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Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1pm ET on July 18. ISW will cover subsequent reports in the
July 19 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

Ukrainian forces reportedly struck a Russian coast guard base in occupied Crimea on the night of July 17
to 18. Ukrainian outlet Suspilne reported on July 18 that sources in Ukrainian law enforcement stated that Ukraine's
Security Service (SBU) conducted a naval and aerial drone strike during a Russian military exercise at a Russian coast guard
base near occupied Lake Donuzlav, Crimea on the night of July 17 to 18 and damaged and disabled a headquarters with a
control point, a warehouse with ammunition and equipment, an electric substation, technical facilities, and Russian firing
positions.[1] A prominent Russian milblogger claimed that elements of the Russian 31st Air Force and Air Defense Division
(4th Air Force and Air Defense Army) shot down at least 33 aerial drones but that debris from falling drones caused
insignificant damage near occupied Yevpatoria.[2] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on July 18 that elements
of the Black Sea Fleet (BSF) destroyed 10 naval drones in the Black Sea.[3]

European countries continue to display their commitment to Ukraine and unity in the face of Russian
aggression. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky stated during the plenary session of the European Political
Community summit in the United Kingdom (UK) on July 18 that Russian President Vladimir Putin has failed to divide
Europe and thanked Ukraine's Western partners for easing restrictions on Ukraine's ability to use Western-provided
weapons to strike military targets in Russian border areas north of Kharkiv Oblast.[4] Zelensky stated that Ukrainian forces
have stopped the Russian offensive into northern Kharkiv Oblast and noted that Ukrainian strikes against military targets
in Belgorod Oblast play a role in Ukraine's ability to repel this offensive. Zelensky called on Western states to further lift
restrictions on Ukraine's ability to strike military targets in Russia to help defend Ukrainian civilians from Russian air,
drone, and missile strikes. Zelensky will have additional meetings with UK officials and defense company representatives
on July 19 and announced an intergovernmental agreement to support Ukraine's defense industry on July 18.[5] Ukraine
also signed bilateral agreements with Czechia and Slovenia on July 18.[6] NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg
announced that NATO will open a command center in Germany to oversee and coordinate NATO's military assistance and
training projects that support the Ukrainian Armed Forces and that the command center will be operational in September
2024.[7] Stoltenberg stated that 700 personnel will staff the command center and help coordinate NATO member states'
support for Ukraine. European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen announced on July 18 that she hopes to launch
a "European Defense Union" during her second term to help address cross-border threats within the European Union (EU),
beginning with new "European Air Shield" and cyber defense programs.[8]

Rosgvardia made an unprecedented proposal on July 17 to grant Russian Central Bank leadership the right
to carry automatic weapons and handguns.[9] Rosgvardia — a security agency tasked with protecting Russian
President Vladimir Putin‘s regime from internal threats and safeguarding some critical infrastructure — submitted a draft
bill, which explained that Russian Central Bank leadership needs the right to carry weapons, including pistols, assault rifles,
and submachine and machine guns,” to strengthen the protection and security of [Russian] infrastructure facilities.”[10] The
Central Bank’s press service added that this proposal will allow the Central Bank to ensure the protection of the Russian
Bank’s facilities and employees in occupied Ukraine.[11] The draft bill proposed allowing deputy chairpersons, their
advisers, and department directors and deputies to carry pistols and submachine guns. The draft bill specified that security
guards and employees of the departments involved in cash collection and weapons circulation at Central Bank facilities
would receive assault rifles and machine guns if the bill passes. The draft bill did not list the Central Bank Head Elvira
Nabiullina as a potential recipient of weapons, however.[12] ISW previously observed reports that Putin trusts Nabiullina
and even granted her the “exclusive right” to voice her true opinions about the real economic situation in Russia. The reason
for her exclusion from this proposal is unclear.[13] It is possible that she was excluded from the list because she does not
work in high-risk areas, such as Russia’s border regions or occupied Ukraine. Russian military and political bloggers
expressed frustration that Rosgvardia is considering allocating weapons to Central Bank employees despite the fact that
these weapons are needed on the frontlines and Russian officers and contract servicemen are not allowed to carry short-



barreled weapons.[14] Rosgvardia may have proposed to arm Central Bank leadership as part of its ongoing efforts to
expand Rosgvardia’s authority in Russia and occupied Ukraine.[15] Rosgvardia may have also proposed to arm Central Bank
employees to establish patronage networks over the banking sector in Russia and occupied Ukraine.

