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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 

updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a 

computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool. 

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion 

of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces 

daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive 

monthly. 

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:00 pm ET on March 17. ISW will cover 

subsequent reports in the March 18 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 

French President Emmanuel Macron underlined the necessity for European countries to 

continue supporting a Ukrainian victory against Russia in order to ensure Ukrainian and 

European security. Macron stated in a March 16 interview with Ukrainian TV channels 1+1 and My-

Ukraina that there will be “no peace in Europe if Ukraine is forced to capitulate.”[1] Macron called on 

European countries to speed up military assistance deliveries to Ukraine and stated that a “lasting 

peace” will restore the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine and guarantee the security of 

Ukraine and all of Europe.[2] Macron also implied that negotiations require both Russia and Ukraine 

to engage in negotiations, highlighting Russia’s unwillingness to engage in legitimate and good-faith 

negotiations with Ukraine as an equal party.[3] Macron’s emphasis that only Russia and Ukraine can 

engage in legitimate negotiations directly challenges an ongoing Russian information operation aimed 

at framing the West as the only meaningful negotiating party in order to convince the West to accept 

the Kremlin’s premise that Ukraine has no independent agency and to gain concessions from the West 

that undermine Ukrainian sovereignty and territorial integrity. Macron also stated in a March 16 

interview with French outlet Le Parisien that "perhaps at some point” it would be necessary for French 

troops to operate on the ground in Ukraine to counter Russian forces but that he “does not want it.”[4] 

Russian sources hyper-focused on Macron’s response to a question in which he affirmed that he would 

ask Russia for a ceasefire in Ukraine during the summer 2024 Olympics in Paris.[5] Russian official 

sources largely rejected Macron’s offer of a ceasefire, citing France’s continued support for Ukraine.[6] 

Macron stated that France would maintain a message of peace in accordance with the spirit of the 

Olympic movement but that a message of peace and tolerance does not preclude Ukraine’s need to fully 

restore its sovereignty and territorial integrity.[7] 

 

 

The Ukrainian State Security Service (SBU), Special Forces (SOF), and Unmanned 

Systems Forces reportedly conducted a successful drone strike against a Russian oil 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://understandingwar.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/3dviewer/index.html?appid=1602762dbcde419bb957dea358449580
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895
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refinery in Krasnodar Krai on the night of March 16 to 17. Sources in the SBU told Ukrainian 

outlet Suspilne that the Ukrainian SBU, SOF, and Unmanned Systems Forces struck the crude oil 

atmospheric distillation columns of the Slavyansk oil refinery in Slavyansk-on-Kuban, Krasnodar Krai, 

resulting in a large fire.[8] Krasnodar Krai Operational Headquarters claimed that several drones 

attempted to strike the Slavyansk oil refinery and that Russian forces neutralized them, though falling 

drones caused a fire.[9] A Russian milblogger claimed that two of 17 drones that targeted the Slavyansk 

oil refinery struck the facility.[10] Suspilne reported that SBU drones have recently successfully struck 

12 oil refineries in Russia.[11] A Russian milblogger claimed that the Ukrainian strike on the Slavyansk 

oil refinery is the ninth Ukrainian strike on a Russian oil refinery in the past week.[12] Another Russian 

milblogger claimed that Ukrainian strikes on oil refineries are more serious than strikes on fuel depots 

because international sanctions against Russia complicate Russia’s ability to repair technologically 

complex oil refinery facilities.[13] 

 

 

Unspecified actors launched a drone at a military base in Transnistria, the pro-Russian 

breakaway republic in Moldova, on March 17 amidst an assessed ongoing Kremlin hybrid 

operation aimed at destabilizing Moldova from within. Transnistrian outlets claimed on 

March 17 that a single drone struck a helicopter on the territory of an unspecified military unit in 

Transnistria, posted video footage of the moment of the drone strike, and alleged that the drone flew 

from the direction of Odesa Oblast.[14] Neither Transnistrian nor Russian authorities have accused 

Ukrainian forces of conducting the strike as of this writing but may do so in the future. The former 

Transnistrian Supreme Council Chairman, Alexander Shcherba, claimed that the strike had “Ukrainian 

fingerprints” and that the “main beneficiary” was Ukraine.[15] The Moldovan Bureau of Reintegration 

stated that the struck helicopter had not flown for years, and the strike was deliberately meant to spread 

fear and panic in Transnistria, implying it was part of an adversarial information operation targeting 

