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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to see ISW's interactive map of Ukraine's offensive in Kursk Oblast.

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool.

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion
of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces
daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive
monthly.

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 10:30am ET on October 2. ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the October 1 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

Ukraine continues efforts to expand domestic production of significant military
equipment and maintain its drone advantage over Russia. Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky stated on October 1 that Ukrainian companies can currently produce four million drones
annually and that Ukraine has already contracted the domestic production of 1.5 million drones
(presumably in 2024).[1] Russian President Vladimir Putin recently claimed that Russia plans to
increase drone production by tenfold to 1.4 million drones in 2024, which will be lower than the two
million drones that Ukraine aims to produce in 2024.[2] Zelensky also stated that Ukraine can produce
15 "Bohdan" self-propelled artillery systems every month and recently conducted a successful flight test
for an unspecified domestically produced ballistic missile.[]3] Ukrainian Defense Minister Rustem
Umerov stated on October 2 that Ukraine will continue prioritizing domestic production of drones and
long-range missiles, including ballistic missiles.[4] Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal stated on
October 2 that Ukraine has allocated $7 billion for the purchase of weapons and military equipment in
the Ukrainian draft 2025 state budget — a 65 percent increase from the 2024 state budget.[5] Shmyhal
stated that Ukraine increased domestic weapons production by a factor of three in 2023 and by factor
of two in the first eight months of 2024.[6] ISW continues to assess that Ukrainian efforts to expand
domestic military production will allow Ukraine to reduce its dependence on Western military
assistance in the long-term, but that Ukraine still requires considerable Western assistance for the next
several years in order to defend against Russian aggression and liberate strategically vital areas that
Russian forces currently occupy.[7]
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Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov condemned the Israel Defense
Force's (IDF) ground operation in southern Lebanon during a meeting with the Lebanese
ambassador to Russia on October 1.[8] Bogdanov met with Lebanese Ambassador Shawki Bou
Nassar and discussed the military-political situation in the Middle East. Bogdanov expressed "strong
condemnation of Israel's ground invasion of Lebanon and emphasized Russia's opposition to alleged
Israeli political assassinations. Bogdanov highlighted the importance of providing humanitarian
assistance to Lebanon and safely evacuating Russian citizens from Lebanon. Russian Ambassador to
Israel Anatoly Viktorov called for an immediate end to the conflict in the Middle East, and Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov met with ambassadors of unspecified Arab states and called for the
immediate end of military operations in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict area.[9] The Kremlin likely
seeks to take advantage of the conflict in the Middle East to promote Russian-dominated international
structures, including some connected to the Kremlin's effort to establish an alternative "Eurasian
security architecture." Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov stated on October 2 that
Palestinian Authority (PA) President Mahmoud Abbas has accepted Russia's invitation to attend the
BRICS summit in Kazan on October 22—24 and that participants will discuss the situation in the Middle
East.[10] The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) recently condemned Israel’s “political
assassination” of Hezbollah Secretary General Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, Israel's decision to
simultaneously detonate thousands of pagers belonging to Lebanese Hezbollah (LH) members across
Lebanon and Syria, and previous Israeli strikes against Iran.[11]

Latvian forces enhanced air defense near the Russian border following a recent Russian
drone crash in the country. Latvian Defense Minister Andris Spruds announced on October 2 that
the Latvian Air Force deployed mobile combat groups equipped with air defense missiles in Latgale
near the Russian-Latvian border and set up specialized radars along the border to detect drones.[12]
Spruds confirmed that both professional military personnel and members of the Latvian National
Defense Service are actively participating in the air defense operation. This decision comes in response
to the September 7 Russian Shahed-type drone crash in Latvia's Rezekne municipality, close to the
Russian border.[13]

Key Takeaways:

o Ukraine continues efforts to expand domestic production of significant military
equipment and maintain its drone advantage over Russia.

o Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov condemned the Israel Defense
Force's (IDF) ground operation in southern Lebanon during a meeting with the
Lebanese ambassador to Russia on October 1.

o Latvian forces enhanced air defense near the Russian border following a recent
Russian drone crash in the country.

e Russian and Ukrainian forces continued assaults in Kursk Oblast.

o Russian forces recently marginally advanced near Svatove, Siversk, and Vuhledar
and east and southeast of Pokrovsk
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Russian defense enterprises are recruiting tens of thousands of new workers due
to acute personnel shortages amid increased production of weapons due to the war

in Ukraine.

