Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, January 7, 2023
Karolina Hird, Riley Bailey, Layne Philipson, Madison Williams,
and Frederick W. Kagan
January 7, 5:45pm ET

Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is updated
daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Recent Russian gains in Soledar do not portend an imminent encirclement of Bakhmut, contrary
to claims made by Russian sources. Even at the most generous interpretation of Russian milblogger
narratives, which claim that Russian forces are fighting on the outskirts of Razdolivka (about 6km northwest of
Soledar), Russian forces are still far from being within striking distance of an operational encirclement of
Bakhmut.! In order to effectively cut Ukrainian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) into Bakhmut, Russian
forces would have to establish control of the To513 Siversk-Bakhmut highway (currently 7km west of the furthest
point of confirmed Russian advances in the Soledar area) and reach the E40 Slovyansk-Bakhmut highway (13km
from the furthest point of confirmed Russian advance in the Soledar area) at least. Considering that the recent
rate of gains in this area has been on the order of a few hundred meters a day, at most, it is highly unlikely that
Russian forces will be successful in cohering a mechanized push towards these GLOCs and move towards
encircling Bakhmut.2 Ukrainian forces in Bakhmut would still have GLOCs available even if the Russians cut the
E40, moreover, making the entire discussion of an encirclement at this point bizarre.

Russia continues to weaponize religion to perpetuate long-standing information operations and
discredit Ukraine. Russian milbloggers responded to footage posted on January 7 of uniformed Ukrainian
servicemen attending Orthodox Christmas services at the Kyiv-Perchesk Lavra and decried it as a reprisal and
open war on the Ukrainian Orthodox Church Moscow Patriarchate (UOC MP).3 Several milbloggers referred to
the footage as evidence that the Lavra has been “captured” by “heretics and schismatics.”# The milblogger vitriol
at the footage of Christmas services at the Lavra follows the decision by the Ukrainian government to take back
control of the main cathedral of the Kyiv-Perchesk Lavra from the UOC MP and allow the Orthodox Church of
Ukraine (OCU) to hold Orthodox Christmas services at the Lavra on January 7.5 The Russian response to the
Ukrainian government’s decision to transfer control of the Lavra to the OCU exemplifies Moscow’s continued
weaponization of religion in order to frame Ukraine as evil and position Russia as the protector of Orthodox
Christian values, as ISW has previously reported.®

The Ukrainian government has not disrupted the ability of observers to celebrate Orthodox
Christmas in Ukraine. Russian milbloggers falsely presented the legal transfer of the Kyiv-Perchesk Lavra
from the UOC MP, which the Ukrainian government maintains has explicit links to the Kremlin and has
provided material and spiritual support to the Russian war in Ukraine, to the OCU as an attack on the ability of
observers of Orthodox tradition to celebrate Christmas. Orthodox services continued through Ukraine,
including in the Kyiv-Perchesk Lavra, throughout the course of the day on January 7.7 The Ukrainian
government position that elements of the UOC MP, from which Kyiv removed control of the Lavra, is
supported by Russian President Vladimir Putin’s continued association with the Russian Orthodox Church. In
his speech on Orthodox Christmas, Putin thanked the ROC for its continued support for Russian troops in
Ukraine.8 Ukraine is not suppressing the religious liberties of Orthodox Christians, contrary to the Russian
information operation, and is instead taking the steps it deems necessary to distance Ukrainian cultural
heritage from religious elements it asserts are linked to the Kremlin and its conduct of the war.

Russian forces reportedly continue to deplete their missile arsenal but will likely continue to be
able to threaten Ukrainian critical infrastructure and civilians at scale in the near term. Ukrainian
Defense Minister Oleksii Reznikov published an infographic on January 6 detailing that Russian forces have
expended roughly 81 percent of their strategic missile stocks and 19 percent of their tactical missile stocks.?
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Reznikov reported that Russian forces reportedly have remaining of their pre-war and post-invasion production
stocks:

92 Iskander gM723 missiles (11 percent),

52 Iskander gM728/9M729 missiles (44 percent),
118 Kh-101 and Kh-555/55SM missiles (16 percent),
162 Kh-22/32 missiles (44 percent),