Moldova, though the Bureau of Reintegration did not explicitly accuse Transnistrian or pro-Russian 

forces of conducting the strike.[16] Moldovan authorities stated that they were in contact with the 

Ukrainian government.[17] Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) Spokesperson 

Andriy Yusov described the situation as a Russian provocation.[18] The Ukrainian Center for 

Countering Disinformation accused Russia of conducting the strike to manipulate the information 

space.[19] ISW cannot independently verify the details of the singular drone strike in Transnistria or 

identify the responsible actors, but it is unlikely that Ukrainian forces conducted the strike given the 

limited means used in the strike and the insignificant target. Ukrainian officials have also recently 

stated that Transnistria does not pose a military threat to Ukraine.[20] Transnistrian authorities 

recently asked Russia for unspecified “zashchita” (defense/protection) against Moldova, and Russia or 

Russian-linked actors would likely be the beneficiaries of this provocation in order to further the 

Kremlin’s ongoing efforts to set information conditions to justify a variety of Russian hybrid operations 

that aim to destabilize Moldova, about which ISW has extensively warned.[21] 

 

 

All-Russian pro-Ukrainian volunteer forces reportedly seized a Russian administrative 

building in the Belgorod Oblast border area amid continued cross-border raids into 

Belgorod Oblast. The all-Russian pro-Ukrainian Freedom of Russia Legion (LSR) and Siberian 

Battalion claimed on March 17 that their forces entered the Gorkovsky border settlement in Belgorod 

Oblast and seized the settlement’s administration building.[22] Russian milbloggers either denied this 
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claim or claimed that the settlement was already deserted several years ago.[23] Russian sources, 

including the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD), amplified footage claiming to show Russian air 

defenses downing a Ukrainian helicopter near Lukashivka, Sumy Oblast that was reportedly en route 

to Belgorod Oblast.[24] Russian milbloggers initially claimed that Russian forces downed a Western-

produced helicopter, but the Russian MoD later claimed that the helicopter was a Soviet-era Mi-8.[25] 

The Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) denied the Russian claims that Russian 

forces downed a Ukrainian helicopter and characterized the claims as part of a Kremlin information 

operation.[26] Russian milbloggers claimed that limited ground activity continued near Kozinka and 

Spodariushino, Belgorod Oblast.[27] 

 

 

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) signaled that it intends to protect the Russian 

Black Sea Fleet (BSF) against Ukrainian strikes and may have replaced the BSF 

commander as part of this effort. The Russian MoD reported on March 17 that Russian Defense 

Minister Sergei Shoigu visited the BSF command post in occupied Sevastopol, Crimea where he 

received reports about Ukrainian operations and the BSF’s performance.[28] Shoigu emphasized that 

the BSF must conduct daily training exercises to repel aerial and unmanned maritime vehicle strikes so 

that all Russian crews are ready to defend against such strikes.[29] Shoigu ordered that the BSF install 

additional weapons, including large-caliber systems and machine guns, on unspecified BSF assets to 

augment Russian defenses.[30] Shoigu also received a report from Russian Vice Admiral Sergei 

Pinchuk, whom some Russian sources recently claimed replaced Admiral Viktor Sokolov as BSF 

commander.[31] ISW remains unable to confirm this claim, however. A Ukrainian strike campaign has 

forced the BSF to redeploy the majority of its naval assets away from its main base in Sevastopol to 

smaller and less capable bases in Novorossiysk and elsewhere, and the Ukrainian Armed Forces Center 

for Strategic Communications (StratCom) reported that Ukrainian strikes have disabled roughly 33 

percent of the BSF’s warships as of early February 2024, including 24 ships and one submarine.[32] 

Shoigu’s posturing to protect the BSF sets conditions for Shoigu to either take credit should the BSF 

become more effective at protecting itself against Ukrainian strikes or blame other commanders should 

the BSF fail in this effort. 

Key Takeaways: 

• French President Emmanuel Macron underlined the necessity for European 

countries to continue supporting a Ukrainian victory against Russia in order to 

ensure Ukrainian and European security. 

• The Ukrainian State Security Service (SBU), Special Forces (SOF), and Unmanned 

Systems Forces reportedly conducted a successful drone strike against a Russian 

oil refinery in Krasnodar Krai on the night of March 16 to 17. 