Assessed Control of Terrain in Ukraine
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.

We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
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violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

e Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation
o Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border
with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
e Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

o Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign

e Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

e Russian Technological Adaptations

o Activities in Russian-occupied areas

e Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts

o Russian Information Operations and Narratives

o Significant Activity in Belarus

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

Ukrainian forces continued ground assaults in Glushkovsky Raion on October 2, but did not make any
confirmed gains. A Russian milblogger claimed on October 1 that Ukrainian forces conducted a platoon-
sized mechanized assault and temporarily reached the northern outskirts of Veseloye (south of
Glushkovo) after bypassing Obukhovka (immediately south of Veseloye).[14] The milblogger claimed
that Russian forces destroyed a Ukrainian armored vehicle that reached Veseloye's outskirts and that
Russian forces eventually repelled Ukrainian forces back to their initial positions.[15] Russian sources,
including the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD), claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian
assaults in the direction of Veseloye and near Novy Put (south of Veseloye) and that fighting was
ongoing near Obukhovka on October 2.[16] The Russian MoD also claimed that Russian forces
counterattacked near Novy Put.[17]

Ukrainian forces continued ground attacks in the main Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast on October 2
but did not make any confirmed gains. Russian sources, including the Russian MoD, claimed that
Russian forces repelled Ukrainian assaults east of Korenevo near Olgovka, north of Sudzha near
Cherkasskoye Porechnoye, and southeast of Sudzha near Plekhovo.[18]
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Ukrainian Incursion into Kursk Oblast

as of October 2, 2024, 9:30 AM ET
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Russian forces continued ground assaults in the main Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast on October 2
but did not make any confirmed gains. A Russian milblogger claimed on October 2 that Russian forces
recaptured Novosyolovka (north of Sudzha), although ISW has not observed recent Russian claims that
Ukrainian forces were operating in the settlement.[19] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian
forces advanced near Plekhovo, but that Ukrainian forces still control the settlement.[20] Russian
sources, including the Russian MoD, claimed that Russian forces attacked southeast of Korenevo near
Lyubimovka and Nikolayevo-Darino, north of Sudzha near Novosyolovka, and southeast of Sudzha near
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Plekhovo.[21] Elements of the Russian 155th Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet, Eastern Military
District [EMD]) are reportedly operating near Apanasovka (southwest of Korenevo), and elements of
the 56th Airborne (VDV) Regiment (7th VDV Division) are reportedly operating in Kursk Oblast.[22]

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach
to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

