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Russian forces have not yet evacuated the Russian naval base in Tartus, Syria as of
December 6, but it remains unclear whether Russia will keep its vessels at the port as
Syrian rebels continue to advance swiftly across regime-held territory. Former Norwegian
Navy officer and independent OSINT analyst Thord Are Iversen assessed that the Russian
Novorossiysk Kilo-class submarine, a Gorshkov-class frigate, the Admiral Grigorovich Grigorovich-
class frigate, and possibly the Vyazma Kaliningradneft-class oiler have returned to the port in Tartus
based on satellite imagery collected on December 6.[1] Satellite imagery collected on December 3
showed that Russia had removed all of its ships stationed at Tartus - the Admiral Grigorovich frigate,
the Novorossisysk submarine, the Admiral Gorshkov and Admiral Golovko Gorskhov-class frigates,
and likely the Vyazma oiler and the Yelnya Altay-class oiler - from the port sometime between
December 1 and 3.[2] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on December 3 that ten Russian
naval vessels, including the Admiral Gorshkov and Admiral Golovko frigates and Novorossiysk
submarine, participated in hypersonic and cruise missile launch exercises in the eastern Mediterranean
Sea, and Russian Chief of the General Staff Army General Valery Gerasimov reportedly informed the
US about Russian exercises in the Mediterranean during a call on November 27.[3] It is unclear if
Russia removed the Admiral Grigorovich and the two oilers from Tartus as part of the exercise as well.
Some of the vessels that Russian forces removed from Tartus between December 1 and 3 have not
returned to port as of December 6.

Bloomberg reported on December 6 that a person close to the Kremlin stated that Russia does not have
a plan to save Syrian President Bashar al Assad and that Russia is unlikely to create such a plan as long
as pro-regime forces continue to abandon their positions.[4] The Russian Embassy in Syria notably
announced on December 6 that Russian citizens living in Syria should leave the country on commercial
flights due to the "difficult military and political situation" in Syria.[5] It remains unclear whether
Russia plans to continue to maintain all of these vessels at Tartus or is planning to evacuate all or some
of them elsewhere.

Russia appears to be redeploying at least some of its air defense assets that were
defending Russia's Khmeimim Air Base in Syria, but the reason for this redeployment
remains unclear at this time. Geolocated footage published on December 6 shows Russian forces
transporting S-300 or S-400 and Tor-M1 air defense systems near Baniyas along the M1 Lakatia-Tartus
highway.[6] A Russian milblogger posted the same footage on December 6 and claimed that it showed
Russian forces moving an S-400 system and a Tor-M2 system that Russian forces had deployed near
Masyaf (about 50 kilometers southeast of Khmeimin Air Base) in 2017 to protect Khmeimin Air Base.[7]
The milblogger claimed that Russian forces are either redeploying the air defense systems to Khmeimim



Air Base or Tartus due to Syrian rebel groups' recent seizure of Hama City (roughly 35 kilometers east
of Masyaf). It is unclear if Russian forces are redeploying the air defense systems to new positions
within western Syria in order to improve their survivability or if Russian forces are moving the air
defense systems for evacuation from Syria through Tartus.

The Kremlin continues to advance its strategic effort to de facto annex Belarus and
further expand the Russian military’s presence in Belarus through the Union State
framework. Russian President Vladimir Putin and Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko
signed a new Union State treaty on security guarantees at a meeting of the Supreme State Council of
the Union State in Minsk, Belarus on December 6.[8] Lukashenko made a public appeal to Putin that
Russia deploy Oreshnik ballistic missiles to Belarus under the condition that the Belarusian military-
political leadership would determine the Oreshnik's targets should the missile ever launch from
Belarusian territory.[9] Putin responded to Lukashenko's request by stating that Russia could deploy
Oreshnik systems to Belarus by mid-2025 on the grounds of the new Union State agreement on security
guarantees and as Russia scales up the production of Oreshnik ballistic missiles.[10] Putin noted that
the new security treaty allows Russia and Belarus to use "all available forces and means" as part of
Russia’s and Belarus’ mutual defense obligations.[11]

The treaty also requires Russia and Belarus to ensure the security of the Union State's borders, and
Putin emphasized that the new document includes the potential use of Russian tactical nuclear weapons
deployed in Belarus in the event of aggression against Belarus.[12] The agreement follows the release
of Russia's updated nuclear doctrine on November 19, which formally placed Belarus under Russia's
nuclear umbrella and consistent with Russia’s existing treaty obligations with Belarus.[13] The
deployment of Oreshnik ballistic missiles to Belarus would further increase Russia’s military footprint
in Belarus and advance the Kremlin’s longstanding strategic effort to erode Belarusian sovereignty and
de facto annex Belarus through the Union State framework.

