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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to see ISW's interactive map of Ukraine's offensive in Kursk Oblast.

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool.

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion
of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces
daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive
monthly.

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:30pm ET on November 3. ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the November 4 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

Incumbent Moldova President Maia Sandu has claimed victory in the Moldovan
presidential runoff election held on November 3, 2024.[1] Preliminary results reported by the
Moldovan Central Election Commission (CEC) show that Maia Sandu has won around 55 percent of the
vote, defeating Kremlin-friendly presidential candidate Alexandr Stoianoglo.[2] The Moldovan CEC
reported on November 3 that over 54 percent of the Moldovan electorate voted in the presidential runoff
elections compared to the approximately 51 percent voter turnout during the first election round held
on October 20, 2024. The reported voter turnout for the runoff election is also over the minimum legal
turnout requirement of 20 percent.[3] ISW will cover the final result of the runoff Moldovan
presidential elections on November 4 after the Moldovan CEC finishes counting all votes, including
votes from the Moldovan diaspora voters whose votes take longer to count due to time zone differences.

Moldovan authorities reported extensive Russian interference and sabotage efforts
during the runoff presidential elections held on November 3, 2024, in a likely effort to
favor pro-Kremlin Stoianoglo. Sandu’s National Security Advisor Stanislav Secrieru warned on
November 3 of significant Russian interference in the runoff election, noting the organization of voter
transport in Transnistria (which is illegal under Moldovan law); the organization of buses and charter
flights from Russia to polling stations in Azerbaijan, Turkey, and Belarus; the distribution of vouchers
to Moldovan voters in Moscow; and cyberattacks against the Moldova CEC's voter education site.[4]
Moldovan Independent Press Agency IPN reported on November 2 that Russian authorities
preemptively transported 150 Moldovan citizens from Russia to Moldova via Turkey for free in a
concerted effort to maximize the voter base of Kremlin-friendly Stoianoglo.[5] Moldovan authorities
also notified numerous Western countries about Russian efforts to disrupt Moldovan diaspora voting
abroad by creating false bomb threats at polling stations.[6] The Moldovan diaspora notably largely
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favored Sandu in the first round of the presidential elections. Moldovan Prime Minister Dorin Recean
stated that Moldovans throughout the country had received anonymous “death threats” through phone
calls, likely as part of a scare tactic to sway election results.[7] ISW previously reported on large-scale
Russian intervention efforts in the first round of the 2024 Moldovan presidential elections in order to
enhance the outcome in favor of Stoianoglo and against Moldova’s European Union (EU) referendum
vote, which ultimately passed by a small margin.[8] Sandu stated on October 21 that "criminal groups"
and "foreign forces" — likely referring to Russia and Kremlin-linked Moldovan opposition politician
Ilan Shor — used tens of millions of euros to spread propaganda to destabilize Moldova.[9] Sandu also
stated that Moldovan authorities had evidence that the criminal groups wanted to buy 300,000
Moldovan votes during the first round of presidential elections and that the scale of fraud was
"unprecedented.”[10]

