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Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:30pm ET on October 26. ISW will cover 

subsequent reports in the October 27 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.  

Bloomberg reported on October 25, citing South Korean intelligence documents, that a 

second group of North Korean soldiers will soon deploy to Russia. Bloomberg reported 

that it viewed South Korean intelligence documents from an unspecified date that assessed that the 

first group of 1,500 North Korean "elite special forces" had arrived in Vladivostok, Primorsky Krai 

between October 8 and 13 and that this first group was part of a planned deployment of roughly 

10,000 North Korean soldiers in total.[1] Bloomberg also reported that the documents assessed that 

North Korea has sent roughly 8 million rounds of 122mm and 152mm shells to Russia since August 

2023, roughly 100 KN-23 Hwasong-11 ballistic missiles, and an unspecified number of Bulsae-4 

anti-tank weapons. Bloomberg, citing two people familiar with the matter, stated that South 

Korean officials will share South Korea's assessments about North Korean-Russian cooperation with 

NATO officials at an October 28 NATO meeting. The New York Times (NYT), citing one 

unnamed Ukrainian official and two unnamed US officials, reported on October 25 that "several 

thousand" North Korean soldiers arrived at Kursk Oblast to participate in an upcoming Russian 

counteroffensive operation to push Ukrainian forces from their salient in Kursk Oblast.[2] The 

officials stated that North Korean forces have not engaged in combat operations yet and that the 

North Korean forces' task in Kursk oblast is unclear. The officials noted that a significant contingent 

of North Korean forces would help the Russian military to avoid pulling additional forces from 

eastern Ukraine to participate in counteroffensive operations in Kursk Oblast. A senior Ukrainian 

official told the NYT that a maximum number of 5,000 elite North Korean troops had likely arrived 

in Russia by October 21.[3] The participation of North Korean troops 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/83a2f24901c941d581c0c523ecd2619b
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in combat operations in Kursk Oblast or frontline areas in Ukraine would make North Korea an active 

combatant and belligerent in Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 

German arms manufacturer Rheinmetall announced preparations to open additional 

defense industrial plants in Ukraine. Rheinmetall CEO Armin Papperger announced on October 

26 that Rheinmetall already opened one plant in Ukraine that serves as a maintenance and production 

facility for infantry fighting vehicles and main battle tanks and is on track to build a powder factory and 

a munitions manufacturing plant in Ukraine.[4] Papperger added that Rheinmetall expects to begin the 

production of the Lynx infantry fighting vehicles at the recently operational plant in Ukraine by the end 

of 2024. Rheinmetall also reportedly plans to open a joint production facility for air defense systems in 

Ukraine. Rheinmetall announced in March 2024 that it plans to open at least four weapons 

manufacturing plants in Ukraine.[5] 

 

 

Key Takeaways: 

• Bloomberg reported on October 25, citing South Korean intelligence documents, 

that a second group of North Korean soldiers will soon deploy to Russia. 

• German arms manufacturer Rheinmetall announced preparations to open 

additional defense industrial plants in Ukraine. 

• Russian forces recently advanced in Glushkovsky Raion, Kursk Oblast and near 

Pokrovsk and Vuhledar.  

• Russian military command is reportedly continuing to commit military specialists 

to assault operations and incurring unnecessary losses, likely in an effort to 

centralize control over Russian forces and maintain the tempo of Russian offensive 

operations throughout the theater. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-

covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 

humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

• Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCOT October 26%2C 2024.png
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• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border 

with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Russian Technological Adaptations 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

 

 

Russian President Vladimir Putin continued to double down on his likely exaggerated claims about 

Russian progress in Kursk Oblast amid continued Ukrainian offensive operations and in the context of 

the likely imminent deployment of North Korean troops to combat in this area. Putin told Kremlin 

journalist Pavel Zarubin on October 25 that two weeks ago (likely the week of October 6 through 13) 

elements of the Russian 155th Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet, Eastern Military District [EMD]) 

broke through Ukrainian defenses around 10 kilometers from the Russian-Ukrainian international 

border and advanced to unspecified positions near the border.[6] Putin claimed that elements of the 

Russian 810th Naval Infantry Brigade (Black Sea Fleet [BSF], Southern Military District [SMD]), 51st 

and 137th airborne (VDV) regiments (both part of the 106th VDV Division), 56th VDV Regiment (7th 

VDV Division), and 83rd Separate VDV Brigade participated in these operations. Putin once again 

claimed that Russian forces have encircled 2,000 Ukrainian forces in an area of about six kilometers by 

15 kilometers. Putin also claimed that Russian forces guarantee the safety of Ukrainian prisoners of war 

(POW), although a spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Kursk direction reported that 

Russian commanders issued an order to not take Ukrainian POWs, and presumably instead to kill any 

