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Note: The data cut-off for this product was 10:45am ET on April 3. ISW will cover subsequent
reports in the April 4 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

Russia seeks to leverage ongoing ceasefire and future peace negotiations to seize large amounts
of territory in Ukraine and install a pro-Russian puppet government in Kyiv but will likely
continue military operations in Ukraine if the Kremlin is unable to achieve a full Ukrainian
surrender through diplomacy. Bloomberg reported on April 3, according to sources in Moscow familiar
with the matter, that the Kremlin is "counting on US President Donald Trump to deliver an acceptable peace deal
in Ukraine," but is prepared to continue the war if it is not able to secure its goals through negotiations with the
United States.[1] The sources also claimed that the Kremlin is not concerned by Trump's recent statement that
the United States is willing to introduce additional sanctions targeting Russian oil and secondary sanctions
against buyers of Russian oil if Russian President Vladimir Putin does not make progress towards a general
ceasefire.[2] The US Office of the Director of National Intelligence's (ODNI) 2025 Annual Threat Assessment
stated that Russia is leveraging its control of the theater-wide initiative and ongoing political and information
efforts amid negotiations to end the war in Ukraine to achieve significant concessions from Ukraine and the
West.[3] The ODNI report assessed that Putin is "probably" more willing to incur the risks of a longer war than
to agree to an end to the war that is unfavorable to Russia. The ODNI report further assessed that Putin "appears
resolved and prepared to pay a very high price to prevail in what he sees as a defining time in Russia’s strategic
competition with the United States, world history, and his personal legacy." The ODNI assessment that Putin
remains committed to pursuing Ukrainian surrender through both diplomatic and military means is consistent
with ISW's assessment that Putin is leveraging ongoing negotiations to secure additional concessions from
Ukraine and the West as part of its long-term pursuit of total Ukrainian surrender.[4]

Russia is facing significant military and economic challenges that could seriously compromise
Russia's ability to wage its war in Ukraine, factors that could increase the Kremlin's desire to
accomplish its objectives in a mediated ceasefire or peace negotiation in the short-term if
possible. The ODNI report assessed that Russia has suffered significant casualties in Ukraine and that Russia
must contend with the poor quality of its new recruits.[5] The ODNI report assessed that the Russian economy
is facing significant challenges as Russia continues to balance resource allocation between defense industrial
production and civilian sectors. US European Command (EUCOM) Commander and NATO Supreme Allied
Commander Europe (SACEUR) General Christopher Cavoli stated on April 3 that Russian forces have lost over
4,000 tanks in Ukraine.[6] Cavoli stated that Russia started the war with a total of 13,000 tanks and are "starting
to approach near the end" of the viable tanks in storage. Cavoli noted that Russia has expanded its capability to
produce shells, cruise missiles, and first-person view (FPV) drones and that Russia is preparing either to continue
offensive operations in Ukraine or to launch a future campaign against a NATO member state. Cavoli stated that
the war in Ukraine has "distorted" the Russian economy and "turbocharged" the Russian defense industry at the
expense of Russia's civilian economic sector and that it may be difficult for Russia to "unwind" this imbalance.
Cavoli assessed that Russia will be able to replace the significant personnel losses incurred in Ukraine ahead of
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a future conflict in Europe but noted that Russia's ability to replace materiel losses is contingent on Ukraine's
ability to inflict greater losses. ISW previously noted that Russia's ongoing and forecasted economic struggles
are closely tied to Russian losses on the battlefield and that it is not possible for the United States or the wider
West to exert maximum pressure on Russia with economic tools alone.[7] The United States can leverage Russian
vulnerabilities and achieve a stronger negotiating position by continuing — or increasing — military aid to
Ukraine such that Ukrainian forces can continue to inflict significant manpower and materiel losses on Russia.

