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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool.

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that
ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse
map archive monthly.

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 12:30pm ET on August 10. ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the August 11 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.
[NOTE: Russian sources are currently shifting much of their reporting to cover the Ukrainian
incursion into Kursk Oblast and as a result are not providing the same level of detail about the
situation along the frontline in Ukraine.]

The Russian National Antiterrorism Committee announced a counterterrorism
operation in Belgorod, Bryansk, and Kursk oblasts on August 9 in response to the
Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast. The Federal Security Service (FSB) Head and National
Antiterrorism Committee Chairperson Alexander Bortnikov announced counterterrorism operations
in Belgorod, Bryansk, and Kursk oblasts in response to "sabotage and reconnaissance units"
conducting "terrorist acts" in Russia and "units of the Ukrainian armed forces" conducting a "terrorist
attack” in Kursk Oblast.[1] The counterterrorism operation allows Russian authorities to take a
number of measures, including suspending or restricting communications services, monitoring
telecommunication channels, confiscating vehicles, and entering private property.[2] Russian
authorities previously announced a counterterrorism operation in Belgorod Oblast for one day in May
2023 in response to raids by all-Russian pro-Ukrainian elements.[3] The Kremlin notably did not
elect to declare a formal state of war against Ukraine or martial law — more serious responses that
would marshal greater Russian state resources through wider, and more domestically disruptive,
mobilization.
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Note: The Claimed Limit of Ukrainian Advances layer depicts territory that Russian sources claim are Ukrainian-occupied
when there is no observed contradictory evidence that could disprove the Russian claims.

The Kremlin likely decided to declare a counterterrorism operation — as opposed to a
state of war or martial law — to downplay the scale of the Ukrainian incursion into
Kursk Oblast and prevent domestic panic or backlash — demonstrating the Kremlin's
reluctance to take more drastic measures to respond to the situation. Russian opposition
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outlet Verstka reported on August 8 that a source close to the Russian Federation Council's defense
committee stated that the Russian Presidential Administration recommended that Russian deputies
and senators not comment on the events in Kursk Oblast "until further notice" or discuss it as briefly
as possible and refer only to official statements.[4] Russian milbloggers have been suggesting that the
Kremlin formally declare war against Ukraine and criticized the Kremlin for failing to declare martial
law instead of the counterterrorism operation.[5] The declaration of martial law notably would have
allowed Russian authorities to take more drastic measures, such as prohibiting rallies and
demonstrations, enacting curfews, and organizing the production of defense articles for the
military.[6] Russian President Vladimir Putin has refrained from officially declaring a state of war,
has repeatedly demonstrated his unwillingness to transfer Russian society fully to a war-time footing,
and has forgone declaring general mobilization as part of wider efforts to prevent domestic discontent
that could threaten the stability of Putin's regime.[7]

Putin likely appointed Bortnikov as the head of the counterterrorist operation because
Bortnikov had previously proven himself to be an effective manager during crises that
threatened Russian domestic stability and the Kremlin regime. Article 13 of the Russian
federal law "On Countering Terrorism" states that "the person who made the decision to conduct a
counterterrorism operation...is the head of the counterterrorism operation and bears personal
responsibility for its conduct” — indicating that Bortnikov will head the counterterrorism
operation.[8] Bortnikov reportedly secured security guarantees for now-deceased Wagner Group
financier Yevgeny Prigozhin in negotiations to end Wagner's June 24, 2023 rebellion, and Putin
publicly praised the FSB for guaranteeing Russian security and sovereignty directly following his
reelection in March 2024.[9] The declaration of the counterterrorism operation under Bortnikov
suggests that Putin was dissatisfied with the Russian military command's handling or ability to handle
the situation in Kursk Oblast. Chief of the General Staff Army General Valery Gerasimov attempted to
portray the Northern Grouping of Forces and FSB as effectively controlling the situation and stopping
Ukrainian advances in Kursk Oblast during a meeting with Putin on August 7.[10] Putin led a meeting
of the permanent members of the Security Council on August 9 that discussed "combatting terrorism"
in Russia.[11] The Kremlin stated that Bortnikov gave a report during the meeting, and the Security
Council likely discussed the counterterrorism operation in the border area. Gerasimov is notably not a
permanent member of the Security Council and was not present at the meeting, but Russian Defense
Minister Andrei Belousov is.

