I S V ~ Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment

» INSTITUTE FOR THE

Christina Harward, Angelica Evans, Davit Gasparyan, Nicole Wolkov, Karolina Hird,
William Runkel, and Fredrick W. Kagan

October 28, 2024, 4:30pm ET

NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte announced that South Korean intelligence officials
shared evidence with NATO officials on October 28 that North Korean units are
operating in Kursk Oblast.[1] Rutte stated that senior representatives from South Korea's National
Intelligence Service and Ministry of National Defense and other Western allies shared intelligence
assessments during a meeting on the morning of October 28 about North Korea's growing involvement
in Russia's invasion of Ukraine. Rutte stated that the deployment of North Korean forces represented a
significant escalation in North Korea's involvement in Russia's invasion of Ukraine, a breach of United
National Security Council (UNSC) resolutions, and a “dangerous expansion” of Russia's invasion of
Ukraine. Rutte, on behalf of NATO, called for Russia and North Korea to immediately cease these
actions and stated that he will meet with South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and Ukrainian Defense
Minister Rustem Umerov later on October 28. Ukraine’s Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR)
reported on October 27 that Russian forces are transferring North Korean military personnel along the
E38 Kursk-Voronezh highway in vehicles with civilian license plates.[2] Ukraine's Pivnich (Northern)
Operational Command Spokesperson Vadym Mysnyk stated on October 28 that Ukrainian forces have
not engaged North Korean forces in combat or taken North Korean forces as prisoners of war (POWs),
although Ukrainian intelligence has information indicating that North Korean forces have been
transferred to Kursk Oblast.[3] ISW previously noted that the involvement of North Korean troops in
combat operations in Kursk Oblast or frontline areas in Ukraine would make North Korea an active
combatant and belligerent in Russia's invasion of Ukraine.[4]

Ukrainian forces conducted another series of drone strikes against Russian distilleries
on the night of October 27 to 28, reportedly to reduce Russian aviation capabilities.
Voronezh Oblast Governor Aleksander Gusev claimed that falling drone debris damaged two
unspecified industrial enterprises in Anninsky and Novokhopersky raions.[5] Geolocated footage
shows a fire in Krasnoye, Novokhopersky Raion.[6] Russian opposition outlet Astra reported that
Ukrainian drones struck the Ethanol Spirit distillery in Krasnoye.[7] Ukrainian Center for Countering
Disinformation Head Andriy Kovalenko posted footage of a drone strike against a distillery in Krasnoye
and noted that Russian distilleries produce rocket fuel and fuel for aviation brake systems, technical
needs, and anti-icing agents.[8] Kovalenko stated that Ukrainian strikes against Russian distilleries are
meant to reduce Russian aviation capabilities.[9] Ukrainian forces conducted a series of drone strikes
on the night of October 21 to 22 targeting distilleries in Tula Oblast.[10]



Russian President Vladimir Putin briefly acknowledged Russia's labor shortages on
October 28, but highlighted Russia's low unemployment rates in an attempt to reframe
this challenge in a beneficial light and claim that the Russian economy is able to sustain
a long war in Ukraine. Putin held a meeting with the Russian government about the economy on
October 28 and highlighted Russian industrial growth and low unemployment rates.[11] Putin claimed
that Russian industry has grown 4.5 percent in the first eight months of 2024 and that Russia's
manufacturing and mechanical engineering sectors grew by 8.15 percent and almost 20 percent,
respectively. Putin claimed that Russian unemployment is at a record low for the third month in a row
at 2.4 percent and particularly highlighted low unemployment rates among Russians under the age of
25. Putin noted, however, the Russia's economy “slowed somewhat” in the third quarter of 2024 and
that the Russian economy is facing “difficulties and imbalances,” such as international sanctions against
Russia and Russian personnel, technology, and logistics shortages. Putin claimed that the 2025-2027
federal budget will focus on developing a supply-side economy, increasing the production of goods and
services, launching new investment projects, and creating modern jobs in all sectors. The September
2024 draft bill of the 2025—2027 federal budget expected Russia to spend about 41 percent of its annual
expenditures on national security and defense in 2025 — somewhat at odds with Putin's claimed desire
to focus on goods and services and new investments.[12] A Russian insider source claimed on October
28 that several major Russian political figures, including Deputy Prime Minister Marat Khusnullin,
CEO of Russian financial development institution DOM.RF Vitaly Mutko, CEO of Russian state defense
conglomerate Rostec Sergei Chemezov, and Russian elites Oleg Deripaska and Alexei Mordashov, are
expressing their discontent with the Russian Central Bank's announcement to raise the key interest rate
to 21 percent.[13] ISW recently assessed that Russia's economy and war effort is coming under
increasing strain, which will pose increasingly acute challenges to Putin's ability to sustain the war over
the long term.[14]

