east of Siversk 

near Verkhnokamyanske, and southeast of Siversk near Vyimka and Spirne on August 28 and 29, but 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Map Draft August 29%2C 2024.png
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there were no changes to the frontline.[46] 

 

 

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Chasiv Yar; north of Chasiv Yar near Hryhorivka; 

east of Chasiv Yar near Ivanivske; and southeast of Chasiv Yar near Klishchiivka, Andriivka, and Bila 

Hora on August 28 and 29.[47] Elements of the Russian Sever-V Brigade (Russian Volunteer Corps) 

are reportedly operating near Hryhorivka.[48] 

  

Russian forces recently advanced east of Toretsk and reportedly advanced further within eastern 

Toretsk on August 29. Geolocated footage published on August 28 indicates that Russian forces recently 

advanced along Chapaieva Street in northwestern Druzhba (east of Toretsk).[49] Russian milbloggers 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Chasiv Yar Battle Map Draft August 29%2C 2024.png
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claimed that Russian forces advanced up to 500 meters in eastern Toretsk on August 29, although ISW 

has not observed confirmation of this claim.[50] Russian forces continued offensive operations near 

Toretsk, east of Toretsk near Pivnichne and Druzhba, south of Toretsk near Niu York and Nelipivka, 

and southwest of Toretsk near Sukha Balka on August 28 and 29.[51] 

  

Russian forces recently advanced east and southeast of Pokrovsk and continued offensive operations in 

the Pokrovsk direction on August 29. Geolocated footage published on August 29 indicates that Russian 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Toretsk Battle Map Draft August 29%2C 2024.png


15 Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

forces advanced to a windbreak northwest of Svyrydonivka (east of Pokrovsk), northwards in fields east 

of Hordivka (east of Pokrovsk), up to the Novohrodivska Mine No. 1/3 in northwestern Novohrodivka 

(southeast of Pokrovsk), and westward up to the Rosiia Mine slag heap north of Mykhailivka (southeast 

of Pokrovsk).[52] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced further within 

northwestern Novohrodivka, although ISW has not observed confirmation of this claim.[53] Russian 

forces continued offensive operations east of Pokrovsk near Vozdvyzhenka, Zelene Pole, Myrolubivka, 

and Hrodivka and southeast of Pokrovsk near Novohrodivka, Marynivka, Mykhailivka, Selydove, 

Karlivka, Halitsynivka, and Ukrainsk on August 28 and 29.[54] 

  

Russian forces continued offensive operations west of Donetsk City near Heorhiivka and Krasnohorivka 

on August 29, but did not make any confirmed gains.[55] Elements of the Russian 5th Motorized Rifle 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/East of Pokrovsk Battle Map Draft August 29%2C 2024.png
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Brigade (1st Donetsk People's Republic [DNR] Army Corps [AC]) and 238th Artillery Brigade (8th 

Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) are reportedly operating near 

Krasnohorivka.[56] 

 

 

Russian forces recently advanced southwest of Donetsk City and continued offensive operations in the 

area on August 29. Geolocated footage published on August 28 indicates that Russian forces recently 

advanced in fields south of Pobieda.[57] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced 

northward past the T-05-09 highway west of Pavlivka and advanced along a front up to 2.5 kilometers 

wide and a kilometer deep northeast of Vuhledar.[58] ISW has not observed confirmation of these 

claims, however. Russian forces continued offensive operations near Kostyantynivka, Vodyane, and 

Vuhledar on August 29.[59] 
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Russian and Ukrainian forces did not report fighting in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on 

August 29. 

Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 

positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft August 29%2C 2024.png
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A Russian milblogger claimed on August 29 that positional fighting continued in western Zaporizhia 

Oblast on August 29.[60] Another Russian milblogger claimed on August 29 that elements of the 

Russian 70th and 71st motorized rifle regiments (both of the (42nd Motorized Rifle Division, 58th 

Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) advanced north and east of Robotyne, 

although ISW has not observed confirmation of this claim.[61] The Ukrainian General Staff reported 

that Russian forces attacked in Robotyne, north of Robotyne near Novodanylivka, and northeast of 

Robotyne near Mala Tokmachka on August 28 and 29.[62] 

 

 

Sevastopol occupation head Mikhail Razvozhaev claimed on August 29 that Russian forces repelled a 

Ukrainian aerial and naval drone strike on Sevastopol and destroyed four aerial drones over the Black 

Sea and three naval drones in the area.[63] ISW has not observed additional evidence confirming this 

claim. 

