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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to see ISW's interactive map of Ukraine's offensive in Kursk Oblast.

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool.

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion
of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces
daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive
monthly.

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 12:15pm ET on August 23. ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the August 24 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

Ukrainian forces continued to marginally advance near Sudzha amid continued
Ukrainian operations in Kursk Oblast on August 23. Geolocated footage published on August
22 indicates that Ukrainian forces recently advanced furtherin southern Russkaya Konopelka (east of
Sudzha).[1] A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces also advanced north of Martynovka
(northeast of Sudzha) along the Sudzha-Sukhodolovka R-200 highway.[2] Russian sources claimed
that there are conflicting reports about fighting east of Sudzha near Samoryadovo and Kozyrevka, but
that Ukrainian mobile groups may be operating in the area.[3] Some Russian milbloggers claimed that
Russian forces re-took Spalnoye and Krupets (both southeast of Sudzha), although the situation in the
area remains unclear.[4] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces repelled a platoon-sized
Ukrainian mechanized assault near Aleksandrovka (northeast of Korenevo).[5] A Russian milblogger
claimed that Russian forces re-took positions west of Korenevo on August 23, suggesting that Ukrainian
forces were recently operating west of the settlement.[6] Russian sources claimed that fighting
continued throughout the line of contact in Kursk Oblast on August 22 and 23.[7]

Pentagon Press Secretary Sabrina Singh stated on August 22 that the US is gaining "a better
understanding” of Ukraine's goals in Kursk Oblast and noted that Ukraine wants to create a buffer zone
in Kursk Oblast.[8] Singh stated that the US is still working to determine how the buffer zone fits into
Ukraine's strategic objectives and that the US continues to provide materiel to support Ukraine's
battlefield needs. Singh clarified that current US restrictions on Ukraine's ability to use US-provided
weapons to strike military targets in Russian border areas allows Ukrainian forces to engage in
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counterfire while defending against Russian attacks across the international border, including in Kursk
Oblast.

Ukrainian Incursion into Kursk Oblast
as of August 23, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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Note: The Claimed Limit of Ukrainian Advances layer depicts territory that Russian sources claim are Ukrainian-occupied
when there is no observed contradictory evidence that could disprove the Russian claims.
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Ukrainian officials continue to highlight how Ukrainian forces can leverage tactical and
technological advantages to offset Russian materiel advantages. Ukrainian First Deputy
Defense Minister Lieutenant General Ivan Havrylyuk stated in an interview with Ukrainian
outlet Ukrinform published on August 23 that the Ukrainian military has been able to inflict heavy
losses against significantly larger quantities of Russian armored vehicles, artillery, and other equipment
due to Ukrainian tactics and Ukraine's effective use of available weapons.[9] Havrylyuk stated that
Ukrainian forces have destroyed over 8,500 Russian tanks, 17,000 artillery systems, 1,000 air defense
systems, about 370 aircraft, and 2,500 cruise missiles since the start of Russia's full-scale invasion in
February 2022.[10] ISW cannot confirm these figures, however. Havrylyuk stated that Russian forces
have fired roughly 300,000 artillery shells throughout the theater each month on average and aimed
to overwhelm Ukrainian forces with Russia's large artillery advantage.[11] Havrylyuk stated that more
precise (and effective) Western artillery systems can offset these advantages as long as Russian forces
do not have an artillery advantage greater than three-to-one.[12] Ukrainian forces have leveraged
GMLRS rocket artillery and NATO 155mm artillery systems and ammunition capable of striking targets
at longer ranges than Russian / Soviet field artillery to conduct superior counterbattery fire throughout
the war in Ukraine.[13] Havrylyuk added that Ukrainian artillery units also use tactics that provide
greater mobility than Russian artillery units and therefore conduct more effective counterbattery
fire.[14] Havrylyuk noted that Ukraine's rapidly growing use of unmanned systems is another example
of how Ukrainian forces can reduce costs while inflicting high losses on Russian forces and that
increased Ukrainian drone use in 2024 has led to higher Russian artillery and armored vehicle
losses.[15] Havrylyuk stated that long-range precision strikes into Russia would allow Ukraine to
prevent Russia from transferring larger quantities of ammunition and equipment to the frontline and
that strikes against military bases, arsenals, and logistic routes within Russia would heavily degrade
Russian artillery advantages.[16] Western self-imposed restrictions on military aid provisions to
Ukraine and policies restricting Ukrainian long-range strikes against military targets within Russia are
constraining Ukrainian capabilities to degrade Russian materiel advantages.[17]

US President Joe Biden announced a new military assistance package for Ukraine
following a phone call with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky on August
23.[18] The package is valued at $125 million and includes: Counter-Unmanned Aerial Systems (c-
UAS) equipment and munitions; ammunition for High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS);
155mm and 105mm artillery ammunition and additional ammunition for small arms and demolitions;
Tube-launched, Optically-tracked, Wire-guided (TOW) missiles; Javelin and AT-4 anti-armor systems;
medical and mine-clearing equipment; and additional materiel and training services.

