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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is updated daily
alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a computer (not a mobile
device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool.

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. These
maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic
frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive monthly.

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 12:30pm ET on February 14. ISW will cover subsequent reports
in the February 15 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

Ukrainian forces successfully sank another Russian Black Sea Fleet (BSF) landing ship in the Black Sea off
the southern coast of occupied Crimea on the night of February 13 to 14. The Ukrainian Main Military
Intelligence Directorate (GUR) published footage on February 14 showing Ukrainian maritime drones striking the Caesar
Kunikov Ropucha-class landing ship off the coast of occupied Alupka, Crimea.[1] The GUR reported that maritime drone
strikes caused the ship to sink and stated that Russian search and rescue operations were not successful. The GUR stated
that the Caesar Kunikov was the largest amphibious landing ship of its project 775 type. Ukrainian forces have destroyed or
damaged at least five BSF landing ships since the Russian full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022.[2] Ukrainian
Navy Spokesperson Captain Third Rank Dmytro Pletenchuk stated that only five of 13 BSF landing ships that Russia had at
the start of the full-scale invasion remain “in service” and that “four ships are under repair, four are destroyed, and five are
still in the ranks.”[3] Ukrainian strikes damaging and sinking BSF landing ships further reduce Russia’s ability to conduct
amphibious operations, although ISW continues to assess that Russia is unlikely to conduct an amphibious landing
operation in Ukraine since Russian naval infantry are deployed across Ukraine and a Ukrainian strike campaign in summer
and fall 2023 successfully sequestered the BSF to the eastern part of the Black Sea.[4]

Ukraine reportedly continues efforts to offset Russian advantages in manpower and materiel by using
more advanced systems and equipment, although continued delays in Western security assistance will
undermine these efforts. Ukrainian Deputy Defense Minister Lieutenant General Ivan Havrylyuk stated in an interview
published on February 14 that Ukraine cannot compete with Russia in the number of artillery shells, tanks, and soldiers that
Russia can generate but that Ukraine can achieve an advantage on the battlefield by using high-tech weapons.[5] Havrylyuk
stated that Ukrainian forces have proven that a well-trained army with more advanced weapons can defeat an enemy with
numerical superiority in manpower and equipment.[6] Havrylyuk argued that Ukrainian forces have superior strike
capabilities that have previously allowed Ukraine to degrade Russian logistics and combat capabilities.[7] Havrylyuk
stressed that Ukraine only has these superior capabilities when it has enough long-range high-precision munitions and
enough ammunition for Western-provided artillery systems that have longer ranges and better accuracy than Russian
artillery systems.[8] Havrylyuk specifically highlighted Ukrainian efforts to integrate strike drone capabilities throughout
the Ukrainian Armed Forces at scale and noted that Ukraine aims to gradually increase the proportion of machines to people
on the battlefield.[9]

Havrylyuk acknowledged that Ukrainian progress in expanding drone operations does not replace Ukraine’s need for
advanced artillery systems and other long-range capabilities, however. Havrylyuk stated that the war in Ukraine
demonstrates that artillery plays a key role on the battlefield and noted that Ukrainian MLRS and artillery units have caused
the majority of Russia’s losses in Ukraine.[10] Havrylyuk stated that drones have certain advantages over artillery,
specifically in cost, but are more susceptible to external factors such as Russian electronic warfare (EW) systems and natural
factors, likely referencing weather.[11] The drones that Ukrainian forces currently possess are not able to generate certain
battlefield effects that artillery can achieve, such as the destruction of field fortifications, and most Ukrainian drones cannot
reliably destroy Russian armored vehicles as artillery can. Havrylyuk argued that Ukraine needs to focus on combined
operations using drones and artillery systems to increase the accuracy of Ukrainian fires and conserve artillery
ammunition.[12] Ukraine’s ability to conduct such combined operations currently relies on Western provisions of artillery
shells, and Havrylyuk acknowledged that shell shortages continue to affect Ukrainian capabilities and force Ukraine to
adjust operational plans.[13]
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Russia is similarly pursuing battlefield advantages through technological innovation despite its focus on
generating manpower and materiel in greater mass than Ukraine. Russia has gradually expanded its defense
industrial base (DIB), sourced critical equipment and ammunition from abroad, and established a crypto-mobilization
apparatus that has allowed the Russian military to deploy more personnel and materiel in Ukraine than Ukrainian
forces.[14] Havrylyuk stated that Russia is focused on advantages in the quantity of military materiel, although this Russian
focus on mass has not precluded Russia from pursuing select technological adaptations.[15] Russian forces have particularly
focused on deploying EW systems along the frontline and are likewise attempting to expand the use of drones at scale in
Ukraine.[16] Russia has not conducted a general mobilization of manpower and materiel and remains unlikely to do so,
currently limiting the mass that the Russian military can bring to bear in Ukraine.[17] It remains unclear how much further
Russia can mobilize its DIB and generate new forces without taking significant and possibly unpopular actions given Russia’s
persistent economic and human capital constraints.[18] ISW has previously assessed that if the Russians retain the theater-
wide initiative in Ukraine for a long time they may prioritize force generation efforts over the requirements of their current
offensive efforts, and the Russian command could also use such prioritization to focus more heavily on technological
innovation and adaptation at scale.[19] There are no indications that the Russian command intends to adopt such an
approach, however.