The US Treasury Department announced on April 2 that the United States lifted sanctions on
Karina Rotenberg, the wife of Russian businessman and oligarch Boris Rotenberg.[8] The
Treasury Department did not provide an explanation for lifting sanctions against Karina Rotenberg. Boris
Rotenberg, a close ally of Russian President Vladimir Putin, is the co-owner of the Stroygazmontazh group —
Russia's largest construction company for gas pipelines and electrical power supply lines.[9] The US first
sanctioned Boris Rotenberg in 2014 after Russia's annexation of Crimea.[10]

Key Takeaways:

o Russia seeks to leverage ongoing ceasefire and future peace negotiations to seize large
amounts of territory in Ukraine and install a pro-Russian puppet government in Kyiv but
will likely continue military operations in Ukraine if the Kremlin is unable to achieve a full
Ukrainian surrender through diplomacy.

e Russia is facing significant military and economic challenges that could seriously
compromise Russia's ability to wage its war in Ukraine, factors that could increase the
Kremlin's desire to accomplish its objectives in a mediated ceasefire or peace negotiation
in the short-term if possible.

e The US Treasury Department announced on April 2 that the United States lifted sanctions
on Karina Rotenberg, the wife of Russian businessman and oligarch Boris Rotenberg.

e Ukrainian forces advanced near Pokrovsk. Russian forces advanced in Kursk and
Belgorod and near Lyman, Toretsk, Kurakhove, and Velyka Novosilka.

e The Russian State Duma adopted a bill on April 3 to grant veteran status to Russian
military personnel and volunteer formations that fought in Kursk Oblast.
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Assessed Control of Terrain in the Russo-Ukrainian War

April 3, 2025 at 1:30 PM EST
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-covered in
Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and
Jorecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of these criminal activities
on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and specifically on combat in
Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian violations of the laws of armed conflict
and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against humanity even though we do not describe
them in these reports.

e Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation
e Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border with
Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into
eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
e Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

o Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign

e Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

e Russian Technological Adaptations

e Activities in Russian-occupied areas

e Significant Activity in Belarus

Alleged Ceasefire Violations

Ukraine and Russia have not yet concluded a maritime ceasefire agreement due to ongoing Russian demands
for Western sanctions relief. Negotiations regarding the conditions of the ceasefire on strikes against energy
infrastructure are ongoing, and the resolution of these negotiations remains unclear.

Russian sources continued to claim without evidence that Ukrainian forces violated the temporary energy
infrastructure strikes ceasefire. The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on April 3 that Ukrainian forces
struck electrical substations in Bryansk Oblast and occupied Zaporizhzhia Oblast on April 2.[11] Russian Foreign
Ministry Spokesperson Maria Zakharova claimed on April 3 that Ukrainian forces have conducted over 30 strikes
on Russian energy facilities since March 18, when Russian President Vladimir Putin announced the unilateral
suspension of Russian strikes against Ukrainian energy infrastructure.[12]

The Ukrainian General Staff reported on April 3 that Ukrainian forces are adhering to the terms of the temporary
ceasefire on energy infrastructure strikes and are conducting strikes solely on Russian military targets.[13] The
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces have violated the ceasefire several times since Ukraine, the
United, States, and Russia agreed to the temporary ceasefire on energy infrastructure strikes and struck energy
infrastructure in Kharkiv, Poltava, Dnipropetrovsk, and Kherson oblasts in late March 2025.

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

Russian forces recently advanced along the Sumy-Kursk Oblast border.
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Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on April 3 indicates that Russian forces recently
advanced in northern Guyevo, Kursk Oblast (south of Sudzha).[14]

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced to Oleshnya, Kursk Oblast
(southwest of Sudzha) and east of Basivka, Sumy Oblast (northeast of Sumy City).[15]

Russian sources claimed that fighting continues in northern Sumy Oblast northeast of Sumy City near Basivka
and Zhurvaka and that Ukrainian forces counterattacked north of Sumy City near Veselivka.[16]

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 30th Motorized Rifle Regiment (72nd Motorized Rifle Division, 44th
Army Corps [AC], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) are reportedly operating near Guyevo.[17]

Assessed Control of Terrain in the Kursk Direction

April 3, 2025 at 1:30 PM EST
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in northwestern Belgorod Oblast on April 3 but
did not advance.

Russian milbloggers claimed that fighting continued northwest of Belgorod City near Demidovka and
Popovka.[18]

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian "Anvar Spetsnaz" detachment (possibly referring to the BARS-25
"Anvar" volunteer detachment) are reportedly operating in Belgorod Oblast.[19]
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Assessed Control of Terrain in the Belgorod Direction
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Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push Ukrainian forces
back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery
range of Kharkiv City)

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Kharkiv direction on April 3 but did not
advance.

