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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool.

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that
ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse
map archive monthly.

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:30pm ET on August 22. ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the August 23 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

The Russian military command recently redeployed elements of at least one Russian
airborne (VDV) regiment from western Zaporizhia Oblast in response to Ukraine’s
incursion into Kursk Oblast, possibly in an effort to stabilize the lines and improve
command and control (C2) over Russian conscripts. A Crimean occupation official, who had
volunteered to fight as part of the Russian 56th VDV Regiment (7th VDV Division), claimed on August
19 that his platoon redeployed from the Robotyne and Verbove area in western Zaporizhia Oblast to
“defend” Kursk Oblast.[1] A Russian relative also claimed on Telegram that elements of the 1st Assault
Company (56th VDV Regiment) began redeploying to unspecified area in Russia on August 15, and a
Russian VDV-affiliated Telegram channel announced a crowdfunding effort on August 17 in support
of elements of the 56th VDV Regiment that were reportedly already in Kursk Oblast.[2] Elements of
the 56th VDV Regiment have been operating in western Zaporizhia Oblast since at least Summer
2023.[3] ISW has also observed proprietary, commercially-available data appearing to support
reports of these redeployments. The Crimea-based Telegram channel Crimean Wind posted footage
on August 22 of Russian military trucks reportedly transferring a “large amount of military
equipment” from occupied Sevastopol and Perevalne, Crimea in the “northern direction.”[4] OSINT
analysts on X (formerly Twitter) observed tactical insignia on the trucks seen in Crimean Wind’s
footage that reportedly belongs to the 56th VDV Regiment and analyzed other footage of Russian
military equipment and trucks moving through Voronezh Oblast towards Kursk Oblast.[5] A Russian
milblogger also claimed on August 22 that elements of the 56th VDV “Brigade” were operating in
Russkaya Konopelka (just east of Sudzha and 12km from the international border) alongside former
Wagner Group elements before editing the post to claim that elements of the 11th VDV Brigade were
operating in the area.[6] Russian sources recently amplified footage purportedly showing elements of
the 11th VDV Brigade allegedly leading conscripts out of an encirclement in an unspecified area in
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Kursk Oblast, and ISW observed elements of the 11th VDV Brigade operating in the Chasiv Yar
direction in early July 2024.[7]

Ukrainian Incursion into Kursk Oblast
as of August 22, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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Note: The Claimed Limit of Ukrainian Advances layer depicts territory that Russian sources claim are Ukrainian-occupied
when there is no observed contradictory evidence that could disprove the Russian claims.
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The scale of the redeployment of the 56th VDV Regiment is unclear from available information in the
open source, although this reported redeployment is consistent with ISW’s observation that Russia
has been pulling forces from less critical sectors of the frontline such as western Zaporizhia and
Kherson oblasts.[8] The Russian military command notably redeployed elements of the Russian
810th Naval Infantry Brigade (Black Sea Fleet [BSF]) and elements of two unspecified VDV battalions
from the Kherson direction to Kursk Oblast, and ISW has also observed claims that elements of the
810th Naval Infantry Brigade were operating near Vovchansk, Kharkiv Oblast in June 2024.[9] The
Russian military command generally regards VDV and naval infantry elements as “elite” forces (even
though many Russian elite units have lost their eliteness over the course of the Russian full-scale
invasion of Ukraine) and tends to deploy these forces to prioritized directions.[10] The scale of such
redeployments serves as a greater indicator of the Russian military’s prioritization, however. ISW
continues to assess that Russian President Vladimir Putin and the Russian military will likely
continue prioritizing Russian offensive operations in eastern Ukraine — namely in the Pokrovsk and
Toretsk directions.[11] The Ukrainian General Staff notably observed a decrease in Russian combat
operations in western Zaporizhia and Kherson oblasts on August 22.[12] The effects of redeploying
elements of the 56th VDV Regiment and other elite elements from southern Ukraine will also depend
on the scale of the redeployments. The Russian military command may be redeploying limited
numbers of elite forces to improve C2 in Kursk Oblast and oversee inexperienced conscripts.