Havrylyuk’s description of the Ukrainian effort to pursue advantages through the use of more advanced systems echoes
former Ukrainian Commander-in-Chief Valerii Zaluzhnyi’s strategy of using technological adaptation and innovation to
offset Russian numerical advantages in Ukraine, seize the theater-wide initiative, and restore maneuver to the
battlefield.[20] The Russians could in principle also attempt such an approach, but Ukraine appears to be pursuing it in a
much more deliberate and concerted effort than Russia. Ukraine is revitalizing its DIB in order to produce and sustain many
of these advanced systems on its own or in direct partnership with other countries and to integrate them into Ukrainian
tactics, and a premature end to Western security assistance would cede to Russian forces operational advantages before
Ukraine could achieve such self-sufficiency.[21] The Ukrainian ability to see such a strategy to fruition is dependent on
continued Western support that allows Ukrainian forces to maintain battlefield advantages while providing Ukraine with
new advantages over Russian mass.

Russian authorities may be generating enough new forces to sustain losses generated by the current tempo
of their offensive operations in Ukraine through 2025. The Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) reported on
February 13 that the Russian military continues to grow despite taking significant casualties in Ukraine and that Russian
military recruiters are currently meeting almost 85 percent of their quotas for contract recruits.[22] ISW previously assessed
that Russian forces may be suffering losses along the frontline in Ukraine at a rate close to Russia’s current force-generation
rate.[23] RUSI assessed that Russian forces will likely have the manpower and materiel to be able to maintain a steady
tempo of assaults throughout 2024 despite the fact that Russian forces’ quality is unlikely to increase as long as Ukrainian
forces can maintain a sufficient level of attrition across the theater.[24] RUSI noted that Ukraine’s ability to defend against
Russian assaults and attrit Russian forces is highly dependent on continued Western assistance to Ukraine, which is
consistent with ISW‘s ongoing assessment that the collapse of Western aid at this time would eventually lead to the collapse
of Ukraine’s ability to defend itself and hold off the Russian military.[25] It is unclear if Russia’s ongoing force-generation
campaigns would be able to make up for additional losses that Russian forces would sustain by intensifying offensive
operations.

RUSI additionally reported that Russian forces typically engage in localized tactical assaults until they have lost up to 30
percent of their manpower, after which they are rotated out and reconstituted.[26] Losses of 30 percent are extremely high.
Most units become combat ineffective after taking much lower losses. The Russians are therefore likely fighting their units
past the point at which they have become combat ineffective before rotating them out for reconstitution. Ukrainian Main
Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) Deputy Chief Major General Vadym Skibitskyi stated on January 11 that Russian
forces withdraw their units to rear areas when they are at 50 percent or less of their intended end strength and return them
to the front following recovery and replenishment.[27] The Russian command’s willingness to allow a unit to be severely
degraded to between 50 and 70 percent of the unit’s end strength significantly impacts the unit’s combat effectiveness. This
approach to force management likely explains the observable pattern of Russian operations on the ground. Localized
assaults continue until they stall out, whereupon offensive operations pause while the command rotates and replenishes
degraded units. ISW has observed this pattern in the Kupyansk and Lyman directions since January 2024.[28] Russia can
likely sustain this approach for a long time but cannot accelerate its progress as long as Ukraine has the materiel necessary
to conduct effective defensive operations. Successful Russian operational-level offensives in Ukraine will likely require the
Russian command to commit relatively combat effective and well-equipped units and formations to offensive operations at
scale, something the Kremlin has generally been unable or unwilling to do.[29]