53 Kh-47M2 Kinzhal missiles (84 percent), and

59 sea-based Kalibr missiles (9 percent).z°

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) stated that it would never run out of sea-based Kalibr missiles while
conducting a massive series of missile strikes on December 29, 2022.'* Russian forces last used sea-based Kalibr
missiles in Ukraine during their ninth large-scale series of missile strikes against Ukrainian infrastructure on
December 16.12 Although the Russian military’s tactical missile stock is less expended, S-300 and 3M-55 Onyx
missiles are less precise systems than Russian strategic missiles, which is likely why Russian forces have not used
these systems extensively in large-scale missile strikes against Ukrainian critical infrastructure.

Reznikov reported that Russia has managed to produce since the February 2022 invasion:

290 Kh-101 and Kh-555/55SM missiles (65 percent of the pre-war stock),
150 Kalibr missiles (30 percent of the pre-war stock),

36 Iskander gM723 missiles (5 percent of the pre-war stock),

20 Iskander gM728/9M729 missiles (20 percent of the pre-war stock),
and 20 Kh-47M2 Kinzhal missiles (47 percent of the pre-war stock).s

The Russian production of strategic missiles since the start of the invasion of Ukraine in comparison to the
Russian military's pre-war stock highlights that Russia has not mobilized its military industry to support Russian
military operations in Ukraine. A country would normally increase the production of missile, rocket, and other
weapons systems and munitions before embarking on a major war and would normally put its military industry
on a war footing once the war began. Russia has done neither. Putin’s failure to mobilize Russian industry to
support the Russian war effort in Ukraine may result from fears that further economic disruptions could produce
further domestic discontent in Russia because Western sanctions regimes have placed significant constraints on
Russian military industry, or because of inherent limitations of Russian industry and military industry—or some
combination of these factors. The current level of the Russian military’s depletion of strategic missile systems
may constrain how often and at what scale Russian forces conduct future massive series of missile strikes in
Ukraine, but Russian forces will be able to continue their campaign against Ukrainian infrastructure at scale in
the near term and threaten the lives of Ukrainian civilians.

Russian forces have also reportedly depleted their arsenal of Iranian-made drones following an
increased pace of drone attacks in Ukraine in the past month. Russian forces have reportedly expended
88 percent of their stock of the Shahed-131 and —136 drones that they have so far received from Iran, with only
90 Iranian-made drones remaining according to Reznikov.4 ISW previously assessed that Russian forces
increased their use of Shahed drones in attacks on Ukraine over the past month in order to maintain the pace of
their campaign against Ukrainian critical infrastructure without further depleting their more valuable missile
stocks.’s Russia’s contract with Iran reportedly stipulates that Iran will send an additional 1,000 Shahed drones
to Russia.® Russian forces will likely be able to conduct only a handful of massive drone attacks in Ukraine in
the near term until Russia receives from Iran another delivery of drones, which reportedly come in batches of
200 to 300.77

Key Takeaways
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Recent Russian gains in Soledar do not portend an imminent Russian encirclement of
Bakhmut.

Russia continues to weaponize religion to perpetuate long-standing information
operations and discredit Ukraine.

Russian forces reportedly continue to deplete their missile arsenal and stock of Iranian-
made drones but will likely continue to threaten Ukrainian infrastructure at scale in the
near term.

Russian and Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations near Svatove and
Kreminna.

Russian forces made marginal confirmed advances in Soledar amid continuing Russian
offensive operations around Bakhmut and along the western outskirts of Donetsk City.
Russian forces continue efforts to establish further control over the Zaporizhzhia
Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP).

Ukrainian and European officials continue to warn that Russia is preparing for an
imminent second wave of mobilization.