• Unspecified actors launched a drone at a military base in Transnistria, the pro-

Russian breakaway republic in Moldova, on March 17 amidst an assessed ongoing 

Kremlin hybrid operation aimed at destabilizing Moldova from within. 

• All-Russian pro-Ukrainian volunteer forces reportedly seized a Russian 

administrative building in the Belgorod Oblast border area amid continued cross-

border raids into Belgorod Oblast. 
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• The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) signaled that it intends to protect the 

Russian Black Sea Fleet (BSF) against Ukrainian strikes and may have replaced the 

BSF commander as part of this effort. 

• Russian forces recently made confirmed advances near Avdiivka and Donetsk City.  

• Russian authorities continue to militarize children in occupied Ukraine as part of 

efforts to Russify Ukrainian children and create a resource for Russia’s future 

force generation needs. 

  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoTMarch17%2C2024.png
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-

covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 

humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.     

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts) 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Russian Technological Adaptations 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

• Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts 

• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

 

 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Ukrainian military officials recently reported that Ukrainian forces repelled three Russian 

reconnaissance and sabotage groups on the Ukrainian-Russian international border near Stara Huta 

and Brusky, Sumy Oblast.[33] It is unclear whether the Ukrainian military officials were referring to 

previously reported Russian reconnaissance and sabotage groups in the same area on March 16 or 

additional Russian operations on March 17 that occurred since the initial reports.[34] 

 

 

Positional fighting continued on the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on March 17, but there were no 

confirmed changes to the frontline. Positional fighting continued northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka; 

west of Kreminna; and south of Kreminna near Bilohorivka.[35] Elements of the Chechen Akhmat 

“Aida” detachment continue to operate near Bilohorivka, and elements of the 346th Spetsnaz Brigade 

(Russian General Staff’s Main Directorate [GRU]) are reportedly operating near Lysychansk.[36] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Map Draft March 17%2C2024.png
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Russian forces reportedly unsuccessfully attacked in the Siversk direction (northeast of Bakhmut) on 

March 17. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled a Russian assault near 

Rozdolivka (southwest of Siversk).[37] Elements of the Russian 6th Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd 

Luhansk People's. Republic [LNR] Army Corps [AC]) reportedly continue to operate near Spirne 

(southeast of Siversk).[38] 

 

 

Positional engagements continued around Bakhmut on March 17 but did not result in changes to the 

frontline. Positional battles continued northwest of Bakhmut near Bohdanivka; west of Bakhmut near 

Ivanivske and east of Chasiv Yar; southwest of Bakhmut near Klishchiivka, Shumy, and Pivdenne.[39] 

Elements of the Russian 6th Motorized Rifle Division (3rd AC) reportedly continue to operate in the 

Bakhmut direction; and elements of the Russian 78th “Sever-Akhmat” Special Purpose Motorized 

Regiment are reportedly operating near Klishchiivka.[40] 
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Russian forces recently marginally advanced northwest and west of Avdiivka amid continued positional 

fighting in the area on March 17. Geolocated footage published on March 16 indicates that Russian 

forces recently advanced northwest of Tonenke (west of Avdiivka), and a Russian milblogger claimed 

that Russian forces advanced along Tsentralna Street in the settlement.[41] Geolocated footage 

published on March 16 also indicates that Russian forces recently advanced to the central part of Orlivka 

(northwest of Avdiivka).[42] Positional battles continued northeast of Avdiivka near Oleksandropil; 

northwest of Avdiivka near Novobakhmutivka, Berdychi, and Orlivka; west of Avdiivka near Tonenke; 

and southwest of Avdiivka near Pervomaiske and Nevelske.[43] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Bakhmut Battle Map Draft March 17%2C2024.png
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Russian and Ukrainian forces recently advanced on the Donetsk City frontline amid continued 

positional fighting on March 17. Geolocated footage published on March 14 shows elements of the 

Russian 39th Motorized Rifle Brigade (68th AC, Pacific Fleet) striking Ukrainian positions south of 

Novomykhailivka (southwest of Donetsk City), indicating that Ukrainian forces have advanced in the 

area.[44] Geolocated footage published on March 17 indicates that Russian forces marginally advanced 

northeast of Marinka (immediately west of Donetsk City).[45] Positional fighting continued west of 