The Russian Ministry of Defense's (MoD) efforts to centralize control over informal
Russian drone operation units may degrade the effectiveness of Russian drone
capabilities. Russian opposition outlet Vazhnye Istorii (iStories) gathered several accounts from
Russian milbloggers complaining that the Russian military command is systematically disbanding
informal Russian drone operation units and committing experienced drone operators to infantry
assaults, resulting in high casualties among drone operators.[11] Some milbloggers explained that the
Russian military command prioritizes attritional, infantry-led "meat” assaults and lacks the manpower
necessary to continue these assaults, and noted that some companies have 9o people of whom only 20
are regular assault personnel — with the rest being informal drone operators, communications
specialists, and troops supporting evacuations of dead and wounded personnel. Some Russian
milbloggers, however, connected the trend to the Russian MoD’s recent efforts to form “joint technical
drone battalions” and the MoD’s “Rubikon” Center for Prospective Unmanned Technologies. A
milblogger and advisor to the Kursk Oblast Governor claimed that the Russian military commanders
seem to be afraid that the Russian MoD will deprive them of available manpower for assaults by
reallocating drone operators from their current units to Russian MoD-operated “technical drone
battalions,” and are instead committing these drone operators to assaults to sabotage this effort.
Russian milbloggers also criticized the Russian MoD’s efforts to create separate, specialized “technical
drone battalions,” citing the lack of a joint Russian communications system that would allow dedicated
drone units to closely coordinate with assault units. Russian milbloggers also complained that it would
take the Russian MoD a long time to establish communications between newly centralized drone units
and assault units, which will result in Russian assault elements temporarily losing drone coverage. ISW
recently reported on the milblogger backlash regarding the deaths of two Russian drone operators of
the 87th Separate Rifle Regiment of the 1st "Slavic" Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st CAA), Dmitry
Lysakovsky (alias Goodwin) and Lieutenant Colonel Sergey Gritsai (alias Ernest), after both were
committed to infantry assaults in Donetsk Oblast.[12] The reduction in Russian drone specialists may
also at least temporarily inhibit Russian drone operations if the Russian MoD continues its
centralization efforts.

Ukrainian Human Rights Ombudsman Dmytro Lubinets refuted a Russian information
operation about prisoner of war (POW) exchanges aimed at destabilizing Ukrainian
society and undermining Ukrainians' trust in their government.[13] Lubinets responded on
November 2 to claims from Russian Human Rights Ombudsman Tatyana Moskalkova and Russian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Spokesperson Maria Zakharova falsely accusing Ukrainian
authorities of attempting to sabotage the POW exchange processes and deliberately refusing to return
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all Ukrainian POWs from Russian captivity.[14] Lubinets directly called on Moskalkova to provide
Ukraine with a list of all Ukrainian POWs whom Russia is willing to return and reiterated that Ukraine
is ready to accept all lists of POWSs from Russian authorities, accusing the Russian government of
holding up the POW exchange processes.[15] Russia and Ukraine have engaged in more frequent POW
exchanges since the start of Ukraine's incursion into Kursk Oblast in August 2024 following a months-
long period of minimal POW exchanges, during which Ukraine had to reportedly construct a third POW
camp for Russian POWs in Ukraine. Ukrainian officials also reported at the time that Russian
authorities were the cause of the significant delays in POW exchanges.[16] Kremlin information
operations centered around POWSs also likely intend to distract from the Kremlin's own efforts to
disrupt the POW exchange process and from consistent reports of Russian human rights abuses,
including executions, against Ukrainian POWs.[17]

Key Takeaways:

e Incumbent Moldova President Maia Sandu has claimed victory in the Moldovan
presidential runoff election held on November 3, 2024.

e Moldovan authorities reported extensive Russian interference and sabotage
efforts during the runoff presidential elections held on November 3, 2024, in a
likely effort to favor pro-Kremlin Stoianoglo.

e The Russian Ministry of Defense's (MoD) efforts to centralize control over
informal Russian drone operation units may degrade the effectiveness of Russian
drone capabilities.

e Ukrainian Human Rights Ombudsman Dmytro Lubinets refuted a Russian
information operation about prisoner of war (POW) exchanges aimed at
destabilizing Ukrainian society and undermining Ukrainians' trust in their
government.

e Ukrainian Human Rights Ombudsman Dmytro Lubinets refuted a Russian
information operation about prisoner of war (POW) exchanges aimed at
destabilizing Ukrainian society and undermining Ukrainians' trust in their
government.

e Russian forces recently advanced near Siversk, Pokrovsk, Kurakhove, and
Vuhledar in Donetsk Oblast.