Russian occupation authorities continue to transport Ukrainian children to Russian
territory under the guise of medical rehabilitation schemes.
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Assessed Control of Terrain in Ukraine
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because those activities are well-covered in
Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and
Jorecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of these criminal activities
on the Ukrainian military and population and specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban
areas. We utterly condemn these Russian violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva
Conventions, and humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

Ukrainian Counteroffensives—Eastern Ukraine

Russian Main Effort—Eastern Ukraine (comprised of one subordinate and one supporting effort);
Russian Subordinate Main Effort—Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast

Russian Supporting Effort—Southern Axis

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

Activities in Russian-occupied Areas

Ukrainian Counteroffensives (Ukrainian efforts to liberate Russian-occupied territories)

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern Kharkiv Oblast-Western Luhansk Oblast)

Russian and Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations near Svatove on January 7. The Ukrainian General
Staff stated that Russian troops northwest of Svatove in the Kupyansk direction are trying to improve their
tactical positions and that Ukrainian troops repelled an attack near Stelmakhivka (15km northwest of Svatove).8
The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Ukrainian troops attempted to counterattack towards
Synkivka (45km northwest of Svatove).'9 A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian troops attempted to advance
on Stelmakhkivka and Novoselivske (13km northwest of Svatove).2° The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported
that a Russian engineering and sapper unit arrived in Svatove to examine options for potentially blowing the
dam of a nearby reservoir in order to slow Ukrainian advances in the Svatove area.2* Footage posted by Russian
media outlet RIA Novosti shows a BMPT armored fighting vehicle in the Svatove area manned by personnel who
appear to be wearing patches of the 3rd Army Corps.22

Russian and Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations near Kreminna on January 7. The Ukrainian
General Staff reported that Russian troops attempted to attack near Makiivka (22km northwest of Kreminna),
Dibrova (5km southwest of Kreminna), and Bilohorivka (10km south of Kreminna).23 A Russian milblogger
noted that Russian forces are attacking towards Makiivka and that Makiivka and the surrounding area are a “grey
zone.”24 The Russian MoD reported Ukrainian assault groups are operating in the Serebrianka forest area
southwest of Kreminna.25
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

The Ukrainian Main Defense Intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine published an audio
intercept on December 22 in which a Russian soldier operating in the vicinity of Chervonopopivka supported
reports that Ukrainian forces captured part of the R-66 Kreminna-Svatove road in the vicinity of Zhytlivka (just
south of Chervonopopivka). The Ukrainian General Staff has repeatedly reported since November 30 that Russian
forces shelled Chervonopopivka, indicating Russian forces no longer control Chervonopopivka. The Russian
Ministry of Defense claimed that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attempted to establish a position in
Chervonopopivka on November 27, indicating Ukrainian maneuvers near Chervonopopivka. The R-66 runs
through Chervonopopivka and the road's capture by Ukrainian forces would be consistent with the evidence
presented in the intercepted phone call plus the Ukrainian General Staff’s reports.
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Russian Main Effort—Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort—Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the entirety of
Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Russian forces made marginal confirmed advances in Soledar, but Ukrainian forces maintain control of the
settlement as of January 7. Geolocated footage shows a Wagner Group fighter at the Artyomsol Plant in central
Soledar.2¢ Russian milbloggers also broadly claimed that Wagner Group forces are fighting around Soledar on
the streets in Pidhorodne, Krasna Hora, Krasnopillia, Blahodatne, Razdolivka, and Vesele and that Wagner
Group fighters have taken complete control of Pidhorodne.2” ISW has not observed visual confirmation to
corroborate these extensive claims, beyond footage of the aftermath of urban combat and fighting in residential
buildings in Soledar over the course of January 6 and 7.28 A Ukrainian military correspondent posted a
geolocated picture of himself in front of the Soledar Salt Mine in northwestern Soledar, indicating that Ukrainian
troops hold the northwestern part of the settlement and repelled reported Russian attacks on this part of the
mine.2 Spokesperson for the Ukrainian Eastern Group of Forces, Serhiy Cherevaty, denied Russian claims that
Ukrainian troops are withdrawing from Soledar, and the Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian troops
continue to repel Russian attacks on the settlement.3°