Donetsk City near Krasnohorivka and Heorhiivka and southwest of Donetsk City near Novomykhailivka 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Avdiivka Direction Battle Map Draft March 17%2C2024.png
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and Pobieda.[46] Elements of the Russian 305th Artillery Brigade (5th Combined Arms Army [CAA], 

Eastern Military District [EMD]) are reportedly operating near Novomykhailivka.[47] 

  

Positional engagements continued in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on March 15. A 

Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are advancing near Malynivka (southwest of Velyka 

Novosilka).[48] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft March 17%2C2024.png
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attacks southeast of Velyka Novosilka near Vodyane and Volodymyrivka and south of Velyka Novosilka 

near Urozhaine.[49] Elements of the Russian 60th Motorized Rifle Brigade (5th CAA, EMD) are 

reportedly operating near Staromayorske (south of Velyka Novosilka).[50] 

  

Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 

positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Russian forces reportedly seized Myrne (northeast of Robotyne) amid continued positional fighting in 

western Zaporizhia Oblast on March 17. Russian sources, including the Russian Ministry of Defense 

(MoD), claimed that elements of the Russian 35th Combined Arms Army (Eastern Military District 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vremivka - Marinka Direction Battle Map Draft March 17%2C2024.png
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[EMD]) seized Myrne after pushing Ukrainian forces from the settlement.[51] Russian milblogger 

claimed that Russian forces advanced near Robotyne and Verbove (east of Robotyne).[52] Positional 

engagements continued near Robotyne and northwest of Verbove.[53] Elements of the Russian BARS-

3 ”Rodina” Battalion (Combat Army Reserve) are reportedly operating in the Zaporizhia direction.[54] 

  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Pyatykhatky and Robotyne Battle Map Draft March 17%2C2024.png
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Positional engagements continued in east (left) bank Kherson Oblast, particularly near Krynky and the 

Antonivsky roadway bridge area, on March 17.[55] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian Spetsnaz 

forces conducted a raid in an unspecified area of west (right) bank Kherson Oblast at an unspecified 

time earlier this week.[56] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft March 17%2C2024.png
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military 

and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline) 

Russian forces launched several drone and missile strikes on Ukraine on March 16 and March 17. The 

Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces struck Kharkiv and Donetsk oblasts with five S-300 

missiles and struck Chernihiv Oblast with two Kh-59 cruise missiles on the night of March 16 to 17.[57] 

Ukrainian officials reported on March 17 that Russian forces struck an infrastructure facility in 

Mykolaiv City with two ballistic missiles, likely Iskander-Ms.[58] The Ukrainian Air Force reported that 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft March 17%2C2024.png
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Russian forces launched 16 Shahed-136/131 drones from occupied Cape Chauda, Crimea, overnight on 

March 16 to 17 and that Ukrainian forces shot down 14 Shaheds over Odesa Oblast.[59] Ukraine’s 

Southern Operational Command reported that some Shahed drones damaged agricultural enterprises 

in Odesa Oblast overnight.[60] 

 

 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 

power without conducting general mobilization) 

Russian authorities continue to militarize children in occupied Ukraine as part of efforts to Russify 

Ukrainian children and create a resource for Russia’s future force generation needs. Ukrainian Luhansk 

Oblast Military Administration Head Artem Lysohor stated on March 17 that Russian authorities have 

approved the creation of the Luhansk Cadet Corps under the Russian Investigative Committee (Russia’s 

rough equivalent to the American Federal Bureau of Investigation), possibly before 2025.[61] Lysohor 

stated that Luhansk Cadet Corps will teach Ukrainian children about pro-Russian concepts including 

their “debt” to the Russian “Motherland.” The Ukrainian Resistance Center stated on March 17 that 

Russian authorities have spent a decade developing a plan to introduce a Russian federal military 

training system for civilians in occupied Crimea and plan to introduce the same military training system 

in occupied Kherson and Zaporizhia oblasts.[62] The Ukrainian Resistance Center stated the Kremlin 

ordered the establishment of centers for military-patriotic education and military training for civilians 

in each of Russia’s municipal entities and in occupied Ukraine and that occupation authorities are 

focusing on the expansion of the Young Cadets National Movement (Yunarmiya) as part of these efforts. 