The Estonian Foreign Intelligence Service (VLA) stated that the Russian military’s ongoing restructuring
and expansion effort aims to intensify Russian military posturing against Finland and the wider NATO
alliance. The VLA reported on February 13 that the Russian military is forming the Leningrad Military District (LMD) and
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Moscow Military District (MMD) in order to posture against Finland and NATO while also attempting to “partially
strengthen its units” in the Baltic region as the war in Ukraine continues.[30] Russian formations garrisoned near the
Baltics, such as the 6th Combined Arms Army (Western Military District) and 76th Airborne (VDV) Division, are currently
heavily committed to combat operations in Ukraine.[31] Russian President Vladimir Putin and Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu have indicated that the Russian military is reforming the LMD to prepare for a potential future conventional war
against NATO.[32] The VLA’s assessment that the Russian military may be attempting to use these reforms to strengthen
its forces along NATO’s flank is consistent with ISW’s assessment that Russia may be arranging military assets in a way to
posture along the border with NATO members in the mid-to-long term.[33] The VLA stated that about 19,000 Russian
forces were stationed in the direction of Estonia before Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 and that
the Russian military may double the number of personnel and armored vehicles and increase the number of tanks and
artillery systems near the Estonian border when Russia begins to feel confident about the outcome of the war in Ukraine.
Russia would likely use an increased military presence on NATO’s eastern flank to intensify threats against NATO to further
Russia’s long-term goal of weakening and containing the alliance.[34]

The Kremlin is conducting information operations against Moldova very similar to those that the Kremlin
used before its invasions of Ukraine in 2014 and 2022, likely to set conditions to justify possible future
Russian escalation against Moldova. Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov answered a question after his speech to
the Russian State Duma on February 14 about the Transnistria conflict and falsely alleged that the United States and
European Union (EU) control the Moldovan government.[35] Lavrov claimed that the West stopped the 5+2 negotiating
process in the Transnistria conflict. The 5+2 process included Russia, Ukraine, Transnistria, Moldova, and the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) as mediators and the EU and US as observers. Lavrov claimed that Russia
will “do everything” to resume the 5+2 process. Moldovan Deputy Prime Minister Oleg Serebrian stated on January 28 that
Moldova would not return to the 5+2 process as long as Russian-Ukrainian relations did not improve and Russia’s war in
Ukraine continues.[36] Lavrov claimed that there are about 200,000 Russian citizens in Transnistria and that Russia is
“concerned about their fate” and “will not allow them to become victims of another Western adventure.”[37] Lavrov further
alleged that Moldova decided not to give state budget subsidies to regions such as Gagauzia that oppose Moldovan
integration with the EU. Lavrov compared Moldovan actions concerning Gagauzia to the way the West “refused” to give
former Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych time to review Ukraine’s Association Agreement with the EU in 2013. Lavrov
claimed that the West is issuing similar “ultimatums” to Chisinau about EU integration.

The Kremlin previously accused Ukraine of abandoning and disregarding the Minsk Agreements, which established the
post-2014 armistice following the first Russian invasion of Ukraine and involved Ukraine, Russia, and the OSCE with France
and Germany as mediators, and Russian President Vladimir Putin has regularly claimed that Ukraine’s alleged violations of
the Minsk Agreements “forced” Russia to invade Ukraine in 2022.[38] The Kremlin has also used the idea of protecting its
“compatriots abroad” to justify the fact that Russian troops have occupied Transnistria since 1992 as well as Russia's full-
scale invasions of Ukraine in 2014 and 2022.[39] The Kremlin has also accused the US of orchestrating the protests that
erupted after Yanukovych’s withdrawal from the Association Agreement with the EU in 2013 and claimed that the alleged
subsequent US-backed “coup” forced Russia to invade Crimea and begin military operations in Donbas in 2014 to protect
those that “opposed the coup” and Russian “compatriots abroad.”[40]

