Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, April 10, 2023
Kateryna Stepanenko, Karolina Hird, Grace Mappes, Nicole Wolkov, Layne Philipson, and Frederick W.
Kagan
April 10, 7pm ET

Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is updated daily
alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. These
maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic
frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive monthly.

Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin is reportedly advancing his political aspirations by seeking to
gain control of a Russian political party. Russian opposition outlet Meduza reported that Wagner Group financier
Yevgeny Prigozhin’s growing cooperation with members of the A Just Russia — For Truth party likely indicates that
Prigozhin seeks to gain control over the party.[1] Meduza noted that four members of the party left to form a new movement,
with some members citing the rapprochement between party leader Sergey Mironov and Prigozhin as the reason for their
exit.[2] ISW has consistently reported on the growing relationship between Mironov and Prigozhin and assessed that
Mironov’s advocacy for recognition of Wagner in Russia could trigger further fractionalization within the Kremlin.[3] Two
Kremlin sources and one St. Petersburg government insider claimed that Prigozhin is pursuing a leadership position within
A Just Russia — For Truth’s St. Petersburg branch to compete with St. Petersburg Governor Alexander Beglov for influence
in the city. Meduza’s sources claimed that Prigozhin previously was interested in investing in the “Motherland” political
party and may be interested in pursuing a position on the federal level. Mironov, in turn, is likely attempting to revive his
political influence and use Prigozhin as a patron for his political ambitions. Meduza’s interlocutors indicated that the
Russian Presidential Administration is unlikely to allow Prigozhin to gain control of the A Just Russia — For Truth party
due to Prigozhin’s conflict with administration officials and with Beglov.

The Russian Foreign Ministry (MFA) directly responded to Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin’s
criticisms of its agenda for Russia’s presidency of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), marking
the first time that a Russian government institution has formally responded Prigozhin’s criticism. Prigozhin
criticized the MFA’s work in Africa on April 7, claiming that the Russian MFA does “absolutely nothing” and that Wagner
forces face “enormous difficulties” when interacting with the MFA and other government institutions in the region.[4] The
MFA responded to Prigozhin’s criticism on April 9 and said that it is ready to cooperate with Russian businesses and
entrepreneurs to promote Russian businesses abroad and that a number of upcoming events under Russia’s UNSC
chairmanship are dedicated to African issues.[5] Prigozhin then responded to the MFA, questioning its ability to solve
problems through the UNSC, and published a list of 15 issues that Prigozhin believes require urgent discussion at the UNSC,
most of which relate to support for Russia’s actions in Ukraine and Africa.[6]

The Russian MFA’s attack on Prigozhin is a continuation of the Kremlin’s efforts to discredit and
undermine Prigozhin. The MFA, other Russian government institutions, and Kremlin affiliates likely seek to shut down
any attempts by Prigozhin to garner public or political support. The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) refused to name
Wagner forces as participants in the battle of Bakhmut, referring instead to “assault detachments.”[77] Kremlin
Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov indirectly accused Prigozhin of deliberately exposing conflicts between the MoD and
Wagner.[8] Russian political scientist Aleksey Mukhin — who contributes to the Kremlin-affiliated Valdai Discussion Club
and Russian state media — criticized Prigozhin for pursuing political objectives that endanger Wagner forces in
Bakhmut.[9] Prigozhin likely criticized the Russian MFA agenda in the UNSC in an effort to portray himself as a capable
statesman able to influence foreign affairs and to garner support from the Russian ultranationalist community. Prigozhin
continues to attempt to aggrandize himself by exaggerating Wagner forces’ role in Russian successes in Ukraine and using
his prominence in the Russian nationalist information space to criticize the Russian government.[10]

Russian milbloggers adamantly decried the charging of Russian military doctor and “Union of Donbas
Volunteers” member Yuri Yevich for “discrediting the Russian armed forces,” suggesting that the broad
applications of this new law will likely be a growing source of discontent in the pro-war information
space. Russian authorities reportedly charged Yevich under the discreditation law because of a lecture on tactical medicine
he gave to Rosgvardia employees, which someone reported to the authorities as offering a “negative assessment” of Russian
forces.[11] Yevich fought with Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) militias in Donbas after 2014 and was a part of the "Union
of Donbas volunteers” following the full-scale invasion in 2022.[12] Yevich became popular in the pro-war Russian
information space for popularizing and advocating for the application of tactical combat medicine on the
battlefield.[13] Several pro-war milbloggers and commentators seized on the news of Yevich’s arrest and criticized Russian
authorities for targeting someone whom they deem to be a true Russian patriot.[14] Many milbloggers noted that Yevich’s
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charging will become a carte blanche for Russian authorities to sanction every Russian soldier, volunteer, and patriot and
questioned the legitimacy of both the case against Yevich and the law itself.[15] Yevich likely presented an important truth
regarding the state of Russian combat medicine to an internal audience and was arrested for it. If the Kremlin uses this law
to shut down honest critiques of the performance of Russian forces or the Russian government even during internal
discussions it runs a very high risk of repeating the kinds of fundamental errors that led to the failure of the initial Russian
plans and campaign in February 2022.