Kremlin officials continue to expand the geographic scope of Russia's proposed alternative "Eurasian
security architecture." Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov claimed at a press conference at the United Nations (UN)
on July 17 that Russia and the People's Republic of China (PRC) are advocating within the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO), Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and the Gulf Cooperation Council (an economic
union comprising Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates) for the creation of a Eurasian
security architecture.[16] Russian President Vladimir Putin proposed the creation of an alternative Eurasian security system
with support from PRC President Xi Jinping on June 14. Putin has recently specifically highlighted that Russia is ready to
discuss Eurasian security issues with the SCO and that Russia wants to develop dialogue with ASEAN .[17] Putin has labelled
Vietnam — a country not typically included in political conceptions of Eurasia — as part of his proposed Eurasian security
system.[18] The Gulf Cooperation Council consists of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudia Arabia, and the United Arab
Emirates; and Russia appears to consider the Gulf states as potential members of Russia's envisioned "Eurasian" system.

The US continues efforts to build out a partnership with Armenia, sparking critical reactions from Kremlin
officials. US Under Secretary of State for Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human Rights Uzra Zeya traveled to Yerevan,
Armenia on July 13 and announced that the US has allocated roughly $16 million to the formation of a patrol police force in
Armenia and is working with Armenia to pursue law enforcement reforms.[19] Zeya also highlighted the joint US—Armenian
"Eagle Partner" military exercise, which began on July 16, and confirmed that a US Army resident advisor will soon be
attached to the Armenia Ministry of Defense.[20] Zeya noted that Armenia's participation in the Collective Security Treaty
Organization (CSTO) remains an Armenian choice that the US will respect but that the US has seen no evidence suggesting
that "Russia's military presence contributes to a more peaceful and stable South Caucasus region." Russian Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Maria Zakharova accused the US of using visits to Armenia to pursue anti-Russian activities in the
Caucasus.[21] A prominent Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger responded to Zeya's visit to Armenia and claimed that the
US is trying to "intrude" on Armenia's law enforcement in order to "take control” of Armenia.[22] Armenia's relationship
with the West has been particularly neuralgic for Russia as Armenia has taken concrete steps to distance itself from the
Kremlin over the past months.[23]

Key Takeaways:

¢ Ukrainian forces reportedly struck a Russian coast guard base in occupied Crimea on the night
of July 17 to 18.

¢ European countries continue to display their commitment to Ukraine and unity in the face of
Russian aggression.

¢ Rosgvardia made an unprecedented proposal on July 17 to grant Russian Central Bank
leadership the right to carry automatic weapons and handguns.

¢ Kremlin officials continue to expand the geographic scope of Russia's proposed alternative
"Eurasian security architecture."

e The US continues efforts to build out a partnership with Armenia, sparking critical reactions
from Kremlin officials.

¢ Russian forces recently marginally advanced along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line and
near Kharkiv City, Toretsk, Avdiivka, and Hulyaipole.

¢ Russian officials continue efforts to expand the Russian Armed Forces' training capacity and
address force generation issues.
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-covered in Western
media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We will
continue to evaluate and report on the effects of these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and
the Ukrainian population and specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn
Russian violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

e Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod

Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into
eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis
Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign
Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts
Russian Technological Adaptations
Activities in Russian-occupied areas
Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts
Russian Information Operations and Narratives
Significant Activity in Belarus

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push Ukrainian forces back
from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv
City)