ISW continues to assess that Kremlin officials and mouthpieces have been attempting to set information conditions to justify
possible Russian efforts to destabilize Moldova and prevent its integration into the West, and the fact that Lavrov furthered
these narratives — and added additional allegations — suggests that the Kremlin is orchestrating these wider efforts in the
information space.[41] Other officials from the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), including MFA Spokesperson
Maria Zakharova, have previously claimed that Moldovan authorities are trying to economically “strangle” Transnistria, are
preventing a diplomatic solution to the Transnistria conflict, and face widespread domestic discontent towards Moldovan
government policies.[42] A Kremlin-affiliated milblogger has recently seized on the Transnistria issue to consistently
promote similar Kremlin narratives as well as claims that Moldova is “militarizing” in order to “forcefully reintegrate”
Transnistria into Moldova — an effort for which Russia, the milblogger claimed, must prepare.[43] Moldovan authorities
recently accused Russian peacekeepers in Transnistria of conducting exercises and using weapons in the Moldovan security
zone in violation of the OSCE Joint Control Commission (JCC) protocols.[44] The timing of a possible Russian hybrid
operation in Moldova is unclear, but the Kremlin is setting informational conditions to make it possible
soon.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenburg stated on February 14 that NATO does not see any immediate
threat of military attacks on a NATO member but noted that there is a “constant risk” of hybrid
attacks. Stoltenberg stated that NATO is working to improve intelligence, intelligence sharing, and collaboration with civil
society to combat hybrid threats.[45] ISW has recently observed Kremlin actors, including Russian President Vladimir
Putin, setting informational conditions to justify possible Russian hybrid attacks on Moldova as well as the Baltic states,
Denmark, and Finland.[46]
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Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitri Peskov denied recent Western reports that Russia recently proposed
freezing the conflict in Ukraine.[47] Peskov called Western reporting on the supposed proposal “untrue” and claimed
that US involvement in Ukraine will not change the war’s course and that Russia will continue the war until all its goals are
achieved.[48] Reuters reported on February 13, citing unnamed Russian sources, that the US rejected a ceasefire proposal
from Russian President Vladimir Putin in late 2023 or early 2024.[49] An unnamed US source denied any official contact
with Russia and reiterated that the US will not engage in peace negotiations with Russia that do not involve
Ukraine.[50] ISW has yet to observe evidence that Russian officials are interested in good-faith peace negotiations with
Ukraine but continues to observe signals that Russia may be open to bilateral discussions leading to the US abandonment
of Ukraine.[51] Russian officials recently blamed the US for the absence of constructive peace negotiations to end Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine as part of ongoing Kremlin efforts to frame the West as the only meaningful negotiating partner in
Ukraine and convince the West to accept the Kremlin’s premise that Ukraine has no independent agency.[52] Estonian
Foreign Intelligence Service (VLA) Director General Kaupo Rosin stated on February 14 that the Kremlin is pushing the
false narrative that Russia is interested in peace negotiations in the West in order to undermine Western military support
for Ukraine.[53] ISW previously assessed that Russian statements suggesting that Russia is or always has been interested
in peace negotiations are very likely efforts to feign interest to prompt preemptive Western concessions regarding Ukrainian
sovereignty and territorial integrity.[54]

Russia reportedly is developing a space-based anti-satellite weapon. US House Intelligence Committee Chair
Michael Turner stated on February 14 that he made information about a “serious national security threat” available to all
members of Congress and called on US President Joe Biden to declassify all information relating to the threat.[55] Western
media reported that two sources stated that the intelligence concerns Russia’s desire to put an anti-satellite nuclear weapon
into space to use against satellites, not to launch a nuclear weapon onto Earth.[56] The New York Times (NYT) reported
that US officials said that the new intelligence was serious but that Russia is still developing the capability and has not
deployed it yet.[57] NYT reported that the possible Russian capability does not pose an urgent threat to the US, Ukraine, or
America’s European allies. The Russian Ministry of Defense announced on February 9 that the Russian Aerospace Forces
(VKS) launched a Soyuz-2.1v launch vehicle from the Plesetsk Cosmodrome with an unspecified classified payload “in the
interests of the Russian Ministry of Defense.”[58]

Key Takeaways:

¢ Ukrainian forces successfully sank another Russian Black Sea Fleet (BSF) landing ship in the
Black Sea off the southern coast of occupied Crimea on the night of February 13 to 14.