Russia and Belarus also signed 10 other Union State documents, including a Union State security
concept, a decree on uniform rules in the field of consumer rights protection, a decree on joint measures
to combat smuggling, an agreement on the formation of a common electric energy market, a resolution
on the cancellation of mobile device roaming, and a resolution celebratory event for 8oth anniversary
of victory in World War II, among other Union State matters.[14]

Lukashenko is likely trying to preserve Belarusian sovereignty against Moscow by
advocating that Belarus control Russian weapons deployed in Belarus — an endeavor
Lukashenko has historically failed at. Lukashenko publicly requested that Minsk have the right
to decide on how to use Oreshnik missiles in Belarus likely in an attempt to preserve Belarus'
sovereignty within the Union State and buttress his negotiating position against further Union State
integration.[15] Lukashenko has long attempted to compete against the Kremlin to determine whether
Belarus can assert control over Russian military assets - such as advanced S-400 air defense systems -
deployed to Belarus.[16] Belarusian Security Council State Secretary Alexander Volfovich similarly
baselessly claimed that only Lukashenko can issue the order to use the Russian tactical nuclear weapons
deployed in Belarus.[17] Lukashenko noted that the Russian military personnel will continue to operate
the Oreshnik system in Belarus, which indicates that Moscow will retain control over any Oreshnik
ballistic missiles deployed to Belarus.

The deployment of the Oreshnik missiles to Belarus does not significantly increase the
immediate risks of intermediate-range ballistic missile (IRBM) strikes against Ukraine
or NATO states despite the Kremlin’s intensified nuclear saber-rattling. Putin once again
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tried to flaunt the Oreshnik missile and Russian missile capabilities during the Union State Supreme
State Council meeting as part of the Kremlin's reflexive control information operation. Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov similarly attempted to frame the Oreshnik strike against Dnipro City on
November 21 as Russia's readiness to use any means to prevent the West from strategically defeating
Russia in an interview with an American media personality on December 5.[18] ISW continues to assess
that the Kremlin's constant flaunting of the Oreshnik missile is unlikely to presage the development of
particularly novel Russian deep-strike capabilities.[19] Russia's deployment of Oreshnik missiles to
Belarus does not significantly change the threat to Ukraine or NATO given that the Russian military
has long had nuclear weapons in mainland Russia and the enclave of Kaliningrad capable of striking
targets in Ukraine and NATO. Russian forces fire nuclear-capable Iskander ballistic missiles, Kinzhal
hypersonic ballistic missiles, and nuclear-capable Kh-101 cruise missiles against Ukraine on a regular
basis.[20]

The Kremlin is scapegoating former Kursk Oblast Governor Alexei Smirnov for Russia's
failure to adequately respond to Ukraine's incursion into Kursk Oblast. Russian President
Vladimir Putin signed a decree on December 5 stating that Smirnov resigned "at his own request" and
appointed Russian State Duma Information Policy Committee Head Alexander Khinshtein as acting
Kursk Oblast governor.[21] Putin held a publicized meeting with Khinshtein on December 5 in which
Putin offered Khinshtein the post of acting governor and emphasized the importance of crisis
management in Kursk Oblast.[22]

Khinshtein's appointment comes after weeks of protests from Kursk Oblast residents for additional
government assistance for housing and amid Russian forces' continued failure to repel the Ukrainian
incursion into Kursk Oblast that began in early August 2024.[23] Putin appointed Smirnov as acting
head in May 2024 before Kursk Oblast residents formally elected Smirnov as head in September 2024.
Russian state news wire TASS noted that Smirnov only served as head of Kursk Oblast for 205 days, of
which he only spent 80 days as elected governor.[24] The Kremlin likely refrained from replacing
Smirnov during the September 2024 election to downplay the societal impacts of the Ukrainian
incursion into Kursk Oblast.[25]

