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March 10, 2024, 7:00pm ET

Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool.

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion
of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces
daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive
monthly.

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:30 pm ET on March 10. ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the March 11 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

A Ukrainian military official confirmed that Russian forces are conducting strikes in
Ukraine with improved glide bombs. Ukrainian Tavriisk Group of Forces Spokesperson Captain
Dmytro Lykhovyi reported on March 10 that Russian forces struck Myrnohrad, Donetsk Oblast, with
three universal interspecific glide munition (UMPB) D-30SN guided glide bombs that Ukrainian forces
initially originally assessed were S-300 missiles.[1] Lykhovyi stated that improved UMPB D-30SN
guided glide bombs essentially convert Soviet-era FAB unguided gravity bombs to guided glide bombs.
Russian forces had previously used unguided glide bombs as recently as January 2024.[2] ISW recently
observed Russian milbloggers claim that Russian forces began conducting strikes with FAB UMPB
guided glide bombs, as opposed to using unguided glide bombs with unified planning and correction
modules (UMPC), in unspecified areas in Ukraine.[3] A Russian milblogger claimed that UMPB guided
glide bombs have a guidance system that includes a noise-resistant GLONASS/GPS “Comet” signal
receiver and folding wings similar to a Kh-101 cruise missile.[4] Russian milbloggers claimed that
Russian forces can launch UMPB guided glide bombs from aircraft and ground-based multiple rocket
launch systems (MLRS) such as Tornado-S and Smerch MLRS.[5] A Russian outlet claimed that
Russian aviation is currently launching UMPBs without jet engines, but that Russia anticipates
employing UMPBs with jet engines in the future.[6] Russian milbloggers claimed that UMPB guided
glide bombs with a jet engine and fuel tank, currently absent from aerial glide bombs with UMPC, will
allow Russian aviation to drop guided glide bombs from a lower altitude “similar to air-to-surface cruise
missiles” and increase the maximum strike range to 80-90 kilometers.[7] Russian milbloggers claimed
that the increased range of UMPB guided glide bombs will allow Russian Aerospace Forces (VKS) to
increase the depth of strikes on Ukrainian positions without risk from Ukrainian air forces detecting or
destroying Russian fixed-wing aircraft.[8] Russian milbloggers claimed that the Russian defense
industrial base (DIB) is attempting to mass-produce UMPB guided glide bombs.[9] Russian forces will
likely attempt to serialize production of UMPB guided glide bombs and increase their use across the
frontline.

Russian sources reported that Northern Fleet Commander Admiral Alexander Moiseev
has replaced Admiral Nikolai Yevimenov as Commander-in-Chief of the Russian Navy. St.
Petersburg news outlet Fontanka reported on March 10 that Moiseev was appointed as Commander-
in-Chief of the Russian Navy, and former Black Sea Fleet (BSF) Commander retired Admiral Vladimir
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Komoyedov later stated that Moiseev is the new Commander-in-Chief of the Russian Navy in an
interview with Ural Regional State newswire URA.ru.[10] Russian milbloggers similarly claimed that
Moiseev was appointed to command the Russian Navy and that recent command changes in the
Russian Navy are occurring amid a “complete paralysis” of fleet leadership about new threats, likely
referring to recent Ukrainian strikes against BSF assets in and near occupied Crimea.[11] Russian
sources recently claimed that the Russian military officially removed BSF Commander Admiral Viktor
Sokolov and replaced him with BSF Chief of Staff Vice Admiral Sergei Pinchuk.[12] ISW cannot confirm
either Pinchuk’s or Moiseev’s reported appointments. The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) is in the
process of depriving the Northern Fleet of its status as an “interservice strategic territorial organization”
(a joint headquarters in Western military parlance) to restore the Moscow and Leningrad Military
Districts (MMD and LMD), and Moiseev may have been appointed as Commander-in-Chief of the
Russian Navy to retain a high-ranking command role.[13]