Ukrainian servicemembers who surrender or are captured by Russian forces.[7] Ukrainian 

Commander-in-Chief Colonel General Oleksandr Syrskyi notably refuted Putin‘s earlier claims of 

Russian forces encircling Ukrainian forces in Kursk Oblast on October 25.[8] Putin’s interview with 

Zarubin was broadcasted on Russian state television and is likely part of the Kremlin’s ongoing effort 

to explain away Russia’s inability to decisively repel the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast after 

nearly three months and ahead of the reported imminent arrival of North Korean troops to Kursk 

Oblast. Putin may also be setting informational conditions to give Russian forces credit for any progress 

North Korean troops make in regaining control of Russian territory in Kursk. 
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Ukrainian forces recently launched a likely reinforced platoon-sized mechanized assault on Russian 

positions in Glushkovsky Raion west of the main Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast. Geolocated footage 

published on October 26 show that Ukrainian forces conducted a likely reinforced platoon-sized 

mechanized assault east of Novy Put (southwest of Glushkovo), and the footage indicates that Russian 

forces likely regained positions east of Novy Put at an earlier date and that Ukrainian forces likely 

maintain positions southeast of Novy Put along the Russian-Ukrainian international border.[9] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/UAF Kursk Incursion October 26%2C 2024.png
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Elements of the Russian 106th VDV Division are reportedly operating near Novy Put.[10] 

Ukrainian and Russian forces continued to fight in Ukraine’s main salient in Kursk Oblast on October 

26, but the frontline did not change. Russian sources, including the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD), 

claimed that fighting continued southeast of Korenevo near Novoivanovka, Lyubimovka, and Zeleny 

Shlyakh; north of Sudzha near Kamyshovka; northwest of Sudzha near Pogrebki and Malaya Loknya; 

and south of Sudzha near Plekhovo on October 25 and 26.[11] Russian milbloggers claimed that 

Ukrainian forces continued to operate in Darino (southeast of Korenevo).[12] Elements of the 137th 

VDV Regiment (106th VDV Division) continued to operate near Lyubimovka and Zeleny Shlyakh.[13] 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push 

Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach 

to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)  

Russian forces continued offensive operations in northern Kharkiv Oblast on October 26 but did not 

make any confirmed advances. Russian forces continued attacking near Vovchansk (northeast of 

Kharkiv City) and Starytsya (southwest of Vovchansk) on October 25 and 26.[14] Ukraine's Kharkiv 

Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Yevhenii Romanov stated that Ukrainian forces are preventing 

Russian forces from advancing toward Kharkiv City through Lyptsi (north of Kharkiv City) but that 

Russian forces have significantly destroyed most buildings in Lyptsi, leaving no habitable buildings in 

the settlement.[15] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

northern Donetsk Oblast) 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv Battle Map Draft October 26%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces continued offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October 

26 but did not make any confirmed advances. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces 

advanced south of Kupyansk near Kolisnykivka and Kruhlyakivka; southeast of Kupyansk near 

Vyshneve; and northwest of Kreminna near Terny, although ISW has not observed visual evidence of 

these claims.[16] Russian forces continued attacking northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka; north of 

Kupyansk near Holubivka and Kindrashivka; south of Kupyansk near Kruhlyakivka; southeast of 

Kupyansk near Stepova Novoselivka and Vyshneve; west of Svatove near Pershotravneve; northwest of 

Kreminna near Terny, Hrekivka, Nevske, and Makiivka; west of Kreminna near Torske; south of 

Kreminna near Hryhorivka; and southwest of Kreminna near Serebryanka and the Serebryanske forest 

area on October 25 and 26.[17] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in northeast of Siversk near Bilohorivka and southeast 

of Siversk near Ivano-Daryivka and Vyimka on October 25 and 26, but there were no confirmed changes 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Map Draft October 26%2C 2024.png
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to the frontline in this area.[18] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets stated on October 

26 that elements of the Russian 6th, 7th, and 123th motorized rifle brigades (3rd Combined Arms Army 

[CAA], formerly 2nd Luhansk People's Republic Army Corps [LNR AC], Southern Military District 

[SMD]) and reserves of the 1102nd Motorized Rifle Regiment (3rd CAA) are unsuccessfully attacking 

near Bilohorivka, Ivano-Daryivka, and Vyimka and east of Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske.[19] 

Mashovets stated that elements of the Russian 85th and 88th motorized rifle brigades (3rd CAA) are 

attacking south of Siversk along the railway line in the direction of Pereizne and towards Fedorivka. 