A complicated command and control (C2) arrangement for the FSB-led
counterterrorism operation under Bortnikov may degrade the effectiveness of the
Russian response to Ukraine’s operation. Article 9 of the law on counterterrorism operations
states that "units and formations of the Russian Armed Forces are involved in the conduct of a
counterterrorism operation by decision of the head of the counterterrorism

operation."[12] Rosgvardia stated on August 10 that elements from Rosgvardia, the FSB, and the
Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD) are participating in the counterterrorism operation in Belgorod,
Bryansk, and Kursk oblasts.[13] The Belgorod, Bryansk, and Kursk oblasts border areas are within the
area of responsibility (AOR) of the Russian Northern Grouping of Forces, and elements under the
Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) are likely the best equipped to push Ukrainian forces back in the
area. It is unclear how the FSB and Bortnikov will establish a clear joint C2 organization among these
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disparate elements, and there will likely be friction and bureaucratic obstacles between the FSB and
other structures that will reduce Russian forces' overall combat effectiveness.

The Russian MoD appears to be relying on a combination of Russian conscripts already
operating in Kursk Oblast, elements of the Northern Grouping of Forces, and elements
redeployed from lower-priority frontline areas in Ukraine to defend against the
Ukrainian operation in Kursk Oblast, likely exacerbating the disorganization of
Russia’s chosen response. Russian milbloggers claimed on August 9 and 10 that Russian forces
began laterally redeploying some units from elsewhere on the frontline and transferring reserves to
defend in Kursk Oblast, with one milblogger claiming that Russian forces are redeploying up to nine
unspecified brigades to Kursk Oblast.[14] A prominent Ukrainian Telegram channel stated on August
9 that Russian forces redeployed elements of the following units from frontline areas to defend in
Kursk Oblast: two airborne (VDV) battalions and elements of the 810th Naval Infantry Brigade (Black
Sea Fleet [BSF]) from the Kherson direction; elements of the 38th and 64th motorized rifle brigades
(35th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Eastern Military District [EMD]) from the Zaporizhia direction;
several unspecified infantry battalions from the Pokrovsk direction in Donetsk Oblast; "bearded"
(borodatie) fighters from Luhansk Oblast (likely referring to Chechen Akhmat units); elements of the
1009th Motorized Rifle Regiment (6th CAA, Leningrad Military District [LMD]), 79th Motorized Rifle
Regiment (18th Motorized Rifle Division, 11th Army Corps [AC], LMD), 272nd Motorized Rifle
Regiment (477th Tank Division, 1st Guards Tank Army [GTA], Moscow Military District [MMD]), and
138th Motorized Rifle Brigade (6th CAA, LMD) from northern Kharkiv Oblast; an infantry battalion
of the 488th Motorized Rifle Regiment (144th Motorized Rifle Division, 20th CAA, MMD) from the
Kupyansk direction; a company of an unspecified motorized rifle brigade operating in Grayvoron
Raion, Belgorod Oblast; and a motorized rifle regiment that was operating near Sotnytskyi Kozachok,
Kharkiv Oblast.[15] The Russian military command appears to be avoiding redeploying significant
elements of combat effective units from the Pokrovsk and Toretsk sectors — Russia‘s assessed priority
sectors in eastern Ukraine.[16]

The Ukrainian source noted that these redeployments are a combination of frontline units, units with
no combat experience, conscripts, and elements of Russia’s operational reserve.[17] ISW is unable to
confirm the entirety of the Ukrainian source's claims of Russian redeployments but has observed
some corroborating reporting. Russian sources largely claimed and posted footage of elements of the
Russian 810th Naval Infantry Brigade fighting near Sudzha and Martynovka on August