Russian forces attacked northeast of Kharkiv City near Vovchansk on April 2 and 3.[20]

The spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Kharkiv direction reported on April 3 that Russian
forces are restoring mechanized units and resupplying frontline units with ammunition.[21] The spokesperson
added that Russian activity in the direction is limited to infantry attacks and drone strikes and that the Russian
tactic of combining infantry attacks with armored vehicles has proven to be ineffective as Ukrainian forces
quickly destroy Russian mechanized units and infantry without cover.

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and northern
Donetsk Oblast)
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Assessed Control of Terrain in Luhansk Oblast
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Kupyansk direction on April 3 but did not
advance.

Russian forces attacked northeast of Kupyansk near the international border near Kamyanka on April 2 and
3.[22]

Order of Battle: Drone operators of the Russian 352nd Motorized Rifle Regiment (11th Army Corps [AC],
Leningrad Military District [LMD]) are reportedly operating in the Kupyansk direction.[23]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Borova direction on April 3 but did not
advance.

Russian forces attacked northeast of Borova near Zahryzove and Nova Kruhlaykivka, east of Borova near
Novoyehorivka and Nadiya, and southeast of Borova near Novoserhiivka and Hrekivka on April 2 and 3.[24]

Russian forces recently advanced in the Lyman direction.

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on April 3 indicates that Russian forces recently
advanced northwest of Novolyubivka (northeast of Lyman).[25]

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed on April 3 that Russian forces advanced two kilometers near
Nove (north of Lyman).[26]

Russian forces attacked north of Lyman near Katerynivka, Nove, Zelena Dolyna, and Novomykhailiva; northeast
of Lyman near Novolyubivka, Kolodyazi, and Yampolivka; and east of Lyman near Dibrova and Torske on April
2 and 3.[27]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the entirety
of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Assessed Control of Terrain in Donetsk Oblast
April 3, 2025 at 1:30 PM EST
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Siversk direction on April 3 but did not
advance.

Russian forces conducted offensive operations northeast of Siversk near Bilohorivka and east of Siversk near
Verkhnokamyanske on April 2 and 3.[28]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Chasiv Yar direction on April 3 but did not
make confirmed advances.

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed on April 3 that Russian forces advanced north of the
Dniprovskyy Pond in northwestern Chasiv Yar and towards central Chasiv Yar from positions near the Refractory
Plant.[29] A Russian source claimed on April 3 that Russian forces seized a fortified area in southern Chasiv
Yar.[30]

Russian forces conducted offensive operations north of Chasiv Yar in the direction of Novomarkove and south of
Chasiv Yar in the direction of Stupochky and Predtechyne on April 2 and 3.0

The chief sergeant of a Ukrainian fire support company operating near Chasiv Yar stated on April 3 that Russian
forces are accumulating forces along the Siversky Donets-Donbas canal, which runs through Chasiv Yar.[321 The
officer said that Russian forces use motorcycles and buggies and occasionally conduct mechanized assaults in an
attempt to advance from Chasiv Yar to Kostyantynivka (southwest of Chasiv Yar). The officer noted that
Ukrainian drone strikes are inhibiting Russian advances.

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 98th Airborne (VDV) Division are reportedly operating near Chasiv
Yar.[33]

Russian forces recently advanced in the Toretsk direction.

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on April 2 indicates that Russian forces advanced on
Mykhaila Hrushevskoho Street in central Toretsk, but this advance is not recent and likely happened in mid-
March based on weather conditions visible in the footage.[34]

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed on April 3 that Russian forces advanced to the outskirts of
Valentynivka and toward Sukha Balka (both southwest of Toretsk) and advanced in a forested area near the
Tsentralna Mine in southern Toretsk.[35] A milblogger claimed that elements of the Russian 68th Motorized
Rifle Regiment (150th Motorized Rifle Division, 8th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District
[SMD]) and the 20th Motorized Rifle Regiment (possibly a reformed Soviet unit) cleared Panteleymonivka
(southwest of Toretsk).[36]

Russian forces conducted offensive operations in Toretsk itself; west of Toretsk near Leonidivka; north of Toretsk
near Dachne, Druzhba, and Dyliivka; and northeast of Toretsk near Ozaryanivka and Krymske on April 2 and

3.[37]