Russian forces continued offensive operations north and northeast of Kharkiv City on October 2, but
there were no confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian milbloggers claimed that elements of the
Russian 41st Motorized Rifle Regiment (72nd Motorized Rifle Division, 44th Army Corps [AC],
Leningrad Military District [LMD]) seized Starytsya (northeast of Kharkiv City and southwest of
Vovchansk) and that Russian forces seized part of a forest north of Zelene (northeast of Kharkiv City
and Lyptsi), although ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these claims.[23] Russian forces
conducted ground assaults near Starytsya and north of Kharkiv City within Vovchansk (northeast of
Kharkiv City) on October 1 and 2.[24] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces struck
Vovchansk with an ODAB-9000 thermobaric glide bomb on October 2, but Kharkiv Group of Forces
Spokesperson Colonel Vitaly Sarantsev rejected this claim and stated that Russian forces used a smaller
glide bomb during the strike.[25]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — LLuhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)
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Russian forces recently advanced southwest of Svatove amid continued offensive operations along the
Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October 2. Geolocated footage published on October 2 indicates
that Russian forces recently advanced northwest of Novovodyane (southwest of Svatove).[26] Russian
Defense Minister Andrei Belousov claimed on October 2 that elements of the 3rd Motorized Rifle
Division (20th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Moscow Military District [MMD]) recently seized
Makiivka and are currently advancing in the direction of Rubtsi (west of Makiivka and east of
Oskil).[27] ISW has not observed confirmation that Russian forces have seized Makiivka, however.
Russian forces continued offensive operations northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka; southwest of
Kupyansk near Novoosynove, Kurelivka, Stepova Novoselivka, Vyshneve, Kolisnykivka, Hlushkivka,
and Kruhlyakivka; west of Svatove near Andriivka; northwest of Kreminna near Hrekivka, Novosadove,
Makiivka, and Nevske; west of Kreminna near Torske; and south of Kreminna in the Serebryanske
forest areaon October 1 and 2.[28]
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# Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Russian forces recently marginally advanced southeast of Siversk amid continued Russian offensive
operations in the area on October 2. Geolocated footage published on October 1 indicates that Russian
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forces recently marginally advanced north of Spirne (southeast of Siversk).[29] Russian sources
claimed on October 2 that Russian forces seized Verkhnokamyanske (east of Siversk), but ISW has not
observed confirmation of these claims.[30] Elements of the Russian 2nd Artillery Brigade (3rd
Combined Arms Army [CAA], formerly 2nd Luhansk People's Republic [LNR] Army Corps [AC]).[31]

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Chasiv Yar on October 2, but there were no
confirmed changes to the frontline in this area. Russian forces continued assaults near Chasiv Yar itself,
north of Chasiv Yar near Hryhorivka and in the direction of Mayske and Markove; east of Chasiv Yar
near Ivanivske; southeast of Chasiv Yar near Andriivka and Klishchiivka; and south of Chasiv Yar near
Bila Hora and in the direction of Stupochky on October 1 and 2.[32] Elements of the Russian 98th
Airborne (VDV) Division reportedly continue to operate near Chasiv Yar.[33]
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Assessed Control of Terrain near Chasiv Yar
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# Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks against but do not
control.

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Toretsk on October 2, but there were no confirmed
changes to the frontline in this area. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced 200
meters within central Toretsk and are trying to encircle Ukrainian forces in Toretsk, although ISW has
not observed visual confirmation of this claimed advance.[34] Russian forces continued assaults near
Toretsk itself and south of Toretsk near Nelipivka and southwest of Toretsk in the direction of

Shcherbynivka on October 1 and 2.[35]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.

Russian forces recently marginally advanced east and southeast of Pokrovsk amid continued offensive
operations on October 2. Geolocated footage published on September 30 and October 2 indicates that
Russian forces recently marginally advanced east of Hrodivka (east of Pokrovsk) and south of
Tsukuryne (southeast of Pokrovsk).[36] A Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger claimed that Russian
forces conducted a mechanized assault of an unspecified size along the M-30 highway from Marynivka
in the direction of Selydove (southeast of Pokrovsk) and that Russian forces are advancing near the

Selydove City Hospital in southern Selydove.[37] The milblogger also claimed that Russian forces
12 Institute for the Study of War and AEl’s Critical Threats Project 2024
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advanced west of Novotoretske (east of Pokrovsk) and have likely seized the fields west of Nevelske
(southeast of Pokrovsk and Selydove).[38] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced
further southeast of Pokrovsk near Tsukuryne, although another milblogger claimed that Russian
forces are struggling to advance further in the area due to pervasive Ukrainian drone strikes and
reconnaissance.[39] Russian forces continued assaults east of Pokrovsk near Vozdvyzhenka,
Novotoretske, Yelizavetivka, Myrolyubivka, Mykolaivka, Krasnyi Yar, Krutyi Yar, and Lysivka and
southeast of Pokrovsk near Novohrodivka, Selydove, Ukrainsk, Tsukuryne, Hirnyk, and Nevelske.[40]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks against but do not
control.