Russian forces reportedly conducted a limited and unsuccessful cross-border raid into Sumy Oblast on July 16. A Ukrainian
soldier reported that a Russian sabotage and reconnaissance group tried to break through to Chuikivka, Rozhkovychi, and
Sytne (all in northeastern Sumy Oblast within five kilometers of the international border with Russia).[24] The Ukrainian
soldier stated that the Russian group launched the attack after intensive artillery and mortar shelling but noted that
Ukrainian forces later repelled the attempt.
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Russian forces recently made a marginal confirmed advance north of Kharkiv City amid continued positional fighting in
northern Kharkiv Oblast on July 18. Geolocated footage published on July 17 shows that Russian forces advanced in western
Hlyboke (north of Kharkiv City).[25] Russian and Ukrainian sources reported continued fighting in Hlyboke.[26] Chechen
"Akhmat" Spetsnaz Commander Apty Alaudinov claimed on July 18 that Russian forces control the "first line of high-rise
buildings" in Vovchansk, although it is unclear to which specific high-rise buildings he was referring.[27] Fighting otherwise
continued within Vovchansk and in the direction of Tykhe (east of Vovchansk).[28] Elements of the Russian 83rd Airborne
(VDV) Brigade continue fighting in northern Kharkiv Oblast.[29]

Assessed Control of Terrain

Around Kharkiv as of
July 18, 2024, 3:00 PM ET

ISW

INSTITUTE FOR THE
STUDY OF WAR
AND

CRITICAL
Belgorod THREATS

Russia

THE DR. JACK LONDON
GEOSPATIAL FUND

Shebekino /

Mayskiy

. - Hoptivka
Radius of 25 )
kilometers around | < i
Kharkiv (geodesic
distance —
measurement)
Tl

e

= Kharkiv-

City

4 -
& 5 e adiguek .
o] 5 10 20 K1 cter . S
| I R |]}-I ‘CQ] // 3 X e v

)
\M(zp 5y George Barros, Kateryna Ste}%c_menké, Noel Mikkelsen, Daniel Mealie, Th’oﬁms Be‘rgioﬁ,

¢

Mitchell Belcher, Tom Thacker, Bei yamin Cordola, and Harrison Hurwitz

(C)'2_19‘2\4 Tustitute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical Threats Project N

@ Significant Fighting in the o Assessed Russian Advances in = Reported Ukrainian Partisan

past 24 Hours =" Ukraine*® Warfare
Russian-controlled Ukrainian ~ - Claimed Russian Control over — Russian Field Fortifications
Territory before February 24 =~ Ukrainian Territory

Assessed Russian-controlled - - Claimed Ukrainian
cd o . .o .
Ukrainian Territory Counteroffensives

* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

5 Institute for the Study of War and AET’s Critical Threats Project 2024


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv Battle Map Draft Kharkiv July 18%2C 2024.png

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the remainder of
Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces recently marginally advanced southeast of Kupyansk, southwest of Svatove, and west of Kreminna.
Geolocated footage published on July 17 and 18 indicates that Russian forces advanced south of Stepova Novoselivka
(southeast of Kupyansk), northeast of Makiivka (southwest of Svatove), and east of Terny (west of Kreminna).[30] A Russian
milblogger claimed that Russian forces made additional advances east of Terny, but ISW has not observed visual evidence
to support this claim.[31] Russian forces reportedly attacked northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka; southeast of Kupyansk
near Berestove, Pishchane, and Novoosynove; west of Svatove near Stelmakhivka and Andriivka; southwest of Svatove near
Makiivka, Hrekivka, and Nevske; west of Kreminna near Terny and Torske; and southwest of Kreminna in the Serebryanske
forest area on July 17 and 18.[32] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces destroyed a Ukrainian river crossing and
several Ukrainian positions in Hlushkivka (southeast of Kupyansk) and Kupyansk-Vuzlovyi (south of Kupyansk) overnight
on July 17-18.[33] Elements of the Russian reconnaissance company of the 272nd Motorized Rifle Regiment (47th Tank
Division, 1st Guards Tank Army [GTA], Moscow Military District [MMD]) are reportedly operating near Kyslivka (southeast
of Kupyansk), and elements of the Russian 375th Separate Anti-Tank Artillery Battalion (47th Tank Division) are reportedly
operating near Kyslivka and Stepova Novoselivka.[34]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the entirety of Donetsk
Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Russian forces continued ground assaults in the Siversk direction on July 18, but there were no confirmed changes to the

frontline. Russian milbloggers claimed that
Siversk).[35] Russian forces continued assaults s

