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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool.

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion
of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces
daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive
monthly.

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:00pm ET on February 13. ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the February 14 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

The US Senate passed a supplemental appropriations bill that would provide roughly
$60 billion of security assistance to Ukraine, the vast majority of which would go to US
companies and personnel. The Senate passed a $95.3 billion aid package for assistance to Ukraine,
Israel, and Taiwan, $60.6 billion of which is for Ukraine, by a 70-29 vote on February 13.[1] Roughly
16 percent of the Ukraine-related appropriations in the bill would go directly to support the Ukrainian
government and economy whereas the remaining 84 percent of the appropriations are specifically
marked for US manufacturers and US or allied government entities supporting Ukraine.[2]

Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets reported that Russian forces are
attempting to restore maneuver to the battlefield through Soviet deep battle theory but
are struggling with implementing Soviet deep battle so far due to current Ukrainian
capabilities. Mashovets stated that Russian forces are attempting to implement Soviet deep battle
theory for operational planning to rapidly break through Ukrainian defenses but are failing to achieve
the effects of Soviet deep battle operations.[3] Deep battle theory is a product of Soviet operational art
developed in the 1920s and 1930s that was designed to restore maneuver to battlefield after World War
I by engaging the enemy on multiple fronts and in depth at the tactical and operational levels by
attacking enemy assets at all echelons with artillery, airstrikes, and attacks against the enemy’s rear in
concert with frontal attacks to penetrate the enemy’s defensive lines.[4] Deep battle theory also posits
that successful operational design includes sequenced plans for successive operations to prevent the
defender from re-establishing coherent defensive positions following a penetration and its
exploitation.[5] Deep battle theory’s key operational tenets are still valid in modern war, and the
Russian military could restore maneuver to the battlefield and overcome Ukrainian defenses if it could
successfully plan and execute operationally sound campaigns using deep battle theory. Ukrainian forces
could also use deep battle theory to restore maneuver to the battlefield to their advantage if their
Western supporters properly resourced them.

Mashovets, however, noted that Russian forces’ current limited capabilities, specifically in conducting
effective counterbattery fire, striking targets at operational depth, concealing force concentrations from
the enemy, and combating Ukrainian technological parity, are preventing Russian forces from
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achieving the operational level surprise necessary to break through Ukrainian lines and conduct deep
battle operations.[6] Mashovets stated that the Russian military command is failing to implement
certain technological innovations into operational planning, including remote mine laying; large scale
drone operations; command-and-control; and communications using modern technology.[7]

The current Ukrainian battlefield capabilities that are denying Russian forces the ability
to restore maneuver to the battlefield on Russian terms largely depend on the provision
of Western military assistance in key systems, many of which only the US can provide at
scale. Ukrainian forces currently have advantages in counterbattery technology and medium-to-long-
range strike capabilities due to Western-provided military assistance.[8] Western states have provided
NATO 155mm artillery systems and ammunition capable of striking targets at longer ranges than Soviet
equipment, and superior counterbattery radar systems that have provided Ukrainian forces with
targeting advantages.[9] Western-provided medium- and long-range systems including HIMARS,
ATACMS, and Storm Shadow/SCALP missiles have enabled Ukrainian forces to achieve the significant
impacts of liberating west bank Kherson Oblast and severely degrading the Russian Black Sea Fleet,
among others.[10] Western provided air defense systems have denied Russian forces the air superiority
necessary to safely operate aircraft to support Russian offensive operations, including hypothetical deep
battle operations.[11]