Ukrainian forces reportedly conducted another drone strike against the oil depot in
Proletarsk, Rostov Oblast on August 23. Russian opposition media reported that Ukrainian
forces conducted a drone strike against the oil depot at about 0500 on August 23, following a strike
against the depot on August 18 that caused a fire that Russian authorities have been battling since
August 18.[19] Satellite imagery captured on August 22 of the Marinovka airbase in Volgograd Oblast
shows that the Ukrainian strike on August 22 may have destroyed at least one Russian Su-24 or Su-34
fighter aircraft parked at the base, and additional imagery shows that several Russian fighter jets parked
in the hangars also sustained damage.[20] An aviation-focused Russian milblogger claimed on August
22 that the light hangars at the Marinovka base did not protect Russian aircraft and called for Russian
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authorities to build reinforced concrete hangars wherever possible and only build light hangars when
they cannot build stronger structures.[21]

Islamic State (IS)-affiliated inmates took prison employees and other inmates hostage at
a penal colony in Surovikino, Volgograd Oblast, Russia, on August 23. Four inmates took
eight employees and four other inmates of the IK-19 prison hostage.[22] The hostage-takers displayed
an ISIS flag during the attack.[23] The attackers stated that they were taking revenge "for their Muslim
brothers" whom Russian authorities detained in connection with the March 2024 terrorist attack at
Crocus City Hall.[24] The attackers inflicted stab wounds upon four of the employees, three of whom
died, and four other hostages were hospitalized, one of whom later died.[25] Rosgvardia snipers
reportedly killed the four hostage-takers.[26] Two of the attackers were citizens of Uzbekistan and two
were from Tajikistan.[27] Three of the attackers were imprisoned for drug trafficking and one was
convicted for beating a man to death during a fight. Russian sources claimed that one of the attackers
wore a suicide vest but disagreed on what happened, with some sources claiming that the vest
malfunctioned and others claiming that Russian forces killed the attacker before he could activate the
vest.[28] Russian opposition outlet Vazhnye Istorii stated that locals in the Kalmykia Republic and
Volgograd and Rostov oblasts reported problems accessing Telegram, WhatsApp, and Viber shortly
after the start of the attack and that Russian authorities likely blocked the messenger
platforms.[29] Russian President Vladimir Putin convened a meeting of the permanent members of the
Security Council on August 23 during the hostage situation and heard reports from Minister of Internal
Affairs Vladimir Kolokoltsev, Federal Security Service Head Alexander Bortnikov, and Rosgvardia
Head Viktor Zolotov.[30] Mufti of the Volgograd Oblast Central Spiritual Administration of Muslims
Bat Kifah stated that Russian authorities should not negotiate with the hostage -takers, but kill them
and should punish those who allowed the "negligence" in penal colonies.[31] Acting Chairperson of the
Russian Spiritual Directorate of Muslims Mufti Damir Mukhetdinov stated that the organization
disagreed with the attackers' actions and that the hostage-takers may have been inspired from abroad
in order to discredit Russia's strengthening relations with Muslim states.[32]