Other senior Russian officials - including Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov, Russian State Duma
Chairperson Vyacheslav Volodin, and Russian Transport Minister and Smirnov's predecessor Roman
Starovoit - emphasized that Putin appointed Khinshtein because Smirnov was not adequately
communicating with or supporting Kursk Oblast residents regarding housing issues and praised
Khinshtein as capable of solving these issues.[26] Putin likely replaced Smirnov with Khinshtein now
to appear dedicated to solving social issues in Kursk Oblast and quell local protests while distracting
from Russia's failure to repel the Ukrainian incursion.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov used his interview with an American media
personality to reiterate Kremlin talking points that are intended to shape American
foreign policy and achieve a US-Russia reset detrimental to US interests and on the
Kremlin's terms. Lavrov stated during the interview published on December 5 that the Kremlin
wants "normal" relations with the United States and reiterated longstanding Kremlin rhetorical lines
attempting to blame the United States and NATO for undermining relations with Russia. Lavrov's
statements largely aligned with Russian President Vladimir Putin's November 7 talking points that also
advocated for a US-Russia reset on Russia's terms.[27] Lavrov also indicated that the Kremlin still has
no intentions to negotiate on any terms other than its own and falsely claimed that Russia wants to end
the war in Ukraine on the basis of the United Nations (UN) Charter - despite Russia's continuing to

violate the UN Charter by waging its illegal war of conquest against Ukraine in violation of Ukrainian
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sovereignty, territorial integrity, and Russia‘s previous treaties with Ukraine. Lavrov rejected any
notion of Russian forces withdrawing from occupied Ukraine and falsely claimed that Russia is not
attempting to "exterminate" the Ukrainian people. Lavrov's statements are part of the Kremlin's
continued effort to shape American foreign policy so the United States engages with Russia on terms
favorable to the Kremlin without offering any concessions favorable to the United States or conceding
any of the Kremlin's maximalist objectives either in Ukraine or globally.[28]

Western sanctions are reportedly degrading the overall quality of Russian drones,
indicating that targeted sanctions are having some negative effects on the Russian
defense industrial base (DIB). The Washington Post reported on December 5 that Western
sanctions are forcing Russia to purchase poorer quality steering motors for drones from the People's
Republic of China (PRC), which is increasing the failure rate of Russian-produced Shahed drones as
they have in-flight maneuverability issues.[29] Soldiers told the Washington Post that Russian Shaheds
have started to spin out of control after making sharp turns, causing some of the drones to crash. ISW
has observed Ukrainian official reports of Russian drones increasingly becoming "locally lost" during
Russia's almost daily overnight strike series against Ukraine, and the reported lower-quality steering
motors may be contributing to this phenomenon.[30]

Russia is reportedly also struggling to procure sufficient quantities of basic supplies, such as high-
performance lubricants needed for operating tanks in colder weather or computerized machine tools
necessary for building drone airframes and missiles.[31] ISW previously reported on Russia’s
increasing efforts to expand bilateral relations with the PRC in order to circumvent Western sanctions,
with Ukrainian officials stating that the PRC provides approximately 60 percent of all the foreign
components found in the weapons that Russia uses against Ukraine.[32] ISW previously assessed that
Russia is prioritizing materiel quantity over quality and that Russia’s increased DIB production is likely
not sustainable in the medium- and long-term as Russia is unable to completely compensate for the
military and dual-use items it can no longer acquire due to sanctions.[33]

Key Takeaways:

« Russian forces have not yet evacuated the Russian naval base in Tartus, Syria as of
December 6, but it remains unclear whether Russia will keep its vessels at the port
as Syrian rebels continue to advance swiftly across regime-held territory.

« Russia appears to be redeploying at least some of its air defense assets that were
defending Russia's Khmeimim Air Base in Syria, but the reason for this
redeployment remains unclear at this time.

o The Kremlin continues to advance its strategic effort to de facto annex Belarus and
further expand the Russian military’s presence in Belarus through the Union State
framework.

o Lukashenko is likely trying to preserve Belarusian sovereignty against Moscow by
advocating that Belarus control Russian weapons deployed in Belarus - an
endeavor Lukashenko has historically failed at.

e The deployment of the Oreshnik missiles to Belarus does not significantly increase
the immediate risks of intermediate-range ballistic missile (IRBM) strikes against
Ukraine or NATO states despite the Kremlin’s intensified nuclear saber-rattling.