Ukrainian forces will not be able to retain these advantages and deny Russian forces the
ability to restore maneuver to the battlefield on Russian terms without further assistance
from the United States and its partner countries in the near and medium term. Russian
President Vladimir Putin and other senior Russian officials have previously touted their hopes of
outlasting Western security assistance to Ukraine on the battlefield, and Russian forces are attempting
to develop technology to adapt to current Ukrainian capabilities.[12] Mashovets noted that the Russian
military command is learning and currently demonstrating greater operational flexibility than earlier
in the war, including by establishing new artillery batteries to increase fire capabilities, bolstering
intelligence capabilities, using disinformation to feed false intelligence on Russian force movements,
and fragmenting the movements of its larger formations.[13] Mashovets stated that Russian forces are
also actively developing their own technology to counter Ukrainian capabilities and develop their own
capabilities, including electronic warfare (EW) systems, sea drones, combat control
systems.[14] Ukraine will lose its current battlefield advantages if Western states,
particularly the United States, prematurely cease security assistance to Ukraine before
Ukraine’s ongoing defense industrial base (DIB) revitalization efforts render its DIB
largely self-sufficient.[15] If the US cuts off military aid now Russian forces may regain
battlefield capabilities necessary to restore maneuver to the battlefield on Russian terms
and would place Russia in a much better position militarily in the medium to long term.

Russian sources are purposefully exaggerating Ukrainian casualties in a Russian strike
near Selydove, Donetsk Oblast on February 13.[16] Other Russian sources claimed that the
strike caused far fewer casualties and published footage purportedly of a Russian strike against
Tsukuryne (just south of Selydove) that is not consistent with the high number of casualties that other
Russian sources claimed.[17] Ukrainian military officials reported on February 13 that Russian sources
began purposefully spreading disinformation about Ukrainian losses after the Russian strike near
Selydove and stated that Russian forces conducted a multiple rocket launch system (MLRS) strike
against Tsukuryne, Donetsk Oblast on February 13 that damaged civilian infrastructure but did not
cause any casualties.[18] Kremlin newswire TASS amplified a claim from an alleged unofficial

2 Institute for the Study of War and AEl’s Critical Threats Project 2024



Telegram channel of a Ukrainian brigade confirming Ukrainian personnel losses in the strike.[19] This
unofficial Telegram channel later denied its initial claim.[20] The official Ukrainian brigade’s Facebook
page has not published anything regarding the purported strike at the time of this publication.[21] The
Ukrainian Center for Countering Disinformation reported in December 2023 that Russian actors
planned to promote information operations aimed at degrading Ukrainian morale through a network
of fake Telegram channels disguised as official accounts of Ukrainian regional officials and military
brigades.[22]

The Kremlin appears to be asserting the right to enforce Russian Federation law on
officials of governments in NATO member states over actions taken in the performance
of their official duties within the territories of their own countries. The Russian Ministry of
Internal Affairs (MVD) have put dozens of government officials from NATO countries on Russia’s
wanted list because of alleged violations of Russian federal law committed outside the jurisdiction of
the Russian Federation. Russian opposition outlet Mediazona stated on February 13 that it gained
access to the MVD’s wanted list and that the Russian MVD put Estonian Prime Minister Kaja Kallas,
Estonian Secretary of State Taimar Peterkop, Latvian Justice Minister Inese Libina-Egnere, Latvian
Finance Minister Arvils Aseradens, Latvian Agricultural Minister Armands Krauze, and former Latvian
Interior Minister Marija Golubeva on the wanted list for allegedly destroying Soviet monuments in
Estonia and Latvia — which Kremlin newswire TASS confirmed.[23] Mediazona stated that 59
Lithuanian Seimas deputies, 15 Riga municipal deputies, Lithuanian Mayor of Klaipeda Arvydas
Vaitkus, Vaitkus’s deputy, 13 members of the Klaipeda city council, six deputies of the Vilnius city
council, Polish Mayor of Walbrzych Roman Szelemey, and Polish Deputy Minister of State Assets Karol
Rabenda also appear on the Russian MVD’s wanted list in connection with the destruction of Soviet
monuments in the Baltic states and Poland.[24] Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitri Peskov stated the Baltic
officials are wanted for “hostile actions against historical memory and Russia.”[25] Russian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MFA) Spokesperson Maria Zakharova claimed that Kallas is “actively pursuing a policy
of demolishing monuments and mocking the memory of Soviet soldiers” and that she must be held
accountable for “blasphemy.”[26] Zakharova called on Russian law enforcement agencies to conduct
investigations “within the framework of their powers and responsibilities in accordance with the
legislation of Russia.” Zakharova claimed that the officials must “answer for their crimes” and that “this
is just the beginning.”[27]