e A Ukrainian official reported that Russian naval infantry units cannot be
considered “elite” due to a lack of specialized training for new recruits and because
Ukrainian forces have destroyed the main core of the Russian professional army
since the start of the Russian full-scale invasion.
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Assessed Control of Terrain in Ukraine

and Main Russian Maneuver Axes
as of November 3, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

o Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

o Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)
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e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border
with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
o Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

e Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign

o Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

o Russian Technological Adaptations

e Activities in Russian-occupied areas

 Significant Activity in Belarus

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

Russian forces reportedly recently advanced in the main Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast amid
continued fighting on November 3. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced in fields
north and northwest of Pogrebki (northwest of Sudzha) and near Novaya Sorochina (immediately south
of Pogrebki), and captured a windbreak east of Malaya Loknya (immediately south of Novaya
Sorochina), but ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these claims.[18] A Russian milblogger
claimed that Russian forces also attacked southeast of Korenevo near Lyubimovka and Tolsty Lug.[19]
The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian counterattacks
near Malaya Loknya, Novoivanovka (southeast of Korenevo), and Plekhovo (south of Sudzha) on
November 2 and 3.[20]
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Ukrainian Incursion into Kursk Oblast

as of November 3, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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Note: The Claimed Limit of Ukrainian Advances layer depicts territory that Russian sources claim are Ukrainian-occupied
when there is no observed contradictory evidence that could disprove the Russian claims.

Neither Russian nor Ukrainian sources reported ground fighting in Glushkovsky Raion (west of the
main Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast) on November 3.

Russian officials claimed that Russian forces downed 16 drones near Novoshakhtinsk, Kamensk, and
Ust-Donetsk, Rostov Oblast overnight on November 2 and 3.[21] Russian opposition outlet Astra
published footage of a large fire allegedly from a drone strike near Novocherkassk, Rostov Oblast.[22]
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Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach
to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

Russian forces continued limited offensive operations northeast of Kharkiv City near Vovchansk and
Hatyshche (northwest of Vovchansk) on November 2 and 3 but did not advance.[23] A spokesperson
of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Kharkiv direction stated that Russian forces are taking
advantage of deteriorating weather to advance, conduct small infantry assaults, and fortify positions
north of Kharkiv Oblast before the cold season begins, especially north of Kharkiv City near Lyptsi
where the ground has begun to freeze.[24] Dehtyarov reported that Russian forces have been using
civilian vehicles instead of armored vehicles in recent assaults and that Ukrainian forces are preparing
anti-tank fortifications in case Russia is accumulating forces and means for future offensive operations
in northern Kharkiv Oblast.[25]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — LLuhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)
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Russian forces recently advanced west of Svatove and northwest of Kreminna amid continued offensive
operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on November 3. Geolocated footage published
on November 3 indicates that Russian forces recently advanced on the eastern outskirts of Andriivka
(west of Svatove) and in northern Terny (northwest of Kreminna).[26] A Russian milblogger claimed
on November 2 and 3 that Russian forces advanced half a kilometer in depth within Petropavlivka (east
of Kupyansk) and cleared a forest area near Stelmakhivka (west of Svatove), and another milblogger
denied other claims that Russian forces entered Serebryanka (northwest of Kreminna).[27] The
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces continued offensive operations north of Kupyansk
near Holubivka; northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka; east of Kupyansk near Petropavlivka; southeast
of Kupyansk near Kolisnykivka, Kruhlyakivka, Lozova, Stepova Novoselivka, Zahryzove, Berestove, and
Pishchane; west of Svatove near Vyshneve, Pershotravneve, and Zelenyi Hai; southwest of Svatove near
Druzhelyubivka and Hrekivka; west of Kremmina near Yampolivka, Torske, and Terny; and southwest
of Kremmina near Dibrova and in the Serebryanske forest area on November 2 and 3.[28] A Russian
milblogger claimed on November 3 that Ukrainian forces counterattacked near Kolisynkivka and
Kruhlyakivka.[29] A spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Lyman direction reported
that Russian forces are conducting assaults with wounded personnel to maintain the intensity of
infantry assaults.[30]
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against but do not control.