Russian occupation authorities opened early voting in occupied Ukraine for Russia’s
presidential election on March 10 that will last until March 14. Kremlin newswire TASS
reported on March 10 that early voting started in occupied Donetsk Oblast, but noted that early voting
in areas close to the frontline has been ongoing since February 25.[14] TASS stated that stationary
polling stations will open in occupied Ukraine on March 15-17. Ukrainian Luhansk Oblast Military
Administration Head Artem Lysohor stated that 2,600 Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) election
commission officials have been conducting door-to-door campaigning for the past 20 days.[15]
Ukrainian officials stated that Russian occupation officials intend to claim a 94 percent voter turnout
in occupied Ukraine.[16] ISW continues to assess that the Kremlin and Russian occupation officials
intend to falsify votes in support of Russian President Vladimir Putin and fabricate a large voter turnout
in an attempt to legitimize Russia’s occupation of Ukraine to the international community.[17]

Chechen officials organized a march in Grozny, Chechnya, on March 10 in support of
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s candidacy in the upcoming March presidential
election. Russian state media outlet TASS reported that more than 150,000 Chechens attended the
march in Grozny and that Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov’s eldest child, Chechen
Presidential Administration First Deputy Head Khadizhat Kadyrova, organized the march.[18] Russian
opposition outlet SOTA amplified a claim on March 9 that the Chechen State University and Grozny
State Petroleum Technical University instructed its employees and students to attend the election
march on March 10.[19] Kadyrov praised the rally on March 10, emphasizing the importance of the
election for the Russian state and praising Putin by name.[20] Kadyrov claimed that many prominent
Chechen politicians and voices attended the march but did not mention Kadyrova by name.[21
Chechen National Policy Minister Akhmed Dudayev stated that the march “reflects that we [Chechnya]
are one united team of our first President, Hero of Russia Akhmat-Khadzhi Kadyrov.”[22] This election
march likely supports Kadyrov’s ongoing effort to balance appealing to his Chechen constituency while
courting Putin’s favor.[23]

Over 1,000 civilian ships have transited Ukraine’s “grain corridor” in the Black Sea
despite persistent Russian efforts to undermine international confidence in the
corridor. US Ambassador to Ukraine Bridget Brink stated on March 9 that 1,005 civilian ships have
traveled from Ukrainian ports on the Black Sea through the “grain corridor” and have delivered roughly
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30 million tons of cargo, including grain, to world markets.[24] A civilian ship used the Ukrainian
corridor to leave a Ukrainian port for the first time in August 2023 and to reach a Ukrainian port for
the first time in September 2023.[25] Russian forces began heavily targeting Ukrainian grain and port
infrastructure in summer 2023 in an effort to exact concessions on the renewal of the defunct Black Sea
grain deal and have continued those strikes in part to discourage civilian maritime traffic through the
corridor.[26]

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) awarded a state honor to a prominent Russian
ultranationalist — who is an active supporter of imprisoned former officer and ardent
ultranationalist Igor Girkin — likely as part of ongoing Kremlin campaign to coopt the
critical milblogger community. Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu signed a decree awarding
Russian military volunteer and milblogger Vladimir Grubnik with the “For Military Cooperation” medal
on January 24, 2024.[27] Grubnik routinely publishes and amplifies posts in support of Girkin (also
known under the alias Strelkov) - who is a prominent critic of the Russian MoD, the Russian military
command, and the Kremlin.[28] Grubnik is also a member of the Russian Strelkov Movement, which
advocates for Girkin‘s release from prison, and the Russian Angry Patriots Club, which Girkin founded
and briefly headed in 2023.[29] Grubnik had also previously amplified posts that criticized the Russian
MoD and the military command, some of which directly accused Shoigu of military failures in
Ukraine.[30] Grubnik notably defended Shoigu from accusations posed by deceased Wagner Group
financier Yevgeny Prigozhin during his mutiny in June 2023, however.[31] ISW had previously
observed that the Kremlin began to coopt Russian milbloggers critical of the Russian war effort’s poor
performance by offering them state awards or government positions starting November 2022 in an
effort to regain control over the Russian information space.[32] Grubnik’s award may indicate that the
Kremlin is attempting to secure control over the group of ultranationalists who support Girkin’s
extremist views, are actively providing military and humanitarian help to Russian forces on the
frontline, and have participated in the Russian invasion of Donbas and Crimea in 2014. Grubnik’s
award, however, is different than the Order of Merit of the Fatherland Second Class medals that the
Kremlin previously awarded to two other milbloggers explicitly for their milblogger activities, but the
reason for Grubnik’s award is likely related to his volunteer efforts on the frontline.[33]