4 Institute for the Study of War and AEl’s Critical Threats Project 2024



The Kremlin is scapegoating former Kursk Oblast Governor Alexei Smirnov for
Russia's failure to adequately respond to Ukraine's incursion into Kursk Oblast.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov used his interview with an American
media personality to reiterate Kremlin talking points that are intended to shape
American foreign policy and achieve a US-Russia reset detrimental to US interests
and on the Kremlin's terms.

Western sanctions are reportedly degrading the overall quality of Russian drones,
indicating that targeted sanctions are having some negative effects on the Russian
defense industrial base (DIB).

Russian forces recently advanced near Toretsk, Pokrovsk, Kurakhove, and
Vuhledar.

The Russian military continues to lose parts of its officer corps, a resource that is
difficult to replenish, as part of Russia's ever-increasing casualties.
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

o Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

o Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)
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e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border
with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
o Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

e Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign

o Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

o Russian Technological Adaptations

e Activities in Russian-occupied areas

 Significant Activity in Belarus

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

Ukrainian and Russian forces continued to fight in Ukraine's main salient in Kursk Oblast on December
5 and 6 but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian sources claimed that Russian
forces secured positions up to the Psel River and entered Plekhovo (north of Sudzha) and that elements
of the Russian Airborne Forces (VDV) are pushing Ukrainian forces out of Martynovka (northeast of
Sudzha).[34] ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these claims, however. Ukrainian forces
reportedly counterattacked near Novoivanovka and Darino (both southeast of Korenevo) on December
5and 6.[35] A Ukrainian Special Operation Forces (SSO) unit reported that it had ambushed a Russian
naval infantry platoon and destroyed two Russian armored personnel vehicles by tricking the Russian
military command into deploying 20 troops and three armored personnel vehicles to a recently
regained Ukrainian position.[36] A spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Kursk
direction reported that the brigade captured 11 Russian prisoners of war (POWs) from an assault group
of the 11th VDV Brigade, all of whom were recently released prisoners with only a few days of
training.[37] Elements of the Russian 83rd Separate VDV Brigade reportedly continue to operate in the
Kursk direction, and elements of the "Press" Joint Artillery Group (Chechen "Akhmat" Spetsnaz) are
reportedly fighting near Sudzha.[38]

A Russian Telegram channel claiming to be a Russian special services employee published geolocated
footage on December 6 purportedly showing the aftermath of a Ukrainian drone strike overnight on
December 5 on the headquarters of the 3rd Motorized Rifle Division (20th Combined Arms Army
[CAA], Moscow Military District [MMD]) in Boguchar, Voronezh Oblast.[39] The Telegram channel
reported that Ukrainian forces launched three drones, of which two drones struck the headquarters
building and one fell onto the roof of the four-story barracks.
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Ukrainian Incursion into Kursk Oblast
as of December 6, 2024, 3:00 PM ET

AND i
CRITICAL
THREATS

&

THE DR. JACK LONDON
GEOSPATIAL FUND

Soldat_élkoye

Kursk Oblast
(Russia)

~ Sumy Oblast :
(Ukraine) _p—
N ;— <
i i { “Area of Detail
A gﬁiz}‘l;llan e 7/// Russian Advances in Russia }
Claimed Russian Advances Russian and Ukrainian 7 N
“““in Russia Settlements \
stk
—— Russian Field Fortifications S \F
Kharkiv
o 5 10 20 Kilometers Ukraine

L 1 1 1 | i 1 I |

Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Noel Mikkelsen, Mitchell Belcher,
Tom Thacker, Harrison Hurwitz, David Schulert, and Spencer Scoresby
© 2024 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical Threats Project