10.[18] Ukrainian forces reportedly took conscripts of the 488th Motorized Rifle Regiment and the
1428th Motorized Rifle Regiment (150th Motorized Rifle Division, 8th CAA, Southern Military
District [SMD]) as prisoners of war (POWs) in Kursk Oblast.[19] ISW has also previously observed
elements of the Chechen "Aida" detachment redeploying to Kursk Oblast and elements of the
"Pyatnashka" volunteer brigade redeploying from Donetsk Oblast to Kursk Oblast.[20] A Ukrainian
military expert assessed that elements of the Russian 155th Naval Infantry Brigade (BSF) may also be
fighting in Kursk Oblast following recent reporting that the 155th Brigade was operating in northern
Kharkiv Oblast.[21]
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Russian forces' usage of conscripts and forces already in Kursk Oblast, nearby forces
fighting in northern Kharkiv Oblast, and lateral redeployments across the theater to
defend against the Ukrainian incursion is consistent with a number of likely Russian
courses of action (COAs) that ISW forecasted.[22] ISW forecasted four likely COAs involving
the forces the Russian command could choose to defend against the Ukrainian incursion, including:
COA 1, forecasting that the Russians could decide to use existing forces and conscripts already
defending in the international border area; COA 2, forecasting that the Russian command could pull
from the Northern Grouping of Forces within and nearby Kursk Oblast; and COA 3, forecasting that
Russia could redeploy operational reserves or frontline units from elsewhere in the

theater.[23] Redeployments of conscripts, elements of the Northern Grouping of Forces, and select
units from frontline areas in Ukraine suggest that the Russian military command has determined that
possible disruptions to the offensive operations in northern Kharkiv Oblast and other less-critical
frontline areas are an acceptable risk to adequately respond to the Ukrainian incursion. The Kremlin
has seemingly chosen to avoid redeployments from higher priority sectors on the frontline in Donetsk
Oblast. A prominent Russian milblogger and former Storm-Z instructor assessed that these
redeployments are weakening frontline units in other operational directions and demonstrate that
Russia largely lacks operational reserves.[24] Should the Russian command choose to keep these
redeployed reserves and frontline units in Kursk Oblast in the near- to medium-term, it will likely
further exacerbate the C2 struggles in Kursk Oblast that will likely emerge from treating the Russian
defense against Ukraine's conventional military operation as a "counterterrorism operation" that is
subordinated to the FSB and Bortnikov. These decisions can present vulnerabilities and opportunities
that Ukrainian forces can exploit.

The Russian MoD appears to be relying on select, battle-hardened units to conduct
offensive and defensive operations in its most critical sectors of the front. The Russian
command has previously laterally redeployed elements of the 155th Naval Infantry Brigade, 810th
Naval Infantry Brigade, the "Pyatnashka" volunteer brigade, and VDV units across multiple sectors of
eastern and southern Ukraine to conduct offensive operations during intense Russian offensive
efforts. The Russian 155th Naval Infantry Brigade most notably participated in the failed Russian
push for Vuhledar in late 2022 to early 2023, then fought southwest of Donetsk City near Marinka,
and deployed to participate in the Russian offensive north of Kharkiv City in May 2024 - largely
without significant rest and reconstitution.[25] The Pyatnashka Brigade defended against the
Ukrainian 2023 counteroffensive in southern Ukraine and fought for Avdiivka in the Spring of
2024.[26] The 810th Naval Infantry Brigade fought for Volnovakha and Mariupol, Donetsk Oblast,
and defended against the Ukrainian effort in east (left) bank Kherson Oblast near Krynky.[27] Many
of these units reportedly have been completely destroyed and reconstituted multiple times due to the
Russian command's reliance on them on the battlefield, and their redeployment to Kursk Oblast from
elsewhere on the frontline could degrade Russian forces' capabilities within Ukraine.

Russian forces appear to be more adequately defending against Ukrainian assaults
following the arrival of additional conscripts and more combat effective personnel
from frontline areas in Ukraine. Ukrainian forces’ rate of confirmed advances in Kursk Oblast
has slowed following the reported introduction of various Russian military units in Kursk Oblast.
Russian milbloggers claimed on August 10 that Russian forces, including elements of the Russian
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81oth Naval Infantry Brigade (Black Sea Fleet), repelled company-sized Ukrainian mechanized
assaults in the directions of Korenevo (north of Sumy City and roughly 23 kilometers north of the
international border), Snagost (south of Korenevo), Lgov, and Martynovka (northeast of Suzhda) on
the night of August 9 and 10.[28] Elements of the 810th Naval Infantry Brigade were previously
reported in both the Kharkiv and Kherson directions as of June 2024.[29] A Russian milblogger
claimed that an unspecified "newly formed and untested" Russian unit repelled a Ukrainian armored
assault near Korenevo on August 9.[30] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces, particularly
elements of the 810th Naval Infantry Brigade and the Chechen Akhmat Spetsnaz "Aida" Detachment,
seized Martynovka and Zamostye (just south of Sudzha).[31] The “Aida” Detachment was reportedly
operating in the vicinity of Vovchansk, Kharkiv Oblast as of mid-June 2024.[32] Russian milbloggers
also claimed that Russian forces re-took Makhnovka (south of Sudzha), although geolocated footage
published on August 10 indicates that Ukrainian forces maintain positions in the settlement,
assuming the footage is recent.[33]