Russian forces recently advanced near Rozdolivka (south of
outheast of Siversk near Spirne, Verkhnokamyanske, Vyimka, and

Berestove and south of Siversk near Pereizne on July 17 and 18.[36]

Assessed Control of

Around Donetsk
July 18, 2024, 3:00

Mazanivka
¢

Geolocated footage posted on July 16 B

~

indicates that Russian forces \ P &
: - / amatorsk
advanced in central Rozdolivka. . ! S
# ) Y A 4 C
e

s fW
Geolocated footage posted on July 15
| indicates that Russian forces advanced

northwest of Novoselivka Persha. .. Oblast
\ PN ~ \

L

Geolocated footage posted on July 14
indicates that Russian forces advanced in
western Krasnoherivka.

[

A Ukrainian source reported on
July 18 that Ukrainian forces -~
withdrew from Urozhaine.

| imagery indicates that Russian forces

Terrain
as of
PM E

H

-~ | Geolocated footage posted |
on July 15 indicates that
Russian forces advanced

northwest of Arkhanhelske. |/]

== =
- " Donetsk

and commercially available satellite

advanced east of Vodyane.

/ =

claimed on July 14 that Russian forces

The Russian Ministry of Defense

captured Urozhaine.

Uspepiyka ‘?f N ' .

W LD :
Zaporizhzhia : ,
. Oblast 7 " . =

10 20 40 Kilometkss

STl O N O I I W | s f
Map by George Barros, Kateryna Stepanqﬁféb
Thomas Ber‘geﬂrun, Mitcheﬁﬁelchgl:,—vﬂn\n Thacker, Bgz]gjglngl:fr Cgt‘j(l[Qa [
(©2024 Institute for the-Study of War'and AEI's Critical hiregts Proje

Rostov
Oblast
(Russia)

Significant Fighting in the — Assessed Russian-controlled
past 24 Hours Ukrainian Territory

Russian-controlled Ukrainian - -, Claimed Russian Control aver
Territory before February 24 =~ Ukrainian Territory

— - Assessed Russian Advances in - - Claimed Ukrainian
[ L& ! .
Ukraine Counteroffensives

—— Major Railroads

Reported Ukrainian Partisan
Warfare

attacks against but do not control.

* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched

Kostyantynivka.

Note: A Russian source claimed on July 17 that Russian forces advanced 1.5 kilometers south of

Institute for the Study of War and AET’s Critical Threats Project 2024


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft July 18%2C 2024.png

Russian forces reportedly advanced near Chasiv Yar on July 18, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline.
Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets stated that elements of the Russian 98th Airborne (VDV) Division,
200th Motorized Rifle Brigade (14th Army Corps [AC], Leningrad Military District [LMD]), 11th VDV Brigade, and 102nd
Motorized Rifle Regiment (150th Motorized Rifle Division, 8th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District
[SMD]) advanced up to the Siverskyi Donets-Donbas canal within eastern Kalynivka (north of Chasiv Yar) and attacked
towards the intersection of the canal and the T-0504 highway southeast of Chasiv Yar.[37] Mashovets and Russian
milbloggers noted that Russian forces are unsuccessfully trying to cross the Siverskyi Donets-Donbas canal near Chasiv Yar,
but Mashovets suggested that Russian forces may be able to cross the canal just south of Kalynivka or south of Novyi
Microraion (eastern Chasiv Yar) where the canal flows underground.[38] Mashovets stated that elements of the Russian 3rd
AC unsuccessfully attacked near the railway line between Klishchiivka and Andriivka (both southeast of Chasiv Yar). Russian
milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced within Kalynivka and in a forest area southwest of
Klishchiivka.[39] Russian forces continued assaults north of Chasiv Yar in the direction of Novomarkove, near Chasiv Yar
itself, and east of Chasiv Yar near Ivanivske.[40] Elements of the Russian 7th Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd Luhansk People's
Republic [LNR] AC) are reportedly operating near Hryhorivka (northeast of Chasiv Yar).[41]
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Note: A Russian source claimed on July 18 that Russian forces pushed Ukrainian forces 600 meters from Klishchiivka.
Russian sources claimed on July 17 thal Russian [orees crossed the Siversky-Donels Donbas Canal south of Kalynivka.
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Russian forces recently marginally advanced south of Toretsk amid continued assaults in the Toretsk direction on July 18.
Geolocated footage published on July 18 indicates that Russian forces with armored vehicle support recently advanced
within eastern Niu York (south of Toretsk).[42] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced up to
Kooperatyvna street within Niu York, Petra Velykoho street within eastern Druzhba (east of Toretsk), and the intersection
of Kalynova and Kutusova streets within northeastern Pivnichne (east of Toretsk).[43] Another Russian milblogger claimed

