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Russian forces are reportedly continuing to shell Ukrainian energy infrastructure amid
ongoing negotiations over details of the ceasefire agreement on energy infrastructure
strikes, indicating that Russia may be exploiting the ceasefire's vague or unfinalized
terms to strike Ukrainian energy infrastructure with shorter-range artillery, but not
longer-range cruise missiles or one-way strike drones. Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andriy
Sybiha and Kherson Oblast Military Administration Head Oleksandr Prokudin stated on April 1 that
Russian forces shelled energy infrastructure in Kherson City on the morning of April 1, leaving at least
45,000 Kherson residents without electricity.[1] Sybiha stated on April 1 that Russian forces have
recently violated the energy infrastructure ceasefire several times.[2] The ceasefire on energy
infrastructure strikes is reportedly a moratorium on long-range strikes, but it remains unclear whether
the moratorium's terms prohibit striking energy infrastructure with shorter-range tube or rocket
artillery.[3] Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky stated on March 11 that Ukraine proposed a
"temporary ceasefire in the sky" that would include "missile, bomb, and long-range drone" strikes.[4]
US, Ukrainian, and Russian officials reached some agreements for a temporary ceasefire on strikes
against energy infrastructure on March 25 but not provide details on whether the ceasefire is exclusively
limited to longer-range weapons.[5] Russian forces will likely continue to leverage their positions along
the east (left) bank of the Dnipro River and other frontline areas to shell and destroy Ukrainian energy
infrastructure in near rear areas unless the energy infrastructure ceasefire includes provisions against
such shelling. Russian shelling against Ukrainian energy infrastructure violates the spirit of the
ceasefire and US President Donald Trump's intention to utilize the energy infrastructure ceasefire as a
confidence-building measure to work towards a general ceasefire in the future. Ukrainian, Russian, and
US officials have yet to formalize the ceasefire or present its exact terms.

Senior Russian officials continue to reiterate the Russian demand for the elimination of
the "root causes" of the war in Ukraine as a precondition for a peace agreement — a
reference to Russia's initial war demands that directly contradict US President Donald
Trump's goal to achieve a lasting peace in Ukraine. Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei
Ryabkov claimed on April 1 that the Trump administration is attempting "some kind of scheme" to first
achieve a ceasefire and then move to "other models and schemes" to end the war.[6] Ryabkov further
claimed that the Trump administration's plan to resolve the war in Ukraine does not address the "root
causes" of the war and that Russia, therefore, cannot accept the US proposal. Senior Russian officials
have repeatedly defined these root causes as NATO's alleged violation of obligations not to expand
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eastward and Ukraine's alleged violations of the rights of Russian-speaking minorities in Ukraine.[7]
The Kremlin's demands to address these so-called "root causes" amount to a demand for the full
capitulation of Ukraine with the installation of a pro-Russian government in Ukraine and long-term
commitments of Ukrainian neutrality — the same demands Putin has made since before the full-scale
invasion in February 2022.[8] Russian President Vladimir Putin recently intensified efforts to portray
the current Ukrainian government as illegitimate and unable to engage in negotiations to end the war
in Ukraine in an effort to undermine Ukraine's role as a legitimate participant in discussions about the
resolution of the war.[9] Putin and Russian diplomats made thinly veiled demands in late March 2025
for regime change in Ukraine by having external parties establish a “temporary international
administration” in Ukraine under the auspices of the United Nations (UN).[10] US Department of State
Spokesperson Tammy Bruce stated on March 31 that Trump did not appreciate Russia's suggestion to
establish a "temporary administration" in Ukraine.[11] Bruce also noted that Trump understands that
negotiations will "require both Russia and Ukraine to make tough decisions and compromises." Russia
has so far refused to make any concessions and rejected the US-Ukrainian 30-day general ceasefire
when Trump called Putin on March 18.