Russian milbloggers reacted to the hostage crisis with criticisms of the Russian prison
system and migration policy. Russian milbloggers claimed that the IK-19 prison is known for
bribes, with some of the prison employees reportedly selling knives to inmates.[33] Russian sources
complained that prisoners are becoming radicalized within Russian penal colonies and claimed that
this problem has increased since the start of the full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the mobilization of
prisoners to fight in Ukraine, and alleged increased flows of previously convicted Central Asian
migrants to Russia.[34] Russian milbloggers called for the Russian government to take action to resolve
these issues, including by reforming Russia's prison system.[35] The Volgograd Oblast Prosecutor's
Office stated that it organized inspections of the IK-19 prison to ensure its compliance with its
personnel's safety, taking measures to prevent inmates from using prohibited items, and otherlaws and
regulations.[36] Six reportedly IS-affiliated inmates at a pretrial detention center in Rostov-on-Don,
Rostov Oblast similarly took two employees of the pretrial detention center hostage in June 2024,
evoking similar criticisms from Russian milbloggers about Russian authorities' failure to crack down
on extremist groups and maintain security in penal colonies.[37] ISW continues to assess that the
Kremlin has attempted to posture that it has been cracking down against domestic extremism since the
Crocus City Hall attack, but the prison hostage crises undermine this Kremlin effort.[38]
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Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi reaffirmed India's support for peace in Ukraine
on the basis of India's participation in Ukraine's July 2024 peace summit and signed
several bilateral cooperation agreements during a visit to Ukraine. Modi arrived in Kyiv on
August 23 following his visit to Poland on August 21, marking the first time an Indian prime minister
has visited Ukraine since the establishment of bilateral relations in 1992.[39] Modi and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky issued a joint statement emphasizing their commitment to ensuring a
"just and lasting peace in Ukraine" based on principles of international law such as “respect for
territorial integrity and sovereignty of states.”[40] This statement contrasts with Modi’s previous and
more general calls for peace and diplomacy during his meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin
in Moscow in July 2024.[41] The Ukrainian side emphasized that the Joint Communique on the
Foundation of Peace established at the June 2024 peace summit can serve as a guiding framework for
setting the terms of a peace deal, although India has not signed the document despite its participation
in June 2024.[42] Modi and Zelensky also signed four bilateral cooperation agreements in agriculture,
economics, development, and culture.[43] Modi and Zelensky agreed to strengthen bilateral defense
cooperation, particularly in manufacturing, and to hold a second Joint Ukrainian-Indian Working
Group meeting on military-technical cooperationin the near future.[44] Modi’s visit to Ukraine marks
a significant political inflection in India’s foreign policy towards Ukraine and may indicate an Indian
effort to take a stronger pro-Ukraine position than New Delhi has before, despite India’s historical close
and longstanding relationship with Moscow.

Key Takeaways:

e Ukrainian forces continued to marginally advance near Sudzha amid continued
Ukrainian operations in Kursk Oblast on August 23.

e Ukrainian officials continue to highlight how Ukrainian forces can leverage tactical
and technological advantages to offset Russian materiel advantages.

e US President Joe Biden announced a new military assistance package for Ukraine
following a phone call with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky on August 23.

e Ukrainian forces reportedly conducted another drone strike against the oil depot
in Proletarsk, Rostov Oblast on August 23.

o Islamic State (IS)-affiliated inmates took prison employees and other inmates
hostage at a penal colony in Surovikino, Volgograd Oblast on August 23.

« Russian milbloggers reacted to the hostage crisis with criticisms of the Russian
prison system and migration policy.

e Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi reaffirmed India's support for peace in
Ukraine on the basis of India's participation in Ukraine's July 2024 peace summit
and signed several bilateral cooperation agreements during a visit to Ukraine.

« Russian forces recently advanced near Kreminna, Toretsk, Pokrovsk, and Donetsk

City.
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« Russian authorities continue efforts to leverage conscripts to free up manpower
elsewhere for combat operations in Ukraine.
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.

We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
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specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

¢ Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border
with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
e Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis
e Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign
e Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts
e Russian Technological Adaptations
e Activities in Russian-occupied areas
e Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts
e Russian Information Operations and Narratives
« Significant Activity in Belarus
Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach
to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

Fighting continued north and northeast of Kharkiv City on August 23, but there were no confirmed
changes to the frontline. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces recently advanced northeast
of Vovchansk (northeast of Kharkiv City), although ISW has not observed confirmation of this
claim.[45] Russian milbloggers posted footage of the aftermath of an allegedly unsuccessful Ukrainian
mechanized assault near Hlyboke (north of Kharkiv City) and claimed that Russian forces destroyed up
to three Ukrainian armored vehicles in the area.[46] A Russian milblogger claimed that small Ukrainian
infantry groups are also routinely attacking near Ohirtseve and Hatyshche (both immediately west of
Vovchansk) but are not advancing in the area.[47] Russian forces continued ground assaults north of
Kharkiv City near Hlyboke and northeast of Kharkiv City near Starytsya, Vovchansk, and Tykhe on
August 22 and 23.[48] Elements of the Russian 41st Motorized Rifle Regiment (72nd Motorized Rifle
Division, 44th Army Corps [AC], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) and the 4th Volunteer
Reconnaissance Assault Brigade are reportedly operating near Vovchansk.[49]
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Ukrainian Kharkiv Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Vitaly Sarantsev stated on August 23 that
Russian forces have transferred some unspecified units from the Kharkiv direction to Kursk Oblast but
that Russian forces have enough manpower in the area to continue assaults.[50] Sarantsev added that
there is data that suggests that Russian forces may be transferring additional reserves to the Kharkiv
direction, but that Ukrainian forces need to clarify this information.[51] Sarantsev noted that Russian
forces are less active in select unspecified areas of the Kharkiv direction.[52] ISW has observed
significant redeployments of elements of the Northern Grouping of Forces (which is responsible for the
Kharkiv direction) to Kursk Oblast, which suggests that the Russian military command has determined
that disruption to the offensive operation in northern Kharkiv Oblast is a necessary sacrifice to
appropriately respond to the Ukrainian incursion in Kursk Oblast.[53]