The Moldovan Constitutional Court stated it that it will review the results of the October
20 European Union (EU) referendum on October 31, and the third runner up in the first
round of the presidential election announced that he would not endorse a candidate in
the runoff.[15] The Moldovan Central Election Commission submitted its reports on the referendum
to the court on October 25, and the court has until November 4 to either confirm or reject the results,
according to the Moldovan Electoral Code.[16] ISW recently assessed that although there have been
widespread Moldovan official reports about electoral violations in the October 20 vote, it is unclear if
these reports will meet the required threshold for the Constitutional Court to nullify the referendum
results.[17] Renato Usatii, who came in third in the first round of the Moldovan presidential election
with 213,169 votes, stated on October 28 that he would not endorse Maia Sandu or Alexandr Stoianoglo
in the November 3 presidential run off.[18] Vasile Tarlev, who gained 49,316 votes in the first round;
Ion Chicu, who gained 31,797 votes; and Natalia Morari, who gained 9,444 votes all endorsed
Stoianoglo. ISW recently assessed that Usatii's possible endorsement of Stoianoglo would likely have
allowed Stoianoglo to seriously challenge Sandu in the second round, and it is unclear how Usatii's
refusal to endorse either candidate will affect the outcome of the November 3 runoff.[19]

Georgian civil society, opposition, and international election observers continue to
reject the results of the 2024 Georgian parliament elections amid a large-scale
demonstration in Tbilisi on October 28. Georgian President Salome Zourabichvili urged
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Georgian citizens to take to the streets of Tbilisi on October 28 to protest the election results that local
Georgian and international election observation bodies have largely condemned for large-scale voting
irregularities.[20] Zourabichvili, alongside various representatives from pro-Western opposition
parties, addressed thousands of peaceful protesters and stated that they will continue to reject the
reportedly fraudulent and Russian-influenced election results and urged Georgians to continue to
collect evidence of voting irregularities.[21] Member of the opposition Unity-National Movement Party
Giorgi Vashadze called for an international administration to hold snap elections without the
participation of the Georgian Central Election Commission (CEC).[22] Zourabichvili and the opposition
stated that they will continue to challenge the election results and noted that they will clarify their next
steps in the coming days. The Russian information space continued to express jubilation over the
Georgian Dream victory while Russian Security Council Deputy Chairperson Dmitry Medvedev called
for the arrest of Zourabichvili for “calling for a coup.”[23] US State Department Spokesperson Matthew
Miller stated on October 28 that the US will not rule out possible consequences to Georgian officials if
the Georgian Dream party continued its anti-democratic trajectory, urging the party to conduct full
investigations into allegations related to the results.[24] Twenty-eight European Union (EU) ministers
issued a joint statement on October 28 expressing concern over voting irregularities and stated that the
violations of electoral integrity are “incompatible” with EU candidate country standards, highlighting a
potential ~ further deterioration  in Georgia's EU  membership prospects.[25]

Key Takeaways:

e« NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte announced that South Korean intelligence
officials shared evidence with NATO officials on October 28 that North Korean
units are operating in Kursk Oblast.

o Ukrainian forces conducted another series of drone strikes against Russian
distilleries on the night of October 27 to 28, reportedly to reduce Russian aviation
capabilities.

o Russian President Vladimir Putin briefly acknowledged Russia's labor shortages
on October 28, but highlighted Russia's low unemployment rates in an attempt to
reframe this challenge in a beneficial light and claim that the Russian economy is
able to sustain a long war in Ukraine.

o« The Moldovan Constitutional Court stated it that it will review the results of the
October 20 European Union (EU) referendum on October 31, and the third runner
up in the first round of the presidential election announced that he would not
endorse a candidate in the runoff.

« Georgian civil society, opposition, and international election observers continue to
reject the results of the 2024 Georgian parliament elections amid a large-scale
demonstration in Thilisi on October 28.

o« Russian forces recently marginally advanced near Kupyansk, southeast of
Pokrovsk, and southwest of Donetsk City.
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.