Russian forces are expanding their bridgehead northeast of Lyman as part of a mutually
reinforcing effort to create conditions for the seizure of Borova and Lyman in the coming
months. Footage published on March 28 and geolocated on April 1 indicates that Russian forces
recently advanced northwest of Novolyubivka (northeast of Lyman) and likely seized Novolyubivka
itself.[12] Russian forces recently made confirmed advances southeast of Nove (west of Novolyubivka),
and Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets stated on March 31 that Russian forces
advanced to the southern outskirts of Katerynivka (northwest of Novolyubivka).[13] Russian forces
advanced across the Zherebets River onto the west (right) bank in early January 2025 and have slowly
expanded their bridgehead on the right bank over the last three months.[14] Russian forces began
efforts to push Ukrainian forces from their positions on the east (left) bank of the Zherebets River in
late 2023 and have only recently established a relatively stable bridgehead from which Russian forces
can launch further offensive operations.[15] Russian milbloggers and Mashovets have consistently
credited elements of the Russian 144th and 3rd motorized rifle divisions (20th Combined Arms Army
[CAA], Moscow Military District [MMD]) with making the initial advances onto the west bank and then
expanding this bridgehead.[16]

Russian forces appear to be leveraging a significant manpower advantage to make advances in the area.
The spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Lyman direction stated on March 31 that
Russian forces have almost exclusively conducted infantry assaults in the area since January 2025 and
rarely use armored vehicles in the area.[17] ISW has also not observed footage of any notable Russian
mechanized assaults in the area in 2025. Ukraine's Khortytsia Group of Forces stated on March 31 that
Russian forces intensified infantry attacks in the Lyman direction and have significantly more infantry
in the area, mostly including well-trained contract servicemembers (kontrakiniki).[18] Another
Ukrainian brigade operating in the Lyman direction stated on March 24 that Russian forces have a 10-
to-one manpower advantages over Ukrainian forces in some areas of this direction.[19] The Russian
military command appears to be reinforcing and replacing manpower losses among frontline units of
the 3rd and 144th motorized rifle divisions, as these formations have been in the area since at least
2023 and do not appear to have withdrawn for rest and reconstitution at any point.[20]
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Russian forces can leverage their expanded bridgehead northeast of Lyman to support
the seizure of Borova or Lyman in the coming months. Russian forces initially focused on
advancing from Ivanivka towards Kolodyazi (southwest of Ivanivka) in the general direction of Lyman
but recently appear to have refocused their efforts on advancing northwest of Ivanivka towards Nove
and Katerynivka in the general direction of Borova.[21] A Russian milblogger claimed on April 1 that
Russian forces are attempting to connect their bridgehead near Novolyubivka with a smaller
bridgehead on the west bank near Makiivka (approximately eight kilometers away).[22] Russian forces
may be attempting to unite these bridgeheads to create a stable salient to support attacks southeast of
Borova. Russian forces have recently struggled to advance east and southeast of Borova after advancing
northeast of the settlement in January 2025, and the Russian forces may be creating the salient
northeast of Lyman to support future offensive operations against the southern tip of the
Novoserhiivka-Druzhelyubivka-Novyi Myr line (east to southeast of Borova).[23] The Russian military
command may attempt to outflank Ukrainian defenses in these settlements in order to force Ukrainian
troops to withdraw and enable Russian advances east of and into Borova in the coming months.

Russian forces may also attempt to leverage the expansion of the bridgehead on the west bank of the
Zherebets River near Ivanivka to support future Russian operations to seize Lyman. Russian forces may
attempt to advance toward Karlivka from Nove and toward Drobysheve from Kolodyazi in an effort to
establish defensible positions along the Karlivka-Shandryholove-Drobysheve line (on the east bank of
the Nitrius River). Russian forces could attempt to leverage such advances along the Nitrius River to
challenge Ukrainian positions in Lyman from the northeast. Russian forces may also simultaneously
attempt to intensify offensive operations near Torske (east of Lyman) to push on Lyman from the east.
Further Russian advances towards Borova and Lyman are part of an enduring Russian effort to push
Ukrainian forces from positions on the east bank of the Oskil River and attack further into western
Kharkiv Oblast and set conditions to attack the Ukrainian fortress belt in Donetsk Oblast from the
north.[24]