¢ Ukraine reportedly continues efforts to offset Russian advantages in manpower and materiel
by using more advanced systems and equipment, although continued delays in Western security
assistance will undermine these efforts.

¢ Russia is similarly pursuing battlefield advantages through technological innovation despite
its focus on generating manpower and materiel in greater mass than Ukraine.

¢ Russian authorities may be generating enough new forces to sustain losses generated by the
current tempo of their offensive operations in Ukraine through 2025.

e The Estonian Foreign Intelligence Service (VLA) stated that the Russian military’s ongoing
restructuring and expansion effort aims to intensify Russian military posturing against Finland
and the wider NATO alliance.

¢ The Kremlin is conducting information operations against Moldova very similar to those that
the Kremlin used before its invasions of Ukraine in 2014 and 2022, likely to set conditions to
justify possible future Russian escalation against Moldova.

e NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenburg stated on February 14 that NATO does not see any
immediate threat of military attacks on a NATO member but noted that there is a “constant risk”
of hybrid attacks.

¢ Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitri Peskov denied recent Western reports that Russia recently
proposed freezing the conflict in Ukraine.

¢ Russia reportedly is developing a space-based anti-satellite weapon.

¢ Russian forces recently made confirmed advances near Bakhmut, Marinka, and Krynky amid
continued positional fighting along the entire line of contact on February 14.

¢ Russia continues efforts to expand its defense industrial base (DIB).

e Russian authorities continue efforts to militarize and culturally indoctrinate youth and
students in occupied Ukraine into Russian identity and ideology.
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attacks against but do not control.
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-covered in Western
media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We will
continue to evaluate and report on the effects of these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and
the Ukrainian population and specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn
Russian violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

e Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts)
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into
eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

Russian Technological Adaptations

Activities in Russian-occupied areas

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts

Russian Information Operations and Narratives

Significant Activity in Belarus

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the remainder of
Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and northern Donetsk Oblast)

Positional engagements continued along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on February 14. Russian and Ukrainian
sources stated that there was positional fighting northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka; southeast of Kupyansk near Ivanivka
and Tabaivka; west of Kreminna near Terny, Yampolivka, and Torske; southwest of Kreminna near Dibrova; and south of
Kreminna near Bilohorivka.[59] Ukrainian Khortytsia Group of Forces Spokesperson Captain Ilya Yevlash stated that
Russian forces have intensified assaults with heavy equipment along the frontline in the Kupyansk and Lyman directions
but noted that equipment and weapons shortages are limiting Russian forces’ ability to conduct offensive operations in these
directions.[60] Elements of the Chechen Akhmat Spetsnaz “Aida” detachment are reportedly operating near Bilohorivka
(south of Kreminna).[61]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the entirety of Donetsk
Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Russian forces recently made a confirmed advance near Bakhmut amid continued positional fighting in the area on February
14. Geolocated footage published on February 12 and 13 indicates that Russian forces advancednear Ivanivske near the
To504 Kostyantynivka-Bakhmut highway (west of Bakhmut).[62] Russian sources claimed that Russian forces advanced
up to 1.5 kilometers wide and 750 meters in depth south of Bohdanivka (northwest of Bakhmut), but ISW has not observed
visual confirmation of this claim.[63] Ukrainian and Russian sources stated that positional engagements continued
northwest of Bakhmut near Bohdanivka; west of Bakhmut near Ivanivske; southwest of Bakhmut near Klishchiivka,
Andriivka, and Kurdyumivka; and south of Bakhmut near Pivdenne and Shumy.[64] Russian milbloggers claimed that
Russian forces conducted glide bomb strikes on Ukrainian forces in Chasiv Yar (west of Bakhmut).[65] Elements of the
Russian 106th Airborne (VDV) Division are reportedly operating near Vesele (northeast of Bakhmut); elements of the
Russian 58th Spetsnaz Battalion (1st Donetsk People’s Republic [DNR] Army Corps) are reportedly operating near
Bakhmut; elements of the Russian 98th VDV Division are reportedly operating south of Bohdanivka; and elements of the
Russian 11th VDV Brigade are reportedly operating near Ivanivske.[66]
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Russian forces reportedly advanced near Avdiivka on February 14, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline in
this area. Russian sources claimed that Russian forces advanced to the main Ukrainian ground line of communication
(GLOCQ) in Avdiivka along Hrushevskoho Street.[67] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces also advanced north
of Avdiivka near the Avdiivka quarry, south of the Avdiivka Coke Plant, and up to 1.4 kilometers in width and up to 930
meters in depth south of Avdiivka from Opytne.[68] ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these Russian claims,
however. The spokesperson for a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Avdiivka direction and Tavriisk Group of Forces
Spokesperson Dmytro Lukhoviy stated that Ukranian forces maintain multiple supply routes into Avdiivka.[69] A Russian
milblogger claimed that Russian forces control 17.5 percent of Avdiivka.[70] ISW can confirm that Russian forces currently
occupy at least 15.4 percent of Avdiivka as of February 14. Ukrainian and Russian sources stated that positional engagements
continued northwest of Avdiivka near Novobakhmutivka, Ocheretyne, and Stepove; southwest of Avdiivka near Sieverne,
Nevelske, Tonenke, and Pervomaiske; south of Avdiivka near the Tsarska Okhota restaurant area and Opytne; near the
Avdiivka Coke Plant on Avdiivka’s northwestern outskirts; and in northwestern and southern Avdiivka.[71] Ukrainian
Tavriisk Group of Forces Commander Brigadier General Oleksandr Tarnavskyi stated that Russian forces conducted 73
airstrikes in the Tavriisk direction (Avdiivka through western Zaporizhia Oblast) and that this was the largest series of
Russian airstrikes in this direction in 2024 so far.[72] The spokesperson for a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Avdiivka
direction stated that Russian forces typically conduct upwards of 30 glide bomb strikes against Avdiivka alone
daily.[73] Lukhoviy stated that Russian forces have concentrated about 50,000 personnel in the Avdiivka
direction.[74] Elements of the DNR’s “Pyatnashka” international volunteer brigade are reportedly operating in the Avdiivka
direction.[75]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks against but do not
control.