Dnipro

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach
to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Kharkiv direction on December 6 but did not make
any confirmed advances. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced in Vovchansk
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(northeast of Kharkiv City), but ISW has not observed confirmation of this claim.[40] Russian forces
continued offensive operations along the international border north of Kharkiv City towards Kozacha
Lopan, Vysoka Yaruha, and Veterynarne; north of Kharkiv City near Lyptsi; and northeast of Kharkiv
City near Vovchansk and Tykhe on December 5 and 6.[41] A Russian milblogger claimed on December
6 that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful counterattacks in Vovchansk and near Starytsya
(northeast of Kharkiv City).[42] A Russian milblogger claimed on December 6 that both Russian and
Ukrainian forces can only use all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and motorcycles for transportation near
Lyptsi.[43] Drone operators of the Chechen "Canada” group of the "Okhotnik” (Hunter) Detachment
(204th ”Akhmat” Spetsnaz Regiment, 3rd Combined Arms Army [CAA], formerly 2nd Luhansk People's
Republic Army Corps [LNR AC]) reportedly continue to operate near Strilecha (north of Kharkiv

City).[44]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — LLuhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)
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Russian forces continued offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on
December 6 but did not make any confirmed advances. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian
forces advanced in western Hlushkivka, in the fields southeast of Kruhlyakivka, and the fields west of
Pershotravneve (all southeast of Kupyansk).[45] ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims,
however. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces crossed the Oskil River in an unspecified
location near Kupyansk and seized two bridgeheads on the western bank of the Oskil River.[46]
Ukrainian military observer Yuriy Butusov reported that Ukrainian forces prevented a Russian boat
from crossing the Oskil River near Novomlynsk (north of Kupyansk).[47] Other Russian milbloggers
have also recently acknowledged Ukrainian reports that Ukrainian forces recently regained lost
positions in Novomlynsk.[48] Russian forces continued assaults north of Kupyansk near Zapadne;
northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka; southeast of Kupyansk near Nova Kruhlyakivka, Kruhlyakivka,
Zahryzove, and Kolisnykivka; west of Svatove near Nadiya, Kopanky, Lozova and Zelenyi Hai;
southwest of Svatove near Hrekivka, Novoyehorivka, Cherneshchyna, and Druzhelyubivka; northwest
of Kreminna near Makiivka and Terny; west of Kreminna near Yampolivka, Zarichne, and Torske;
southwest of Kreminna in the Serebryanske forest area; and south of Kreminna near Bilohorivka on
December 5 and 6.[49] A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully
counterattacked near Torske and Terny.[50] A Ukrainian battalion commander operating in the
Kupyansk direction reported on December 6 that Ukrainian forces are counterattacking and pushing
Russian forces out of positions near Kupyansk and that Russian forces conducted three mechanized
assaults on an unspecified date with roughly 100 lightly armored vehicles, 90 percent of which
Ukrainian forces destroyed.[51] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are utilizing electric
scooters, motorcycles, and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) in the Kupyansk direction to maneuver around
land mines and disperse Russian manpower and armored vehicles.[52] A spokesperson of a Ukrainian
brigade operating in the Kupyansk direction noted that Russian forces rarely use heavy military
equipment in this direction and largely use this equipment to transport infantry to the frontlines.[53]
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Note: Ukrainian military observer Konstantin Mashovets reported on November 30 that Russian forces crossed the
Oskil River at two points south of Dvorichna. ISW cannot independently verify the location of the crossing at this
time.

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)
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Russian and Ukrainian sources did not report ongoing fighting in the Siversk direction on December 6.
Artillery elements of the Russian "Nevsky" Volunteer Reconnaissance Assault Brigade (Russian
Volunteer Corps) reportedly continue operating near Vasyukivka (southwest of Siversk).[54]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Chasiv Yar direction on December 6 but did not
make confirmed advances. Russian forces continued ground attacks near the Refractory Plant in central
Chasiv Yar and south of Chasiv Yar near Stupochky, Predtechyne, and Bila Hora on December 5 and
6.[55] A Russian military source claimed that Russian forces control 40 percent of Chasiv Yar, but ISW
has only observed evidence that can permit ISW to assess that Russian forces occupy about 28.6 percent
of Chasiv Yar.[56] Elements of the Russian "Hispaniola" Volunteer Brigade (Russian Volunteer Corps)
are reportedly fighting near the Refractory Plant, and drone elements of the 98th Airborne (VDV)
Division are reportedly operating against targets in Chasiv Yar.[57]
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Russian forces recently marginally advanced in Toretsk amid continued offensive operations in the area
on December 6. Geolocated footage published on December 5 shows that Russian forces marginally
advanced along Shakhtariv and Haydara streets on the southern outskirts of Zabalka Microraion in
southern Toretsk.[58] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces also advanced further in central
Toretsk.[59] Ukrainian Luhansk Group of Forces Spokesperson Major Anastasia Bobovnikova stated
on December 5 that Ukrainian forces recently conducted a mechanized counterattack near Nelipivka
(south of Toretsk) and eliminated a Russian position.[60] Russian forces also continued ground attacks
in Toretsk and near Nelipivka, Dyliivka (north of Toretsk), and Shcherbynivka (west of Toretsk) on
December 5 and 6.[61]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.