that Russian forces also advanced within Zalizne (east of Toretsk).[44]
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Note: A Russian source claimed on July 18 that Russian forces advanced 200 meters and reached
Petra Velykoho Street. A Russian source claimed on July 18 that Russian forces advanced to the

intersection of Kalynova and Kutusova streets.
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Russian forces recently marginally advanced northwest of Avdiivka amid continued offensive operations in the Avdiivka
direction on July 18. Geolocated footage published on July 18 indicates that Russian forces recently marginally advanced
into central Yevhenivka (northwest of Avdiivka).[45] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces are advancing
northwest of Avdiivka near Yevhenivka, Vozdvyzhenka, Lozuvatske, Prohres, and Novoselivka Persha and southwest of
Avdiivka near the Karlivske Reservoir.[46] Mashovets stated that elements of the Russian 506th Motorized Rifle Regiment
(27th Motorized Rifle Division, 2nd CAA, Central Military District [CMD]) recently advanced up to the Vovcha River west
of Voskhod (northwest of Avdiivka).[47] Mashovets stated that elements of the 27th Motorized Rifle Division's 433rd, 589th,
and 433rd motorized rifle regiments are attacking towards Vovche (northwest of Avdiivka) and Prohres from Yevhenivka
and towards Novoselivka Persha from the north. Russian forces also reportedly continued assaults northwest of Avdiivka
near Kalynove and Novooleksandrivka and west of Avdiivka near Umanske on July 17 and 18.[48] Elements of the Russian
"Vega" Spetsnaz Detachment (24th Guards Spetsnaz Brigade, Main Intelligence Directorate of the Russian General Staff

[GRU]) are operating near Avdiivka.[49]

Assessed Control of Terrain Northwest of
Avdiivka as of July 18, 2024, 3:00 PM ET

indicates that Russian forces advanced
in central and western Yevhenivka.

Geolocated footage posted
on July 15 indicates that

Geolocated footage posted on July 18 [
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A Russian milblogger claimed on July 17
that Russian forces advanced west of |
Novoselivka Persha.

Geolocated footage posted on July 15
indicates that Russian forces advanced
northwest of Novoselivka Persha.
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks against but do not
control.

Note: A Russian source claimed on July 16 that Russian forces advanced up to 1.8 kilometers wide south of Novoselivka Persha. A
Russian source claimed on July 15 that Russian forces advanced 1.12 kilometers wide east of Prohres. A Russian source claimed on
July 14 that Russian forces advanced five kilometers wide and up to 1.2 kilometers deep north and east of Novoselivka Persha.
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Russian forces continued ground attacks west of Donetsk City near Krasnohorivka and Heorhiivka and southwest of Donetsk
City near Paraskoviivka and Kostyantynivka on July 17 and 18, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline.[50] A
Ukrainian military observer posted footage showing a reinforced platoon-sized Russian mechanized assault in an
unspecified area of the Kurakhove direction but did not specify when the assault occurred.[51] The military observer
reported that Ukrainian forces repelled the assault and damaged Russian three tanks and two armored personnel carriers.
Elements of the Russian 110th Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st Donetsk People's Republic [DNR] AC) are reportedly operating
in the Kurakhove direction, and elements of the Russian 57th Motorized Rifle Brigade (5th CAA, Eastern Military District
[EMD]) are reportedly operating near Vuhledar (southwest of Donetsk City).[52]