The Russian military command reportedly heavily committed elements initially
intended for the Russian offensive effort in northern Kharkiv Oblast to the defense of
Kursk Oblast. Russian opposition outlet Novaya Gazeta reported on August 19 that appeals from
relatives on Russian social media, reports about missing soldiers, and OSINT assessments indicate
that Russia has committed elements of the following units to fighting in Kursk Oblast: the 488th
Motorized Rifle Regiment's 17th and 18th battalions (144th Motorized Rifle Division, 20th Combined
Arms Army [CAA], Moscow Military District [MMD]), the 252nd Motorized Rifle Regiment (3rd
Motorized Rifle Division, 20th CAA, MMD), the 102nd Motorized Rifle Regiment's 31st Battalion
(150th Motorized Rifle Division, 8th CAA, SMD), the 9th Motorized Rifle Regiment (1st Donetsk
People's Republic [DNR] Army Corps [AC]), the 143rd Motorized Rifle Regiment (127th Motorized
Rifle Division, 5th CAA, Eastern Military District [EMD]), Chechen Akhmat Spetsnaz units, 810th
Naval Infantry Brigade (Black Sea Fleet), 22nd Motorized Rifle Regiment (72nd Motorized Rifle
Division, 44th AC, Leningrad Military District [LMD]), 25th Motorized Rifle Brigade (6th CAA, LMD),
200th Motorized Rifle Brigade (14th AC, LMD), Nizhnyi Novgorod’s "Kulibin" detachment, the DNR
"Pyatnashka" Brigade, "Veterany" 60th Motorized Rifle Brigade's "Oleg Mamiev" 3rd reconnaissance
and assault detachment and "Otvazhnye" assault squad (Russian Volunteer Corps), unspecified BARS
volunteer formations, and the 5th Anti-Aircraft Missile Brigade (6th Air Defense Army).[13] Novaya
Gazeta noted that elements of the 22nd Motorized Rifle Regiment, "Veterany" 60th Motorized Rifle
Brigade, and the 25th Motorized Rifle Brigade that were committed to Kursk Oblast were either
recently deployed or about to deploy to Vovchansk (northeast of Kharkiv City).[14] ISW has observed
that significant redeployments of elements of the Northern Grouping of Forces (which is responsible
for the Kharkiv direction) to Kursk Oblast suggest that the Russian military command has determined
that disruption to the offensive operation in northern Kharkiv Oblast is a necessary sacrifice to
appropriately respond to the Ukrainian incursion while avoiding redeployments from higher priority
sectors of the frontline.[15] The Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast will continue to generate
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theater-wide operational pressures on Russian forces, and it is unlikely that the Russian military will
be able to restrict significant disruptions to just the Northern Grouping of Forces particularly if and
when it undertakes to expel Ukrainian forces from Kursk.[16]

The Kremlin may be taking steps to address its border vulnerabilities amid the
Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast and following a series of unsuccessful long-term
efforts to improve Russian border security. Russian President Vladimir Putin met with the
heads of Bryansk, Kursk, and Belgorod oblasts and several Russian officials to discuss the updated
socio-economic situation in Russia's oblasts bordering Ukraine on August 22 amid the larger-scale
Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast and more limited Ukrainian attacks into Belgorod and Bryansk
oblasts.[17] Bryansk Oblast Head Alexander Bogomaz reported during the meeting that the Bryansk
government formed a territorial defense force during October 2023 on Putin's orders and that an
unnamed Russian airborne forces (VDV) major general commands Bryansk Oblast's territorial
defense forces. Bogomaz claimed that Rosgvardia recently provided light and heavy weapons for the
forces and stated that Rosgvardia and the territorial defense forces are currently jointly patrolling the
international border. Bogomaz asked Putin to consider financing regional territorial defense forces
from the Russian federal budget in order to alleviate strain on regional budgets and incentivize
participation in the territorial defense forces by offering regular wages to participants. Belgorod
Oblast Head Vyacheslav Gladkov also expressed his support for this initiative, and a series of Kremlin
officials, including Putin, insinuated that the Russian government will work to resolve the issue and
provide federal funding for regional territorial defense forces.

The Russian government has previously hesitated to fully allocate federal materiel to
territorial defense forces. The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) allocated military weapons and
equipment to the Belgorod and Kursk territorial defense forces in August 2023, although a Kremlin-
affiliated Russian milblogger claimed that Russian authorities would store the weapons in a
centralized, locked location and noted that it is unclear how the territorial defense forces will be able
to access the weapons in an emergency.[18] Bogomaz's claim that a VDV commander is leading
Bryansk Oblast's territorial defense forces may be indicative of the Kremlin's wider intentions to
allocate better-trained, "elite" commanders to lead units comprised of poorer-trained territorial
defense forces or conscripts. ISW previously assessed that the Kremlin may have attempted to balance
the need for increased border security with a desire to avoid empowering decentralized military
formations following the Wagner Group's armed rebellion in June 2023.[19] The Kremlin may be
recalculating such assessments in the wake of the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast, however,
and may be more willing to allocate greater materiel and manpower support to territorial defense
forces.