Geolocated footage and Russian reporting from August 10 indicate that Ukrainian
forces largely maintain previously reported positions in Kursk Oblast and have
advanced slightly further than their previously confirmed positions. A Kremlin-affiliated
Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces are operating in a forest area north of Lyubimovka
(south of Korenevo).[34] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces are also maintaining
positions northwest of Sudzha near Kazachya Loknya and Yuzhny and west of Sudzha near
Zaoleshenka and Goncharovka.[35] Additional geolocated footage published on August 10 indicates
that Ukrainian forces previously held positions north of Sudzha near Cherkasskoye Porechnoye,
though this footage is likely not from the past 24 hours.[36] Geolocated footage published on August
9 indicates that Ukrainian forces maintain positions north of Sverdilkovo (northwest of Sudzha) and
within Rubanshchina (just west of Sudzha).[37] Additional geolocated footage published on August 10
indicates that Ukrainian forces maintain positions within northern Sudzha, and most Russian
milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces are operating on the western outskirts of

Sudzha.[38] Geolocated footage published on August 10 indicates that Ukrainian forces maintain
positions south of Sudzha near Melovoi and Guyevo.[39] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian
forces are continuing operations south of Sudzha along the Gornal-Guyevo-Plekhovo line, and one
Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces seized Plekhovo.[40] Russian milbloggers claimed
that Ukrainian forces also conducted isolated raids into Poroz and Mokraya Orlovka (west of Belgorod
City and along the international border), Belgorod Oblast on August 10, but that Ukrainian forces do
not maintain positions in these settlements.[41]

Russian sources claimed that they conducted a successful Iskander-M ballistic missile strike against
Ukrainian forces in Kursk Oblast. The Russian MoD claimed on August 10 that Russian forces struck
a command post of the Ukrainian forces near the Kursk Oblast border area.[42] Geolocated footage
published on August 10 purportedly shows that Russian forces struck a position of the Ukrainian
forces east of Sheptukhovka, Kursk Oblast.[43] An OSINT analyst on X reported on August 10 that the
footage published by the Russian MoD indicates that the Russian forces missed nearby vehicles of the
Ukrainian forces that they were aiming at.[44] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces
repelled a Ukrainian attack just north of Sheptukhovka near Kauchuk on the night of August 9 to

10.[45]
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Ukraine’s cross-border operation into Kursk Oblast threatens the Kremlin with a
potential political crisis regarding causalities among Russian conscripts, whom the
Kremlin has increasingly relied upon to defend the Russian state border with

Ukraine. Russian opposition and social media outlets began disseminating initial complaints from
the family members of Russian conscripts on August 10 about the involvement of Russian conscripts
in the Russian border defense operations.[46] Although these complaints are limited in number and
have not resulted in a unified movement, the Kremlin has previously expressed grave concern over
public responses to its illegal use of conscripts in combat operations. The Kremlin previously faced
notable societal backlash in the spring of 2022 for illegally committing Russian conscripts to the
frontlines in Ukraine and faced criticism for relying on conscripts to repel previous pro-Ukrainian
border raids and respond to the Wagner Group mutiny in the summer of 2023.[47] Russian President
Vladimir Putin notably attempted to appease Russian conscripts’ mothers by emphasizing on March
8, 2022, that Russia would not use conscripts in combat operations.[48] Putin, however, continued to
institute contradictory policies that further involved conscripts in the defense of the Russian-
Ukrainian international border, likely in an effort to shuffle conventional combat forces previously on
border guard duty so they could be deployed for operations in Ukraine. Putin notably signed a bill in
December 2023 allowing conscripts to serve in the Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) — the
primary Russian service responsible for border security.[49] The Kremlin may need to justify its
controversial reliance on conscripts in border security operations to appease Russian society, as Putin
had done so following controversies in 2022 and 2023. Russian State Duma Deputy and former
Deputy Commander of the Southern Military District (SMD) Lieutenant General Andrei Gurulev
recently stated on Russian state television that conscripts’ participation in combat operations is
normal given that Russia had previously used conscripts in the Soviet Union’s Afghan and Russia’s
Chechen wars.[50] Several Russian conscripts are confirmed to have been taken prisoner in Kursk
Oblast since August 6.[51]