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Russian forces recently launched a battalion-sized mechanized assault southeast of Siversk and
marginally advanced. Geolocated footage published on November 2 shows Ukrainian forces repelling a
Russian battalion-sized mechanized assault involving around 120 Russian servicemen, seven tanks, 13
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infantry fighting vehicles (BMPs), and two MT-LB amphibious armored personnel carriers northeast
of Vesele and south of Ivano-Darivka (both southeast of Siversk).[31] The geolocated footage indicates
that Russian forces marginally advanced in the areas northeast of Vesele and south Ivano-Darivka. The
Ukrainian brigade involved in repelling the assault reported that Ukrainian forces destroyed six
Russian tanks and nine BMPs and killed 19 Russian personnel while wounding 23.[32] Russian forces
also continued offensive operations southeast of Siversk near Ivano-Darivka and Vyimka on November
2.[33] Elements of the Russian 85th Motorized Rifle Brigade (3rd Combined Arms Army [CAA],
formerly 2nd Luhansk People's Republic Army Corps [LNR AC]) and artillery elements of the 2nd
Guards Artillery Brigade (3rd CAA) are reportedly operating in the Siversk direction.[34]

Russian forces reportedly continued assaults in Chasiv Yar and south of Chasiv Yar near
Predtechnyne on November 2 and 3 but did not advance.[35] Ukrainian military officials reported that
Russian forces continue to cross the Siverskyi Donets-Donbas Canal in small assault groups and hide
in Chasiv Yar’s urban area but have not secured enduring positions west of the canal.[36] The head of
a Ukrainian brigade’s electronic warfare (EW) service stated that Russian forces are using a large
number of newly developed EW rifles that have not been effective against Ukrainian first-person view
(FPV) drones.[37] The EW service head added that Russian forces appear to be transferring
experienced drone operators from different frontlines to reinforce prioritized operational directions,
and that Russian drone capabilities in the Chasiv Yar direction had worsened given the low quality of
Russian drone operators in the area.[38] Elements of the Russian 98th Airborne Division are reportedly
operating in the Chasiv Yar direction, and elements of the 6th Motorized Rifle Division (3rd AC) are
operating near Klishchiivka (southeast of Chasiv Yar).[39]
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# Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks against but do not
control.

Russian sources, including the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD), claimed that Russian forces seized
Leonidivka (southwest of Toretsk) on November 1, but ISW cannot independently verify these
claims.[40] Russian forces continued to attack in eastern Toretsk and southwest of Toretsk near
Shcherbynivka on November 2 and 3.[41] Ukrainian Luhansk Group of Forces Spokesperson Major
Anastasiya Bobovnikova reported that Ukrainian forces stabilized the frontline in eastern Toretsk but
noted that Russian forces are bringing up reserves and equipment and are mounting EW systems on
military equipment likely to intensify offensive operations in the area.[42]
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Russian sources claimed that Russian forces advanced south and southeast of Pokrovsk on November
2 and 3, but ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these claims. Russian milbloggers claimed
that Russian forces advanced to the eastern part of Novooleksiivka (south of Pokrovsk and west of
Selydove) and southeast of Lysivka (southeast of Pokrovsk).[43] The Russian MoD claimed on
November 3 that Russian forces seized Vyshneve (west of Selydove), although ISW has not observed
Russian forces operating in the northwestern part of the settlement as of this publication.[44] Russian
forces continued assaults east of Pokrovsk near Mykolaivka, Promin, Sukha Balka, and Myrolyubivka;
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south of Pokrovsk near Vyshneve; and southeast of Pokrovsk near Krutyi Yar, Selydove, Sukhyi Yar,
and Novohrodivka.[45]