Note; Rugsian sources claimed on February 14 that Ruggian forces control 17.5 percent of Avdiivka, A Russian source
claimed on February 14 that Russian forces advanced up to 930 meters along a 1.4-kilometers-wide front northeast of
Optyne. A Russian source claimed on February 14 that Russian forces established positions up to 300 meters into the
Vinohradniki area of Avdiivka. A Russian source claimed on February 12 that Russian forces advanced west of the railway
line in Avdiivka along Timiryazev and Silhosptekhnik streets up to 920 meters wide and 200 meters deep. A Russian source
claimed on February 12 that Russian forces advanced up to 450 meters wide and 300 meters deep south of Chernyshevsky
street in southern Avdiivka.
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Russian forces recently made a confirmed advance west of Donetsk City. Geolocated footage published on February 13
indicates that Russian forces advanced west of Marinka (west of Donetsk City).[76] Russian sources claimed that Russian
forces advanced near Novomykhailivka and Heorhiivka, but ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these
claims.[77] Ukrainian and Russian sources stated that positional engagements continued west of Donetsk City near
Krasnohorivka and southwest of Donetsk City near Heorhiivka, Pobieda, and Novomykhailivka.[78] Elements of the
Russian 155th Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet, Eastern Military District) and the “Russkiye Yastreby” (Russian Hawks)
detachment of the 33rd Motorized Rifle Regiment (1st Donetsk People‘s Republic [DNR] Army Corps) are reportedly
operating near Novomykhailivka.[79]
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Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions and secure
rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Positional fighting continued in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on February 14. Positional fighting occurred
south of Zolota Nyva (southeast of Velyka Novosilka) and near Prechystivka (southeast of Velyka Novosilka).[80]
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Positional fighting continued in western Zaporizhia Oblast on February 14. Positional fighting continued near Robotyne,
northeast of Robotyne near Novopokrovka and Mala Tokmachka, east of Robotyne near Verbove, and south of Robotyne
near Novoprokopivka.[81] Russian milbloggers claimed that elements of the Russian 42nd Motorized Rifle Division (58th
Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) shot down a Ukrainian helicopter operating near Robotyne
on February 13.[82]
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Russian forces recently advanced within Krynky amid continued positional engagements in east (left) bank Kherson Oblast
on February 14. Geolocated footage published on February 13 indicates that Russian forces recently advanced within
Krynky.[83] A Ukrainian military observer stated that Ukrainian forces recaptured positions within Krynky, although ISW
has not observed confirmation of these reported Ukrainian gains.[84] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian
forces repelled at least seven Russian assaults in east bank Kherson Oblast.[85] Elements of the Russian 70th Motorized
Rifle Division‘s (18th CAA) 17th Tank Regiment and 26th Motorized Infantry Regiment, the 810th Naval Infantry Brigade
(Black Sea Fleet), the 104th Airborne (VDV) Division’s 337th and 328th VDV regiments, the 28th Motorized Infantry
Regiment (18th CAA), and the 144th Motorized Infantry Brigade (40th Army Corps, 18th CAA) are reportedly operating
near Krynky.[86]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Note: The Ukrainian counteroffensive layer displays areas previously assigned to the Russian control,
Russian advances, or Russian claims layers where [SW now assesses that Ukrainian forces have
established a presence beyond a short-term raid. Inclusion of an area on this layer does not imply that
ISW assesses that the area is part of any upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operation.
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military and civilian
infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces conducted a limited series of missile strikes targeting Ukraine on the night of February 13 to 14. Ukrainian
officials reported that Russian forces struck residential buildings in Velykyi Burluk, Kharkiv Oblast with an S-300 missile
and struck Selydove and Novohrodivka in Donetsk Oblast with an unspecified number of missiles.[87]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat power without
conducting general mobilization)