Putin may also hope to use this meeting and the promise of improved funding and
materiel for territorial defense units to alleviate concerns about the long-term use of
Russian conscripts for Russian border security operations. A Ukrainian source in the
military-political leadership told Ukrainian newswire RBC-Ukraine on August 21 that Putin tasked
Russian forces with repelling Ukrainian forces from Kursk Oblast by October 1 without re-deploying
forces from key frontlines areas.[20] October 1 is notably the first scheduled day of the semi-annual
conscription cycle in Russia, and Russian conscripts notably serve for 12 months - suggesting that the
130,000 personnel conscripted in October 2023 should be released from their duties in the coming
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months.[21] Russian authorities are largely relying on conscripts (in some cases under the leadership
of Russian regular and irregular forces) to defend against Ukrainian assaults in Kursk Oblast and are
likely considering how to address the upcoming outflow of conscripts from the pool of manpower
available to serve in Kursk Oblast.[22] It is unclear if the Russian military will adequately train
Russian conscripts to defend Russian border areas, and even the most experienced Russian conscripts
will likely continue to be woefully underequipped to push back the highly trained and organized
Ukrainian units attacking in Kursk Oblast. The Kremlin may attempt to press outgoing conscripts into
signing military service contracts, although ISW previously noted that the Kremlin is highly sensitive
to the societal backlash that such an effort could generate.[23]

Ukrainian forces marginally advanced throughout their salient in Kursk Oblast amid
continued Russian efforts to stop these advances on August 22. Geolocated footage
published on August 21 indicates that Ukrainian forces advanced into eastern Komarovka (south of
Korenevo and east of Sudzha), although Russian sources claimed that Russian forces repelled
Ukrainian attacks in the area.[24] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces operating
northeast of Korenevo seized Semyonovka and advanced into southern Levshinka and that Ukrainian
forces marginally advanced within northern Martynovka (northeast of Sudzha).[25] Additional
geolocated footage published on August 22 that Ukrainian forces marginally advanced within
southern Russkaya Konopelka (east of Sudzha).[26] Russian milbloggers claimed that elements of the
Russian "Dikaya Division of Donbas" including the "Arbat," "Pyatnashka," and "Sarmat" battalions re-
took Nechayev (north of Sudzha).[27] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces continued to
engage with Russian forces throughout Glushkovo, Korenevo, Sudzha, and Belovo raions in Kursk
Oblast.[28] Russian sources also claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted a reconnaissance-in-force
operation near Zabrama, Bryansk Oblast on the evening of August 21 but that Russian forces —
including Russian border guards and Chechen "Akhmat" Spetsnaz personnel - repelled the attack.[29]

Recent Russian advances in the Pokrovsk direction appear to have prompted Ukrainian
withdrawals from limited positions southeast of Pokrovsk, and Russian forces have
likely failed to achieve their apparent objective of tactically encircling Ukrainian forces
in the area. Geolocated footage published on August 22 indicates that Russian forces recently seized
Ptyche (southeast of Pokrovsk) and advanced further south of the settlement, and ISW assesses that
this confirms Russian claims that Russian forces had previously seized the remainder of the east bank
of the Karlivske Reservoir in the area.[30] Recent Russian advances south and southwest of the T-
0511 (Ocheretyne-Hrodivka) highway have leveled the Russian salient east and southeast of Pokrovsk
instead of setting conditions for the tactical encirclement of Ukrainian forces, however. Russian forces
likely aimed to advance westward of the Karlivske Reservoir from Yasnobrodivka and Karlivka in
order to encircle Ukrainian forces east of the Hrodivka-Novohrodivka-Selydove line but failed to
make such gains in concert with their advances in the direction of Novohrodivka and Selydove from
the south of the T-0511 highway.[31] Russian forces enveloped Ukrainian forces as they advanced
towards the E-50 (Donetsk City-Pokrovsk) highway in recent weeks, however, and the threat of
tactical encirclement likely prompted Ukrainian withdrawals. The spokesperson for a Ukrainian
brigade operating in the Pokrovsk direction acknowledged on August 22 that Russian advances have
encouraged Ukrainian forces to conduct withdrawals to level the front and preserve the lives of
Ukrainian personnel.[32] Several Ukrainian commanders operating in the Pokrovsk direction told
the Associated Press in an article published on August 22 that newly generated Ukrainian recruits in
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the Pokrovsk direction have retreated from positions in some instances.[33] ISW has not observed
widespread reporting of chaotic Ukrainian withdrawals in the Pokrovsk direction, and the lack of
rapid Russian tactical gains in the area suggests that Ukrainian forces managed to withdraw from
enveloped positions in recent weeks. ISW has also not observed widespread reporting of Russian
forces encircling and destroying Ukrainian personnel at positions southeast of Pokrovsk in recent
weeks, and previous conversations among Russian milbloggers about an envisioned tactical
encirclement in the area have subsided.[34]