A Ukrainian battalion commander operating in the Toretsk direction reported on April 3 that Russian forces are
attacking Ukrainian positions using various means, including small infantry groups, motorcycles, and all-terrain
vehicles (ATVs), and occasionally attack in large assault detachments with armored vehicle support.[38] The
battalion commander also noted that Russian forces are using stolen Ukrainian engineering maps to locate
sewage and water pipes to infiltrate Ukrainian lines.[39]

Order of battle: Elements of the Russian 102nd Motorized Rifle Regiment and 174th Separate Reconnaissance
Battalion (both of the 150th Motorized Rifle Division), 346th Spetsnaz Brigade (Russian General Staff's Main
Directorate [GRU]), and the 77th Motorized Rifle Regiment (likely a reconstituted Soviet unit) are reportedly
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operating near Dyliivka (north of Toretsk).[40] Elements of the Russian 20th Motorized Rifle Division (8th CAA,
SMD) are reportedly operating near Oleksandropil and Panteleymonivka (southwest of Toretsk).[41]

Assessed Control of Terrain in the Toretsk Direction

April 3, 2025 at 1:30 PM EST
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Ukrainian forces recently advanced in the Pokrovsk direction.

Assessed Ukrainian advances: Geolocated footage published on April 2 indicates that Ukrainian forces recently
advanced along Lenina Street in western Novoyelyzavetivka (southwest of Pokrovsk) and seized Nadiivka (west
of Novoyelyazvetivka).[42] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces advanced into the western
outskirts of Solone (southwest of Pokrovsk).[43]

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed that elements of the Russian 9oth Tank Division (41st
Combined Arms Army [CAA], Central Military District [CMD]) advanced to central Troitske and that Russian
forces seized Bohdanivka (both southwest of Pokrovsk).[44] Another Russian milblogger claimed that Russian
forces advanced southwest of Kotlyarivka (southwest of Pokrovsk).[45]

Russian forces attacked northeast of Pokrovsk near Tarasivka; east of Pokrovsk near Yelyzavetivka, Vodyane
Druhe, and Promin; south of Pokrovsk near Zelene and Vidrodzhennya (formerly Novyi Trud); and southwest of
Pokrovsk near Udachne, Novoserhiivka, Nadiivka, Uspenivka, Kotlyne, Novoukrainka, Kotlyarivka, Sukha Balka,
and Bohdanivka and toward Muravka on April 2 and 3.[46] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces
counterattacked near Solone (southwest of Pokrovsk) and that Solone is a contested "gray zone."[47]
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Russian forces recently advanced in the Kurakhove direction during a reinforced company-sized
mechanized assault.

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on April 3 indicates that Russian forces recently
advanced west along the T-0428 Andriivka-Novopavlivka highway west of Andriivka (west of Kurakhove) during
a reinforced company-sized mechanized assault.[48] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces
struck 12 Russian vehicles and completely destroyed seven vehicles involved in the assault.[49]

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced in the fields west of
Kostyantynopil (west of Kurakhove), southwest of Rozlyv (southwest of Kurakhove), and in an area up to one
kilometer deep and 1.5 kilometers wide near Bahatyr (southwest of Kurakhove).[50]

Russian forces attacked west of Kurakhove near Kostyantynopil, Oleksiivka, and Andriivka and southwest of
Kurakhove near Rozlyv on April 2 and 3.[51]

Ukrainian Khortytsia Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Viktor Trehubov reported on April 3 that Russian
reconnaissance and sabotage units recently entered Rozlyv.[52] ISW observed evidence indicating that Russian
forces likely recently seized Rozlyv as of April 1.[53]
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Russian forces recently advanced in the Velyka Novosilka direction.

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on April 3 indicates that Russian forces advanced to
the southwestern outskirts of Vesele (northwest of Velyka Novosilka).[54] The Russian Ministry of Defense
(MoD) and other Russian sources claimed that elements of the Russian 5th Tank Brigade (36th CAA, Eastern
Military District [EMD]) seized Vesele (northwest of Velyka Novosilka).[55]

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced in an area up to 1.5 kilometers
deep and one kilometer wide near Fedorivka (northwest of Vesele), up to 500 meters deep and one kilometer
wide near the Vilne Pole-Burlatske area (west of Velyka Novosilka), and south of Vilne Pole.[56]

Russian forces attacked northwest of Velyka Novosilka near Vesele, Burlatske, and Dniproenerhiya and toward
Myrne and west of Velyka Novosilka near Pryvilne, Novosilka, and Shevchenko on April 2 and 3.[57]