Russian forces recently advanced south and southwest of Pokrovsk on December 5 and 6. Geolocated
footage published on December 5 indicates that Russian forces recently seized Novopustynka
(southwest of Pokrovsk) and advanced to the southern outskirts of Shevchenko (south of
Pokrovsk).[62] Russian milbloggers claimed on December 6 that Russian forces advanced in the fields
south and west of Novopustynka.[63] Russian milbloggers claimed on December 5 that Russian forces
finished clearing Novopustynka and are now attacking Novotroistke (southwest of Pokrovsk) and that
Russian forces aim to bypass Shevchenko from the east by advancing along the railway line using small
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squad-sized units of five-to-15 personnel.[64] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces
advanced in the fields south of Pushkine (south of Pokrovsk).[65] A Russian source also published
footage on December 5 purportedly showing Ukrainian forces destroying the Tsentralna mine shaft in
Myrnohrad (east of Pokrovsk) and suggested that Ukrainian forces are preparing to withdraw from
Myrnohrad.[66] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on December 6 that Russian forces
seized Petrivka and Pustynka (both south of Pokrovsk).[67] Russian and Ukrainian sources reported
that fighting continued east of Pokrovsk near Myrolyubivka and Promin; southeast of Pokrovsk near
Lysivka; south of Pokrovsk near Zhovte, Chumatske, Dachenske, Pushkine, Shevchenko; and southwest
of Pokrovsk near Novopustynka and Novotroitske on December 5 and 6.[68] Elements of the Russian
41stCombined Arms Army (CAA) and 2ndCAA, both of the Central Military District (CMD), are
reportedly operating in the Pokrovsk direction.[69] Elements of the 27th Motorized Rifle Division (2nd
CAA) and elements of one-to-1.5 brigades of the 2nd CAA supported by elements of the goth
SeparateTank Division are reportedly operating west of Selydove and Tsukuryne (both southeast of
Pokrovsk).[70] Elements of the Russian "Tiger” Group are reportedly operating in the Pokrovsk
direction.[71]
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Russian forces made tactical gains in the Kurakhove direction on December 5 and 6. Geolocated footage
published on December 5 indicates that Russian forces advanced in the fields southeast of
Kurakhove.[72] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets stated on December 6 that Russian
forces likely captured Stari Terny (northwest of Kurakhove).[73] The Ukrainian General Staff reported
on December 5 and 6 that fighting continued within Kurakhove proper; north of Kurakhove near
Berestky; northwest of Kurakhove near Zorya, Stari Terny, and Sontsivka; south of Kurakhove near
Dalne; and west of Kurakhove near Dachne.[74] Russian sources claimed on December 6 that Russian
forces advanced in the fields west of Stari Terny; to the H-15 Kurakhove-Zaporizhzhia City highway;
and advanced along Subornyi Avenue in Kurakhove proper.[775] A Russian source claimed on December
6 that Russian forces are reportedly threatening to encircle a group of roughly 1,500 Ukrainian soldiers
south of Kurakhove.[76] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces’ recent tactical gains in
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Pushkine and Zorya are facilitating Russian forces' efforts to push Ukrainian forces out of
Sontsivka.[77] ISW has not observed visual evidence to confirm these Russian claims, however.
Elements of the Russian 2nd CAA are reportedly operating alongside elements of the 51st CAA
(formerly 1st Donetsk People's Republic Army Corps [DNR AC]) and 9oth Separate Tank Division
(CMD) in the Kurakhove direction.[78] Significant elements of the Russian 8th CAA (Southern Military
District [SMD]), two motorized brigades of the 29th CAA (Eastern Military District [EMD]) and the
68th AC (EMD) are reportedly operating in the Kurakhove direction.[79] Elements of the Russian 5th,
110th, and 114th motorized rifle brigades (all 51st CAA) are reportedly operating near the northern bank
of the Kurakhivske Reservoir.[80] Drone operators of the Russian 3rd Tank Battalion of the 68th Tank
Regiment (150th Motorized Rifle Division, 8th CAA) are reportedly operating near Kurakhove. [81]
Elements of the Russian 51st CAA are reportedly operating near Sobornyi Avenue in the center of
Kurakhove.[82]