Article 243 of the Russian Criminal Code states that the destruction or damage of cultural heritage sites
and monuments is punishable by up to six years in prison.[28] Russia, however, does not have the legal
authority to prosecute foreign citizens for allegedly violating Russian laws in foreign states. Russia has
notably used the issue of Soviet monuments to justify hybrid warfare tactics against NATO countries in
the past when Russia launched large-scale cyberattacks against Estonia in 2007 after Estonia moved a
Soviet World War II war memorial and the remains of Soviet soldiers from central Tallinn to the Tallinn
Defense Cemetery.[29] Although it is unclear if the Russian government had planned to publicize its
inclusion of the European officials on the list before Mediazona disclosed this information, this may be
part of ongoing Russian effort to set informational conditions justifying possible Russian escalations
against NATO states in the future, as ISW has extensively reported.[30] The Kremlin has also invoked
narratives related to the historical memory of World War II to justify and sustain its full-scale invasion
of Ukraine.[31]
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US sanctions are reportedly constraining Russian efforts to skirt the G7 oil cap amid
continued indications that India may be rethinking its growing position as a customer of
Russian oil. Bloomberg reported on February 13 that at least 21 of the 50 oil tankers that the US has
sanctioned since October 2023 for carrying Russian crude oil priced above the G7’s $60 price cap have
stopped transporting Russian oil and petroleum products.[32] Bloomberg also reported that in the past
two months roughly half of 14 idling oil tankers carrying Russian oil to India have since turned around
from their destination without unloading.[33] Indian government sources have recently reportedly
stated that India wants to distance itself from Russia due to the war in Ukraine, limiting Russia’s ability
to provide India with munitions.[34] Increased energy exports to Indo-pacific states, primarily India
and China, and widespread Russian efforts to skirt the G7 price cap through a fleet of oil tankers with
obscure ownership and insurance allowed Russia to significantly increase oil revenues in
2023.[35] Russia relied on oil revenues to buoy federal budgets amid increased spending on its war in
Ukraine in 2023, and effective US sanctions and Indian reconsiderations of its trade relationship with
Russia may complicate this effort in 2024.[36]

Key Takeaways:

« The US Senate passed a supplemental appropriations bill that would provide
roughly $60 billion of security assistance to Ukraine, the vast majority of which
would go to US companies and personnel.

e Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets reported that Russian
forces are attempting to restore maneuver to the battlefield through Soviet deep
battle theory but are struggling with implementing Soviet deep battle so far due
to current Ukrainian capabilities.

o The current Ukrainian battlefield capabilities that are denying Russian forces
the ability to restore maneuver to the battlefield on Russian terms largely
depend on the provision of Western military assistance in key systems, many of
which only the US can provide at scale.

o Ukrainian forces will not be able to retain these advantages and deny Russian
forces the ability to restore maneuver to the battlefield on Russian terms
without further assistance from the United States and its partner countries in
the near and medium term.

o« Russian sources are purposefully exaggerating Ukrainian casualties in a
Russian strike near Selydove, Donetsk Oblast on February 13.

« The Kremlin appears to be asserting the right to enforce Russian Federation
law on officials of governments in NATO member states over actions taken in
the performance of their official duties within the territories of their own
countries.

o US sanctions are reportedly constraining Russian efforts to skirt the G7 oil cap
amid continued indications that India may be rethinking its growing position as
a customer of Russian oil.

o Russian forces recently made confirmed advances near Kreminna and in
western Zaporizhia Oblast amid continued positional engagements along the
entire frontline.