Ukrainian Khortytsia Group of Forces Spokesperson Lieutenant Colonel Nazar Voloshyn told Ukrainian outlet Suspilne
Donbas on July 18 that Ukrainian forces withdrew from Urozhaine (south of Velyka Novosilka) after Russian shelling
destroyed Ukrainian positions within Urozhaine, indicating the Russian forces recently seized the entire settlement and are
also likely operating in the fields east of Urozhaine.[53] ISW has not recently observed footage of Ukrainian forces operating
in the fields east of Urozhaine, and it would likely be untenable for Ukrainian forces to hold positions within those fields
given that Russian forces likely now occupy Urozhaine and Novodonetske (southeast of Velyka Novosilka). Voloshyn stated
that the Ukrainian command ordered the withdrawal from Urozhaine to preserve Ukrainian servicemembers; lives but
noted that Ukrainian forces maintain control over the situation in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area.[54]
Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions and secure
rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Geolocated footage published on July 17 indicated that Russian forces advanced in the fields south of Hulyaipole.[55] A
Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced west of Marfopil (southeast of Hulyaipole).[56]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on July 17 and 18 but did not make confirmed
advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces attacked near Robotyne; northeast of Robotyne on the
Verbove-Mala Tokmachka line; and northwest of Robotyne on the Nesteryanka-Novoandriivka line.[57] The Ukrainian
General Staff added that Russian forces launched roughly 100 unguided air bombs along the entire frontline in western
Zaporizhia Oblast.[58] Elements of the Russian 7th Airborne (VDV) Division and reconnaissance elements of the Russian
392nd Motorized Rifle Regiment (likely a mobilized unit) continued operating in the Orikhiv and Zaporizhia directions,
respectively.[59]
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Note: A Russian source claimed on July 15 that Russian forces advanced up to 500 meters in two areas in the
Orikhiv direction.
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Ukrainian Mariupol Mayoral Advisor Petro Andryushchenko observed on July 18 that Russian forces began concentrating
troops in western Zaporizhia Oblast from different regions and hypothesized that Russian forces may be planning to launch
a new attack on the region.[60] Andryushchenko stated that Russian forces are redeploying troops from Novoazovsk (east
of Mariupol), Donetsk City, and unspecified oblasts. Andryushchenko added that these Russian forces are moving closer to
the frontline in the direction of Rozivka (northwest of Mariupol) - Polohy (south of Hulyaipole) and Tokmak, instead of
moving along the Sea of Azov via Berdyansk and Prymorsk. Andryushenko noted that Russian forces are simultaneously
deploying reserves and units that they have previously taken off the frontline for replenishment and training along the Sea
of Azov coast to support offensive operations in Donetsk Oblast. Andryushchenko specified that these reserves were
originally located in the Mariupol-Beryansk agglomeration, Prymorsk, and Kyrylivka. Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys
Shmyhal visited Ukrainian fortifications in Zaporizhia Oblast on July 18.[61]

Ukrainian military officials indirectly acknowledged on July 17 that Ukrainian forces are likely no longer operating in
Krynky, but are continuing combat operations near Krynky and elsewhere in east (left) bank Kherson Oblast.[62] Ukraine's
Southern Operational Command stated that intense and prolonged Russian artillery fire destroyed the main Ukrainian
positions in Krynky and nearly destroyed the entire settlement.[63] Ukraine's Operational Command noted that Ukrainian
forces are continuing to carry out combat operations in east bank Kherson Oblast and near Krynky and will continue
operating at designated positions and bridgeheads on the east bank of the Dnipro River. Ukrainian investigative
outlet Slidstvo.Info reported on July 17 that Ukrainian forces are currently fighting for the islands in the Dnipro River Delta
near Krynky after Russian forces destroyed Ukrainian positions in the settlement over the span of eight
months.[64] Slidstvo.Info spoke with a dozen Ukrainian sailors and medics from Ukrainian naval infantry brigades who
operated in Krynky or transported Ukrainian forces to the area and who described the defense of the settlement as an
extremely challenging task conducted with limited resources.[65] Some Ukrainian servicemembers told Slidstvo.Info that
Ukrainian forces at first were able to defend the village and even try to expand the bridgehead until Russian forces destroyed
everything in the settlement.
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Note: The Ukrainian counteroffensive layer displays areas previously assigned to the Russian control,
Russian advances, or Russian claims layers where ISW now assesses that Ukrainian forces have
established a presence beyond a short-term raid. Inclusion of an area on this layer does not imply that
ISW assesses that the area is part of any upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operation.
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A Ukrainian platoon commander of an amphibious assault company that fought in Krynky for two months described
Russian attacks on Ukrainian positions in the settlement as “meat assaults” and noted that Russian forces conducted seven
to eight attacks per day.[66] The platoon commander added that during the platoon’s deployment to Krynky, the number
of Russian personnel in assault groups decreased from six to seven people per group to three to four people, and that many
Russian servicemembers refused to fight. The platoon commander added that Russian assault groups are composed of
highly qualified and trained military personnel such as paratroopers and elements of Russian Spetsnaz. The platoon
commander observed that Russian forces also operated in a coordinated matter in the Krynky area.