Russia continues efforts to expand its defense industrial base (DIB). Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu visited the
Russian DIB enterprise Research and Production Corporation Mechanical Engineering Design Bureau (NPK KBM) JSC in
Moscow Oblast on February 14 to check the enterprise’s production of portable and operational-tactical missile
systems.[88] Shoigu inspected samples of the Khrizantema-S anti-tank missile system with Khrizantema-M anti-tank
guided missiles, the Gibka-S MANPADS combat vehicles, the Dzhigit support-launcher for Verba MANPADS missiles, and
the Arena-M active protection combat system. NPK KBM General Contractor Valery Kashin stated that the company has
submitted the Arena-M system for qualification tests and is working to improve the system’s protection against loitering
munitions. NPK KBM Director General Sergei Pitikov stated that the enterprise has expanded its production capacity and
increased production of unspecified equipment by “several times.”[89]

Russian opposition outlet Vazhnye Istorii reported on February 14 that Republic of Chechnya authorities are increasingly
coercing Chechnya’s residents into Russian military service.[90] Vazhnye Istorii, citing Chechen opposition sources,
reported that Chechen authorities coerced about 30 percent of the Chechen personnel fighting in Ukraine into military
service. Chechen opposition sources told Vazhnye Istorii that Chechen authorities have increasingly coerced individuals to
join the Russian military and have recently begun coercing individuals considered “extremists” or “Islamists” into the
military. Chechen human rights activists told Vazhnye Istorii that Chechen authorities forcibly recruit critics of the Chechen
government and their relatives, individuals who evaded mobilization and their relatives, and those charged with fabricated
or real violations of the law. Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov claimed on February 1 that Chechnya has sent over
36,000 personnel to the war in Ukraine including about 16,000 volunteers (dobrovoltsy) who underwent training at the
Spetsnaz University in Gudermes.[91]

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological innovations to optimize
systems for use in Ukraine)

Nothing significant to report.

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense industrial base to become
more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and international partners)

Ukraine continues to expand domestic weapons and equipment production. Ukrainian Deputy Defense Minister Lieutenant
General Ivan Havrylyuk stated on February 14 that Ukrainian manufacturers are working to modernize and produce “a
considerable line” of weapons and equipment including anti-tank guided missiles (ATGMs), grenade launcher ammunition,
and systems to conceal air defenses.[92]

Ukraine continues to expand measures for monitoring and tracking the use of international military aid. The Ukrainian
Ministry of Defense (MoD) announced on February 14 that the Ukrainian Cabinet of Ministers approved a new procedure
for monitoring and regulating the use of international military aid that will regulate government bodies interacting,
receiving, transferring and accounting for the provision of international military assistance.[93] Ukrainian
outlet Ukrinform reported on February 14 that Ukrainian Deputy Defense Minister Yuriy Dzhyhyr met with US embassy
representatives to discuss reforming the Ukrainian audit system and the creation of a Ukrainian MoD auditing
committee.[94] Dzhyhyr and US officials also discussed joint inspections of weapons storage facilities.