Russian forces may also leverage their bridgehead northeast of Lyman to seize the
remaining one percent of Luhansk Oblast under Ukrainian control and complete
Russia's long-standing goal of seizing the entirety of Luhansk Oblast. Russian forces have
been trying to seize the last one percent of Luhansk Oblast (about 266 square kilometers) since late
November 2024. Russian forces first seized the entirety of Luhansk Oblast on July 3, 2022, but
Ukrainian forces later pushed Russian forces back from the Luhansk Oblast administrative border
during Ukraine’s Fall 2022 counteroffensive.[25] Russian officials have long cited the seizure of
Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts as a goal of Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine and have repeatedly
demanded international recognition of Russia’s annexation of Luhansk, Donetsk, Zaporizhia, and
Kherson oblasts as a condition of peace, although Russian forces do not fully control any of these
oblasts.[26] The Kremlin would likely exploit the second seizure and retention of Luhansk Oblast to
gain leverage during ongoing ceasefire negotiations and future peace negotiations, which ISW
continues to assess as a key motivating factor for Russian forces recently intensified ground activity in
Ukraine.[27] The Kremlin could also leverage the seizure of Luhansk Oblast as a significant victory to
its domestic audience and to justify years of brutal personnel losses in Ukraine. ISW continues to assess
that Russian officials are intentionally stalling the ceasefire and peace negotiations in hopes of gaining
more territory to leverage during future peace negotiations.[28]
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Ukrainian Territory Counteroffensives

Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a decree on April 1 to raise salaries for Russian
governors starting January 2026, aligning the pay with that of Russia's deputy prime
ministers.[29] The delayed salary increase in 2026 likely seeks to further secure loyalty from regional
leaders amid Russia's continued uncertainty about Russia’s future, in particular, Russia’s sustained war
efforts and the Russian economy’s macroeconomic health. The decision to implement this change in
2026 as opposed to immediately could provide the Kremlin time to rebalance its budget and gather
resources to sustain the spending increase, as the Russian government already approved Russia’s 2025
budget in late 2024. Putin signed a decree in December 2024 approving the 2025 federal budget and
the 2026—2027 draft federal budget, which would prioritize spending on Russia's national security and
defense.[30] Putin did not sign such a decree sooner likely due to Russia's ongoing economic strain
from the war in Ukraine and Western sanctions against Russia. Russia continues to face staggering

Institute for the Study of War and AET’s Critical Threats Project 2025


https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Svatove-Kreminna Direction April 2%2C 2025.png

costs required to maintain its war effort against Ukraine, with mounting economic strain, labor
shortages, and systemic corruption threatening the sustainability of the Russian defense industrial base
(DIB).[31]

Key Takeaways:

Russian forces are reportedly continuing to shell Ukrainian energy infrastructure
amid ongoing negotiations over details of the ceasefire agreement on energy
infrastructure strikes, indicating that Russia may be exploiting the ceasefire’s
vague or unfinalized terms to strike Ukrainian energy infrastructure with shorter-
range artillery but not longer-range cruise missiles or one-way strike drones.

Senior Russian officials continue to reiterate the Russian demand for the
elimination of the "root causes" of the war in Ukraine as a precondition for a peace
agreement — a reference to Russia's initial war demands that directly contradict
US President Donald Trump's goal to achieve a lasting peace in Ukraine.

Russian forces are expanding their bridgehead northeast of Lyman as part of a
mutually reinforcing effort to create conditions for the seizure of Borova and
Lyman in the coming months.

Russian forces can leverage their expanded bridgehead northeast of Lyman to
support the seizure of Borova or Lyman in the coming months.

Russian forces may also leverage their bridgehead northeast of Lyman to seize the
remaining one percent of Luhansk Oblast under Ukrainian control and complete
Russia's long-standing goal of seizing the entirety of Luhansk Oblast.

Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a decree on April 1 to raise salaries for
Russian governors starting January 2026, aligning the pay with that of Russia's
deputy prime ministers.

Russian forces recently advanced in Kursk and Belgorod oblasts and in the Lyman,
Pokrovsk, and Kurakhove directions.
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

e Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

o Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)
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e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border
with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
o Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

« Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign

o Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

e Russian Technological Adaptations

e Activities in Russian-occupied areas

« Significant Activity in Belarus

Alleged Ceasefire Violations

Ukraine and Russia have not yet concluded a maritime ceasefire agreement due to ongoing Russian
demands for Western sanctions relief. Negotiations regarding the conditions of the ceasefire on
strikes against energy infrastructure are ongoing, and the resolution of these negotiations remains
unclear.

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed without evidence on April 1 that Ukrainian forces
struck electrical substations in Novohorivka, occupied Zaporizhia Oblast and Smorodino, Belgorod
Oblast on March 31.[32]

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

Russian forces recently advanced along the Sumy-Kursk Oblast border amid continued
Russian efforts to push Ukrainian forces from Kursk Oblast.