Mashovets stated that Russian forces have two regiments (possibly one airborne [VDV] regiment and 

one motorized rifle regiment) from the Russian “mobilization reserve” and two reserve battalions of the 

3rd CAA in their operational reserve in the Siversk direction.[20] Mashovets stated that Russian forces 

have no tanks and roughly three dozen armored vehicles in reserve in this direction. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Chasiv Yar on October 25 and 26, but there were no 

confirmed changes to the frontline.[21] Mashovets stated that elements of the Russian 98th VDV 

Division and 200th Motorized Rifle Brigade (14th AC, Leningrad Military District [LMD]) recently 

marginally advanced across the Siverskyi-Donets Donbas Canal south of Hryhorivka (north of Chasiv 

Yar) and that elements of the Russian Volunteer Corps and the 2nd "Veterany" Assault Brigade 

(Russian Volunteer Corps and reportedly subordinated to Redut private military company [PMC]) 

recently advanced near Kalynivka (north of Chasiv Yar) and seized part of the Zhovtnevyi Microraion 

(eastern Chasiv Yar).[22] Mashovets stated that elements of the Russian 6th Motorized Rifle Division 

(3rd AC) recently unsuccessfully attacked southeast of Chasiv Yar near Ivanivske and 

Kurdyumivka.[23] Mashovets stated that Russian forces have up to three regiments, including one VDV 

regiment of the 98th VDV Division and two motorized rifle regiments currently in Rostov Oblast, and 

up to three battalions of the 3rd AC in their operational reserve in the Kramatorsk direction.[24] 

Mashovets estimated that Russian forces currently have six to eight tanks and 85-88 armored vehicles 

in reserve in this direction. 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations near Toretsk itself and southwest of Toretsk in the 

direction of Shcherbynivka on October 25 and 26, but there were no confirmed changes to the 

frontline.[25] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Chasiv Yar Battle Map Draft October 26%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces recently marginally advanced east and southeast of Pokrovsk amid continued offensive 

operations in the area on October 26. Geolocated footage published on October 25 and 26 indicates that 

Russian forces recently advanced into the eastern outskirts of Novotoretske (east of Pokrovsk), west of 

Novohrodivka (southeast of Pokrovsk), into the Korotchenko mine waste heap northeast of Selydove 

(southeast of Pokrovsk), and into northern Oleksandropil (southeast of Pokrovsk).[26] Russian 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Toretsk Battle Map Draft October 26%2C 2024.png
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milbloggers claimed that elements of the Russian 71st Separate Spetsnaz Brigade raised a flag over the 

waste heap northeast of Selydove and that Russian forces advanced one kilometer within Seldyove.[27] 

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that elements of the Russian 110th Motorized Rifle 

Brigade (51st CAA, formerly 1st Donetsk People's Republic [DNR] AC, SMD) seized Oleksandropil, and 

Russian milbloggers claimed that elements of the Russian 114th Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st CAA) 

seized Hirnyk (southeast of Selydove) and advanced to Mine No. 42 southwest of Hirnyk.[28] Russian 

milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced to the train station in southern Vyshneve (southwest 

of Selydove), west of Tsukuryne (southeast of Selydove), and further northeast of Novodmytrivka 

(south of Selydove).[29] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces operating east of Pokrovsk 

advanced north of Hrodivka and west of Krasnyi Yar.[30] Russian forces continued assaults east of 

Pokrovsk near Vozdvyzhenka, Myrolyubivka, Promin, and Krutyi Yar and southeast of Pokrovsk near 

Lyskivka, Mykolaivka, Selydove, Novoselydivka, Novodmytrivka, Izmailivka, and Stepanivka on 

October 25 and 26.[31] Elements of the Russian 74th Motorized Rifle Brigade (41st CAA, Central 

Military District [CMD]) are reportedly operating near Novotoretske (east of Pokrovsk), and elements 

of the Russian "Borz" and "Storm" assault battalions are reportedly operating southeast of Pokrovsk 

near Zoryane.[32] 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations east of Kurakhove near Hostre, and Dalne on October 25 

and 26, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline.[33] Artillerymen of the Russian 102nd 

Motorized Rifle Regiment (150th Motorized Rifle Division, 8th CAA, SMD) and the 291st Artillery 

Brigade (58th CAA, SMD) are reportedly operating near Kurakhove.[34] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/East of Pokrovsk Battle Map Draft October 26%2C 2024.png


Russian forces recently advanced southeast of Donetsk City near Vuhledar amid continued offensive 

operations in the area on October 26. Geolocated footage published on October 26 indicates that 

Russian forces advanced west of Pobieda (southwest of Donetsk City).[35] Geolocated footage 

published on October 26 showing a Russian reinforced platoon-sized assault and another Russian 

reduced company-sized assault indicates that Russian forces recently advanced north of Zolota Nyva 
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and north and northwest of Prechystivka (both west of Vuhledar).[36] Russian milbloggers claimed 

that Russian forces advanced in southern and western Bohoyavlenka (north of Vuhledar), reached the 

outskirts of Novoukrainka (northwest of Vuhledar), and gained a foothold in the southeastern outskirts 

of Shakhtarske (northwest of Vuhledar), although ISW has not observed visual evidence of these 

claims.[37] Russian forces continued attacking southwest of Donetsk City and northeast of Vuhledar 

near Antonivka, Yelyzavetivka, and Katerynivka  and north of Vuhledar near Bohoyavlenka on October 