Ukrainian forces recently struck a Russian ship and a gas platform in the western Black
Sea. Ukraine's Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported on August 10 that the GUR's
"Group 13" unit struck a Russian "Tunets" KS-701 project high-speed patrol boat near occupied
Chornomorske, Crimea on the night of August 8 to 9.[52] Geolocated footage published on August 10
shows a Ukrainian naval drone approaching the boat in Vuzka Bay, and the GUR reported that
Ukrainian naval drones also damaged three other Russian watercraft, which the GUR is working to
identify.[53] Geolocated footage published on August 10 indicates that Ukrainian forces conducted a
strike on a Russian gas platform in the Black Sea.[54] Ukrainian Navy Spokesperson Captain Third
Rank Dmytro Pletenchuk stated on August 10 that Russian forces stationed military personnel and
equipment on the platform less than a day before the strike and were using the gas platform for GPS
spoofing to endanger civilian shipping in the Black Sea, particularly to disrupt the Ukraine grain
corridor.[55]

Iran will reportedly deliver "hundreds" of ballistic missiles to Russia in the near
future. Reuters, citing multiple intelligence sources including two European intelligence
sources, reported on August 9 that Russian MoD representatives signed a contract with Iran on
December 13, 2023, for the delivery of Fath-360 close range ballistic missiles and that Iran will
deliver these missiles at an unspecified “soon” time.[56] The Fath-360 missiles have a maximum
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range of 120 kilometers and a warhead weighing 150 kilograms. Multiple intelligence sources also
told Reuters that dozens of Russian military personnel are currently training in Iran to operate Fath-
360 missile systems. Western and Ukrainian sources have previously warned that Iran may be
preparing to provide Russia with short range ballistic systems, including multiple systems with
maximum ranges and payloads significantly greater than the limits imposed upon Russia under its
Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) obligations.[57] These short-range ballistic missiles will
likely allow Russian forces to strike Ukrainian near-rear targets while reserving its own missile
stockpiles (such as Iskander missiles) for deep-rear Ukrainian targets.

Key Takeaways:

The Russian National Antiterrorism Committee announced a counterterrorism
operation in Belgorod, Bryansk, and Kursk oblasts on August 9 in response to the
Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast.

The Kremlin likely decided to declare a counterterrorism operation - as opposed
to a state of war or martial law - to downplay the scale of the Ukrainian incursion
into Kursk Oblast and prevent domestic panic or backlash - demonstrating the
Kremlin's reluctance to take more drastic measures to respond to the situation.

Putin likely appointed Bortnikov as the head of the counterterrorist operation
because Bortnikov has previously proven himself to be an effective manager
during crises that threatened Russian domestic stability and the Kremlin regime.

A complicated command and control (C2) arrangement for the FSB-led
counterterrorism operation under Bortnikov may degrade the effectiveness of
the Russian response to Ukraine’s operation.

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) appears to be relying on a combination of
Russian conscripts already operating in Kursk Oblast, elements of the Northern
Grouping of Forces, and elements redeployed from lower-priority frontline areas
in Ukraine to defend against the Ukrainian operation in Kursk Oblast, likely
exacerbating the disorganization of Russia’s chosen response.

Russian forces' usage of conscripts and forces already in Kursk Oblast, nearby
forces fighting in northern Kharkiv Oblast, and lateral redeployments across the
theater to defend against the Ukrainian incursion is consistent with a number of
likely Russian courses of action (COAs) that ISW forecasted.

The Russian MoD appears to be relying on select, battle-hardened units to
conduct offensive and defensive operations in its most critical sectors of the
front.