Key Takeaways:

e A Ukrainian military official confirmed that Russian forces are conducting strikes
in Ukraine with improved guided glide bombs.

o Russian sources reported that the Russian military command has replaced
Admiral Nikolai Yevinenov with Northern Fleet Commander Admiral Alexander
Moiseev as Commander-in-Chief of the Russian Navy.

o« Russian occupation authorities opened early voting in occupied Ukraine for
Russia’s presidential election on March 10 that will last until March 14.

o Chechen officials organized a march in Grozny, Chechnya, on March 10 in support
of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s candidacy in the upcoming March
presidential election.
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Over 1,000 civilian ships have transited Ukraine’s “grain corridor” in the Black Sea
despite persistent Russian efforts to undermine international confidence in the
corridor.

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) awarded a state honor to a prominent
Russian ultranationalist — who is an active supporter of imprisoned former officer
and ardent ultranationalist Igor Girkin — likely as part of an ongoing Kremlin
campaign to coopt the critical milblogger community.

Russian forces recently made confirmed advances near Bakhmut and Avdiivka
amid continued positional engagements along the entire frontline on March 10.

Prominent Russian ultranationalists praised Russian volunteers and mobilized
personnel on March 10, likely to assuage continued concerns among these
personnel in spite of their improper and inequal treatment in the Russian military.
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

e Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts)
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o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
o Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

o Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign

e Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

o Russian Technological Adaptations

o Activities in Russian-occupied areas

e Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts

o Russian Information Operations and Narratives

« Significant Activity in Belarus

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Positional engagements continued northeast of Kupyansk and near Kreminna on March 10, but there
were no confirmed changes to the frontline. Positional engagements continued northeast of Kupyansk
near Synkivka, west of Kreminna near Yampolivka and Terny, and south of Kreminna near Bilohorivka
(12km south of Kreminna).[34]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Positional engagements continued northeast of Bakhmut in the Siversk direction on March 10, but there
were no confirmed changes to the frontline. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced
200 meters in depth towards Vyimka (southeast of Siversk), but ISW has not observed visual

7 Institute for the Study of War and AEl’s Critical Threats Project 2024


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Map Draft March 10%2C2024.png

confirmation of this claim.[35] Russian forces reportedly attacked southwest of Siversk near Rozdolivka
and east of Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske and Spirne.[36] Elements of the Russian “GORB”
detachment (2nd Luhansk People’s Republic [LNR] Army Corps [AC]) are operating near Spirne.[37]