The tempo of Russian aviation operations is reportedly decreasing throughout most of
the theater, although this decreased tempo may be temporary, and its cause is

unclear. Spokespeople for Ukrainian brigades operating in the Pokrovsk and Chasiv Yar directions
both reported a general decrease in the number of glide bomb strikes and decreased Russian aviation
activity on August 22.[35] The spokesperson for the Ukrainian brigade operating in the Pokrovsk
direction suggested that Russian aircraft shortages and Ukrainian air defense capabilities in this
sector of the front may be prompting the Russian military to decrease aviation activity.[36] ISW has
not yet observed confirmation of decreased Russian aviation operations in the Pokrovsk and Chasiv
Yar directions. Ukrainian Kharkiv Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Vitaly Sarantsev reported
on August 18 that Russian forces conducted 30 to 40 strikes per day in the Kharkiv direction a few
weeks ago but have decreased the number of glide bomb strikes to roughly one to four strikes per day
in the previous several days.[37] Sarantsev stated that Russian forces may be conducting fewer glide
bomb strikes to prioritize aviation operations in the Pokrovsk, Kursk, and Sumy directions or because
of the effects of Ukrainian strikes against Russian rear areas (likely referring to Ukrainian strikes
against Russian airfields).[38] Data available from NASA FIRMS may partially corroborate
Sarantsev's statements about the tempo of Russian aviation operations in the Kharkiv

direction.[39] Ukrainian Northern Operational Command Spokesperson Vadym Mysnyk stated on
August 15 that Russian forces launched half as many glide bombs against Sumy Oblast as compared to
August 14, although it is unclear if the decreased tempo of Russian glide bomb strikes against Sumy
Oblast will persist.[40]

Ukrainian Air Force Commander Lieutenant General Mykola Oleshchuk reported that Russian forces
launched 10 Shahed-136/131 drones from Kursk Oblast largely against frontline Ukrainian positions
in Kharkiv Oblast on the night of August 21 to 22 and that Ukrainian forces shot down two of the
drones.[41] Russian forces routinely use Shahed drones for rear area strikes against Ukraine, and the
use of Shaheds for frontline strikes may indicate that Russian forces are looking for ways to
compensate for decreased glide bomb strikes in certain sectors of the frontline. Ukraine has recently
struck several airfields within Russia and has destroyed ammunition warehouses holding glide
bombs, and these strikes may have generated temporary disruptions to Russian aviation
operations.[42] The Russian military is also committing aviation assets to the defense of Kursk
Oblast, although not at a scale that would prevent Russian forces from fielding aviation throughout
most of the theater.

Ukrainian forces conducted a series of successful strikes against targets in Volgograd
Oblast and Krasnodar Krai on August 22. Sources within Ukraine's Security Service (SBU) told
Ukrainian media on August 22 that SBU and Special Operations Forces (SSO) personnel successfully
struck several warehouses filled with glide bombs and fuel at the Marinovka airfield in Volgograd
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Oblast.[43] The sources stated that Russian aircraft based at the Marinovka airfield were involved in
bombing frontline Ukrainian settlements and populations and noted that there were secondary
detonations at the warehouses following the strike. Footage published on August 22 shows smoke
plumes and explosions at the airfield, and satellite imagery shows significant damage to hangars at
the airfield, although it is unclear if Ukrainian forces damaged any aircraft based on the footage and
imagery.[44] The Krasnodar Krai Operational Headquarters claimed on August 22 that a Ukrainian
strike sank a railway ferry carrying fuel tanks that was moored in the port of Kavkaz, Krasnodar
Krai.[45] The Crimea-based Telegram channel Crimean Wind stated that Ukrainian forces used a
missile to strike the ferry and published footage showing the aftermath of the strike.[46] Russian
authorities stated that the ferry was carrying 30 fuel tanks, and Russian sources claimed that
Ukrainian forces may have used a Neptune anti-ship missile to strike the ferry.[47] Ukraine's Main
Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) Head Kyrylo Budanov told the War Zone defense outlet that
the GUR conducted drone strikes against a Russian signals intelligence center and the Ostafyevo
airport near Moscow City and the Millerovo Airbase in Rostov Oblast on August 21.[48] Budanov
stated that Ukrainian forces are clarifying the extent of any damage to these targets. Ukrainian forces
reportedly struck a Russian S-300 air defense system near Novoshakhtinsk, Rostov Oblast on the
night of August 20 and 21, and Russian sources claimed that Russian forces downed a Ukrainian
drone over Murmansk Oblast on August 21.[49]