Russian forces continued offensive operations west of Donetsk City near Heorhiivka and Kurakhove on
October 1 and 2, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline in the area.[41] A Russian
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milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced within Maksymilyanivka, although ISW has not
observed visual confirmation of this claim.[42]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.

Official Ukrainian military sources acknowledged that Russian forces have seized Vuhledar (southwest
of Donetsk City) amid further Russian advances northwest of Vuhledar on October 2. Ukraine's
Khortytsia Group of Forces reported on October 2 that Russian forces suffered significant losses during
their efforts to seize Vuhledar and that the Ukrainian high command gave Ukrainian forces permission
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to withdraw from Vuhledar to preserve personnel and combat equipment.[43] Geolocated footage
published on October 1 indicates that Russian forces recently marginally advanced along the Pavlivka-
Bohoyavlenka road northwest of Vuhledar.[44] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces
advanced 400 meters in depth and entered a forest area south of Katerynivka (northeast of Vuhledar)
and are advancing from Vodyane in the direction of Bohoyavlenka (north of Vuhledar).[45] ISW has
not observed confirmation of these claims, however. Russian forces continued assaults northeast of
Vuhledar near Kostyantynivka and Katerynivka and near Bohoyavlenka on October 1 and 2.[46]
Elements of the Russian 36th Motorized Rifle Brigade (29th CAA, Eastern Military District [EMD]) and
the 95th Rifle Regiment (reportedly staffed by mobilized personnel from occupied Donetsk Oblast) are
reportedly operating near Vuhledar.[47]

Russian and Ukrainian sources did not report any fighting in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border
area on October 2. A Russian milblogger claimed on October 2 that Russian forces are consolidating
their positions near Staromayorske (south of Velyka Novosilka) in preparation for future assaults in the
Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area.[48] Elements of the Russian 37th Motorized Rifle Brigade
(36th CAA, EMD) and 14th Spetsnaz Brigade (Main Directorate of the General Staff of the Russian
Armed Forces [GRU]) are reportedly operating near Novodonetske (southeast of Velyka
Novosilka).[49]

Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Positional fighting continued in western Zaporizhia Oblast near Novodanylivka (north of Robotyne),
Mali Shcherbaky, and Kamyanske (both northwest of Robotyne) on October 1 and 2, but there were no
changes to the frontline.[50] Elements of the Russian 503rd Motorized Rifle Regiment (19th Motorized
Rifle Division, 58th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) reportedly
continue operating in the Orikhiv direction.[51]

15 Institute for the Study of War and AEl’s Critical Threats Project 2024



Assessed Control of Terrain

Around Zaporizhia as of
October 2, 2024, 9:30 AM ET

= Dnipropetrovsk * STUDYIOF WAR
= : Oblast 7 Ao

Land emerging in the Kakhovka | | a‘CRlT'CAL

7l Reservoir due to flooding THREATS\

.7 | downriver as of April 15, 2024. i

. . THE DR. JACK LONDON

. ) 2 '- ~ ... GEOSPATIALFUND
i Yy 7 Zaporlzhzhla E
Hryhorivka P - ‘Oblast Novopil N
Y .
= Sheherbaky ! S AR
. i N
~ L]
\_ : ' Levadne _

~ i \ AL Sl

- e
) PoltavKa -

Hulyaipole Chervone # .
R 4 Ex .
Al D e - _ =
_fE2 — iS_Mhyr[m\zrka
o 522 Martopil