We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

o Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

o Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)
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e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border
with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
o Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

e Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign

o Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

o Russian Technological Adaptations

e Activities in Russian-occupied areas

 Significant Activity in Belarus

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

Fighting continued in the main Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast on October 28, but there were no
confirmed changes to the frontline. A Russian source claimed that Russian forces advanced in
Novoivanovka, but ISW has not observed confirmation of this claim.[26] Russian sources, including
the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD), claimed that Ukrainian forces counterattacked east of
Korenevo near Kremyanoye; southeast of Korenevo near Nizhny Klin, Novoivanovka, Alexandriya,
Lyubimovka, and Darino; east of Sudzha near Russkaya Konopelka; and southeast of Sudzha near
Plekhovo.[27] A Kremlin-affiliated milblogger claimed that Russian sources' claims that Ukrainian
forces recaptured Darino are unconfirmed.[28] Elements of the Russian 137th Airborne (VDV)
Regiment (106th VDV Division) are reportedly operating near Zeleny Shlyakh (southeast of
Korenevo).[29]
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Fighting continued west of the main Ukrainian salient in Glushkovsky Raion on October 28, but there
were no confirmed changes to the frontline. A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces
unsuccessfully attacked near Novy Put (south of Glushkovo), and another milblogger claimed that
Russian forces have not completely pushed Ukrainian forces out of Novy Put.[30] Ukrainian sources
reported on October 28 that Ukrainian forces conducted a mechanized assault with at least three
armored vehicles east of Novy Put.[31]
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Bryansk Oblast Governor Alexander Bogomaz claimed on October 27 that elements of the Russian
military, Federal Security Service (FSB), and Rosgvardia repelled a “group of people” trying to cross the
Russian-Ukrainian border near Manev, Klimovsky Raion, Bryansk Oblast.[32] The Russian FSB made
a similar claim on October 28, labeling the actors a “sabotage and reconnaissance group.”[33]

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach
to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

Russian forces continued limited offensive operations northeast of Kharkiv City near Vovchansk on
October 27 and 28 but did not advance.[34] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets
reported on October 28 that the Russian grouping in the Kharkiv direction is comprised mainly of forces
of the Leningrad Military District's (LMD) 6th Combined Arms Army (CAA) and 11th Army Corps
(AC).[35] Mashovets noted that many elements of the 6th CAA and 11th AC are split between Russian
efforts in northern Kharkiv Oblast and near Kupyansk.[36] Mashovets reported that the 11th AC's 18th
Motorized Rifle Division is predominantly responsible for operations near Lyptsi (north of Kharkiv
City), and that Russia is currently forming the 68th Motorized Rifle Division as part of the 6th CAA to
operate in this direction.[37] Mashovets assessed that Russian forces in northern Kharkiv Oblast have
three main tasks — to capture northern Vovchansk and advance into Tykhe (east of Vovchansk); to
regain control of Hlyboke (north of Kharkiv City) and advance towards Lyptsi; and to pin Ukrainian
forces in northern Kharkiv Oblast to distract them from efforts in Kursk Oblast and in the Kupyansk
direction.[38]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — LLuhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)
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Russian forces recently marginally advanced southeast of Kupyansk amid ongoing offensive operations
along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October 28. Geolocated footage published on October
27 and 28 indicates that Russian forces recently marginally advanced southeast of Kupyansk within
Kolisnykivka and southwest of Kruhlyakivka.[39] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces
advanced east of Kupyansk near Pishchane and Stepova Novoselivka; south of Kupyansk in Zahryzove;
northwest of Stelmakhivka (west of Svatove); from Novosadove in the direction of Terny (both west of
Kreminna); and within Torske (west of Kreminna).[40] Russian forces continued assaults northwest of
Kupyansk near Kindrashivka; northeast of Kupyansk near Synivka, Petropavlivka, and Pershotravneve;
southeast of Kupyansk near Kolisnykivka, Kruhlyakivka, and Zahryzove; west of Svatove near Lozova
and Vyshneve; southwest of Svatove near Hrekivka, Cherneshchyna, Novomykhailivka, Makiivka; west
of Kreminna near Zarichne, Terny, and Torske; and southwest of Kreminna near Serebryanka and
Hryhorivka.[41] Elements of the Russian 16th Spetsnaz Brigade are reportedly operating near
Petropavlivka.[42]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Neither Russian nor Ukrainian sources reported ground activity in the Siversk direction on OCT 28.
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Russian forces continued offensive operations near Chasiv Yar on October 28, but there were no
confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian forces attacked near Chasiv Yar; northeast of Chasiv Yar
near Orikhovo-Vasylivka; and south of Chasiv Year near Stupochky and Predtechyne on October 27 and
28.[43] Elements of the Russian “Sever-V” and “Vostok-V” brigades and drone operators of the
“Burevestnik” detachment (all part of the Russian Volunteer Corps) are reportedly operating near
Chasiv Yar.[44]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks against but do not
control.