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on April 1 indicates that Russian forces
recently advanced east of Oleshnya (southwest of Sudzha).[33]

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed on April 1 that Russian forces seized Guyevo (south
of Sudzha), Kursk Oblast, and Veselivka and Volodymyrivka, Sumy Oblast (both north of Sumy City).

[34]

Russian sources claimed that fighting continued northeast of Sumy City near Basivka and Zhuravka
and south of Sudzha near Guyevo on April 1.[35]

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 3oth Motorized Rifle Regiment (72nd Motorized Rifle
Division, 44th Army Corps [AC], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) are reportedly operating near
Guyevo.[36]
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J Ukrainian Advances in Russia

Russian forces recently advanced in northwestern Belgorod Oblast.

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on March 31 indicates that Russian forces
recently advanced in central Demidovka (northwest of Belgorod City).[37]

Russian milbloggers claimed on April 1 that fighting continued near Demidovka and Popovka (west of
Demidovka).[38]
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Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach
to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

Russian forces continued offensive operations north of Kharkiv City toward Lyptsi and
northeast of Kharkiv City near Vovchansk on April 1 but did not advance.[39]

An officer in a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Kharkiv direction reported on April 1 that Russian
forces have become more active near Vovchansk in the past three weeks (since roughly March 11), likely
because Russian forces recently transferred new reinforcements to the area.[40] The officer stated that
Russian forces have been conducting mechanized assaults using armored fighting vehicles (AFVs),
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infantry fighting vehicles (IFVs), and tanks. The officer also noted that Russian forces recently
intensified guided glide bomb strikes on Vovchansk.

A Ukrainian brigade operating in the Kharkiv direction reported on March 31 that Ukrainian forces
struck a Russian Buk air defense system in Kharkiv Oblast on an unspecified date between March 23
and March 29.[41]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Kupyansk direction on April 1 but
did not advance.
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Unconfirmed claims: Russian sources claimed that Russian forces advanced into Kindrashivka (north
of Kupyansk) and Kotlyarivka (southeast of Kupyansk).[42]

Russian forces conducted offensive operations northeast of Kupyansk near the international border
near Fyholivka and Kamyanka; east of Kupyansk near Stepova Novoselivka and Petropavlivka; and
southeast of Kupyansk near Pishchane on March 31 and April 1.[43]

A Ukrainian deputy regimental commander stated on April 1 that Russian forces are attempting to build
pontoon crossings and transfer equipment to the west bank of the Oskil River near Dvorichna
(northeast of Kupyansk).[44] The deputy commander stated that Russian forces have increased guided
glide bomb strikes on Kupyansk in an attempt to strike Ukrainian personnel and equipment
concentrations and ground lines of communication (GLOCs) in the area.
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Russian forces continued offensive operations northeast of Borova near Zahryzove and
Nova Kruhlaykivka and east of Borova near Nadiya on March 31 and April 1 but did not
advance.[45]

See topline text for reports of Russian activity in the Lyman direction.

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Siversk direction on April 1 but did
not make confirmed advances.

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed on April 1 that Russian forces advanced 300 meters
near Hryhorivka (northeast of Siversk).[46]

Russian forces conducted ground attacks north of Siversk near Serebryanka; northeast of Siversk near
Bilohorivka; east of Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske; and southeast of Siversk near Ivano-Darivka on
March 31 and April 1.[47] Ukraine's Luhansk Group of Forces reported on March 29 that Russian forces
recently conducted a series of assaults using civilian vehicles and a dozen motorcycles with armored
vehicle support in fields east of Ivano-Darivka and west of Zolotarivka (east of Siversk).[48]
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Chasiv Yar direction on April 1 but
did not advance.

Russian forces attacked near Chasiv Yar itself, southeast of Chasiv Yar near Kurdyumivka, and south of
Chasiv Yar near Predtechyne on March 31 and April 1.[49]

Unconfirmed claim: A Russian milblogger claimed on April 1 that Russian forces advanced northwest
and southwest of Novomarkove (north of Chasiv Yar).[50]

A commander of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Chasiv Yar direction reported on March 31 that
Russian forces are attempting to move around the area via pipelines.[51] The commander also noted
that Russian forces only conduct assaults with armored vehicle support during foggy or rainy
conditions, when Ukrainian forces' ability to use drones to detect moving armored vehicles is inhibited.
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A Ukrainian brigade operating in the Chasiv Yar direction reported on April 1 that Ukrainian forces
recently repelled a platoon-sized Russian mechanized assault comprised of at least three armored
vehicles, 18 motorcycles, and two other vehicles.[52]

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 331st Airborne (VDV) Regiment (98th VDV Division) are
reportedly operating in the Chasiv Yar direction.[53]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Toretsk direction on April 1 but did
not make any confirmed advances.