o The British International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) think tank
stated on February 12 that Russia is likely able to sustain its current rate of
vehicle losses for at least two to three years by producing new vehicles and
reactivating vehicles from storage.
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e« The Kremlin continues efforts to solidify control of occupied Ukraine through
institutionalizing social benefits and services.
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

o Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts)

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast

o Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

o Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign

o Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

o Russian Technological Adaptations

o Activities in Russian-occupied areas

e Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts

o Russian Information Operations and Narratives

o Significant Activity in Belarus

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces recently advanced west of Kreminna amid continued positional fighting on the
Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on February 13. Geolocated footage published on February 12 shows
that Russian forces recently advanced in a field east of Torske (west of Kreminna).[37] A Russian
milblogger claimed on February 12 that Russian forces advanced 300 meters further into eastern
Bilohorivka (south of Kreminna) and seized a segment of the Shypylivka-Bilohorivka road, but ISW has
not observed visual confirmation of this claim.[38] Positional fighting continued on February 13
northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka and Lake Lyman; southeast of Kupyansk near Tymkivka and
Tabaivka; northwest of Kreminna near Nevske; west of Kreminna near Terny and Yampolivka; and near
Bilohorivka.[39]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Russian forces reportedly advanced west of Bakhmut amid continued positional fighting in the area on
February 13. The spokesperson for a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Bakhmut area stated that
Russian forces are partially advancing near Bohdanivka (northwest of Bakhmut) and are capturing
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whole windbreaks or forest areas near the settlement.[40] The Ukrainian spokesperson stated that
Russian milbloggers are falsely claiming that Russian forces have advanced within two kilometers of
Chasiv Yar (west of Bakhmut).[41] Russian milbloggers claimed on February 12 and 13 that elements
of the 98th Airborne (VDV) Division, including elements of its 331st VDV Regiment, advanced towards
Bohdanivka, west of the 00506 (Khromove-Chasiv Yar) highway, and towards Ivanivske (west of
Bakhmut).[42] Positional fighting continued northeast of Bakhmut near Bilohorivka and Vesele,
northwest of Bakhmut near Bohdanivka, west of Bakhmut near Ivanivske, southwest of Bakhmut near
Klishchiivka and Andriivka, and south of Bakhmut near Shumy and Pivdenne.[43] Elements of the
Russian 83rd VDV Brigade and the 106th VDV Division are reportedly operating in the Bakhmut
direction.[44]

Assessed Control of Terrain in Bakhmut as of
February 13, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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Russian forces reportedly continued to advance within Avdiivka amid continued positional fighting in
the area on February 13. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced in northern and
central Avdiivka and on the southeastern and southern outskirts of the settlement, although ISW has
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not yet observed confirmation of further Russian gains within Avdiivka.[45] Russian milbloggers
claimed that Russian forces advanced west of Avdiivka near Lastochkyne and southwest of Avdiivka
near Pervomaiske, but ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims either.[46] Positional
fighting continued within and near Avdiivka, west of Avdiivka near Tonenke, and southwest of Avdiivka
near Nevelske and Pervomaiske.[47] Ukrainian Tavriisk Group of Forces Commander Brigadier
General Oleksandr Tarnavskyi stated that Russian forces are intensifying assaults in the Tavriisk
direction (Avdiivka through western Zaporizhia Oblast) and conducted their highest number of air and
artillery strikes in the area since the start of 2024.[48] Russian milbloggers claimed on February 13 that
Russian forces conducted up to 60 glide bomb strikes on Ukrainian positions in Avdiivka over the past
day.[49] Elements of the Russian 1st “Slavic” Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st Donetsk Peoples Republic
[DNR] Army Corps [AC]) are reportedly operating in the Avdiivka direction.[50]
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Assessed Control of Terrain near Donetsk City
as of February 13, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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Note: A Russian source claimed on February 12 that Russian forces advanced west of the railway line in Avdiivka along
Timiryazev and Silhosptekhnik streets up to 920 meters wide and 200 meters deep. A Russian source claimed on February

12 that Russian forces advanced up to 450 meters wide and 300 meters deep south of Chernyshevsky street in southern
Avdiivka.