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Toretsk on October 28, but there were no confirmed
changes to the frontline. A Russian milblogger claimed on October 28 that Russian forces advanced in
central Toretsk, but ISW has not observed confirmation of this claim.[45] Russian forces attacked near
Toretsk; south of Toretsk near Niu-York; and west of Toretsk near Shcherbynivka on October 27 and
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28.[46] A Russian milblogger claimed on October 28 that Ukrainian forces counterattacked north of
Sverdlov Street in Toretsk.[47] Elements of the Russian 56th Separate Special Purpose Battalion (51st

Guards Combined Arms Army [CAA], formerly the 1st Donetsk People’s Republic Army Crops [DNR
AC]) are reportedly operating in the Toretsk direction.[48]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.

Russian forces recently advanced southeast of Pokrovsk amid continued offensive operations in the
area on October 28. Geolocated footage published on October 27 and 28 indicates that Russian forces
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recently advanced north of Selydove, within central Vyshneve, and near Novodmytrivka (all southeast
of Pokrovsk).[49] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on October 28 that Russian forces
seized Tsukuryne (southeast of Selydove), and Russian Defense Minister Andrei Belousov credited
elements of the Russian 114th Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st CAA) with seizing the settlement.[50]
Russian milbloggers claimed on October 28 that Russian forces advanced northwest of Vyshneve,
capturing the settlement; that Russian forces advanced southwest of Vyshneve; and that Russian forces
advanced east of Kreminna Balka (south of Selydove), but ISW has not observed confirmation of these
claims.[51] Russian forces continued assaults east of Pokrovsk near Myrolyubivka, Promin, and Krutyi
Yar and southeast of Pokrovsk near Selydove, Novodmytrivka, Kurakhivka, Novoselydivka, Tsukuryne,
and Vyshneve on October 27 and 28.[52] The commander of a Ukrainian company operating near
Selydove stated on October 277 that Russian forces can “afford” to deploy 600 troops per week to infantry
assaults in Selydove and that Russian forces appear to have enough reserve forces to constantly conduct
assaults in the area.[53] The spokesperson for a Ukrainian brigade operating near Selydove stated that
Russian forces have transferred personnel from the northern area of the Pokrovsk direction to the
Selydove area to support infantry assaults.[54] The spokesperson also stated that Russian forces are
conducting artillery strikes less frequently and prefer to conduct precise strikes with first-person view
(FPV) drones attached to and dropped from a reconnaissance drone. Elements of the Russian 9oth
Tank Division (41st CAA, Central Military District [CMD]), the 30th Separate Reconnaissance Battalion
(9oth Guards Tank Division, 41st CAA, CMD), and the Russian 71st Separate Spetsnaz Brigade are
reportedly operating in Selydove; and elements of the Russian “Black Hussars” detachment of the
Russian 15th Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd CAA, CMD) and BARS-Sarmat volunteer detachment
(Russian Combat Army Reserve) are reportedly operating near Vyshneve.[55]
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Russian forces continued offensive operations east of Kurakhove near Maksymilyanivka and on the
outskirts of Kurakhove itself on October 27 and 28, but there were no confirmed changes in the
frontline.[56]