Russian forces appear to be more adequately defending against Ukrainian
assaults following the arrival of additional conscripts and more combat effective
personnel from frontline areas in Ukraine.
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Geolocated footage and Russian reporting from August 10 indicates that
Ukrainian forces largely maintain previously reported positions in Kursk Oblast
and have advanced slightly further than their previously confirmed positions.

Ukraine’s cross-border operation into Kursk Oblast threatens the Kremlin with a
potential political crisis regarding causalities among Russian conscripts, whom
the Kremlin has increasingly relied upon to defend the Russian state border with
Ukraine.

Ukrainian forces recently struck a Russian ship and a gas platform in the western
Black Sea.

Iran will reportedly deliver "hundreds" of ballistic missiles to Russia in the near
future.

Russian forces recently advanced near Kreminna, Toretsk, Pokrovsk, and
Donetsk City.

A Russian milblogger claimed that the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) has
begun to form the "Black Raven" strike drone volunteer unit and asked readers to
donate to the 16-million-ruble (about $184,324) goal to supply the unit with
drones and equipment.
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.

We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes
against humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.
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o Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international
border with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
e Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis
o Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign
e Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts
o Russian Technological Adaptations
o Activities in Russian-occupied areas
e Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts
o Russian Information Operations and Narratives
o Significant Activity in Belarus
Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and
approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

A prominent Russian milblogger denied on August 10 recent claims that Russian forces seized
Lukashivka, Sumy Oblast, and Sotnytskyi Kozachok, Kharkiv Oblast, and claimed that these
settlements have changed hands several times throughout the war as there are not adequate defensive
positions in which either Russian or Ukrainian forces can establish enduring positions.[58]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in northern Kharkiv Oblast, but there were no
confirmed changes to the frontline. Fighting continued north of Kharkiv City near Hlyboke and
northeast of Kharkiv City near Vovchansk and Starytsya on August 9 and 10.[59] Ukraine's Kharkiv
Group of Forces stated on August 10 that Russian forces regrouped assault groups of the 153rd Tank
Regiment (47th Tank Division, 1st Guards Tank Army [GTA], Moscow Military District [MMD]) in
preparation for future assaults and rotated elements of the 138th Motorized Rifle Brigade (6th
Combined Arms Army [CAA], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) within Vovchansk.[60]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces advanced near Kreminna on an unspecified date and continued offensive operations
along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on August 10. Geolocated footage published on August 7
indicates that Russian forces advanced northwest of Zolotarivka (south of Kreminna), but this
Russian advance likely did not occur recently.[61] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces
advanced west of Novoselivske (southeast of Kupyansk), but ISW has not observed confirmation of
this claim. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted offensive operations
southeast of Kupyansk near Stelmakhivka, Berestove, Kolisnykivka, and Tabaivka; northwest of
Kreminna near Nevske and Makiivka; and southwest of Kreminna in the Serebryanske forest area on
August 9 and 10.[62]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)
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Russian forces continued offensive operations around Siversk on August 9 and 10 but did not
advance. The Ukrainian General Staff reported on August 9 and 10 that Russian forces attacked
northeast of Siversk near Bilohorivka; east of Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske; and southeast of
Siversk near Spirne, Ivano-Darivka, and Vyimka.[63]

Russian forces did not make confirmed advances in the Chasiv Yar direction on August 9 and 10.
Russian forces continued offensive operations near Chasiv Yar; east of Chasiv Yar near Ivanivske; and
south of Chasiv Yar near Stupochky and Bila Hora.[64] A Kremlin-affiliated milblogger claimed that
Russian forces advanced in the Zhovtnevyi Microraion in Chasiv Yar, but ISW did not observe visual
evidence confirming this claim.[65] Elements of the Russian 1194th Motorized Rifle Regiment (6th
Motorized Rifle Division, 3rd Army Corps [AC]) are reportedly operating in the Oleksandro-Shultyne
(southwest of Chasiv Yar) direction.[66]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks against but do not
control.