Key Takeaways:

o The Russian military command recently redeployed elements of at least one
Russian airborne (VDV) regiment from western Zaporizhia Oblast in response to
Ukraine’s incursion into Kursk Oblast, possibly in an effort to stabilize the lines
and improve command and control (C2) over Russian conscripts.

o The Russian military command reportedly heavily committed elements initially
intended for the Russian offensive effort in northern Kharkiv Oblast to the
defense of Kursk Oblast.

e The Kremlin may be taking steps to address its border vulnerabilities amid the
Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast and following a series of unsuccessful
long-term efforts to improve Russian border security.

e Ukrainian forces marginally advanced throughout their salient in Kursk Oblast
amid continued Russian efforts to stop these advances on August 22.

 Recent Russian advances in the Pokrovsk direction appear to have prompted
Ukrainian withdrawals from limited positions southeast of Pokrovsk, and
Russian forces have likely failed to achieve their apparent objective of tactically
encircling Ukrainian forces in the area.

o The tempo of Russian aviation operations is reportedly decreasing throughout
most of the theater, although this decreased tempo may be temporary, and its
cause is unclear.

7 Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024



o Ukrainian forces conducted a series of successful strikes against targets in
Volgograd Oblast and Krasnodar Krai on August 22.

e Russian forces recently advanced north of Siversk, within Chasiv Yar and
southeast of Toretsk and Pokrovsk.

e Russian State Duma Committee on Information Policy Head Alexander
Khinshtein stated on August 21 that the Russian Union of Journalists and
Ministry of Digital Development submitted a bill to the Cabinet of Ministers
proposing to grant veteran status to journalists who have worked in Ukraine, the
"counter-terrorism operation" zone in Kursk Oblast, and other unspecified
combat zones.
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.

We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes
against humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.
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o Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international
border with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
e Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis
o Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign
e Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts
o Russian Technological Adaptations
e Activities in Russian-occupied areas
e Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts
e Russian Information Operations and Narratives
 Significant Activity in Belarus
Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and
approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

Fighting continued north of Kharkiv City near Hlyboke and Lyptsi and northeast of Kharkiv City in
Vovchansk on August 21 and 22.[50] A Russian milblogger claimed on August 22 that Russian forces
repelled a Ukrainian mechanized assault of an unspecified size near Hlyboke.[51] Ukraine's Kharkiv
Group of Forces reported that Russian forces operating in the Kharkiv direction remain most active
within Vovchansk.[52] The Kharkiv Group of Forces reported that Russian forces committed elements
of the 155th Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet, Eastern Military District [EMD]) to the frontline
near Hlyboke and conducted internal rotations for unspecified Russian units at advanced positions
near Buhruvatka (northeast of Kharkiv City).[53]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Ukrainian forces reportedly recently conducted a counterattack and advanced in an unspecified area
in Kharkiv Oblast, likely along the Svatove-Kreminna line. A Ukrainian brigade reportedly operating
in Kharkiv Oblast reported on August 22 that it seized a Russian battalion-sized defense area and
platoon and company-sized positions and advanced almost two kilometers deep in Kharkiv Oblast on
August 15.[54] The brigade’s commander stated that the Ukrainian counterattack aimed to decrease
the offensive potential of the Russian 20th Combined Arms Army ([CAA], Moscow Military District
[MMD]), and ISW has observed elements of the 20th CAA operating northwest of Kreminna near
Makiivka and Nevske.[55] The brigade noted that Russian forces sustained significant losses despite
having a manpower advantage of 2.5 to one and that the Ukrainian counterattack diverted a Russian
attack in the Makiivka direction and relieved the pressure on Ukrainian defenses in neighboring areas
of this front.