Canadian Defense Minister Bill Blair announced on February 14 that Canada will allocate 60 million Canadian dollars (about
$44 million) to Ukraine as part of the Ukraine Defense Contract Group (UDCG) Air Force Capability Coalition for the
purchase of spare parts, weapons, avionics, and ammunition for F-16 aircraft.[95]

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative control of annexed
areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian sociocultural, economic, military, and
governance systems)
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Russian authorities continue efforts to militarize and culturally indoctrinate youth and students in occupied Ukraine into
Russian identity and ideology. Ukrainian Zaporizhia Oblast Military Administration Head Ivan Fedorov and Mariupol City
Advisor Petro Andryushchenko stated on February 14 that occupation authorities are promoting the Russian Young Army
Cadets National Movement (Yunarmiya) military-patriotic program in occupied Kostyantynivka and Mariupol to instill
pro-Russian and militarized ideas in Ukrainian youth.[96] Andryushchenko stated that Yunarmiya representatives taught
children how to assemble and disassemble small arms at a school in occupied Mariupol.[97] Luhansk Oblast occupation
administration head Leonid Pasechnik claimed that he and Russian Presidential Administration First Deputy Head Sergei
Kiriyenko visited a new “Voin” military sports training center in occupied Luhansk City.[98] Pasechnik stated that local
students will participate in a new Russian “Cyber Voin” drone operator training program at the center and thanked
Kiriyenko and Russian President Vladimir Putin for supporting this initiative.[99] The Ukrainian Resistance Center
previously reported that Ukrainian teenagers will undergo weapons and military engineering training and attend lectures
about the war in Ukraine at another “Voin” training center in occupied Zaporizhia Oblast.[100]

Russian Information Operations and Narratives

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov spoke to the Russia State Duma on February 14 and promoted boilerplate rhetoric
casting the US as a global destabilizing force and Russia as a reliable international security partner.[101] Lavrov specifically
highlighted Russian outreach efforts to China and Africa amid the Kremlin’s continued efforts to portray Russia as a core
part of an alleged “world majority” resisting the West.[102] ISW has previously assessed that increasing Russian rhetoric
about an anti-Western “world majority” suggests that the Kremlin is insecure about the possibility of diplomatic isolation
against the backdrop of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.[103]

The Kremlin is attempting to promote longstanding information operations to Catholic audiences by baselessly claiming
that Pope Francis supports Russian positions regarding negotiations and alleged religious discrimination in Ukraine.
Russian Ambassador to the Vatican Ivan Soltanovsky promoted a longstanding Russian information feigning interest in
meaningful negotiations by claiming that Pope Francis is ready to act as mediator and that Russia is prepared to engage
with a papal envoy on a negotiated settlement in Ukraine.[104] Russian President Vladimir Putin and the Kremlin continue
to routinely indicate that they are not interested in any meaningful negotiations with Ukraine and continue to pursue
objectives amounting to Ukrainian capitulation.[105] Soltanovsky also claimed that Pope Francis considers alleged religious
persecution against the Kremlin-controlled Ukrainian Orthodox Church Moscow Patriarchate (UOC MP) in Ukraine
unacceptable.[106] The Kremlin has notably engaged in systematic religious persecution in occupied Ukraine as part of its
campaign of destroying Ukrainian identity and ethnic cleansing.[107] Pope Francis has not publicly issued comments
reflecting these alleged positions.

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in Belarus and further
integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner Group activity in Belarus)

The Belarusian Ministry of Defense (MoD) announced on February 14 that Belarusian personnel recently completed combat
training with Russian forces at the 333rd Training Center in Mulino, Nizhny Novgorod Oblast and returned to
Belarus.[108] Belarusian Armed Forces Combat Training Department Head Major General Alexander Bas stated that
Belarusian military instructors will continue to train at the 333rd Training Center.[109]

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly available
information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western reporting and social media as
well as commercially available satellite imagery and other geospatial data as the basis for these reports.
References to all sources used are provided in the endnotes of each update.
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