Kharkiv Oblast occupation administration head Vitaly Ganchev claimed on August 23 that Russian
forces control roughly 50 settlements in Kharkiv Oblast, and 57 settlements throughout Kharkiv Oblast
are fully within areas where ISW has observed Russian advances and claims of Russian
advances.[54] Ganchev claimed that 13 to 14 settlements are a part of the current Russian "sanitary
zone" in northern Kharkiv Oblast, and ISW currently assesses that 14 settlements in northern Kharkiv
Oblast are fully under both observed and claimed Russian advances.[55]

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces recently advanced northwest of Kreminna amid continued offensive operations along
the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on August 23. Geolocated footage published on August 23
indicates that Russian forces recently advanced further within eastern Makiivka (northwest of
Kreminna).[56] Russian forces continued offensive operations northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka;
east of Kupyansk near Petropavlivka; northwest of Svatove near Hlushkivka, Stelmakhivka, and
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Andriivka; west of Svatove near Lozova; southwest of Svatove near Druzhelyubivka; northwest of
Kreminna near Novosadove, Makiivka, and Nevske; and west of Kreminna near Torske and Terny on
August 22 and 23.[57]
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Note: A Russian source claimed on August 23 that Russian forces advanced one kilometer southeast of Vvimka.

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Siversk direction on August 23, but there were no
confirmed changes to the frontline. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted
offensive operations northeast of Siversk near Bilohorivka, east of Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske,
and southeast of Siversk near Vyimka and Spirne on August 22 and 23.[58] A Russian milblogger
claimed that Russian forces advanced one kilometer southeast of Vyimka, but ISW has not observed
confirmation of this claim.[59] Elements of the Russian 11th Engineering Brigade (Southern Military
District [SMD]) are reportedly operating near Verkhnokamyanske.[60]

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Chasiv Yar on August 23, but there were no
confirmed changes the frontline. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced near
Ivanivske (east of Chasiv Yar) and Klishchiivka (southeast of Chasiv Yar) and within Zhovtnevyi
Microraion (eastern Chasiv Yar), but ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims.[61] Russian
forces continued offensive operations northeast of Chasiv Yar near Kalynivka, east of Chasiv Yar near
Ivanivske, and near Chasiv Yar itself on August 22 and 23.[62] Elements of the Russian 98th Airborne
(VDV) Division are reportedly operating within Zhovtnevyi Microraion.[63]
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Russian forces recently advanced near Toretsk amid continued Russian offensive operations in the area
on August 23. Geolocated footage published on August 23 indicates that Russian forces recently
advanced within southeastern Toretsk.[64] Russian sources claimed that Russian forces also advanced
to the Central Hospital in eastern Toretsk, but ISW has not observed confirmation of this claim.[65] A
Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced along a front 750 meters wide and 800
meters deep within Toretsk.[66] Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Toretsk, east of
Toretsk near Pivnichne and Druzhba, and south of Toretsk near Nelipivka and Niu York on August 22
and 23.[67]
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Note: A Russian source claimed on August 23 that Russian forces advanced 750 meters wide and 8oo
meters deep near eastern Toretsk. A Russian source claimed on August 19 that Russian forces advanced
1.66 kilometers deep in Niu York.