Positional engagements continued west and southwest of Donetsk City on February 13. Russian and
Ukrainian sources stated that positional fighting continued west of Donetsk City near Heorhiivka and
southwest of Donetsk City near Pobieda and Novomykhailivka.[51] Elements of the Russian 238th
Artillery Brigade (8th Combined Arms Army, Southern Military District) and the 5th Separate
Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st DNR AC) are reportedly operating near Heorhiivka and elements of the
14th Spetsnaz Brigade (Russian General Staff’s Main Directorate [GRU]) and the 155th Naval Infantry
Brigade (Pacific Fleet) are reportedly operating near Novomykhailivka.[52]
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Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Positional engagements continued in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on February 13 but
there were no confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian and Ukrainian sources stated that Russian
forces unsuccessfully attacked south of Prechystivka (southeast of Velyka Novosilka) and north of
Pryyutne (southwest of Velyka Novosilka).[53] Elements of the Russian 29th Combined Arms Army
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(Eastern Military District) reportedly continue to operate in the Vuhledar direction (east of Velyka
Novosilka).[54]
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Russian forces recently advanced in western Zaporizhia Oblast amid continued positional engagements
on February 13. Geolocated footage published on February 12 indicates that Russian forces recently
advanced west of Robotyne.[55] Russian and Ukrainian sources stated that positional engagements
continued near Robotyne, northeast of Robotyne near Mala Tokmachka and Novoprokovka, east of
Robotyne near Verbove, and south of Robotyne near Novoprokopivka.[56] Elements of the Russian 71st
Motorized Rifle Regiment (42nd Motorized Rifle Division, 58th Combined Arms Army, Southern
Military District) reportedly continue to operate near Robotyne.[57]
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Positional engagements continued in east (left) bank Kherson Oblast near Krynky.[58] Ukrainian
Southern Operational Command Spokesperson Colonel Nataliya Humenyuk stated that Russian
Storm-Z, Naval Infantry, Airborne (VDV), and mobilized units conduct two-to-three assaults in left
bank Kherson Oblast per day.[59] Humenyuk also reported that Russian forces are increasingly using
first-person view (FPV) drones in assaults in left bank Kherson Oblast and that Russian assault units
lose up to 70 percent of their personnel in such attacks.
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Note: The Ukrainian counteroffensive layer displays areas previously assigned to the Russian control,
Russian advances, or Russian claims layers where [ISW now assesses that Ukrainian forces have
established a presence beyond a short-term raid. Inclusion of an area on this layer does not imply that
ISW assesses that the area is part of any upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operation.

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces conducted a series of missile and drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of February
12 to 13. The Ukrainian Air Force reported on February 13 that Russian forces launched 23 Shahed-
136/131 drones from Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai, and occupied Cape Chauda, Crimea, and
that Ukrainian forces destroyed 16 Shaheds in Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhia, and Kherson
oblasts.[60] Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command reported that Ukrainian forces shot down a
Russian Kh-59 missile near Odesa City and that Russian forces struck Kirovohrad Oblast with a likely
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Iskander-K missile.[61] Ukrainian Air Force Spokesperson Colonel Yuriy Thnat stated that Ukrainian
forces are using a large number of foreign air defense systems in parallel with Soviet-era S-300 and
Buk-Ma1 air defense systems.[62] Thnat stated that foreign air defense systems, such as NASAMS, IRIS-
T, and Patriot systems, should become the basis of Ukraine’s air defense umbrella.[63]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

The British International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) think tank stated on February 12 that
Russia is likely able to sustain its current rate of vehicle losses for at least two to three years by
producing new vehicles and reactivating vehicles from storage.[64] IISS estimated that Russia has lost
over 3,000 armored fighting vehicles in 2023 and close to 8,000 armored fighting vehicles since
February 2022. IISS stated that Russia likely reactivated at least 1,180 main battle tanks and about
2,470 infantry fighting vehicles and armored personnel carriers pulled from storage in 2023. IISS stated
that Russia has 10 Central Tank Reserve Bases, at least 37 mixed equipment and armaments storage
bases, and at least 12 artillery storage bases. Ukrainian military analyst Oleksandr Kovalenko stated on
February 11 that Russia’s reported tank production numbers in recent years largely reflect restored and
modernized tanks drawn from storage rather than new production.[65]

Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered the Russian government to address issues related to Russian
military personnel, likely as part of Putin’s continued efforts to portray himself as an involved, caring,
wartime leader before the March 2024 presidential election. Putin ordered the Russian government to
change the process of examining injured miliary personnel who fought in Donetsk People’s Republic
(DNR) and Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) militias and military formations since May 2014 and to
analyze existing frameworks for providing benefits and payment to Russian military personnel.[66]

Russia is trying to nationalize certain defense industrial base (DIB) enterprises. Russian news
outlet Kommersant reported on February 13 that the Russian Prosecutor General’s Office filed a lawsuit
with the Sverdlovsk Oblast Arbitration Court to seize the shares of three industrial enterprises of the
Chelyabinsk Electrometallurgical Plant, claiming that the privatization of these enterprises from 1993
to 1999 was illegal and required the Russian government’s permission.[67] The Prosecutor General’s
Office claimed that residents of unspecified “unfriendly” states control the enterprises and that the
enterprises export products at a reduced cost to the US, France, and the United Kingdom
(UK). Kommersant reported that the Prosecutor General’s Office stated that the enterprises are
Russia’s largest producers of ferroalloys specifically for high-quality steel for military equipment, heat-
resistant aircraft engines, weapon barrels, and armor-piercing projectiles.

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

Nothing significant to report.

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense
industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and
international partners)
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Ukraine continues efforts to domestically produce drones. Ukrainian Prime Minster Denys Shmyhal
stated on February 13 that Ukraine has about 200 private drone production companies.[68] Ukrainian
Deputy Prime Minister Mykhailo Fedorov stated on February 12 that Ukraine allocated about $2.5
million in grants to military tech startups in 2023 and that Ukraine is set to increase this amount by
tenfold in 2024.[69]

Ukraine reportedly created a nationwide electronic warfare (EW) system that can disrupt Russian
drones’ satellite navigation.[70] The “Pokrova” system reportedly jams navigation systems, like the
Russian GLONASS, with “spoofing,” causing the drones to relay an incorrect location. Ukrainian forces
have reportedly used spoofing to down Russian drones at a short range, but Pokrova works on a larger
scale. Forbes stated that Ukrainian forces may already be using Pokrova to down Russian Shahed
drones.[71]

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

The Kremlin continues efforts to solidify control of occupied Ukraine through institutionalizing social
benefits and services. Russian President Vladimir Putin approved a list of instructions on February 12
instructing the Russian government to ensure the extension of preferential mortgage lending programs
in occupied Ukraine, to develop health infrastructure in occupied territories through offering medical
workers from Russia money, and to guarantee insurance payments to volunteers operating in occupied
Ukraine.[72] These instructions notably aim to attract Russian citizens, businesses, and volunteers to
occupied Ukraine, likely to permanently change Ukraine’s demographics. These measures support
longstanding Russian efforts to establish economic and social control over occupied territories while
also likely supporting Russian repopulation efforts that seek to bring ethnic Russians to occupied
Ukraine as part of the Kremlin’s ethnic cleansing campaign.[73]

Russian Information Operations and Narratives

US-sanctioned pro-Kremlin Moldovan politician Ilan Shor reiterated boilerplate claims that the US
intends to directly interfere in Moldovan politics by finding a “replacement” for current Moldovan
President Maia Sandu.[74] Shor is likely attempting to further a common Russian information
operation aimed at portraying any perceived pro-Western political sentiment in post-Soviet countries
as Western-manufactured and not endogenously generated.

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)

Nothing significant to report.

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
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geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.
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