A Kremlin-affiliated military expert claimed on August 22 that Russian forces achieved a tactical
advance near Kupyansk and weakened Ukrainian positions near Pishchane (southeast of Kupyansk),
and a Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces continued to advance north of

Pishchane.[56] ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these claims. The Ukrainian General
Staff reported that Russian forces also attacked northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka; east of
Kupyansk near Petropavlivka; southeast of Kupyansk near Hlushkivka, Stelmakhivka, and Berestove
and toward Lozova; west of Svatove near Andriivka; northwest of Kreminna near Hrekivka, Makiivka,
Nevske, Serhiivka, and Novoserhiivka; west of Kreminna near Torske and Terny; and southwest of
Kreminna near Dibrova on August 21 and 22.[57]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)
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Russian forces recently marginally advanced in the Siversk direction amid continued fighting on
August 22. Geolocated footage published on August 21 shows that Russian forces marginally
advanced in eastern Bilohorivka (north of Siversk).[58] Russian forces reportedly continued ground
attacks southeast of Siversk near Spirne and Vyimka on August 21 and 22.[59]

Russian forces recently marginally advanced within Chasiv Yar amid continued offensive operations
on August 22. Geolocated footage published on August 22 shows that Russian forces recently
marginally advanced within northeastern Chasiv Yar and northwest of Klishchiivka (southeast of
Chasiv Yar).[60] The press officer of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Chasiv Yar direction stated
that Russian forces near Chasiv Yar are focusing their efforts on a 700-meter front in the Kalynivka
area (northeast of Chasiv Yar) where the Siverskyi Donets-Donbas Canal goes underground and
creates a flat surface for advance and that Russian forces believe this area to be a weak point in
Ukrainian defenses.[61] The press officer indicated that Russian forces do not have a significant,
enduring presence on the west (right) bank of this canal and that limited elements of the Russian 98th
Airborne (VDV) Division sometimes temporarily cross to the west bank before returning to the east
(left) bank.[62] The press officer added that the number of Russian assaults in the Chasiv Yar
direction fluctuates daily between 10 to 16 attacks and five to six attacks following Russian infantry
casualties. The press officer also observed that Russian forces have stopped using mechanized forces
and are now relying on purely infantry-led assaults.[63] Russian forces also continued attacks near
Chasiv Yar; north of Chasiv Yar near Hryhorivka; southeast of Chasiv Yar near Ivanivske and
Klishchiivka; and southwest of Chasiv Yar near Predtechyne on August 21 and 22.[64]
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Russian forces recently advanced in the Toretsk direction. Geolocated footage published on August 18
and 21 shows that Russian forces advanced within western Zalizne (southeast of Toretsk) and central
Druzhba (east of Toretsk).[65] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced 1.2
kilometers within Pivnichne (east of Toretsk) and up to the Toretsk-Niu York road (south of
Toretsk).[66] Russian forces also continued ground attacks near Nelipivka and Panteleymonivka
(both south of Toretsk) on August 21 and 22.[67] Elements of the Russian 1st "Slavic" Motorized Rifle
Brigade (1st Donetsk People's Republic Army Corps [DNR AC]) are reportedly fighting in Zalizne, and
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elements of the Russian 17th Artillery Brigade (3rd AC) are reportedly firing on targets near
Ivanopillya (northwest of Toretsk).[68]
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Russian forces recently advanced in the Pokrovsk direction amid continued offensive operations on
August 22. See the topline text for a discussion of Russian advances up to the east bank of the Vovcha
River southeast of Pokrovsk.[69] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces also advanced into
eastern Novohrodivka and towards Kalynove from Ptyche (all southeast and east of

Pokrovsk).[70] Russian forces reportedly continued offensive operations east of Pokrovsk near
Vozdvyzhenka, Zelene Pole, Kalynove, Hrodivka, Myrolyubivka, and Novotroitske; and southeast of
Pokrovsk near Novohrodivka, Mykhailivka, Mykolaivka, Ptyche, and Komyshivka on August 21 and
22.[71] The Russian MoD retroactively announced on August 22 that the Russian Central Grouping of
Forces (GoF) seized Mezhove (southeast of Pokrovsk). The spokesperson for a Ukrainian brigade
operating in the Pokrovsk direction stated that Russian forces in this area have slightly reduced the
number of their assaults since August 21 to regroup but renewed offensive operations along the
Karlivka-Pokrovsk road (southeast of Pokrovsk) on the morning of August 22.[72] A Ukrainian drone
operator told the Associated Press (AP) that Russian forces are relatively successful in the Pokrovsk
direction because they are conducting ground attacks in groups of two to four soldiers, making them
harder for Ukrainian drone operators to detect especially under the cover of trees.[73] Ukrainian
military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets reported that elements of the Russian 2nd Combined Arms
Army [CAA] (Central Military District [CMD]) advanced on the western bank of the Vovcha River
southeast of Pokrovsk; elements of the 15th and 30th motorized rifle brigades (2nd CAA) reinforced
by elements of the 1st DNR AC reached the Hrodivka-Novohrodivka line (east to southeast of
Pokrovsk); elements 9oth Tank Division (41st CAA, CMD) are operating south of the 2nd CAA’s
frontline; and elements of the 27th Motorized Rifle Division and 15th and 30th motorized rifle
brigades (all of 2nd CAA) and 114th Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st DNR AC) are all fighting in the
Pokrovsk direction from Vozdvyzhenka to Karlivka (southeast of Pokrovsk and southwest of
Avdiivka).[74]
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Russian forces continued ground attacks west of Donetsk City near Heorhiivka on August 21 and
22.[75]