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed on March 31 and April 1 that Russian forces
advanced north of Toretsk near Druzhba, near the Tsentralna Mine in southwestern Toretsk, and to the
outskirts of Valentynivka (southwest of Toretsk).[54]

Russian forces attacked near Toretsk itself; north of Toretsk in the direction of Dyliivka; west of Toretsk
near Shcherbynivka; and southwest of Toretsk near Panteleymonivka, Oleksandropil, and Valentynivka
on March 31 and April 1.[55]

Ukrainian Luhansk Group of Forces Spokesperson Lieutenant Colonel Dmytro Zaporozhets stated on
March 31 that Russian forces are intensifying assaults on the northern flank of Toretsk.[56]

An officer in a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Toretsk direction reported on April 1 that small
Russian infantry groups are attempting to advance as far as possible within Toretsk and consolidate
their positions.[57]

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 9th Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st Combined Arms Army
[CAA], formerly 1st Donetsk People’s Republic Army Corps [DNR AC], Southern Military District
[SMD]) are reportedly operating near Toretsk.[58]
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Russian forces recently advanced in the Pokrovsk direction.

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on April 1 indicates that Russian forces
recently advanced on the eastern outskirts of Bohdanivka (southwest of Pokrovsk).[59]

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed that southern and northwestern Uspenivka are
contested "grey zones," that Russian forces advanced southeast of Bohdanivka, and that elements of
the Russian 8oth Tank Regiment (9oth Tank Division, 41st CAA, Central Military District [CMD])
advanced near Kotlyarivka (southwest of Pokrovsk).[60]

Russian forces attacked near Pokrovsk itself; northeast of Pokrovsk near Tarasivka and Oleksandropil;
east of Pokrovsk near Yelyzavetivka, Vodyane Druhe, Promin, Kalynove, and toward Malynivka;
southeast of Pokrovsk near Lysivka; south of Pokrovsk near Zelene and Novoukrainka; southwest of
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Pokrovsk near Kotlyne, Serhiivka, Shevchenko, Novoserhiivka, Novooleksandrivka, Preobrazhenka,
Uspenivka, Udachne, Sribne, Kotlyarivka, Troitske, Horikhove, and Bohdanivka on March 31 and April
1.[61] Ukrainian forces counterattacked near Shevchenko.[62]

Geolocated footage published on April 1 indicates that Ukrainian forces repelled a Russian reinforced
platoon-sized mechanized assault west of Preobrazhenka (southwest of Pokrovsk).[63]

Ukrainian Khortytsia Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Viktor Trehubov reported on April 1 that
Russian forces are focusing their attacks east of Pokrovsk and shifting away from efforts to envelop the
town from the west.[64] Trehubov noted that Russian forces are attempting to interdict Ukrainian
ground lines of communication (GLOCs) near Pokrovsk and are using motorcycles, buggies, and electric
scooters to make up for armored vehicle shortages. Trehubov also stated that Russian forces are using
electric scooters, Soviet-era T-55 tanks, and civilian cars to transport personnel to the frontline in order
to minimize personnel losses due to Ukrainian drone strikes.[65] The commander of a Ukrainian
battalion operating in the Pokrovsk direction reported on April 1 that Russian forces do not use armored
vehicles in the direction, instead attacking on foot and with various drone types.[66] The battalion
commander stated that Russian forces have a five-to-one artillery advantage compared to Ukrainian
forces in the Pokrovsk direction.[67]

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 35th Motorized Rifle Brigade (41st CAA, CMD) are reportedly
operating in the Pokrovsk direction.[68]

Russian forces recently advanced in the Kurakhove direction.