Assessed Control of Terrain East of Pokrovsk
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Russian sources claimed that Russian forces advanced north of Kurakhove on November 2 and 3.
Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced northeast and southeast of Novodmytrivka
and southeast of Novoselydivka (both north of Kurakhove).[46] Russian forces continued offensive
operations north of Kurakhove near Novoselydivka, Novodmytrivka, and Kreminna Balka; northeast of
Kurakhove near Hostre, Vovchanka, and Illinka; and east of Kurakhove near Maksymilyanivka.[47] A
spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade reported that Russian forces continue to launch mechanized
assaults in the Kurakhove direction and that Ukrainian defensive operations have become significantly
harder since Summer 2024.[48] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are reprioritizing
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offensive operations from the south in the Kurakhove direction after Russian forces seized
Vuhledar.[49] Elements of the Russian ”Bashkirskiye Volki” (Bashkir Wolves) detachment are
reportedly operating in the Kurakhove direction.[50]

Russian forces recently advanced northeast and northwest of Vuhledar amid continued offensive
operations on November 2 and 3. Geolocated footage published on November 2 showed that elements
of the Russian 33rd Motorized Rifle Regiment (20th Guards Motorized Rifle Division, 8th CAA,
Southern Military District [SMD]) advanced in eastern Antonivka (northeast of Vuhledar), and that
elements of the 36th Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade (29th CAA, Eastern Military District [EMD])
seized Maksymivka (northwest of Vuhledar).[51] Geolocated footage published on November 3 also
shows that Russian forces seized Katerynivka (northeast of Vuhledar) and advanced towards a bridge
east of Yelyzavetivka (northwest of Katerynivka).[52] Russian milbloggers also claimed that Russian
forces advanced in the fields between Maksymivka and Yasna Polyana (southwest of Maksymivka), but
ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these claims.[53] Russian forces continued assaults north
of Vuhledar near Trudove; northeast of Vuhledar near Antonivka, Katerynivka, and Kostyantynivka;
and northwest of Vuhledar near Maksymivka on November 2 and 3.[54]
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Ukrainian and Russian sources did not report fighting in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on
November 3.
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Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Russian forces reportedly marginally advanced during localized ground attacks in western Zaporizhia
Oblast on November 3. Russian milbloggers claimed on November 3 that Russian forces advanced
northeast and 1.5 kilometers in width northwest of Robotyne, northwest of Verbove (east of Robotyne),
and 1.2 kilometers deep along a five-kilometer wide front southwest of Novopokrovka (northeast of
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Robotyne).[55] ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these Russian claims, however. The
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted ground attacks near Robotyne,
Yurkivka (northwest of Robotyne), Novodanylivka (north of Robotyne), and Mala Tokmachka
(northeast of Robotyne) on November 2 and 3.[56] Elements of the Russian 64th Motorized Rifle
Brigade (35th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Eastern Military District [EMD]) and the 291st Motorized
Rifle Regiment (42nd Motorized Rifle Division, 58th CAA, Southern Military District [SMD]) are
reportedly operating in the Zaporizhia direction.[57]
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Russian forces conducted localized ground attacks in east (left) bank Kherson Oblast on November 3.
The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted offensive operations in east bank
Kherson Oblast and in the Dnipro River delta near Kozachi Laheri, Dnipryany, and Kozatskyi Island on
November 2 and 3.[58] A Russian milblogger claimed on November 2 that Ukrainian forces conducted
unsuccessful counterattacks on islands in the Dnipro River delta.[59] Elements of the Russian 18th
Combined Arms Army ([CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) reportedly continue to operate in the
Dnipro River delta area.[60]
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Note: The Ukrainian counteroffensive layer displays areas previously assigned to the Russian control,
Russian advances, or Russian claims layers where ISW now assesses that Ukrainian forces have
established a presence beyond a short-term raid. Inclusion of an area on this layer does not imply that
ISW assesses that the area is part of any upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operation.