Russian forces reportedly advanced southwest of Donetsk City amid continued assaults in the area on
August 22. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced north of Paraskoviivka
(northeast of Vuhledar) and southeast of Vuhledar and that Russian forces have cut the O-0532
Kostyantynivka-Vuhledar highway in two places.[76] Footage published on August 22 shows that
Russian forces conducted a platoon-sized mechanized assault followed by a second, reduced-company
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sized assault against a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Kurakhove direction (west and southwest of
Donetsk City).[77] The brigade reported that it damaged and destroyed a total of 13 Russian armored
vehicles during both assaults.[78] Russian forces also continued ground assaults southwest of
Donetsk City near Pobieda, Kostyantynivka, Vuhledar, Vodyane (southeast of Vuhledar), and
Volodymyrivka (southeast of Vuhledar) on August 21 and 22.[79] Elements of the Russian 68th AC
(EMD) and "Storm-1" detachment are reportedly fighting in Kostyantynivka.[80]
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Neither Russian nor Ukrainian sources reported on ground activity in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast
border area on August 21.
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Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

The Ukrainian General Staff reported on August 22 that Russian forces reduced the intensity of their
combat operations in the Hulyaipole and Orikhiv directions (both in western Zaporizhia Oblast) and
in the Dnipro (Kherson Oblast) direction.[81] The Ukrainian General Staff added that Russian forces
did not conduct offensive operations in western Zaporizhia and Kherson oblasts on August

22.[82] Elements of the Russian 81st Self-Propelled Artillery Regiment (likely a restored Soviet
regiment) are reportedly operating in the Kherson direction.[83] The Ukrainian Navy reported on
August 21 that Ukrainian forces struck a Russian ammunition, fuel, and lubricants warehouse on the
Kinburn Spit, Mykolaiv Oblast.[84]
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Russian forces are reportedly constructing an unspecified infrastructure object along the Kerch Strait
Bridge. Ukrainian Navy Spokesperson Captain Third Rank Dmytro Pletenchuk commented on the
construction and hypothesized that Russian forces may be trying to “duplicate” the Kerch Strait
Bridge.[85] Pletenchuk noted that this construction is “surprising” given that weather conditions in
the Kerch Strait will likely worsen due to the stormy season starting in mid-fall. Pletenchuk also
observed that Russian aviation and drones continue operating on the western and southern Crimean
coasts and that Russian forces have been primarily using submarines to conduct defensive operations
in the Black Sea for the past few months.[86]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Note: The Ukrainian counteroffensive layer displays areas previously assigned to the Russian control,
Russian advances, or Russian claims layers where ISW now assesses that Ukrainian forces have
established a presence beyond a short-term raid. Inclusion of an area on this layer does not imply that
ISW assesses that the area is part of any upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operation.

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian
military and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces also conducted a series of missile strikes against Ukraine on the night of August 21 to
22, Ukrainian Air Force Commander Lieutenant General Mykola Oleshchuk reported on August 22
that Russian forces launched an unspecified number of Kh-31P anti-radar missiles from aircraft over
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the Black Sea and two Iskander-M ballistic missiles from Belgorod Oblast and occupied

Crimea.[87] Oleshchuk reported that the Russian missiles did not reach their targets due to
unspecified Ukrainian "active countermeasures." Kharkiv Oblast Military Administration Head Oleh
Synehubov reported that Russian forces have launched four Kh-35 missiles and an Iskander missile of
an unspecified variety at civilian infrastructure in Kharkiv Oblast since the morning of August

21.[88] Mykolaiv Oblast Military Administration Head Vitaliy Kim reported that a Russian Iskander-
M missile strike caused a fire in residential areas of Bereznehuvate Hromada, Mykolaiv Oblast on the
evening of August 21.[89]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

Russian State Duma Committee on Information Policy Head Alexander Khinshtein stated on August
21 that the Russian Union of Journalists and Ministry of Digital Development submitted a bill to the
Cabinet of Ministers proposing to grant veteran status to journalists who have worked in Ukraine, the
"counter-terrorism operation" zone in Kursk Oblast, and other unspecified combat

zones.[90] Khinshtein reported that media employees from occupied Luhansk, Donetsk, Zaporizhia,
and Kherson oblasts would also be eligible for combat veteran status and that the bill would provide
journalists the same rights and benefits as other combat veterans. Russian authorities likely also plan
to use this bill to provide military correspondents (voenkory) with veteran status - a long-term
request of voenkory - in an effort to co-opt them and to strengthen the Kremlin’s control over the war
coverage.