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on March 31 and April 1 indicates that
Russian forces recently advanced northwest of Andriivka (west of Kurakhove) and that Russian forces
recently seized Rozlyv (southwest of Kurakhove).[69] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) credited
elements of the Russian 36th Motorized Rifle Brigade (29th CAA, Eastern Military District [EMD]) and
430th Motorized Rifle Regiment (likely a mobilized regiment) with the seizure of Rozlyv.[70]

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed on April 1 that Russian forces recently advanced
near Bahatyr and Oleksiivka (both west of Kurakhove).[71]

Russian forces attacked west of Kurakhove near Kostyantynopil, Andriivka, and Oleksiivka and
southwest of Kurakhove near Rozlyv on March 31 and April 1.[72]

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 238th Artillery Brigade (8th CAA, Southern Military District
[SMD]) are reportedly operating near Zorya (northwest of Kurakhove).[73]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Velyka Novosilka direction on April
1 but did not advance.

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced east of
Dniproenerhiya (northwest of Velyka Novosilka) and east and south of Shevchenko (northwest of
Velyka Novosilka).[74]

Russian forces attacked northwest of Velyka Novosilka near Burlatske and Dniproenerhiya; west of
Velyka Novosilka near Pryvilne and Vilne Pole; and southwest of Velyka Novosilka near Novosilka and
Novopil on March 31 and April 1.[75] Geolocated footage published on March 31 indicates that Russian
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forces recently conducted a platoon-sized mechanized assault with three armored vehicles southeast
and east Skudne (northwest of Velyka Novosilka) but did not advance.[76]
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Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Russian forces continued offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on April 1
but did not make confirmed advances.

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed on March 31 and April 1 that Russian forces
advanced northwest of Robotyne near Shcherbaky, Mali Shcherbaky, Lobkove, Kamyanske, and
Stepove.[77] A milblogger claimed that positional fighting near Kamyanske is turning into meeting
engagements, suggesting that the combat has recently become more active.[78] The milblogger claimed
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that elements of the Russian 7th Airborne (VDV) Division advanced in southern Lobkove and southwest
of Stepove toward northern and central Lobkove.[79] The milblogger also claimed Russian forces are
pushing Ukrainian forces out of Nesteryanka (northwest of Robotyne) toward Novoandriivka
(northwest of Robotyne).[80]

The Ukrainian General Staff reported on March 31 and April 1 that Russian forces conducted offensive
operations north of Robotyne near Novodanylivka and northwest of Robotyne near Mali Shcherbaky,
Lobkove, Shcherbaky, Kamyanske, and Stepove.[81] Russian milbloggers claimed on March 31 and
April 1 that fighting continued near Kamyanske and toward Lobkove.[82] A Russian milblogger claimed
on April 1 that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully counterattacked Russian forces near Stepove and
Lobkove.[83]

Ukrainian Zaporizhia Oblast Military Administration Head Ivan Fedorov reported on April 1 that
Russian forces recently are increasingly moving military equipment towards the frontline via occupied
areas of Zaporizhia Oblast, particularly Melitopol.[84] Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
warned on March 15 and 18 that Russian forces may conduct an offensive operation in southern
Ukraine, and the movement of military equipment to the Melitopol area may be an indicator of
preparations for such offensive operations.[85]

18 Institute for the Study of War and AET’s Critical Threats Project 2025



Assessed Control of Terrain in the Zaporizhia Direction

April 1, 2025 at 1:30 PM EST

ISW

STURY OF WAR
st \. —— > AND

s CRITICAL
THREATS

3 o
\  THEDR. JACK LONDON
GEOSPATIAL FUND

Zaporizhia O W
Zaporizhzhia Oblast T3

Land emerging in the A
Kakhovka Reservoir due Litibytske
to flooding downriver as

of 15 April 2024

Komyshuvakha
| Hryhorivka 4
Il Tavriiske Huliaipole l
l' Omelnyk ’
: #
1
i Mali 2/ Ajitie: Doro‘z'hfﬁan‘ka‘
:ShCh-e-r.ba!(X,I Orikhiv B :..,
A=\ Tokmachka

N R

Onipro AU
7"§/a;syli§‘/k§"-

Novoprokopivka

20 | S /

R X - i) Y i L ¢ i o,

i N L S WS A o T e A ) O e AN

Map by GeorgeiBarros, Kateryna Stepanenko, Daniel 1‘/19\({([\1%‘ I&({r\;r;ls(m VHUTrwitz, = = "\

Derik Durbin, Benjamin Cordola, David Schiulert, Juljar’fReich, (xrrdiﬁ‘[gr'olylr Weinstein |

© 2025 Institute for the Study of War and-&}EI s Critical Threats Project._ - =

0O Significant Fighting in the Past 24 ~ =1 Assessed Russian Advances in NN Reported Ukrainian Partisan
Hours === Ukraine SN Warfare

c Russian-controlled Ukrainian e Claimed Russian Control over —— Russian Field Fortifications
Territory before 24 February 2022~ ==~~~ " Ukrainian Territory

= Assessed Russian-controlled e Claimed Ukrainian
Ukrainian Territory ===~ ' Counteroffensives

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Dnipro direction but did not
advance.