Russian forces recently marginally advanced west of Bakhmut. Geolocated footage published on March
10 indicates that Russian forces recently advanced in eastern Ivanivske (west of Bakhmut).[38] Some
Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces control 80 percent of Ivanivske and made marginal
advances near Druzhba (southwest of Bakhmut) and within Bohdanivka (northwest of Bakhmut), but
ISW had not observed confirmation for these claims.[39] Positional battles continued near Bohdanivka;
west of Bakhmut near Ivanivske and east of Chasiv Yar; and southwest of Bakhmut near Klishchiivka,
Andriivka, Kurdyumivka, Druzhba, and Shumy.[40] A Russian milblogger claimed that elements of the
Russian 11th Separate Guards Air Assault (VDV) Brigade and 68th Tank Regiment and 102nd
Motorized Rifle Regiment (both part of 150th Motorized Rifle Division, 8th Guards Combined Arms
Army [CAA] Southern Military District [SMD]) are fighting in Ivanivske.[41] Elements of the Russian
“Sever-V” Reconnaissance and Assault Brigade (Russian Volunteer Corps) are reportedly supporting
Russian assaults on Bohdanivka; elements of the Russian 98th Guards VDV Division are reportedly
operating in the Bakhmut direction; and elements of the 132nd Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st Donetsk
People's Republic [DNR] AC) are operating near Toretsk (southwest of Bakhmut).[42]
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Russian forces recently marginally advanced northwest of Avdiivka near Berdychi and west of Avdiivka
in Orlivka. Geolocated footage published on March 9 and March 10 indicates that Russian forces
recently advanced south of Berdychi and in western Orlivka.[43] Positional battles continued near
Berdychi; west of Avdiivka near Orlivka and Tonenke; and southwest of Avdiikka near Pervomaiske,
Sieverne, and Nevelske.[44] Elements of the Russian 24th Guards Spetsnaz Brigade (General Staff’s
Main Intelligence Directorate [GRU]) are reportedly operating near Berdychi.[45] Elements of the 1st
“Slavic” Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st DNR AC) are reportedly operating in the Avdiivka direction.[46]
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Note: A Russian source claimed on March 8 that Russian forces advanced up to 1.27 kilometers wide and 500 meters deep
south of Orlivka. A Russian source claimed on March 8 that Russian forces advanced 1.35 kilometers deep in the
southwestern part of Tonenke.

Russian and Ukrainian forces engaged in positional battles west of Donetsk City near Krasnohorivka
and Heorhiivka and southwest of Donetsk City near Novomykhailivka and Pobieda.[47] A Russian
milblogger claimed that Su-34 fighter jet pilots of the Russian 11th Air and Air Defense Forces Army
(Russian Aerospace Forces [VKS] of the Eastern Military District [EMD]) continue to launch air strikes
in the southern Donetsk direction using FAB-500 unguided glide bombs.[48] Elements of the Russian
238th Artillery Brigade (8th CAA, SMD) reportedly continue operating near Krasnohorivka, and
elements of the Russian 39th Motorized Rifle Brigade (68th AC, EMD) are reportedly operating near
Novomykhailivka.[49]
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Russian forces recently advanced southwest of Vuhledar in western Donetsk Oblast. Geolocated footage
published on March 10 indicates that Russian forces recently advanced northwest of Shevchenko
(southwest of Vuhledar).[50] Elements of the Russian 29th CAA (EMD) are reportedly operating in the
Vuhledar direction.[51]
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Positional battles occurred southwest of Velyka Novosilka near Novodarivka and Levadne in the
Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on March 10.[52]
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against but do not control.

Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Positional fighting continued in western Zaporizhia Oblast on March 10, but there were no confirmed
changes to the frontline in this area. Positional fighting continued near Robotyne and Verbove (east of
Robotyne).[53] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces are preparing for tactical
counterattacks near Robotyne.[54] Ukrainian Tavriisk Group of Forces Spokesperson Dmytro Lykhovyi
stated on March 9 that Russian forces are increasingly relying on off-road “buggies” and all-terrain
vehicles (ATVs) to transport Russian infantry near Robotyne because Ukrainian forces are destroying
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standard Russian military vehicles.[55] Russian forces may be experimenting with using such light
unarmored vehicles due to their availability over Russian military vehicles that Ukrainian forces can
readily destroy, and/or because such light vehicles are smaller than and have greater speed and mobility
over standard military vehicles, making them more difficult for Ukrainian forces to target. Elements of
the Russian 7th Airborne (VDV) Division and the 1st Battalion of the 429th Motorized Rifle Regiment
(19th Motorized Rifle Division, 58th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD])
reportedly continue operating in the Zaporizhia direction, and elements of the 70th Motorized Rifle
Regiment (42nd Motorized Rifle Division, 58th CAA, SMD) are reportedly operating near
Robotyne.[56]
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Note: A Russian source claimed on March 7 that Russian forces advanced one kilometer northwest of Verbove.
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Note: A Russian source claimed on March 7 that Russian forces advanced one kilometer northwest of Verbove.