Russian officials appear to be conducting a federal-level recruitment campaign amid continued efforts
to incentivize volunteer and contract military service in the Russian military. Russian propagandist
Vladimir Solovyov published a high-budget, professional recruitment ad on August 21 indicating that
the Russian government may be trying to leverage national figures in its recruitment efforts on a
federal level.[91] The Russian government has previously organized its recruitment campaigns on the
regional level and have relied on regional officials to encourage and incentivize military service, which
has recently resulted in Russian federal subjects (regions) offering significant one-time financial
incentives to prospective recruits.[92]

Russian state defense conglomerate Rostec CEO Sergei Chemezov praised Russia's defense industrial
capabilities during an interview with Kremlin newswire TASS on August 22.[93] Chemezov claimed
that Russia's defense export portfolio is currently worth $60 billion and that the world continues to be
impressed by how Russian military equipment performs on the battlefield in Ukraine. Chemezov
claimed that Russian defense companies are prioritizing the delivery of equipment to Russian units in
Ukraine and noted that secondary sanctions are not affecting Rostec's ability to conclude contracts
with foreign customers.

Russian President Vladimir Putin appointed Russian Defense Minister Andrei Belousov and Russian
Minister of Industry and Trade Anton Alikhanov to the board of Russia's Military-Industrial
Commission on August 22.[94]

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)
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Nothing significant to report.

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense
industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and
international partners)

ISW is suspending publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts until further notice.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

ISW is not publishing coverage of activities in Russian-occupied areas today.
Russian Information Operations and Narratives

The New York Times reported on August 21 that the US Department of Justice (DoJ) is investigating
US citizens who are currently working and have worked for Russian state TV networks in an effort to
combat Kremlin information operations that are attempting to influence US politics ahead of the
2024 presidential election.[95] The New York Times reported that the investigations are currently
focused on potential sanctions violations and the violations of laws requiring individuals to disclose
lobbying efforts on behalf of foreign governments.[96] Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA)
Spokesperson Maria Zakharova called for international organizations to respond to the New York
Times report in an apparent appeal to press freedom that was aimed at distracting from the ongoing
malign Kremlin informational effort targeting the US.[97]

Russian government and Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) officials continue to falsely allege that
Ukraine is violating religious freedom as part of ongoing Russian efforts to weaken international
support for Ukraine while appealing to domestic religious ultra-nationalists. The Russian Permanent
Representative to the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), Alexander
Lukashevich, stated on August 22 that Ukraine's recent ban against the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
Moscow Patriarchate (UOC MP) is a violation of religious freedom in Ukraine, and the Russian
Orthodox Church Holy Synod accused Archbishop of Constantinople Patriarch Bartholomew of
bearing responsibility for the ban and worsening the "church schism" in Ukraine.[98] ISW has
reported at length on the links between the Kremlin-controlled ROC's spiritual doctrine and the
Kremlin's pro-war ideology and has observed that the UOC MP is not an independent religious
organization but an extension of the Kremlin and a tool of Russian hybrid warfare that seeks to
enforce Russian ideologies in Ukrainian society and persecute religious minorities in occupied
Ukraine.[99]

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)

Ukrainian State Border Service Spokesperson Andriy Demchenko stated on August 22 that recent
Belarusian statements about significant Belarusian military deployments to the border with Ukraine
are false.[100] Demchenko stated that the situation along the Belarusian-Ukrainian border has not
changed and that Belarusian military redeployments have occurred further into Belarusian
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territory.[101] Russian and Belarusian officials have previously conducted information operations
suggesting that Belarusian forces might escalate along the border with Ukraine in order to draw and
fix Ukrainian forces to the Belarusian border, but Belarus will almost certainly not directly enter the
war in Ukraine.[102]

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko met with People's Republic of China (PRC) Premier Li
Qiang in Minsk on August 22 and discussed Chinese technology imports to Belarus and joint
Belarusian-PRC investment projects.[103] Lukashenko stated that Belarus and the PRC will sign an
agreement establishing a free trade zone for services and investment during Li's visit.[104]

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and
other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are
provided in the endnotes of each update.
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