Russian forces additionally continued ground attacks south of Bakhmut on January 7. Geolocated footage
confirms that Wagner Group forces advanced into Klishchiivka (6km southwest of Bakhmut).3 The Ukrainian
General Staff reported that Ukrainian troops repelled Russian attacks south of Bakhmut near Ozerianivka and
Klishchiivka.32 Russian milbloggers additionally discussed fighting south of Bakhmut near Opytne.33 Graphic
drone footage posted on January 7 shows the corpses of Wagner Group forces scattered near Bakhmut, indicating
that combat in this area continues to be highly attritional.34

Russian forces continued ground attacks along the western outskirts of Donetsk City on January 7. The Ukrainian
General Staff stated that Ukrainian troops repelled Russian attacks near Pervomaiske on the northwestern
outskirts of Donetsk City, and near Marinka and Pobieda on the southwestern outskirts.35 A Russian milblogger
reported that Russian troops are attempting to bypass Avdiivka (north of Donetsk City) from positions to the
north, and that the next decisive offensive action in this sector will be on Pervomaiske.3¢ The Russian Ministry
of Defense (MoD) claimed that Ukrainian troops conducted unsuccessful assaults northwest of Donetsk City
towards Krasnohorivka and Heorhiivka.s” Social media footage shows Russian offensive operations within
Marinka, where a milblogger claimed that Russian troops are trying to bypass Ukrainian fortifications from the
south.38 Russian forces did not conduct any confirmed or claimed ground attacks in western Donetsk Oblast and
continued routine fire along the line of contact in western Donetsk and eastern Zaporizhia oblasts.39
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Around Donetsk as of
January 7, 2023, 3:00 PM ET

- T r \}

ey \,\ B:o\hgyodycpn \\ - l\\‘\\ ,
- Mazanivka PES" \

1\‘ 1y Uz ,

25
= s

=

N

A

E Kharklv
- Oblas Baryinkove = \ AN

N

Yl 2. i SIS
\ g~ ™ ImeL s THR

=

Ukrainian forces still control at least

o - — D7
o ) JIHE DR. JACK LONDON
the western part of the Soledar salt X 7N GEOSPATIAL ENG~
| mine as of January 7. ISW will refine | - = == -—= = AN T B //
’< | its assessment as it collects and v o ¢ 7
<y verifies more information.
N T N

Russian sources claimed that |
A d Russian forces captured
Pidhorodne on January 7.

Y 3 L 3
. Dnipropetrovsk \
| . Oblast :
) To s 1 .
/7 “ r
2 : 1.
eIy \
= J
< T N T
({ €
X S
-
= \f‘\ |
O e T L\.'\\/elxka_l\iov03|lka )
i ¥
N Bai e o0
s » N i K
~ -t £ S T
//’____’_,J_ ) \ \.:{ o,
| A SR v
") Zapo, h%h;a “/\\g T A O
Oblast=" 0 | WS |
: N ==
N0 O 20 ‘40 Kilometers

L1 1 ZA N0 N | yl‘l «'(‘ y / "-.“ 1N
\\gap iby(-Gé rge Barros, Katgfy%ilﬁgepgnénko, Noel Mikkelsen, Daniel } ﬂ;ﬂi'e, and Wi
Wi

2022 Institute for the-Stidyrof gir and AEI's Critical Threats Projech ===
O Significant Fighting in the Assessed Russian-controlled —— Major Railroads
past 24 Hours Ukrainian Territory
. Reported Ukrainian Partisan
N
Russian-controlled Ukrainian -~ -, Claimed Russian Control over Warfare
Territory before February 24 =~ Ukrainian Territory

- — Assessed Russian Advances in ~ -, Claimed Ukrainian
| - . ¥ o .
Ukraine® Counteroffensives

* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Institute for the Study of War & The Critical Threats Project 2023



Supporting Effort—Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions and secure
rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Russian forces continued routine indirect fire west of Hulyaipole and along the west (right) bank of the Dnipro
River in Dnipropetrovsk and Kherson oblasts on January 7 despite the declared Russian ceasefire.4° Ukrainian
sources reported that Russian forces struck Kherson City and Nikopol, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast.4t Ukrainian
Mayor of Kamianske, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, Andriy Bilousov, reported that Ukrainian air defense shot down a
Russian drone near the settlement.42 The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) likely tried to preempt criticism
that Russian indirect fire continued during the period of the Russian ceasefire by claiming that Russian forces
returned fire in Zaporizhia, Dnipropetrovsk, and Kherson oblasts to suppress Ukrainian artillery strikes against
Russian positions in southern Ukraine.43