Novoselivka

Mﬂp b Georq arros, Karerx,ma Stepanenkn Noel Mlkkelqen Daniel Meahe L T ¢
MII\\{I\{:\[\I\BE[ r, Tom Thacker, Cameron Hayes,.and Harrison Hurwitz 2 8 E (o
§§ é2 24\ tute for*the Study of War and AEI's Critical Threats Project o - :

O Significant Fighting in the past = Assessed Russian-controlled S Reported Ukrainian Partisan

24 Hours Ukrainian Territory Warfare

= Russian-controlled Ukrainian - - Claimed Ukrainian — Emerging land in the Kakhovka
Territory before February 24 ~ = Counteroffensives “ " Reservoir

- - Assessed Russian Advancesin =~ - - Claimed Russian Control over ~ —— Russian Field Fortifications

*=! Ukraine* = = Ukrainian Territory

* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks against
but do not control.

The Ukrainian General Staff reported on October 2 that Russian forces did not conduct any offensive
operations in the Kherson direction.[52]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Note: The Ukrainian counteroffensive layer displays areas previously assigned to the Russian control,
Russian advances, or Russian claims layers where ISW now assesses that Ukrainian forces have
established a presence beyond a short-term raid. Inclusion of an area on this layer does not imply that
ISW assesses that the area is part of any upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operation.

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces conducted drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of October 1 to 2. The Ukrainian
Air Force reported that Russian forces launched 32 Shahed-136/131 drones from Primorsko-Akhtarsk,
Krasnodar Krai and Kursk Oblast.[53] The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Ukrainian forces downed
11 Shahed drones over Kirovohrad, Odesa, and Sumy oblasts; that four drones returned to Russian air
space; and that Ukrainian electronic warfare (EW) interference caused 10 additional Shahed drones to
miss their targets and fall over northern and central Ukraine. Kharkiv Oblast Military Administration
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Head Oleh Synehubov reported that Russian forces also struck Kharkiv City, Derhachy, and Cherkaska
Lozova with KAB glide bombs on the morning of October 2.[54] Derhachy City Military Administration
Head Vyacheslav Zadorenko stated that Russian forces struck Derhachy with two KAB glide bombs and
Kharkiv City Mayor Thor Terekhov stated that Russian bombs damaged a garage cooperative, several
cars, and residential buildings in Kharkiv City.[55] Odesa Oblast Military Administration Head Oleh
Kiper reported that Russian drones also struck port infrastructure in Izmail Raion.[56]

Ukraine's State Border Guard Service reported on October 2 that Ukrainian authorities temporarily
closed the Orlivka ferry crossing between Ukraine and Romania due to Russian strikes.[57] Ukraine's
State Border Guard Service reported that Russian forces struck the checkpoint and port infrastructure
in Reni Raion, Odesa Oblast. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces stuck the ferry crossing
with loitering munitions.[58]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

Russian defense enterprises are recruiting tens of thousands of new workers due to acute personnel
shortages amid increased production of weapons due to the war in Ukraine. BBC reported on October
1 that, according to its investigation, the war in Ukraine has depleted the Russian labor market while
increasing Russia's demand for weapons and military equipment.[59] The investigation found that
Russia had published thousands of job postings for shift workers at defense companies, attracting
workers at triple pay, hiring young people, and offering rewards for referrals. According to BBC, more
than 90,000 vacancies appeared on the Russian employment portals from August 15 to September 15,
2024, alone. Russian defense enterprises are particularly facing shortages of engineers, turners (who
produce components), and operators of numerical control machine tools. The shortage of personnel for
defense facilities corresponds to the general shortage of labor and continued demographic issues in
Russia.[60]