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces conducted a series of drone and missile strikes against Ukraine during the day on
November 2 and on the night of November 2 to 3. The Ukrainian Air Force reported on November 3
that Russian forces launched one Kh-59/69 guided air missile from airspace over Kursk Oblast and 96
Shahed-type and other unspecified strike drones from Bryansk Oblast, Kursk Oblast, and Primorsko-
Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai.[61] The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Ukrainian forces downed 66
drones and one Kh-59/69 guided air missile over Kyiv, Sumy, Khmelnytskyi, Zhytomyr, Mykolaiv,
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Odesa, Cherkasy, Chernihiv, Kirovohrad, Poltava, Dnipropetrovsk, and Kharkiv oblasts; that 27 drones
were “locally lost,” likely due to Ukrainian electronic warfare (EW) interference; that one drone crossed
into Belarusian airspace; and that two drones remained in Ukrainian airspace 0900 local
time.[62] Dnipropetrovsk Oblast Head Serhii Lysak reported that a Russian missile strike damaged
railway infrastructure and injured eight civilians in Dniprovskyi Raion, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast during
the day on November 2.[63] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian force used an Iskander ballistic
missile to strike a train with Ukrainian military equipment in Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, but ISW cannot
verify this claim.[64] Kyiv City Military Administration reported on November 3 that Russian drone
debris in Kyiv damaged a road in the Shevchenkivskyi Raion; fell on an open area in Holosiivskyi Raion
and resulted in a fire; and fell on an open area in Desnyanskyi Raion.[65] Sumy City Mayor Mykola
Noha reported on November 3 that Russian forces struck Shostka, Sumy Oblast with eight drones
targeting civilian infrastructure.[66]

Ukrainian Air Force Spokesperson Colonel Yurii Ihnat explained on November 3 that the Ukraine shoot
down rate of Shahed drones has not decreased and that over the past two months (September and
October 2024) Russian forces have been using drones of “unidentified type.” Thnat stated that these
unidentified drones are inexpensive imitations of Shahed drones instead of real ones. Thnat stated that
half of these imitation drones become  designated as locally “lost.”[67]

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky stated on November 3 that Russia launched 9oo bombs, 30
missiles, and nearly 500 Shaheds drones over the past week with most of these targeting Ukrainian
civilian infrastructure.[68] Zelensky noted on November 2 that Russian forces launched more than
2,000 Shahed drones in October and that these drones have more than 170,000 components from
China, the US, and Europe and advocated for more stringent monitoring of sanctions compliance and
Russian imports.[69]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

Ukrainian Navy Spokesperson Captain Third Rank Dmytro Pletenchuk reported on November 2 that
the Russian naval infantry units cannot be considered “elite” due to lack of specialized training for new
recruits and because Ukrainian forces have destroyed the main core of the Russian professional army
since the start of the Russian full-scale invasion.[70] Pletenchuk highlighted that the composition of
Russian naval infantry forces does not significantly differ from other units, implying that formerly elite
naval infantry forces are now operating like other infantry or mechanized infantry units due to lack of
specialized training, as ISW has long assessed.

Russian authorities incentivize foreign nationals to join the Russian war effort in Ukraine by offering
Russian citizenship to foreign recruits. Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD) Spokesperson Iryna
Volk claimed on November 3 that Russian President Vladimir Putin granted Russian citizenship to
3,344 foreign nationals who fought alongside Russian forces in Ukraine since the start of 2024.[71]
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The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) published announced on November 2 that 200 students of the
St. Petersburg Nakhimov Naval School’s Mariupol branch took an oath of allegiance to Russia before
starting their studies.[72] The Russian MoD claimed that students of “over 30 Russian regions”
participated in the oath ceremony, likely including students from occupied Ukrainian territories.

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

Kremlin newswire TASS, citing a source in the Russian defense industry, claimed on November 3 that
Russian specialists are testing a technology that would allow Russian forces to use decommissioned
NATO satellites still in orbit for voice communications when electronic warfare (EW) systems block
ground-based communication capabilities.[73]

A Ukrainian source posted footage on November 2 reportedly showing that Russian forces have started
to use new reconnaissance drones equipped with a camera and artificial intelligence (AI) capabilities
that detect approaching drones and make sharp maneuvers to avoid being struck.[74]

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

ISW is not publishing reporting on activities in Russian-occupied areas today.

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)

Nothing significant to report.

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.
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