Russian forces continue efforts to establish further control over the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP)
as of January 7. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian occupation troops have forced about 3,000
employees at the ZNPP to obtain Russian passports.44 Russian authorities likely forced many Ukrainian
employees at the ZNPP to obtain Russian passports in order to support ongoing efforts to force the employees to
sign employment contracts with Russian state nuclear power company Rosatom.45 Energoatom reported that
only 100 out of the 6700 remaining Ukrainian workers at the plant have signed contracts with Rosatom as of
October 28, 2022.46

Russian sources claimed that Russian air defenses shot down a Ukrainian drone in the vicinity of Russian-
occupied Sevastopol, Crimea on the night of January 6 to 7.47

9 Institute for the Study of War & The Critical Threats Project 2023



10

Assessed Control of Terrain Around

Kherson and Mykolaiv as of
January 7, 2023, 3:00 PM ET

- “ YWy (94
\y N L . g : 1'«‘ryvyl Rih = = ISW

Dnlpropet{ovsk s Tinonellie nkins
‘&f. S = \ p Obla AND
L ‘ < - " CRITICAL
) \ Novyi Buh T!-lREATS
Vozsiyats'ke ~ =, Mala Shesternia
- ) \ s { /‘ e o - B
r ¥ { Y e
\ :‘ 1
PMyliolaiv Bashtanka \ '_'\ Vysokopillya ~
Oblast { \ /J q
Video footage published on \\Davydlv
"1 January 5 claimed that Russian . "{" Brid
forces recaptured a small portion o dad
in the northeast section on Velykyi | _-_ - =~ " Snihurivka
Potomkin Island. I'Zasillia
S faiv . Beryslav

Kinblrn Spit N <

k Q Significant Fighting in the past 24 Hours

3 Russian-controlled Ukrainian Territory before February 24
£ 21 Assessed Russian Advances in Ukraine®

[ Assessed Russian-controlled Ukrainian Territory

i_"' Claimed Russian Control over Ukrainian Territory

i_"!' Claimed Ukrainian Counteroffensives

N Reported Ukrainian Partisan Warfare

0 20 40 80 Kilometers
L 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 |

Map by George Barros, Kateryna Stepanenko, Noel
© 2022 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Cyz

sen, Daniel Mealie, and Will Kielm
Threats Project

* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

ISW recoded the northeast section of Velykyi Potomkin Island in Kherson Oblast from reported Ukrainian
counteroffensives to Russian claims based on Russian milblogger reports and video footage published on
January 5 that claimed Russian forces recaptured that part of the island where Ukrainian forces placed a flag on
January 2. ISW cannot confirm if Russian forces recaptured the same positions as Ukrainian forces as of
January 5. A Russian milblogger claimed on January 3 that the island is in a gray zone because Russian forces
are still operating in the northern part of the island. Geolocated footage published on January 2 does show
Ukrainian forces striking Russian positions on an adjacent island east of Velykyi Potomkin Island, which

indicates that Russian forces are still operating within the Dnipro River delta areas.
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Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat power without
conducting general mobilization)