Russian forces recently advanced in the Pokrovsk direction amid continued Russian offensive
operations in the area on August 23. Geolocated footage published on August 22 indicates that Russian
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forces advanced west of Orlivka (southeast of Pokrovsk).[68] Additional geolocated footage published
on August 23 indicates that Russian forces advanced within eastern Novohrodivka (southeast of
Pokrovsk).[69] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced up to 400 meters within
eastern Novohrodivka, up to 500 meters within southern Novohrodivka, and within southeastern
Novohrodivka.[70] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces operating southeast of Pokrovsk
seized Krutyi Yar and advanced further west of Orlivka, within southeastern Krasnyi Yar, south of
Mykolaivka, west of Skuchne, towards Mykhailivka, and southwest and southeast of Ptyche.[71] A
Russian source claimed that there are unconfirmed reports that Russian forces seized Kalynove
(southeast of Pokrovsk).[72] ISW has not observed confirmation of these Russian claims, however.
Russian forces continued offensive operations east of Pokrovsk near Vozdvyzhenka, Zelene Pole, and
Hrodivka and southeast of Pokrovsk near Kalynove, Novohrodivka, Ptyche, Mykolaivka, Mykhailivka,
Novohrodivka, and Karlivka on August 22 and 23.[73] The Economistreported on August 22 that
Ukrainian security sources stated that the Russian military command has redeployed troops from
unspecified sectors of the frontline in eastern Ukraine to Kursk Oblast but not from Pokrovsk and that
Russian forces have recently committed unspecified reinforcements to the Pokrovsk direction.[74]
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Note: A Russian source claimed on Angust 23 that Russian forces advanced up to 400 meters in Novohrodivka.

Russian forces recently advanced west of Donetsk City amid continued Russian offensive operations in
the area on August 23. Geolocated footage published on August 23 indicates that Russian forces
advanced southwest of Krasnohorivka during a reinforced platoon-sized mechanized assault.[75] The
Ukrainian brigade that repelled the Russian attack stated that Ukrainian forces destroyed one tank and
five infantry fighting vehicles.[76] Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Heorhiivka and
Krasnohorivka on August 22 and 23.[77]
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Russian forces continued offensive operations southwest of Donetsk City on August 23, but there were
no confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian forces continued offensive operations near
Kostyantynivka, Vodyane, Volodymyrivka, and Vuhledar on August 22 and 23.[78] Russian milbloggers
claimed that Russian forces advanced near Kostyantynivka and north of Paraskoviivka, but ISW has
not observed confirmation of these claims.[79]

Positional engagements continued in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area northeast of Velyka
Novosilka near Rozdolne and south of Velyka Novosilka near Urozhaine on August 23.[80]
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Note: A Russian source claimed on August 23 that Russian forces advanced one kilometer southeast of Vyimka.

Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)
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A Russian milblogger claimed on August 23 that positional fighting continued in western Zaporizhia
Oblast, but Ukrainian sources did not report any Russian assaults in the area.[81]
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The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on August 23 that unspecified Russian Airborne (VDV)
Forces disrupted a Ukrainian landing attempt on an unspecified island in the Dnipro River Delta in
Kherson Oblast.[82]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Note: The Ukrainian counteroffensive layer displays areas previously assigned to the Russian control,
Russian advances, or Russian claims layers where ISW now assesses that Ukrainian forces have
established a presence beyond a short-term raid. Inclusion of an area on this layer does not imply that
ISW assesses that the area is part of any upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operation.

Russian and Ukrainian sources stated that Ukraine disconnected the Russian-occupied Zaporizhzhia
Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) from an external power line on August 23.[83] Ukraine's nuclear operator
Energoatom noted that Russian shelling damaged the external power line, however, which prompted
Ukraine to disconnect the line from the ZNPP.[84]
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Ukrainian Navy Spokesperson Captain Third Rank Dmytro Pletenchuk reported on August 23 that
Ukrainian forces destroyed the Russian "Konro Trader" ferry in the port of Kavkaz on August
22.[85] Pletenchuk reported that the "Konro Trader" was the last functioning ferry at the port but noted
that Russian forces are repairing one ferry and have another anchored in Azov. Pletenchuk noted that
Russian forces may have to resort to transporting fuel across the Kerch Strait Brigade or on tankers
through the strait following the loss of the ferries. Satellite imagery published on August 23 also shows
the destroyed ferry and several small, damaged vessels nearby in the port of Kavkaz.[86] Russian
milbloggers expressed concern on August 22 and 23 that the loss of the ferries will affect fuel supplies
to occupied Crimea and complicate Russian logistics.[87]

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Ukrainian Air Force Commander Lieutenant General Mykola Oleshchuk reported on August 23 that
Russian forces launched two Iskander-M/North Korean KN-23 ballistic missiles from Voronezh Oblast
and 16 Shahed-136/131 drones from Krasnodar Krai and Kursk Oblast on the night of August 22 to
23.[88] Oleshchuk reported that Ukrainian forces downed 14 Shahed drones over Cherkasy,
Kirovohrad, Poltava, and Sumy oblasts and that the other two drones did not reach their targets.
Kharkiv Oblast Police Head Volodymyr Tymoshko stated that Russian forces conducted a glide bomb
strike against Bohuslavka, Izyum Raion.[89]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