25 and 26.[38] Elements of the Russian 14th Spetsnaz Brigade (Special Forces of the Main Directorate 

of the General Staff of the Russian Armed Forces [GRU]) are reportedly operating near Bohoyavlenka; 

and elements of the Russian 40th Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet, Eastern Military District [EMD] 

operating in the Zolota Nyva-Prechystivka area.[39] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vremivka - Marinka Direction Battle Map Draft October 26%2C 2024.png
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Neither Russian nor Ukrainian sources reported on Russian activity in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast 

border area on October 26. 

Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 

positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Russian forces reportedly attacked north of Robotyne in the direction of Novodanylivka on October 

26.[40] New recruits of the 1430th Motorized Rifle Regiment (58th Combined Arms Army [CAA], 

Southern Military District [SMD]) are reportedly training in the Zaporizhia direction; and drone 

operators of the 150th Separate Anti-Tank Artillery Battalion (42nd Motorized Rifle Division, 58th 

CAA) are reportedly operating in the Zaporizhia direction.[41] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft October 26%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces continued attacking in east (left) bank Kherson Oblast on October 25 and 26 but did not 

make any confirmed advances.[42] A milblogger affiliated with the Russian Air Force claimed that an 

unspecified Russian military helicopter crashed in the Kerch Strait near occupied Crimea.[43] 

 
 

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military 

and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline) 

Russian forces launched another missile and drone strike targeting Ukrainian rear areas overnight on 

October 25 and 26, resulting in the destruction of civilian infrastructure. The Ukrainian Air Force 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft October 26%2C 2024.png
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reported that Russian forces launched three Iskander-M/KN-23 ballistic missiles from occupied 

Crimea, two Kh-59 cruise missiles from Bryansk Oblast, two missiles of an unknown type from Belgorod 

Oblast, and 91 Shahed-type and other unidentified strike drones from Kursk and Oryol oblasts.[44] The 

Ukrainian Air Force reported that Ukrainian forces reportedly shot down 44 drones as of 1200 local 

time over Kirovohrad, Sumy, Chernihiv, Kyiv, Cherkasy, Vinnytsia, Zhytomyr, Khmelnytskyi, and 

Kursk oblasts; that 44 Russian drones became ”locally lost;” that one drone flew into Belarusian 

airspace; and that one drone remained in the Ukrainian airspace as of 1200 local time. The Ukrainian 

Air Force reported that Russian forces struck civilian infrastructure in Sumy Oblast and Dnipro City, 

resulting in civilian casualties. Dnipropetrovsk Oblast and Ukrainian state officials reported that 

Russian strikes against Dnipro City destroyed a two-floor residential building and killed four civilians 

and damaged the Mechnikov Hospital (one of the largest Ukrainian medical facilities) and other civilian 

infrastructure.[45] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces targeted the Mechnikov Hospital 

with Iskander-M missiles but missed, possibly due to the Ukrainian use of electronic warfare (EW) 

systems.[46] Ukrainian regional officials also reported that Russian Shahed drones struck residential 

buildings and a hotel in Starokostiantyniv, Khmelnytskyi Oblast, and a high-rise apartment building in 

Solomyanskyi Raion, Kyiv City.[47] 

 

 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 

power without conducting general mobilization) 

The Russian military command is reportedly continuing to commit military specialists to assault 

operations and incurring unnecessary losses, likely in an effort to centralize control over Russian forces 

and maintain the tempo of Russian offensive operations throughout the theater. A former Russian 

Storm Z instructor and milblogger claimed on October 26 that he received a message from the frontlines 

that the Russian military command is transferring a group of experienced Russian drone operators to 

infantry units in an unspecified direction.[48] The milblogger accused the Russian military command 

of failing to effectively use drone specialists and hindering the Russian military from achieving parity 

with or even superiority over Ukrainian drone operations. ISW previously assessed that the Russian 

military command has been indiscriminately committing specialists to grinding assault operations, 

partly in support of Russia’s ongoing force centralization efforts and in an attempt to maintain the 

offensive tempo in eastern Ukraine.[49] 

 

 

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological 

innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)  

Nothing significant to report. 

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 

control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 

sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

ISW is not publishing reporting on activities in Russian-occupied areas today. 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 

Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 

Group activity in Belarus) 
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Nothing significant to report. 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 

available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 

reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 

geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 

in the endnotes of each update. 
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