Ukrainian and European officials continue to warn that Russia is preparing for an imminent second wave of
mobilization. Head of the Estonian Defense Forces intelligence center Colonel Margo Grosberg stated that
Russian authorities are preparing for an imminent second wave of mobilization while continuing covert
mobilization and noted that details regarding this new wave will likely become clear following Orthodox
Christmas.4® Grosberg noted that a printer in Krasnodar Krai has already received an order for 5,000
mobilization call-up slips.49 Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) representative Andriy
Chernak reported on January 7 that Russian officials plan to mobilize up to 500,000 Russians, including
residents of Moscow and Saint Petersburg, which arguably have faced lighter mobilization pushes in the past.5°
Ukrainian and Russian sources continue to detail ongoing Russian mobilization efforts in Russia and occupied
parts of Ukraine and refusals of Russian officials to release soldiers with expired contracts.5' One Russian source
accused “provocateurs” of spreading false reports of mobilization to push a false narrative of the existence of a
second wave.52 However, as Ukrainian and other officials have noted, and as ISW has previously reported,
discussion of a “second” wave of mobilization is somewhat misleading because mobilization efforts never truly
ceased after the purported “end” of partial mobilization-53 Even the initial partial mobilization efforts in Russia
were not truly the first mobilization wave; moreover, they were the first mobilization efforts aimed at the reserve
on the tail end of regionally-based volunteer recruitment drives throughout the summer of 2022. The volunteer
recruitment drives, finally, followed the call-up of Russian reservists in advance of the invasion of February 24,
2022. Each successive reserve call-up reaches deeper into the pool of men who have been out of service longer,
are older, in worse health, or were exempted in previous waves.

Russian authorities continue to recruit for territorial defense forces and perpetuate the unrealistic threat of a
Ukrainian ground assault on Russian border regions. The Ukrainian General Staff reported on January 7 that
Russian police in Belgorod Oblast are implementing a recruitment campaign following the failure of the initial
plan to generate volunteers.>4 Russian servicemen reportedly visit residential areas, survey the male population
of military age, and engage in discussions aimed at popularizing service.55

A Russian news outlet reported on January 6 that Russian authorities want to conduct “revenue mobilization”
and collect a one-time payment of an unspecified amount from large businesses in order to fund the war and
address problems in the state budget.>¢ The source also claimed that Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin
provided Russian officials in mid-December with relevant instructions for “revenue mobilization” and a proposal
to allocate 175 billion rubles (about $2.4 million) to fund the war and additionally to provide for the resettlement
of residents of Kherson Oblast to unspecified locations.5? Russia continues to seek methods to circumvent
growing financial difficulties, as ISW has previously reported.58

Russian military leadership continues to experience challenges with maintaining the morale of mobilized
servicemen. A Russian mobilization Telegram channel posted video footage on January 7 in which previously
mobilized servicemen of Belgorod Oblast asked to go home after stating that Russian leadership sent them to the
territory of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) as cannon fodder.59 A Russian source claimed on January 8
that mobilized servicemen of the 568th Howitzer Artillery Battalion, now subordinate to the DNR’s 1st Army
corps, complained that their command is transferring them into an infantry role for which they were not
trained.®° Independent Georgia-based investigative organization Conflict Intelligence Team reported on January
6 that several mobilized Russian servicemen training in Belarus escaped from their unit and stated that the
servicemen are on a wanted list in Minsk Oblast.¢!

Russian military leadership continues to face resistance in ethnic enclaves following past partial mobilization
efforts. The “Free Yakutia Foundation,” established on August 24, operates similarly to the other ethnic advocacy
groups in Russia with anti-war and anti-xenophobia sentiments and seeks independence from Russia.®2 The
“Free Yakutia Foundation” states that Russia’s partial mobilization scheme is part of a larger effort to ethnically
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cleanse indigenous peoples from Russia and that Russian military leadership intentionally sends minority groups
of Russia into Ukraine as cannon fodder.®3 A Russian source claimed on January 7 that the “Free Yakutia
Foundation’s” emphasis on the Russian government as a totalitarian and oppressive institution is overstated and
unpopular in Russia’s Yakutia (Sakha) Republic and that the West is fixated on dividing the Russian Federation
along ethnic lines.®4 ISW has previously reported that ethnic minority enclaves largely face the brunt of force
generation efforts, which may prove to be a source of domestic dissent for the Kremlin as the war continues.®

Some Russians continue to challenge Russian force-generation efforts. A Russian news outlet reported on
January 6 that Russian authorities in Rostov-on-Don, Rostov Oblast detained three people, including two
minors, on suspicion of intent to set fire to a military recruiting office using Molotov cocktails.%¢

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas (Russian objective: consolidate administrative control of and
annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian civilians into Russian sociocultural, economic,
military, and governance systems)