Russian forces recently advanced northwest of Vuhledar on December 6. Geolocated footage published
on December 6 indicates that Russian forces advanced northwest of Vuhledar in the fields north of
Uspenivka.[83] Mashovets also reported that Russian forces likely seized Sukhi Yaly (northwest of
Vuhledar) and Kostyatynopolske (both northwest of Vuhledar), and Russian milbloggers similarly
claimed that Russian forces seized Sukhi Yaly.[84] Russian milbloggers reported that Russian forces
are focused on encircling the pocket in the area along the Sukhi Yaly River near Uspenivka, and reported
that Ukrainian soldiers only have an egress corridor smaller than two kilometers wide leading out of
Veselyi Hai (northwest of Vuhledar) and Hannivka (east of Uspenivka).[85] Fighting continued
northeast of Vuhledar near Rozdolne and Rozlyv; south of Vuhledar near Makarivka; and northwest of
Vuhledar near Uspenivka and Kostyantynopolske[86]<: Elements of the Russian 37th Motorized Rifle
Brigade (36th CAA, EMD) and 36th Motorized Rifle Brigade (29th CAA, EMD) are reportedly operating
near Kostyatynopolske and Sukhi Yaly, elements of the Russian 39th Motorized Rifle Brigade (68th AC,
EMD) are operating near Uspenivka and Hannivka.[87]

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Velyka Novosilka on December 6 but did not make
any confirmed advances. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced west and southeast
of Rivnopil (southwest of Velyka Novosilka); advanced one kilometer near Velyka Novosilka; and
advanced to the eastern and southeastern outskirts of Velyka Novosilka.[88] A Russian milblogger also
claimed that elements of the Russian 5th Combined Arms Army ([CAA], Eastern Military District
[EMD]) improved their tactical positions on the western outskirts of Velyka Novosilka. ISW has not
observed confirmation of these claims, however. Russian forces reportedly continued attacking north
of Velyka Novosilka near Novyi Komar; northeast of Velyka Novosilka near Rozdolne; south of Velyka
Novosilka near Makarivka; southwest of Velyka Novosilka near Novodarivka; and west of Velyka
Novosilka near Novosilka on December 5 and 6.[89] A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian
forces unsuccessfully counterattacked near Novyi Komar and Rozdolne.[90] Elements of the Russian
4oth Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet, EMD) and 14th Spetsnaz Brigade (Russian General Staff's
Main Directorate [GRU]) are reportedly operating in the Velyka Novosilka direction; elements of the
5th Tank Brigade and 37th Motorized Rifle Brigade (both of the 36th CAA, EMD) are reportedly
operating southeast of Velyka Novosilka; and elements of the 5th CAA (EMD) are reportedly operating
southwest of Velyka Novosilka.[91]

Mashovets stated on December 6 that the Russian military command is considering pushing Russian
forces across the north of the Sukyi Yaly River to attempt to seize Velyka Novosilka.[92] Mashovets also
stated that limited resources are forcing elements of the Russian Eastern (Vostok) Grouping of Forces
to attempt to seize Velyka Novosilka over conducting a "large encirclement” of Ukrainian forces in the
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area. A spokesperson for a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Vremivka direction (an area of operations
in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia oblast border area) stated that Russian forces are trying to advance using
motorcycles and personal vehicles, and only sometimes used lightly armored or heavy military
equipment.[93] The spokesperson noted that Russian forces can launch persistent assaults but then the
number of assaults will decrease over three to four days as Russian forces get tired. The spokesperson
stated that Russian forces are concentrating reserve forces in this direction to replenish the personnel
losses from the failed assaults during those three to four days.
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Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Russian forces continued offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast near Novodanylivka (north
of Robotyne) on December 5 and 6 but did not make any advances.[94] A Russian milblogger claimed
on December 6 that Ukrainian forces conducted an unsuccessful counterattack involving at least two
infantry fighting vehicles near Mala Tokmachka (northeast of Robotyne).[95] Elements of the Russian
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42nd Motorized Rifle Division (58th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD])
and the 7th Airborne (VDV) Division are reportedly operating near Mala Tokmachka.[96]
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Russian forces continued assaults in the Dnipro direction on December 6 but did not make any
confirmed advances in the area.[97] A Russian milblogger claimed on December 6 that Russian forces
are conducting operations on the islands of the Dnipro River Delta.[98] The Russian milblogger added
that Russian forces in the Dnipro direction lack enough boats and vehicles and called on the Russian
military command to create "systemic measures" to address these shortages.
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Note: The Ukrainian counteroffensive layer displays areas previously assigned to the Russian control,
Russian advances, or Russian claims layers where ISW now assesses that Ukrainian forces have
established a presence beyond a short-term raid. Inclusion of an area on this layer does not imply that
ISW assesses that the area is part of any upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operation.