Russian forces recently advanced southwest of Donetsk City near Vuhledar amid continued offensive
operations in the area. Geolocated footage published on October 25 showing Ukrainian forces repelling
a Russian reinforced platoon-sized mechanized assault southwest of Yelyzavetivka (northeast of
Vuhledar) indicates that Russian forces recently advanced in the area.[57] Additional geolocated
footage published on October 28 showing Ukrainian forces repelling a Russian reinforced company-
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sized mechanized assault southwest of Katerynivka (northeast of Vuhledar) indicates that Russian
forces recently advanced in the area.[58] Additional geolocated footage published on October 28
indicates that Russian forces advanced northeast of Shakhtarske (northwest of Vuhledar).[59] Russian
sources claimed that Russian forces advanced near and within Katerynivka; near Bohoyavlenka
(northwest of Vuhledar), Novoukrainka (northwest of Vuhledar), and Zolota Nyva (west of Vuhledar);
and within Shakhtarske.[60] ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these claims, however.
Russian forces continued attacks northeast of Vuhledar near Katerynivka and Antonivka; northwest of
Vuhledar near Bohoyavlenka, Novoukrainka, Shakhtarske; and west of Vuhledar near Zolota Nyva on
October 27 and 28.[61] Elements of the Russian 39th Motorized Rifle Brigade and 1472nd Motorized
Rifle Regiment (both of the 68th AC, Eastern Military District [EMD]) are reportedly operating near
Katerynivka; elements of the 57th Motorized Rifle Brigade (5th CAA, EMD) are reportedly operating
near Bohoyavlenka; elements of the 37th Motorized Rifle Brigade (36th CAA, EMD) are reportedly
operating near Shakhtarske; and elements of the 60th Motorized Rifle Brigade (5th CAA, EMD) are
reportedly operating near Makarivka (west of Vuhledar and south of Velyka Novosilka).[62]
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Neither Russian nor Ukrainian sources reported fighting in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area
on October 28.
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Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Neither Russian nor Ukrainian sources reported ground attacks in western Zaporizhia Oblast on
October 28. Elements of the Russian 42nd Motorized Rifle Division (58th Combined Arms Army [CAA],
Southern Military District [SMD]) and the 49th Separate Air Assault Brigade (reportedly subordinated
to the 58th CAA, SMD) are reportedly operating in the general Zaporizhia direction and northeast of
Robotyne near Mala Tokmachka, respectively. [63]
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The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces continued ground attacks in the Dnipro
direction, likely referring to east (left) bank Kherson Oblast and the islands of the Dnipro River Delta,
on October 27 and 28. [64]
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Note: The Ukrainian counteroffensive layer displays areas previously assigned to the Russian control,
Russian advances, or Russian claims layers where ISW now assesses that Ukrainian forces have
established a presence beyond a short-term raid. Inclusion of an area on this layer does not imply that
ISW assesses that the area is part of any upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operation.

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces conducted a series of drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of October 27 to 28. The
Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched 100 Shahed-type and other unidentified
strike drones from Kursk and Oryol oblasts and Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai.[65] The
Ukrainian Air Force reported that Ukrainian forces downed 66 drones over Sumy, Kharkiv, Chernihiv,
Poltava, Kyiv, Zhytomyr, Rivne, Khmelnytskyi, Ternopil, Mykolaiv, Dnipropetrovsk, Kirovohrad, and
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Cherkasy oblasts as of 1030 local time. The Ukrainian Air Force reported that 24 Russian drones were
“lost in location,” four drones flew into Russian and Belarusian air space, and several drones struck
civilian infrastructure in Ukraine. Ukraine's Emergency Services reported that a Russian strike
damaged residential infrastructure in Kharkiv City and Chuhuiv, Kharkiv Oblast.[66]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

The Russian government continues to manipulate criminal law in order to increase Russia's offensive
capabilities. Rosgvardia announced via Russian media on October 28 that it will exempt gun owners
whom authorities previously convicted of minor offenses from criminal liability if they donate their
weapons for use in Ukraine.[67] This “pardon-for-weapons” scheme continues a pattern of Russian
authorities suspending criminal liabilities in order to increase military capacity--Russian authorities
have recently codified procedures to commute individual criminal sentences in exchange for military
service and appear to be extending this practice to generate greater access to small arms.[68]
Rosgvardia has accepted civilian weapons for use in combat in Ukraine since August 2024.[69]

Novosibirsk City Mayor Maxim Kudryavtsev signed a resolution on October 24 granting employees
from the Novosibirsk mayoral office a 100,000 ruble ($1,023) one-time payment for signing a contract
with the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD).[70] ISW has reported at length on recent Russian efforts
to incentivize contract recruitment by increasing one-time signing bonuses and assessed that such
efforts appear to be increasing strain on Russia's war time economy.[71]

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

Nothing significant to report.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

ISW is not publishing reporting on activities in Russian-occupied areas today.

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)

Belarus and Russian federal subjects continue to cooperate, likely as part of sanctions evasion schemes.
Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko met with Sakhalin Oblast Governor Valery Limarenko on
October 28 and called for increased cooperation in the sphere of import substitution.[72]
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The People's Republic of China (PRC) is likely learning lessons from the Russian military through
Belarusian forces. Belarusian Special Operations Forces Commander Major General Vadim Denisenko
stated on October 27 that representatives from the PRC, Uzbekistan, and Kazakhstan have participated
in military exercises in Belarus in the past three to four months.[73] Denisenko claimed that the PRC
is interested in lessons Belarussian forces have learned related to the war in Ukraine, such as how to
use drones, clear trenches, and storm buildings.

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.
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