Russian occupation authorities are continuing to transport Ukrainian children to Russian territory under the
guise of medical rehabilitation schemes. Luhansk Oblast Administration Head Serhiy Haidai stated on January
7 that Russian occupation authorities transported 300 Ukrainian children to Moscow Oblast hospitals after
Russian field doctors in Luhansk Oblast conducted medical exams to identify children with “serious injuries.”¢”
Haidai also reported on January 7 that teachers in occupied Luhansk Oblast accept bribes from Russian
occupation officials to provide authorities with lists of children for medical examinations.®8

Russian forces and occupation authorities are continuing to take measures to control movement in occupied
territories. The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported on January 7 that Russian forces are collecting data on
local residents after Russian occupation authorities introduced special permits allowing civilian movement
between settlements in occupied Zaporizhia Oblast.®® The Ukrainian Resistance Center also reported on January
7 that residents must specify the purpose of their movement and identify the person they are visiting, allowing
Russian forces to gather data on connections between residents in occupied Zaporizhia Oblast.7°

Russian forces and occupation authorities are continuing to use intimidation to consolidate economic and
administrative control of occupied territories. The Ukrainian General Staff reported on January 7 that Russian
occupation authorities fully eradicated the Ukrainian hryvnia from circulation in occupied Enerhodar,
Zaporizhia Oblast, by threatening local entrepreneurs with fines and confiscation of property.” The Ukrainian
General Staff stated on January 7 that Russian forces have increased seizures of residential property in
Enerhodar as the number of houses abandoned due to forced evacuation has increased.

Russian occupation authorities are continuing to intensify measures to consolidate social control of occupied
territories. The Ukrainian General Staff reported on January 7 that Russian occupation authorities replaced all
Ukrainian television channels with Russian programming in Melitopol and Pryazovske, Zaporizhia Oblast.2

Russian occupation authorities continued intensifying efforts to identify partisan activity in occupied territories
on January 7. The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported on January 7 that Russian occupation authorities
created a Telegram chatbot to encourage local residents to report on and identify Ukrainian partisans operating
in Melitopol, Zaporizhia Oblast.”3

ISW will continue to report daily observed indicators consistent with the current assessed most
dangerous course of action (MDCOA): a renewed invasion of northern Ukraine possibly aimed
at Kyiv.
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ISW’s December 15 MDCOA warning forecast about a potential Russian offensive against
northern Ukraine in winter 2023 remains a worst-case scenario within the forecast cone. ISW
currently assesses the risk of a Russian invasion of Ukraine from Belarus as low, but possible,
and the risk of Belarusian direct involvement as very low. This new section in the daily update
is not in itself a forecast or assessment. It lays out the daily observed indicators we are using
to refine our assessments and forecasts, which we expect to update regularly. Our assessment
that the MDCOA remains unlikely has not changed. We will update this header if the
assessment changes.

Observed indicators for the MDCOA in the past 24 hours:
* Nothing significant to report.

Observed ambiguous indicators for MDCOA in the past 24 hours:
¢ Nothing significant to report.

Observed counter-indicators for the MDCOA in the past 24 hours:

e Commander of the Kyiv Defense Forces Lieutenant-General Oleksandr Pavliuk stated on January 7 that
there is currently no immediate threat of a Russian offensive on Kyiv from Belarusian territory.7+ Pavliuk
claimed that Russian forces are deployed near the Ukrainian-Belarusian border to pin Ukrainian forces
on the northern border so that Ukrainian command cannot transfer these forces to eastern Ukraine.?s
Pavliuk stated that Ukrainian forces are considering the possibility of a Russian offensive in northwestern
Ukraine in the coming months but have not observed Russian forces transfer the appropriate number of
forces and means to Belarus in preparation for such an offensive.”®

e The Ukrainian General Staff reiterated that it has not observed Russian forces in Belarus forming a strike
group as of January 7.77

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly available
information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western reporting and social
media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other geospatial data as the basis
for these reports. References to all sources used are provided in the endnotes of each update.

Correction: A previous version of this report incorrectly identified Lieutenant-General Oleksandr Pavliuk by
his previous position as the Kyiv Oblast Military Administration Head. He is currently the Commander of the
Kyiv Defense Forces.
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