Ukrainian forces reportedly conducted a naval drone strike against occupied Crimea on the night of
December 5 to 6. The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Black Sea Fleet (BSF) naval
aviation destroyed six Ukrainian naval drones in the Black Sea on the morning of December 6.[99] A
Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces launched multiple waves of naval
drones near occupied Crimea likely targeting the Kerch Strait Bridge overnight from December 5 to
6.[100] The Crimea-based Telegram channel Crimean Wind and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty's
Crimea-focused service Krym Realii reported that locals heard explosions near the Zalyv shipyard and
the Kerch Strait Bridge.[101] Krym Realii also reported that there were reports of Russian air defense
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operating in the Kerch Strait.[102] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian helicopters, ships, and
electronic warfare (EW) repelled the Ukrainian strike.[103]

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces conducted a series of drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of December 5 to 6 and
missile strikes during the day on December 6. The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces
launched 53 Shahed drones and other unidentified drone types (likely referring to decoy drones) from
Oryol Oblast.[104] The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Ukrainian Forces downed 32 drones over
Kyiv, Kharkiv, Poltava, Sumy, Chernihiv, Cherkasy, and Zhytomyr oblasts as of 0700 local time; that 16
drones were “lost,” likely due to Ukrainian electronic warfare (EW) interference; and that two drones
flew towards Belarusian air space. Ukrainian officials reported that a Russian missile strike damaged
an administrative building in Kryvyi Rih and killed two civilians.[105] Chernihiv Oblast officials
reported that a Russian Shahed drone struck civilian infrastructure in Koryukivskyi Raion and that
Russian forces conducted two missile strikes — likely using Iskander-K cruise missiles — against
Chernihivskyi Raion overnight on December 5 to 6.[106] Kyiv City Military Administration Head Serhiy
Popko stated that Russian drones damaged the windows of a non-residential building and that drone
debris fell on a road in Kyiv City.[107] The Hajun Project, an independent Belarusian monitoring group,
reported on December 6 that 10 Russian Shaheds flew into Belarusian airspace from Ukraine and
Russia on the night of December 5 to 6.[108]

Mykolaiv Oblast Military Administration Head Vitaly Kim stated that Russian forces launched a Kh-
59/69 cruise missile strike and that falling missile debris damaged civilian and energy infrastructure in
Voznesensk on the afternoon of December 5.[109]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

The Russian military continues to lose parts of its officer corps, a resource that is difficult to replenish,
as part of Russia's ever-increasing casualties.[110] Russian opposition outlet Vazhnye Istorii (iStories)
reported on December 5 that almost one-quarter of the 74 officers who were in the 2022 graduating
class of the Donetsk Higher Combined Arms Command School in occupied Donetsk Oblast had died in
Ukraine by November 2024.[111] About one-tenth of all 294 officers who graduated from the school
between 2020 and 2024 have died.

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

Russian online outlet Readovka claimed on December 5 that the Sibiryachok drone production
enterprise in Moscow Oblast is preparing to produce a modernized Sibiryachok drone and that
production of this drone will be entirely domestic by March 2025.[112]

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) reported on December 5 that Russian forces continue
to deny IAEA employees access to the external spare parts warehouse and diesel fuel storage facility at
the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP).[113] The IAEA added that Russian authorities claimed
they repaired the diesel fuel storage facility after more than two years.
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Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)

See topline text.

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.
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