Russian forces recently marginally advanced in the Toretsk direction and continued offensive
operations in the area on August 9 and 10. Geolocated footage published on August 9 indicates that
Russian forces advanced in northern Druzhba (east of Toretsk), and a Kremlin-affiliated milblogger
claimed that Russian forces advanced in Druzhba and expanded their control area by 400 meters in
Niu York (south of Toretsk).[67] Russian milbloggers also claimed that Russian forces advanced in
the fields west of Ozaryanivka (northeast of Toretsk) and in the fields southwest of Yurivka (south of
Toretsk), but ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims.[68] Russian forces continued
offensive operations near Toretsk, Niu York, and Dyliivka (north of Toretsk).[69] A Russian
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milblogger claimed that the Russian Center Grouping of Forces (GoF) is fighting in the Toretsk
direction and specified that elements of the newly reestablished 51st Army are operating in the Niu
York area.[70] The milblogger noted that the 132nd Motorized Rifle Brigade, "Sparta”
Reconnaissance Battalion, and "Somalia” Battalion (all part of the 1st Donetsk People's Republic
[DNR] AC) are now part of the 51st Army. Ukrainian officials previously reported that elements of the
Russian 9th Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st DNR AC) were also operating as part of the 51st Army, which
suggests that the Russian military likely reformed the Second World War-era 51st Army and formed it
from DNR military units.[71] A Kremlin-affiliated milblogger specified that engineers of the "Lavina”
Battalion of the 132nd Motorized Rifle Brigade are operating in the Horlivka direction.[72]
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Note: A Russian source claimed on August 6 that Russian forces advanced 3.5 kilometers wide and up
to 1.7 kilometers deep east of Niu York.

Russian forces likely recently seized Nevelske (southeast of Pokrovsk). Geolocated footage published
on August 9 shows Russian forces raising a Russian flag in northwestern Nevelske on the settlement’s
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westernmost administrative border, and Russian sources credited elements of the Russian 110th
Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st DNR AC) with the seizure of the settlement.[73] Russian sources also
claimed that Russian forces advanced northwest of Serhiivka (southeast of Pokrovsk) and in the field
north of Lozuvatske (east of Pokrovsk), and seized Ivanivka (east of Pokrovsk).[74] ISW had not
observed visual confirmation of these claims, however. Russian forces continued offensive operations
east of Pokrovsk near Vozdvyzhenka, Novooleksandrivka, Zelene Pole, Hrodivka, Kalynove; and
southeast of Pokrovsk near Zhelanne, Yasnobrodivka, and Karlivka on August 9 and 10.[775] The
Ukrainian General Staff specified that Russian forces launched the most attacks against the Hrodivka
and Zhelanne areas.[76] Elements of the Russian “Volga” Brigade are reportedly operating in Vesele
(southeast of Pokrovsk).[77]
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Note: A Russian source claimed on August 7 that Russian forces pushed Ukrainian forces from a position west of Zhelanne. |

Russian forces recently advanced southwest of Donetsk City near Kostyantynivka. Geolocated footage
published on August 10 shows that Russian forces advanced in southeastern and northeastern
Kostyantynivka, and advanced in the fields southeast of Vodyane.[78] Russian forces continued
attacks west of Donetsk City near Krasnohorivka and Heorhiivka; and southwest of Donetsk City near
Paraskoviivka, Kostyantynivka, Vodyane, and Oleksandrivka.[79] Drone operators of the Russian
“Kayra” detachment are reportedly operating in the Kostyantynivka area.[80]
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Elements of the Russian 11th Air Force and Air Defense Army (Eastern Military District [EMD], and
Russian Aerospace Forces [VKS]) continue to operate near Blahodatne (south of Velyka
Novosilka).[81]
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Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Positional fighting continued in western Zaporizhia Oblast near Mala Tokmachka (northeast of
Robotyne) on August 9 and 10.[82] Elements of the Russian 429th Motorized Rifle Regiment (19th
Motorized Rifle Division, 58th Combined Army Corps [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) are
reportedly operating in the western Zaporizhia direction.[83]
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Note: A Russian source claimed on August 6 that Russian forces advanced up to 1.5 kilometers deep east of
Robotyne.

22 Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%2010%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft August 10%2C 2024.png

The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted attacks in the Dnipro direction
(Kherson Oblast) on August 10.[84] Elements of the Russian 104th Guards Air Assault Regiment
(76th Guards Air Assault Division, Russian Airborne Forces [VDV]) are reportedly operating in the
Kherson direction.[85] Snipers of the Russian 8oth Separate Arctic Motorized Rifle Brigade (14th

Army Corps [AC], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) operating in the Kakhovka direction (in the east
[left] bank Kherson Oblast).[86]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Note: The Ukrainian counteroffensive layer displays areas previously assigned to the Russian control,
Russian advances, or Russian claims layers where ISW now assesses that Ukrainian forces have
established a presence beyond a short-term raid. Inclusion of an area on this layer does not imply that
ISW assesses that the area is part of any upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operation.