The Russian State Duma will consider an amendment to the Russian Criminal Code increasing criminal
penalties for high treason and terrorist activities on April 13.[16] The Russian State Duma Committee on State
Construction and Legislation approved amendments to the Russian Criminal Code that would introduce life prison
sentences for high treason and increase prison sentences for terrorist activities, including conducting terrorist activities,
aiding terrorist activities, sabotaging transport and health infrastructure and, organizing and participating in a terrorist
society.[17] The Russian Criminal Code’s definition of treason is likely intentionally vague, including espionage, passing
state secrets to foreign governments or their representatives, and providing financial, logistical, consulting, or other
assistance to foreign organizations engaged in activities directed against Russian state security.[18] Such legislative
manipulations are part of a larger domestic effort to encourage self-censorship and codify conditions for domestic
repressions, as ISW has previously reported.[19]

Russian Minister of Defense Sergey Shoigu met with Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko in
Minsk, Belarus, on April 10. Shoigu and Lukashenko mainly used the meeting to reiterate boilerplate rhetoric that
emphasized the strength of Russian and Belarusian bilateral cooperation and blamed NATO and the collective West for
threatening Belarusian territorial integrity.[20] Lukashenko expressed his gratitude that Russia maintains a military
presence in Belarus and accused Poland and Lithuania of threatening the Belarusian borders, while Shoigu thanked
Lukashenko for providing Belarusian training grounds for the use of Russian troops.[21]

Key Takeaways

¢ Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin is reportedly advancing his political aspirations by
seeking to gain control of a Russian political party.

e Putin may be unable to satisfy the role of a patron to loyalist figures to the same extent as he
had been able to before the full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

¢ The Russian Foreign Ministry (MFA) directly responded to Wagner Group financier Yevgeny
Prigozhin’s criticisms of its agenda at the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), marking
the first time that a Russian government institution has formally responded to Prigozhin’s
criticism.

e The Russian Foreign Ministry (MFA) attack on Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin is a
continuation of the Kremlin’s efforts to discredit and undermine Prigozhin.

¢ Russian milbloggers adamantly decried the charging of Russian military doctor and “Union of
Donbas Volunteers” member Yuri Yevich for “discrediting the Russian armed forces,”
suggesting that the broad applications of this new law will likely be a growing source of
discontent in the pro-war information space.

¢ The Russian State Duma will consider an amendment to the Russian Criminal Code increasing
criminal penalties for high treason and terrorist activities on April 13.

¢ Russian Minister of Defense Sergey Shoigu met with Belarusian President Alexander
Lukashenko in Minsk, Belarus, on April 10.

¢ Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks along the Svatove-Kreminna line.

¢ Russian forces continued to make territorial gains in and around Bakhmut, and continued
ground attacks on the Avdiivka-Donetsk City line.

¢ Russian forces continued defensive preparations in Kherson and Zaporizhia oblasts.

e Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin criticized Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD)
prisoner recruitment efforts, likely in an effort to advertise ongoing Wagner volunteer
recruitment campaigns.

¢ Wagner forces are reportedly continuing to commit war crimes by beheading Ukrainian
servicemen in Bakhmut.

¢ Russian officials and occupation authorities continue to deport children to Russia under the
guise of medical, rehabilitation, and voluntary evacuation schemes.
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-covered in Western
media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We will
continue to evaluate and report on the effects of these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and
the Ukrainian population and specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn
these Russian violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even though
we do not describe them in these reports.

e Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts)

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into
eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast

Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

Activities in Russian-occupied areas

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the remainder of
Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks along the Svatove-Kreminna line on April 9 and 10. The Ukrainian General
Staff reported that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful offensive actions northwest of Kreminna near Makiivka and
Chervonopopivka (within 21km northwest of Kreminna), and south of Kreminna near Kuzmyne, Dibrova, Bilohorivka, and
Verkhnokamianske (all within 3 to 18km south of Kreminna).[22] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces
conducted unsuccessful ground attacks near Yampolivka, Torske, Nevske, and Makiivka (all within 14 to 21km west or
northwest of Kreminna).[23] The milblogger also claimed that Russian forces gained new positions in the Serebrianska
forest area (10km south of Kreminna).[24] Ukrainian Eastern Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Serhiy Cherevaty
stated on April 9 that seven engagements occurred in the Kupyansk-Lyman direction.[25] Chechen Republic Head Ramzan
Kadyrov published footage on April 8 that purportedly shows Chechen "Akhmat” Special Forces and elements of the 4th
Brigade of the 2nd Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) Army Corps operating near Kreminna and Bilohorivka (10km south
of Kreminna).[26] A Russian BARS (Combat Reserve)- affiliated source published footage on April 9 that reportedly shows
the BARS-14 Battalion operating on the Svatove-Kreminna line.[27] Several Russian milbloggers posted footage on April 8
and 9 that claims to show Russian Airborne (VDV) units operating near Kreminna.[28]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian Objective: Capture the entirety of Donetsk
Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Russian forces continued to make territorial gains in and around Bakhmut on April 9 and 10 but likely continue to suffer
significant casualties. Geolocated footage posted on April 9 and 10 shows that Russian forces made marginal advances
northwest of Khromove (2km west of Bakhmut), in southwest Bakhmut, and north of Sacco i Vanzetti (15km north of
Bakhmut.[29] Ukrainian Spokesperson for the Eastern Group of Forces Colonel Serhiy Cherevaty stated on April 9 that
Russian Airborne (VDV) forces began to appear in Bakhmut likely to reinforce conventional, rather than Wagner Group,
forces.[30] Ukrainian Ground Forces Commander Colonel General Oleksandr Syrskyi stated on April 10 that Ukrainian
forces have exhausted Wagner forces so much that the Russian military command has had to send SPETSNAZ and VDV
elements to Bakhmut.[31] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces made advances in northwestern Bakhmut and
in central Bakhmut near the railway on April 9 and 10.[32] A milblogger claimed on April 10 that Russian forces made
advances in central and southern Bakhmut.[33] Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) Head Denis Pushilin claimed to visit
Bakhmut and presented DNR awards to Wagner Group fighters.[34] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian
forces repelled Russian ground attacks in Bakhmut and near Bohdanivka (6km northwest of Bakhmut) and Khromove.[35]

Russian forces continued to conduct ground attacks along the Avdiivka-Donetsk City line on April 9 and 10. The Ukrainian
General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian ground attacks near Avdiivka, Novokalynove (9km north of
Avdiivka), Berdychi (7km northwest of Avdiivka), Sieverne (6km west of Avdiivka), Pervomaiske (10km southwest of
Avdiivka), Vodyane (6km southwest of Avdiivka), and Marinka.[36] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces made
marginal advances near Krasnohorivka (5km north of Avdiivka), Novokalynove, and Novobakhmutivka (9gkm northwest of
Avdiivka).[37] Other Russian milbloggers claimed that fighting continued near Keramik (10km north of Avdiivka), Sieverne,
Pervomaiske, and Pobieda (5km southwest of Donetsk City).[38] Geolocated footage posted on April 9 shows that Russian
forces made a marginal advance in southwestern Marinka.[39]

A Ukrainian official indicated that the tempo of Russian offensive operations in the Donetsk direction is slowing, and that
Russian forces are engaging in defensive preparations. Ukrainian Joint Press Center of the Tavriisk Direction Head Colonel
Oleksiy Dmytrashkivskyi stated on April 9 that the tempo of Russian ground attacks has decreased in this sector of the front
and that Russian forces are now shelling at a rate one third less than that of February 2023.[40] Dmytrashkivskyi also
reported that Russian forces have concentrated 205 battalion tactical groups (BTGs) in the Donetsk direction out of fear of
a Ukrainian counteroffensive.[41] These BTGs are unlikely to be at full strength, however.