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military and civilian
infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces conducted a series of missile and drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of July 17 of 18. The Ukrainian
Air Force reported that Russian forces launched 16 Shahed-136/131 drones from Kursk Oblast and two Kh-59/69 cruise
missiles and one Kh-35 anti-ship missile from occupied southern Ukraine.[67] The Ukrainian Air Force reported that
Ukrainian forces shot down all 16 of the Shahed drones and two Kh-59/69 missiles over Dnipropetrovsk, Poltava,
Zaporizhia, Kyiv, and Kharkiv oblasts. Dnipropetrovsk Oblast Military Administration Head Serhii Lysak stated that
Russian forces struck Synelnykivskyi Raion, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast.[68] Russian sources claimed that a Russian Kh-35
missile struck a Ukrainian P-18 radar near Tarasivka, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast.[69]

Ukraine's Eastern Air Command reported on July 18 that Ukrainian forces have destroyed over 2,100 Russian air targets,
including 500 missiles, 51 combat aircraft, 14 helicopters, and more than 1,500 strike and reconnaissance drones, over the
area of responsibility of the Eastern Air Command since the start of Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine.[70]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat power without
conducting general mobilization)

Russian officials continue efforts to expand the Russian Armed Forces' training capacity and address force generation issues.
Russian Security Council Deputy Chairperson Dmitry Medvedev, Deputy Defense Minister Viktor Goremykin, and
Presidential Plenipotentiary Representative of the Central Federal Okrug Igor Shchegolev visited the Pogonovo military
training ground in Voronezh Oblast on July 17.[71] The officials met with Russian contract servicemembers to discuss
staffing issues in the Russian Armed Forces and inspected military equipment and the training ground's barracks.

Russian sources continue to highlight tension between Russian forces and former Wagner Group personnel. A Russian
insider source claimed on July 18 that Russian special forces raided the camp of the "Istra"” Regiment (a battalion comprised
of former Wagner personnel with organizational support from Moscow Oblast officials) and beat and imprisoned the
battalion's command in a ditch for stealing humanitarian assistance and other crimes sometime in April-May 2024.[72] The
insider source claimed that the special forces detachment eventually released the battalion's command, whom Russian
military authorities later transferred to other units, and told the command that "Wagner's time is over."

Russian forces are reportedly removing Soviet-era artillery systems from storage for use in Ukraine. Russian opposition
media outlet Astra reported on July 14 that a Russian truck towing a Soviet-era M-46 130mm artillery system ran into a
passenger car in Russia, indicating that Russian forces are moving these systems from storage.[73] Astra noted that North
Korea is supplying Russia with 130mm shells and estimated that Russia has around 600 M-46 systems in storage. A Russian
milblogger amplified footage of another Russian truck moving an M-46 from storage and claimed that, despite its age, the
M-46 is an effective and powerful artillery system.[74] The milblogger claimed that Iran, the People's Republic of China
(PRC), and North Korea produce 130mm shells and that Russia could import the shells from these countries.