Ukrainian General Staff reported on March 31 and April 1 that Russian forces conducted offensive
operations in the Dnipro direction.[86]

A Russian milblogger posted footage on April 1 purportedly showing Russian forces using fiber-optic
first-person view (FPV) drones near the Antonivka Road Bridge that runs between Oleshky (southeast

of Kherson City on the east bank of the Dnipro River) and Antonivka (directly east of Kherson City on
the west bank of the Dnipro River).[87]

Order of Battle: Elements of the 337th Airborne (VDV) Regiment (104th VDV Division) are reportedly
operating in the Kherson direction.[88]
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces conducted a series of missile strikes against Ukraine on the night of March 31 to April
1. The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched two Kh-59/69 cruise missiles in the
Zaporizhia direction.[89] The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Ukrainian forces downed both
missiles. This is the first Russian overnight strike series in months that did not include any Shahed or
decoy drones.

Kharkiv City Mayor Ihor Terekhov reported that Russian forces conducted twice as many long-range
drone strikes against Kharkiv City in March 2025 compared to February 2025.[90] Terekhov added
that Russian forces started using swarms of Shahed drones to strike residential areas, critical

20 Institute for the Study of War and AET’s Critical Threats Project 2025


https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson Direction April 1%2C 2025.png

infrastructure, and business facilities in recent weeks, followed by “double tap” strikes targeting first
responders.

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

Nothing significant to report.

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

Nothing significant to report.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

ISW is suspending occupation coverage in its daily Russian Offensive Campaign Assessments. ISW is
introducing a new product line tracking activities in Russian-occupied areas of Ukraine. The
occupation updates will examine Russian efforts to consolidate administrative control of annexed
areas and forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian sociocultural, economic, military, and
governance systems. Click here to read the March 31 Russian Occupation Update.

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks)

Nothing significant to report.

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.

POWERED BY: E BABELSTREET

[1] https://t.me/olexandrprokudin/6995

[2] https://suspilne dot media/kherson/984327-rf-vdarila-po-energoobektu-u-hersoni-bez-elektriki-
zalisilis-45-tisac-ludej-sibiga/

[3] https://isw.pub/UkrWaro32425; https://isw.pub/UkrWaro32325;
https://isw.pub/UkrWaro31925

[4] https://t.me/V_Zelenskiy_ official /13545
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[5] https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/2025/03/outcomes-of-the-united-states-and-
russia-expert-groups-on-the-black-sea/; https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-
statements/2025/03/outcomes-of-the-united-states-and-ukraine-expert-groups-on-the-black-sea/ ;
https://x.com/rustem_umerov/status/1904549709349339531; http://kremlin dot
ru/events/president/news/76526 ; http://kremlin dot ru/events/president/news/76534

[6] https://interaffairs dot ru/news/show/50973 ; https://t.me/tass_agency/308849 ;
https://t.me/tass_agency/308850

[7] https://isw.pub/UkrWaro31025 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-
offensive-campaign-assessment-march-12-2025 ;
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-
18-2025 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-
assessment-january-20-2025 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-
campaign-assessment-december-29-2024

[8] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/indicators-and-thresholds-russian-military-
operations-ukraine-andor-belarus

[9] https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-28-
2025 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
march-30-2025

[10] https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-
28-2025 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-
assessment-march-30-2025

[11] https://www.state.gov/briefings/department-press-briefing-march-31-2025/#post-622133-
RUSSIAUKRAINE

[12] https://t.me/creamy_caprice/8788; https://t.me/dumky_frontovyka/1724;

[13] https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-
27-2025 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-
assessment-march-31-2025

[14] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
january-4-2025

[15] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-winter-spring-2024-offensive-
operation-kharkiv-luhansk-axis