Russian forces did not conduct any confirmed ground attacks in western Donetsk Oblast on April 9 and 10. A Russian

milblogger claimed on April 9 that Ukrainian forces conducted an unsuccessful ground attack near Novosilka (42km
northwest of Vuhledar).[42]
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Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions and secure
rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Russian forces continued defensive preparations in Kherson and Zaporizhia oblasts on April 9 and 10. The Ukrainian
General Staff reported that Russian forces continued building defensive lines and fortifications in the Kherson and
Zaporizhia directions on April 9 and 10.[43] Ukrainian Joint Press Center of the Tavriisk Direction Head Colonel Oleksiy
Dmytrashkivskyi stated on April 9 that Russian forces are intensively equipping and mining defensive positions in
Zaporizhia Oblast and have concentrated 113 battalion tactical groups (BTGs) in this direction out of fear of a Ukrainian
counteroffensive.[44] It is however highly unlikely that any of these BTGs are at full strength or operating in a manner
consistent with Russian doctrine considering widespread Russian manpower and equipment losses in previous phases of
the war. Satellite imagery shows that Russian forces constructed additional fortifications around Vasylivka, Zaporizhia
Oblast between March 2 and March 22.[45] A local Kherson Oblast Telegram channel reported on April 10 that Russian
forces are attempting to simulate their withdrawal from Nova Kakhovka to mislead Ukrainian troops and disrupt Ukrainian
counteroffensive plans.[46]

Russian forces conducted artillery and missile strikes throughout southern Ukraine on April 9 and 10. The Ukrainian
General Staff reported on April 10 that Russian forces launched two S-300 missiles at civilian objects in Zaporizhia Oblast
over the past day.[47] Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command stated on April 9 that six Russian Su-35 aircraft attacked
the Beryslav area of Kherson Oblast with guided aerial bombs and Kh-31 anti-radar missiles on the night of April 8 to
9.[48] Russian forces continued routine shelling of Kherson, Mykolayiv, Zaporizhia, and Dnipropetrovsk oblasts on April 9
and 10.[49] A Russian milblogger posted footage reportedly showing Russian forces using a TOS-1A thermobaric artillery
system to strike Ukrainian positions near Ochakiv, Mykolayiv Oblast.[50] Another Russian milblogger noted that artillery
units of the 58® Combined Arms Army (Southern Military District) struck Ukrainian positions in Orikhiv, Zaporizhia Oblast
on April 8.[51]
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Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat power without
conducting general mobilization)

Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin criticized the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) for its efforts to recruit
prisoners, likely in an effort to advertise ongoing Wagner volunteer recruitment campaigns. Prigozhin responded to a media
inquiry about Russian MoD recruitment of prisoners on 18-month contracts, stating that Wagner was first to recruit
prisoners because it was felt that convict forces would damage the image of the Russian conventional forces.[52] Prigozhin
emphasized that Wagner convicts served only for six months. Prigozhin insinuated that the Russian MoD would treat
convicts worse than Wagner treated them to further advertise recruitment into Wagner and discredit the MoD’s recruitment
efforts. The insinuation seems odd given that Wagner reportedly used convicts in human wave attacks that cost thousands
of them their lives. A local Yekaterinburg outlet reported that Wagner established mobile recruitment points in at least eight
towns in Sverdlovsk Oblast offering salaries of 240,000 rubles (about $2,940) with bonuses.[53] Prigozhin’s press service
also published a recruitment ad for prospective volunteers between 21 and 60 years of age.[54]

Wagner forces are reportedly continuing to commit war crimes by beheading Ukrainian servicemen in Bakhmut. Russian
social media users published footage purportedly showing the remains of a head belonging to a Ukrainian serviceman on a
spike at an unspecified area in Bakhmut.[55] Social media users recalled similar instances of skulls mounted on spikes in
Popasna, Luhansk Oblast, where Wagner troops operated over spring—summer of 2022.[56] The Geneva Convention
prohibits the mutilation and despoilment of dead bodies in war.[57]

Russian federal subjects are continuing to expand domestic volunteer recruitment efforts. A Russian online news aggregator
reported that Moscow officials launched an online volunteer recruitment website advertising contract service for Moscow
residents.[58] Head of the Republic of Bashkortostan Radiy Khabirov stated that the republic is entertaining proposals to
form another volunteer motorized rifle regiment and announced the deployment of the “Vatan” volunteer battalion to
Ukraine over the upcoming days.[59] A local Khabarovsk Krai outlet reported that the region is recruiting personnel for the
“Khabarovsk” and “Kofra“ volunteer battalions.[60] The outlet noted that the Khabarovsk volunteer battalion is open to all
civilians with or without military training, whereas the “Kofra” signals battalion is recruiting volunteers with past signals
experience or civilian professional experience in the field. Khabarovsk Krai officials are planning to form an infantry
battalion with mortar elements and drone operators.