The Ukrainian Resistance Center stated that occupation authorities plan to build an “Avangard” 

military-patriotic education center in occupied Sevastopol in 2025-2027 that will train about 5,000 

Ukrainian children annually. The “Avangard” centers reportedly cooperate with the Russian Volunteer 

Society for Assistance to the Army, Aviation, and Navy of Russia (DOSAAF), and the Russian Black Sea 

Fleet (BSF) will reportedly use the new “Avangard” center in Sevastopol to recruit personnel from 

occupied Crimea. Yevpatoria occupation administration head Elena Demidova announced in October 

2023 that Russian occupation officials opened an “Avangard” center in the “Gagarin” children’s health 

camp in occupied Yevpatoria, Crimea, which reportedly accepted its first group of 100 ninth-through-

eleventh grade students in early October 2023, to teach Ukrainian children basic Russian military 

training and organize “patriotic leisure activities.”[63] Russian opposition outlet Verstka reported in 

August 2023 that the Russian Investigative Committee and its head, Alexander Bastrykin, were using 

toys, clothes, and school supplies to coerce Ukrainian children in orphanages in Russia to join the 

Russian cadet corps and that Bastrykin ordered some Russian cadets corps to prepare to receive 

Ukrainian children from occupied Ukraine as early as February 25, 2022.[64] 

 

 

Russian authorities continue to use financial incentives to encourage Russian civilians to voluntarily 

sign contracts for military service with the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD). Russian outlet 

Kommersant reported on March 11 that Tatarstan regional authorities temporarily increased the 

signing bonus for signing a contract to join the Russian military from 305,000 rubles (about $3,300) 

to 400,000 rubles (about $4,300) until March 25.[65] A Russian insider source claimed on March 17 

that taxi drivers are reporting an increased number of advertisements on taxi driver forums offering 

monetary bonuses for joining the Russian military.[66] 
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Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological 

innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)   

Nothing significant to report. 

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense 

industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and 

international partners) 

Note: ISW will be publishing its coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts on a 

weekly basis in the Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. ISW will continue to track 

developments in Ukrainian defense industrial efforts daily and will refer to these efforts 

in assessments within the daily Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment and other ISW 

products when necessary. 

ISW is not publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts today. 

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 

control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 

sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

Note: ISW will be publishing coverage of activities in Russian-occupied areas twice a 

week in the Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. ISW will continue to track 

activities in Russian-occupied areas daily and will refer to these activities in assessments 

within the daily Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment and other ISW products when 

necessary.   

ISW is not publishing coverage of activities in Russian-occupied areas today. 

Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

 

 

The March 2024 Russian presidential election concluded on March 17, and Russian President Vladimir 

Putin is the likely victor as expected. Russian state newswire TASS reported that exit polls suggest that 

87 percent of voters voted for Putin, which is congruent with ISW’s previous assessments that the 

Kremlin aims to portray public support for Putin at about 80 percent.[67] Russian authorities continue 

efforts to portray the Russian presidential election as a popular and legitimate election, including by 

claiming that voter turnout exceeded 90 percent in some federal subjects and that the overall voter 

turnout was 70 percent as of 15:45 Moscow time on March 17, exceeding the alleged turnout of 67.54 

percent of the last 2018 Russian presidential election.[68] Senior Russian officials continued to accuse 

the West of interfering in the election and claimed that attempts to divide Russia only united Russians 

around the election and Putin, even as demonstrations against the choreographed election continued 

in Russia.[69] Russians across the country and the global Russian diaspora organized large-scale “Noon 

against Putin” protests, lining up en masse at noon on March 17 to vote against Putin so that a surge of 

ballots against Putin simultaneously would complicate the Kremlin’s efforts to falsify votes in Putin’s 

favor.[70] Many Russian opposition outlets posted imagery showing anti-war slogans written on 

election ballots.[71] Russian authorities continued to crack down on certain demonstrators who 

damaged ballot boxes or polling centers, reportedly detaining at least 75 Russians on March 17 
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alone.[72] A Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger claimed that Russian military veterans and athletes 

attempted to argue with and disperse demonstrators against the choreographed election.[73] 

 

 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 

Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 

Group activity in Belarus) 

Nothing significant to report. 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 

available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 

reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 

geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 

in the endnotes of each update. 
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