Russian authorities continue efforts to leverage conscripts to free up manpower elsewhere for combat
operations in Ukraine. Ukraine’s National Resistance Center published internal Russian documents on
August 23 purportedly showing surveys conducted among Russian conscripts asking whether the
conscripts agreed to go on a “business trip” (“komanidrovka”- the Russian military’s term for tours of
duty and deployments) to occupied Crimea.[90] The published documents purportedly indicate that
Russian authorities forced conscripts who answered in the negative to write reports about their
positions but then forged those reports to indicate that the conscripts had “voluntarily agreed“ to go to
Crimea to replace Russian soldiers who deployed to the frontline in Ukraine.[91]

Russian officials continue to recruit contract military personnel (kontraktniki) through the promise of
large one-time payments. Russian opposition outlet SOTA published footage on August 23 purportedly
showing a recruitment advertisement that promises to pay residents a one-time payment of 1.9 million
rubles (about $21,000) and a yearly salary of 5.2 million rubles ($57,000) if they sign a contract with
the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD). The advertisement purportedly offers to pay 50,000 rubles
($547) to those who bring other individuals to the Russian military registration and recruitment office
with them.[92]

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

The head of the modernization project at the Russian Aviastroitel Design Bureau, Dmitry Motin,
claimed on August 23 that it will upgrade the two-seater Yakovlev Yak-52 trainer aircraft into the Yak-
52V2 capable of combating drones.[93] Motin claimed that the Russian Aviastroitel Design Bureau is
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working to upgrade the Yakovlev Yak-52 trainer aircraft to be able to combat attack and reconnaissance
drones by installing new equipment on the aircraft, including a multifunctional display in the rear
cockpit, and modernizing the aircraft's navigation and control facilities, electronic warfare (EW)
system, and radar.[94]

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense
industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and
international partners)

ISW is suspending publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts until further notice.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian -citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

ISW is not publishing coverage of activities in Russian-occupied areas today.
Russian Information Operations and Narratives

The Kremlin is attempting to distract from Ukraine's incursion into Kursk Oblast by amplifying several
information operations intended to deter the West from providing further military assistance to
Ukraine. Russian Ambassadorto the US Anatoly Antonov accused the US on August 22 of preparing to
lift restrictions against the use of US-provided weapons to strike Russian territory and insinuated that
this would escalate the war in Ukraine and "change [the world] tomorrow."[95] Antonov claimed on
August 23 that the Ukrainian incursion in Kursk Oblast will not result in the desired "bufferzone" and
said that Russian President Vladimir Putin has promised to "severely punish" Ukraine.[96] The
Russian Embassy in the US attempted to link the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast to the Battle
of Kursk against Nazi Germany in 1943.[97] Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Spokesperson
Maria Zakharova directly accused the United States of supporting Ukraine's so-called "terrorist" attack
in Kursk Oblast and reiterated the ongoing information operation accusing Ukraine of targeting the
Kursk Nuclear Power Plant (KNPP).[98] Russian state and pro-Kremlin media continued to focus on
foreign journalists reporting on Ukraine's incursion from within Kursk Oblast with a Ukrainian military
escort.[99]

The Russian MFA marked the anniversary of the signing of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact (the Nazi-
Soviet anti-aggression pact that Adolf Hiter and Joseph Stalin used to partition Poland in 1939) by
accusing the West of forcing the Soviet Union to sign the nonaggression pact with Nazi Germany on
August 23, 1939, deflecting blame for the Soviet Union's own imperialist ambitions during the Second
World War.[100] The Russian MFA accused the UK and France of enabling Nazi Germany's desire for
territorial expansion by pursuing policies of appeasement, somehow compelling the Soviet leadership
to make a "difficult and forced decision" to sign the pact to avoid the "imminent war in
Europe."[101] The Russian MFA's characterization conveniently ignores, however, the Soviet Union's
subsequent invasions of many states whose territories were preemptively partitioned between the
Soviet Union and Nazi Germany in the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. The Soviet Union joined Nazi
Germany's invasion of Poland on September 17 — just weeks after signing the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact
— and subsequently invaded Finland in November 1939 and annexed Moldova and the Baltics in
1940.[102]
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Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)

Nothing significant to report.

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.
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