[16] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
january-6-2025 ; https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-
assessment-march-31-2025 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-
campaign-assessment-february-8-2025 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-
winter-spring-2024-offensive-operation-kharkiv-luhansk-axis
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[17] https://armyinform.com dot ua/2025/03/31/prosto-v-sportyvnyh-shtanyah-bigayut-poblyzu-
lymanu-rosiyany-masovo-utylizuyut-svoyih-pihotyncziv/

[18] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
march-31-2025 ; https://t.me/Khortytsky_wind/7163

[19] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
march-24-2025

[20] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-winter-spring-2024-offensive-
operation-kharkiv-luhansk-axis

[21] https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-february-
9-2025 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
march-18-2025 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-
assessment-march-22-2025 ; https://t.me/yurasumy/22182 ; https://t.me/dva_majors/68062

[22] https://t.me/yurasumy/22182

[23] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
january-8-2025 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-
assessment-january-6-2025 ; https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-
campaign-assessment-january-12-2025

[24] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-winter-spring-2024-offensive-
operation-kharkiv-luhansk-axis ; https://isw.pub/UkrWaro21625

[25] https://isw.pub/RusCampaignJuly3; https://isw.pub/UkrWar102422;
https://isw.pub/RusCampaignOct10; https://isw.pub/RusCampaignOct3

[26] https://isw.pub/UkrWaro11425; https://isw.pub/UkrWaro10925
[27] https://isw.pub/UkrWaro32825; https://isw.pub/UkrWaro31825

[28] https://isw.pub/UkrWaro33125; https://isw.pub/UkrWaro31825;
https://isw.pub/UkrWaro31725

[29] https://www.interfax dot ru/russia/1017685

https://www.rbc dot ru/politics/01/04/2025/67ebd6189a79476f441522a1; http://publication dot
pravo.gov.ru/document/0001202504010029 ; https://t.me/istories_media/9286;
https://t.me/istories_media/9286

[30] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
december-1-2024

[31] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
december-9-2024

[32] https://t.me/mod_russia/50792
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[33] https://t.me/zsu820dshbr/889; https://t.me/creamy_ caprice/8791

[34] https://t.me/boris_rozhin/159913; https://t.me/rybar/69313; https://t.me/yurasumy/22185;
https://t.me/wargonzo/25662

[35] https://t.me/tass_agency/308796; https://t.me/dva_majors/68062;
https://t.me/yurasumy/22185

[36] https://t.me/wargonzo/25671
[37] https://t.me/utac_team/95; https://x.com/neonhandrail /status/1906911792238076268

[38] https://t.me/dva_majors/68062; https://t.me/Sladkov_plus/12798;
https://t.me/voenkorKotenok/63242

[39]
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbido2Jems5VVQvanXVrtfcdpuTqD6kUpqgaQe71

QtaZ1WayXffiE8ezeQd411GNdJ9gW9DmQI;
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pftbidoYWx5Pa8HPxF6 BmGMx57bbFYUrED7aU7
h1ggabL.Xn29B8ghFqbxi1B7z5DGXzXtwKl; https://t.me/Khortytsky_wind/7216;
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/ptbido2KAsL35JfXMpUUyfVXaw3NxHsBBevbdh
1dYFEoKHnrgAaK3DggoVpJrYyGocRKVFHI

[40] https://armyinform.com dot ua/2025/04/01/vorog-sydyt-u-pidvalah-bo-nerealno-vyhodyty-u-
vovchansku-efektyvno-praczyuyut-ukrayinski-drony/

[41] https://t.me/ab3army/5378
[42] https://t.me/yurasumy/22183 ; https://t.me/tass_agency/308784

[43]
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbido2Jem5VVQvanXVrtfcdpuTqD6kUpqgaQe71

QtaZ1WayXffiE8ezeQd411GNdJogW9oDmQI ;
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pftbidoYWx5Pa8HPxF6 BmGMx57bbFYUrED7aU7
h1ggobL.Xn29B8ghFqbxi1B7z5DGXzXtwKl ; https://t.me/Khortytsky_wind/7216 ;
https://t.me/tass_agency/308775

[44] https://suspilne dot media/kharkiv/984187-linia-frontu-nezminna-vze-kotrij-misac-aki-cili-
rosian-na-kupanskomu-napramku-pidrozdil-ahilles/

[45]
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbido2Jcm5VVQvanXVrtfcdpuTqD6kUpgaQe71

QtaZ1WayXffiE8ezeQd411GNdJogW9DmQI ;
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