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian
military and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)
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Donetsk Oblast Head Vadym Filashkin stated on August 10 that Russian forces struck critical
infrastructure in Kramatorsk, Donetsk Oblast with an unspecified missile.[87]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

A Russian milblogger claimed that the Russian MoD has begun to form the "Black Raven" strike
drone volunteer unit and asked readers to donate to the 16-million-ruble (about $184,324) goal to
supply the unit with drones and equipment.[88]

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

The Kremlin continues various measures to bypass Western sanctions and mitigate their impacts on
the Russian defense industrial base (DIB). The Russian United Aircraft Corporation stated on August
10 that it manufactured a new batch of Su-30SM2 fighter jets for the Russian MoD, and that the Su-
30SM2 fighters contain Russian-produced components to replace foreign components in its
predecessor, the Su-30SM.[89] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are using Iranian-
produced 130mm OF-482M artillery shells on an unspecified area of the front line.[90]

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense
industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and
international partners)

ISW is not publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts today.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

ISW is not publishing coverage of activities in Russian-occupied areas today.
Russian Information Operations and Narratives

Russian sources once again insinuated that Ukrainian forces are violating the Chemical Weapons
Convention (CWC) by using grenades and ammunition equipped with hexachloroethane in Kursk
Oblast, including near Sudzha.[91] Hexacholoethane is widely used in smoke-producing devices and
is not banned by the CWC.[92] The Ukrainian Support Forces Command reported on August 9 that
Russian forces in Ukraine are increasing their use of chemical attacks and are largely using K-51 and
RG-VO hand gas grenades with riot control agents (RCAS) that are prohibited by the CWC.[93]

The Kremlin continues efforts to destabilize NATO-brokered peace efforts in the Balkans. Serbian
President Alexander Vucic claimed on August 10 that Russian intelligence warned him that
unspecified actors are preparing to conduct a group in Serbia with support from unspecified "Western
powers."[04]

The Kremlin continues efforts to cement its control over the Russian information space. Sources close
to Kremlin-affiliated Vkontakte (VK) social media platform told Russian opposition
outlet Verstka that VK plans to create a new "national messenger" in Russia to replace
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WhatsApp.[95] Russian officials previously announced that Russian federal censor Roskomnadzor
will crack down against users registering for anonymous social media accounts by forcing
applications, including Telegram and WhatsApp, to require phone numbers to register for an account
and to establish communications with telecommunications companies to prevent Russians from
registering accounts using gray market SIM cards.[96]

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)

Belarusian officials announced on August 10 that Belarus will strengthen its force concentrations
along the border with Ukraine in response to claims that Ukraine violated Belarusian airspace and the
ongoing Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast. Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko
announced that Belarus destroyed roughly a dozen Ukrainian drones over Belarus on the evening on
August 9 and claimed that Ukraine's supposed "provocations" will not go unanswered.[97] Belarusian
Defense Minister Viktor Khrenin announced on August 10 that Belarus considers the violation of its
airspace as a "provocation" and that Lukashenko ordered the Belarusian military to strengthen the
groupings in the Gomel and Mozyr tactical directions.[98] A Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger
called on the Belarusian government to act within the Union State framework and increase its support
for Russia's invasion of Ukraine.[99]

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and
other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are
provided in the endnotes of each update.

POWERED BY: E BABELSTREET

[1] http://nac.gov dot ru/kontrterroristicheskie-operacii/na-territoriyah-belgorodskoy-bryanskoy-i-
kurskoy.html

[2] https://www.rbc dot ru/politics/10/08/2024/66b695149a7947393ae67448
[3] https://isw.pub/UkrWaro52223 ; https://isw.pub/UkrWaro52323
[4] https://t.me/svobodnieslova/5422

[5] https://t.me/voenkorKotenok/58022 ; https://t.me/voenkorKotenok/58024; https://t.me/Alekhi
n_Telega/11184

[6] http://www.kremlin dot ru/acts/bank/17804

26 Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024
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