Russian-state owned and defense industrial focused Promsvyazbank (PSB) claimed on July 18 that PSB's Era investment
fund will help Russian developers supply the Russian military with several thousand reconnaissance, reconnaissance-strike,
strike, and aircraft type drones by the end of 2024.[75]

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological innovations to optimize
systems for use in Ukraine)

Russian state-owned defense conglomerate Rostec stated on July 18 that its subsidiary, Roselectronics, developed the
"Leshy" mobile drone countermeasure system to protect military and service vehicles and industrial facilities from drone
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strikes.[76] Rostec claimed that the "Leshy" system has a range of at least 250 meters and can work effectively when the
vehicle is moving or stationary.

Press service of the Russian space agency Roscosmos claimed that its subsidiary Gonets Satellite System and Russian drone
manufacturer Geoscan successfully operated a drone via satellite for the first time in Russia.[77]

Russian developer VessoLink reportedly created a hardware and software system with artificial intelligence (AI) that can
count and determine the location of objects and instantly transmit this data to a ground station.[78] The system reportedly
weighs one kilogram, and any type of drone (except small-sized drones) can carry the system.

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense industrial base to become
more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and international partners)

ISW is not publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts today.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative control of annexed
areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian sociocultural, economic, military, and
governance systems)

ISW is not publishing coverage of Russian-occupied areas of Ukraine today.

Russian Information Operations and Narratives

Russian officials continue to weaponize false invocations of international law to discredit Ukraine and deflect from Russia's
well-documented violations of international law. The Kharkiv Oblast occupation deputy head Yevhen Lisnayk claimed on
July 18 that the Kharkiv Oblast occupation administration has opened a genocide case against Ukrainian forces in
connection with the shelling of Kharkiv Oblast.[79] The Russian Criminal Code uses the same definition of genocide as the
Geneva Convention, so Lisnyak is essentially weaponizing the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide.[80] Russian authorities similarly used allegations of genocide in an attempt to justify Russia's full-scale
invasion of Ukraine in 2022, despite international recognition that there were false and fabricated accusations, for which
Russia was unable to provide any evidence for.[81] ISW extensively reported on Russia's apparent violations of international
law and previously assessed that Russian officials frequently accuse Ukraine of war crimes or other violations of
international law to deflect from evidence of the Kremlin's own violations.[82]

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov claimed on July 17 that Russia is engaging with unspecified American "political
scientists” in a dialogue related to the war in Ukraine.[83] Lavrov made this comment during a press conference at the
United Nations in New York City following the UN Security Council meetings, likely to generate the impression that Russia
is interested in Western opinions on peace negotiations and forecasts of a post-settlement situation in Ukraine.[84] Select
Russian officials routinely invoke the narrative that Russia is prepared to talk to the West and that the West and Ukraine
are responsible for refusing such discourse, despite the fact that Russian President Vladimir Putin himself has made it clear
that Russia has no intentions of talking with the West or Ukraine in good faith.[85]

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov utilized boilerplate Russian nuclear saber-rattling rhetoric to threaten
nuclear escalation in response to reports that the White House will begin the gradual deployment of long-range weapons to
Germany.[86] Ryabkov suggested that Russia may deploy missiles, including missiles equipped with nuclear warheads in
response to the deployment of American weapons in Germany.

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in Belarus and further
integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner Group activity in Belarus)

Belarus continues to strengthen its bilateral relationship with the People's Republic of China (PRC). The Belarusian Ministry
of Defense (MoD) stated on July 17 that Belarusian and People's Liberation Army (PLA) airborne search and attack
formations participated in the "Attack Falcon 2024" joint exercises at the Brest Training Ground.[87] Belarusian Chief of
the General Staff Major General Pavel Muraveiko and PLA Corps Deputy Chief of Staff Senior Colonel Liu Zhen observed
the exercises, which included training with unguided air and MLRS strikes against a simulated enemy and parachute
operations.[88]
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The Belarusian MoD announced on July 17 that Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko appointed Major General
Alexander Naumenko as a Deputy Defense Minister and dismissed Major General Andrei Zhuk due to his
age.[89] Lukashenko appointed Major General Alexander Bas as commander of Belarusian Northwestern Operational
Command to replace Naumenko.

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly available
information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western reporting and social media as
well as commercially available satellite imagery and other geospatial data as the basis for these reports.
References to all sources used are provided in the endnotes of each update.
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