Russian sources complained about the mediocre performance of the Russian “Nevsky” volunteer detachment — complaints
that likely apply to other Russian volunteer battalions operating in Ukraine. A Russian milblogger claimed that the Nevsky
volunteer detachment — which now calls itself a brigade - conducted mediocre assaults on Ukrainian positions through a
minefield without armor or artillery.[61] The milblogger claimed that the detachment has some professional servicemen but
that many contract servicemen are leaving their units. The milblogger also published footage showing one Nevsky
serviceman accidentally shooting at another Russian serviceman.[62] Nevsky detachment is continuing to recruit personnel
for a wide variety of positions.[63]

Russian businessmen and personnel are continuing to exploit the Russian war effort for their benefit. The Moscow City
Court canceled the international warrant for Russian businessman Alexander Dagutsy who reportedly transferred $24
million USD abroad after he had reportedly joined the 108th Guards Kuban Cossack Air Assault Regiment.[64] A Russian
Telegram channel claimed that Russian military personnel and private military companies are participating in illegal arms
exchanges and are selling weapons to locals in Russian border areas.[65]

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative control of annexed
areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian civilians into Russian sociocultural, economic, military, and
governance systems)

Russian officials and occupation authorities continue to deport children to Russia under the guise of medical, rehabilitation,
and voluntary evacuation schemes. The Ukrainian Office of the General Prosecutor issued a notice of suspicion against a
Crimea-based businesswoman under accusations that she has helped deport 1,000 Ukrainian children and 64 guardians to
Sevastopol, Crimea, under the guise of tourism and voluntary evacuation.[66] Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR)
Ambassador to Russia Rodion Miroshnik claimed on April 10 that Russia has returned 10 Ukrainian children and their
mothers to Horlivka, Luhansk Oblast, after they reportedly received medical treatment at the Klyazma sanitorium in
Moscow Oblast.[67] Ukrainian news outlet Suspilne Novosti on April 10 shared the story of a 16-year-old boy whom Russian
forces had illegally transported to a political re-education camp after he had spent two weeks resting at the “Dream”
sanatorium in Yevpatoria, Crimea.[68] Suspilne Novosti amplified reports that Russian occupation authorities continue to
brainwash Ukrainian children at re-education camps in Russia, coercing them to abandon their Ukrainian identity and
instead show pro-Russia sentiment.[69] LNR head Leonid Pasechnik claimed on April 9 that occupation authorities have
conducted professional medical evaluations on more than 94,000 Ukrainian children in occupied Luhansk Oblast,
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thousands of whom Russian occupation officials have since deported to Russia for medical treatment.[70] Ukrainian Deputy
Prime Minister Iryna Vereschuk stated on April 10 that Russia is illegally holding 4,396 deported Ukrainian children in
Russia and announced that Ukraine is forming an international coalition to return the children to Ukraine.[71]

Russian federal subjects continue to formalize patronage-like partnerships in an effort to bring the standard of living in
occupied territories up to the Russian standard. Russian Minister of Health Mikhail Murashko announced that the
Henichesk Central District Hospital in Kherson Oblast will become the leading medical institution in occupied Kherson
Oblast. Murashko stated that Krasnodor Krai has allocated 200 million rubles (about $2.5 million) to sponsor repairs and
the purchase of modern medical equipment. Murashko set out measures to complete the repair of old and construction of
new buildings at the facility by the end of 2023.[72]

Significant activity in Belarus (ISW assesses that a Russian or Belarusian attack into northern Ukraine in
early 2023 is extraordinarily unlikely and has thus restructured this section of the update. It will no longer
include counter-indicators for such an offensive.)

ISW will continue to report daily observed Russian and Belarusian military activity in Belarus, but these
are not indicators that Russian and Belarusian forces are preparing for an imminent attack on Ukraine
from Belarus. ISW will revise this text and its assessment if it observes any unambiguous indicators that
Russia or Belarus is preparing to attack northern Ukraine.

Russian and Belarusian forces continued combat training in Belarus on April 9 and 10. The Belarusian Ministry of Defense
(MoD) posted footage and imagery of Belarusian forces conducting exercises as part of an ongoing combat readiness
check.[73] The Ukrainian General Staff noted on April 10 that certain unspecified Russian units continue to serve on
Belarusian territory but reiterated that there are no signs of the formation of a Russian offensive group in Belarus.[74] The
Ukrainian Resistance Center cited Belarusian partisans on April 10 who reported that Russian forces are training with the
Belarusian 38th Separate Guards Air Assault Brigade at the Brest training ground in Brest Oblast and that there are growing
frictions between Russian and Belarusian forces during training.[75]

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly available
information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western reporting and social media as
well as commercially available satellite imagery and other geospatial data as the basis for these reports.
References to all sources used are provided in the endnotes of each update.
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