Order of Battle: Drone operators of the Russian 1461st Motorized Rifle Regiment (reportedly of the 36th CAA,
EMD), 5th Tank Brigade, and 14th Spetsnaz Brigade (Russian General Staff's Main Directorate) are reportedly
striking Ukrainian positions in the Velyka Novosilka direction.[58]
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Ukraine's Unmanned Systems Forces reported on April 2 that Ukrainian drone operators
recently destroyed two Russian Buk air defense systems and one Tor air defense system in an
unspecified area of Donetsk Oblast.[59] Ukraine's Unmanned Systems Forces reported that the destroyed
systems cost an estimated 50 million dollars.

Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions and
secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Russian forces continued offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on April 3 but did
not make any confirmed advances.

Unconfirmed claims: A Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger claimed on April 2 that elements of the Russian
429th Motorized Rifle Regiment (19th Motorized Rifle Division, 58th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern
Military District [SMD]) are advancing toward Kamyanske (northwest of Robotyne).[60]

Russian forces attacked north of Robotyne near Novodanylivka and northwest of Robotyne near Stepove,
Shcherbaky, Mali Shcherbaky, and Kamyanske on April 2 and 3.[61] A Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger
claimed that Ukrainian forces are counterattacking along the entire western Zaporizhia Oblast frontline.[62]

The spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Orikhiv direction stated on April 2 that the Russian
military command reinforced the 70th Motorized Rifle Regiment (42nd Motorized Rifle Division, 58th CAA,
SMD) and that the regiment intensified operations in the area.[63] The spokesperson noted that Russian forces
primarily attempt to advance at night using heat-shielding cloaks and are leveraging dry ground conditions to
probe Ukrainian defenses.

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 247th Airborne (VDV) Regiment (7th VDV Division) are reportedly
operating in Lobkove and drone operators of the Chechen “Vostok-Akhmat” Battalion are reportedly operating
near Robotyne.[64] Drone operators of the Russian ZVENO Reconnaissance Battalion are reportedly operating
in the Zaporizhia direction.[65]
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Dnipro direction on April 2 and 3 but did
not advance.[66]
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military and
civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces conducted a series of drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of April 2 to 3. The Ukrainian Air
Force reported that Russian forces launched 39 Shahed and decoy drones from the directions of Kursk City;
Millerovo, Rostov Oblast; and Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai.[67] The Ukrainian Air Force reported that
Ukrainian forces downed 28 drones over northern and eastern Ukraine and that 7 drones were “lost,” likely due
to Ukrainian electronic warfare (EW) interference. The Ukrainian Air Force reported that drone strikes affected
Kharkiv, Donetsk, and Dnipropetrovsk oblasts.

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat power
without conducting general mobilization)

The Russian State Duma adopted a bill on April 3 to grant veteran status to Russian military personnel and
volunteer formations that fought in Kursk Oblast.[68] The bill also grants veteran status to Ministry of Internal
Affairs (MVD), Rosgvardia, Federal Penitentiary Service, Investigative Committee, and other personnel who
participated in operations to repel the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast. The Kremlin's extension of veteran
status will likely further strain the Russian state budget and economy and indicates that the Kremlin continues
to prioritize appeasing the veteran population over long-term economic issues. Putin stated on December 19,
2024 that he would remedy the Russian government's mistake in failing to grant veteran status to personnel
operating in Kursk Oblast.[69]

Russian President Vladimir Putin instructed Kremlin officials on April 1 to develop a policy that will integrate
recent university graduates into the Russian military. Putin tasked the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) and
People's Front (formerly known as the All-Russia People's Front) to develop a special conscription procedure for
university graduates to serve in the military.[70]

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological innovations to
optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

Nothing significant to report.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative control of
annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian sociocultural, economic,
military, and governance systems)

ISW is suspending occupation coverage in its daily Russian Offensive Campaign Assessments. ISW is
introducing a new product line tracking activities in Russian-occupied areas of Ukraine. The occupation
updates will examine Russian efforts to consolidate administrative control of annexed areas and forcibly
integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems. Click
here to read the April 3 Russian Occupation Update.

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in Belarus and
further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks)

Nothing significant to report.

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly available
information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western reporting and social
media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other geospatial data as the basis
for these reports. References to all sources used are provided in the endnotes of each update.
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