A Russian milblogger argued on October 2 that it would be more effective for Russian forces to saturate
the frontline with more drone operators than with infantry en masse.[61] The milblogger argued that
increasing the number of drone operators and modernizing control systems and military technology
would decrease Russian reliance on attritional ground assaults that achieve marginal battlefield gains
at the expense of high personnel losses. The milblogger emphasized that Russian forces still require
new infantry personnel for three key reasons: Ukrainian technological advantages, urban combat, and
regular personnel rotations. Russian forces have widely relied on infantry-led "meat" assaults to make
relatively small advances at the expense of high casualties for much of the war in Ukraine, and recent
reports of Russian drone specialists dying after the military command disbanded their specialist drone
unit and reassigning the operators to infantry assaults has sparked anger among Russian
ultranationalists.[62]
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Russian occupation authorities in Kherson Oblast claimed that occupied Kherson Oblast is
participating in Russia's Fall 2024 conscription cycle. Kherson Oblast occupation administration head
Vladimir Saldo announced on October 1 that Kherson Oblast occupation authorities are conscripting
residents of occupied Kherson Oblast for the first time in the Fall 2024 conscription cycle, which started
on October 1 and ends on December 31, 2024.[63] Ukrainian Kherson Oblast Council Deputy
Chairperson Yuriy Sobolevskyi responded to Saldo’s claim by noting that Ukrainian authorities have
not yet observed Russian occupation authorities conduct mass preparations for conscription.[64]

Russian authorities continue to intensify recruitment efforts among Russians accused of committing
crimes likely to avoid further mobilization. Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a bill on October
2 that allows Russian authorities to drop criminal charges against defendants who are mobilized or sign
military service contracts.[65]

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on October 2 that Russian peacekeepers from the
Russian 201st Military Base in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, along with elements of the Kazakh National Guard
and Kyrgyz and Tajik police forces repelled a mock attack on a border checkpoint as a part of the
“Indestructible Brotherhood-2024" CSTO exercises in Almaty, Kazakhstan.[66] The Russian MoD
stated that the exercise included drone reconnaissance operations and that the joint group encircled
and detained the mock enemy personnel, possibly drawing from Russian combat experience during the
war in Ukraine.

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

Nothing significant to report.

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense
industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and
international partners)

ISW is suspending publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts until further notice.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

ISW is not publishing reporting on activities in Russian-occupied areas today.

Russian Information Operations and Narratives

Senior Russian officials continue to set conditions to justify possible future aggression against the Baltic
states. Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Alexander Grushko gave an interview to Russian state-
sponsored media outlet Baltnews that was published on September 30 that portrays Latvia, Lithuania,
and Estonia as enemies of Russia that have chosen "confrontation" over peace and are supporters of
Nazis and neo-Nazism.[67] Grushko claimed that the Baltic states gave up their sovereignty to bolster
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NATO even though NATO would use these states as the main defensive barrier in a future confrontation
with Russia. Kremlin officials have previously used similar accusations of supporting Nazism to justify
the invasion of Ukraine, and Grushko's narrative is also likely aimed at scaring Baltic states from
supporting  policies that are contrary to Russia's interests in  Europe.[68]

Russia continues efforts to codify state ideological values and is using these values to distinguish itself
from Western countries. Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Consular Department Head Alexei
Klimov stated that Russia may expand a list of countries whose citizens can move to Russia under
simplified procedures for those individuals who reject “destructive neoliberal values” in their home
countries.[69] Russian President Vladimir Putin instructed the Russian MFA on August 19 to create
this list, which Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin approved on September 20, and the list includes 47
states that the Kremlin claims have "destructive" attitudes that clash with Russian "spiritual and moral"
values.[70] The original list notably includes countries that have largely supported Ukraine since the
start of the full-scale invasion, and Klimov did not offer an explanation as to which additional countries
would be added to the list.[71]

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)

Belarus and Russia continue to increase industrial and defense cooperation to offset the effects of
Western sanctions against Russia. Chelyabinsk Oblast First Deputy Head Ivan Kutsevlyak stated in
Minsk on October 1 that Chelyabinsk's Magnitogorsk Iron and Steel Works is working to provide
components for Russian Ural and MAZ trucks as well as other automotive components and that
Chelyabinsk Oblast seeks to deepen industrial cooperation with Belarusian entities.[72]

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.
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