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military 

and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline) 

Russian forces conducted a large series of drone and missile strikes against Ukraine on the night of 

August 28 to 29. Ukrainian Air Force Commander Lieutenant General Mykola Oleshchuk reported on 

August 29 that Russian forces launched three Kh-59/69 cruise missiles and two missiles of an 

unspecified type from airspace over Kursk and Belgorod oblasts and 74 Shahed-136/131 drones from 

Primorsk-Akhtarsk and Yeysk, Krasnodar Krai and Kursk Oblast.[64] Oleshchuk reported that 

Ukranian forces downed two Kh-59/69 missiles and 60 Shahed drones over Kharkiv, Cherkasy, 

Kirovohrad, Kyiv, Poltava, Dnipropetrovsk, Kherson, Sumy, and Donetsk oblasts and that the other 14 

drones did not strike their intended targets. 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 

power without conducting general mobilization) 

The Russian government continues to expand pathways for accused criminals to sign military service 

contracts. Kremlin newswire TASS reported on August 29 that a group of State Duma deputies 

submitted a bill proposing to allow accused criminals to sign military service contracts during 

mobilization, martial law, and wartime.[65] Russian State Duma State Building and Legislation 

Committee Head Pavel Krasheninnikov and Defense Committee Head Andrei Kartapolov and Russian 

Federation Council Constitutional Legislation and State Building Committee Head Andrei Klishas 

authored the bill and noted that the bill does not apply to criminals accused of violence against minors. 

The author's explanatory note states that the bill also allows for people with a criminal record, who have 

previously been imprisoned, or who have expunged criminal records to sign military service contracts. 

It is unclear how the proposed process is legally different from the current mechanisms through which 

Russia has had convict recruits sign military contracts, although the new law may no longer require the 

immediate pardons that the Kremlin appeared to be offering convicts in exchange for signing 

contracts.[66] Russian authorities have previously relied on penal and convict recruits to supplant 

Russia's manpower needs in Ukraine.[67] 

 

 

Kremlin officials continue to project confidence about the state of Russia's domestic drone production 

capabilities. Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitri Peskov claimed on August 29 that Russia is developing its 
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high-tech industry and that Russian drone production industry is moving towards using a higher 

percentage of import-substituted component parts and machine building equipment.[68] Russia has 

previously relied on the People's Republic of China (PRC) to evade sanctions and offset limitations in 

its domestic technology and production capacities, particularly regarding drones, and the PRC is set to 

limit the export of an unspecified number of radio and drone production components to Russia 

beginning on September 1.[69] 

 

 

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological 

innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)  

Nothing significant to report. 

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense 

industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and 

international partners) 

ISW is suspending publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts until further notice. 

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 

control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 

sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

ISW is not publishing coverage of activities in Russian-occupied areas today. 

Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

 

 

Russian officials recently intensified existing narratives attempting to deter the West from providing 

further military assistance to Ukraine and prevent the West from lifting restrictions on Ukraine's use 

of Western-provided weapons against military targets in Russia. Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 

Lavrov, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Spokesperson Maria Zakharova, and First Deputy 

Permanent Representative to the UN Dmitri Polyansky recently doubled down on narratives accusing 

Ukraine and the West of escalating the war in Ukraine, spoiling peace negotiations, and permitting 

alleged Ukrainian war crimes in Kursk Oblast.[70] The Kremlin has routinely intensified these 

information operations during critical moments in Western policy discussions regarding support for 

Ukraine and is likely doing so now as part of its ongoing reflexive control campaign to coerce Western 

decision-makers into making policy decisions favorable to Russia.[71] 

 

 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 

Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 

Group activity in Belarus) 

Ukraine's State Border Service Spokesperson Andriy Demchenko reported on August 29 that Ukrainian 

forces have not recorded any significant movement or increase of Belarusian forces near the Ukrainian 

border. Demchenko stated that Ukrainian forces are actively monitoring the state border with Belarus 

and are prepared to respond to any change in the situation.[72] Demchenko also stated that Ukrainian 
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forces have erected engineering fortifications along the border to protect against possible Belarusian 

shelling and support defensive operations against a possible Belarusian attack into Ukraine.[73] ISW 

has previously assessed that a Belarusian invasion of Ukraine is unlikely due to Belarusian forces’ 

limited capabilities, low readiness, and the implications that such an incursion would have for 

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko’s regime domestically.[74] 

 

 

Independent Belarusian monitoring group the Hajun Project reported on August 28 that Belarusian 

forces used a fixed wing aircraft to shoot down a Russian Shahed-136/131 drone that violated Belarusian 

airspace amid a large-scale Russian strike on Ukraine on the night of August 28 to 29.[75] Belarusian 

forces reportedly shot down the drone over Yelsk Raion, Gomel Oblast (which shares a border with 

northern Ukraine). 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 

available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 

reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 

geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 

in the endnotes of each update. 
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