Ukrainian and Russian sources stated that Ukrainian forces maintain positions in east (left) bank
Kherson Oblast near Krynky as of March 10.[57] Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command reported
that Russian forces did not conduct combat operations for the second consecutive day on March 10 and
instead focused on conducting aerial reconnaissance, artillery fire, and drone operations.[58]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Note: The Ukrainian counteroffensive layer displays areas previously assigned to the Russian control,
Russian advances, or Russian claims layers where ISW now assesses that Ukrainian forces have
established a presence beyond a short-term raid. Inclusion of an area on this layer does not imply that
ISW assesses that the area is part of any upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operation.

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces conducted another series of drone and missile strikes against Ukraine overnight on
March 9-10. Ukrainian officials reported that Russian forces launched four S-300 missiles at Kharkiv
and Donetsk oblasts and 39 Shahed-136/131 drones from occupied Cape Chauda, Crimea and
Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai.[59] Ukrainian forces destroyed 35 Shaheds over Kirovohrad,
Mykolaiv, Dnipropetrovsk, Cherkasy, Odesa, Kherson, Khmelnytskyi, Vinnytsia, Kyiv, and Zhytomyr
oblasts. Ukrainian state energy operator Ukrenerho reported that the Russian forces struck two
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electrical substations in southern and central Ukraine but did not disrupt energy supplies.[60] Odesa
Oblast Military Administration Head Oleh Kiper reported that a drone struck an industrial facility in
Odesa Oblast.[61]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

Prominent Russian ultranationalists praised Russian volunteers and mobilized personnel on March 10,
likely to assuage continued concerns among these personnel in spite of their improper and inequal
treatment in the Russian military. Deputy Head of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) Main
Directorate of Rosgvardia, Commander of its special rapid response and riot police (OMON and SOBR),
and prominent Russian milblogger Alexander Khodakovsky praised Russian volunteers as “sacred” for
suffering higher casualty rates in Ukraine and commended mobilized personnel for fighting in Ukraine
despite not choosing to do so voluntarily.[62] Another Russian ultranationalist milblogger
characterized Russian military volunteers as Russia’s “backbone” and asserted that Russian volunteers
in Ukraine are far more valuable than Soviet volunteers during the war in Afghanistan or Russian
volunteers during the first and second Chechen wars.[63]

Kursk Oblast Governor Roman Starovoit claimed on March 10 that 3,500 volunteers are serving in the
Kursk Oblast People’s Militia.[64] Starovoit claimed that Kursk Oblast People’s Militia volunteers
patrol public areas, bridges, and industrial facilities and assist unspecified Russian security forces.[65]
Starovoit announced the creation of the Kursk Oblast People’s Militia in late 2022 under the premise
that potential Ukrainian ground assaults could threaten Russia’s oblasts on the border with
Ukraine.[66] Elements of a similar People’s Militia in Belgorod Oblast have previously responded to
pro-Ukrainian Russian volunteer force raids in Belgorod Oblast, but the Kursk Oblast People’s Militia
appears to conduct simple auxiliary patrol functions.[67]

A Russian milblogger observed that Russian forces continue to face some issues with newly deployed
personnel and drone capabilities in the Avdiivka direction.[68] The milblogger claimed that a
significant number of newly deployed Russian contract servicemen (kontrakniki) have unrealistically
optimistic preconceptions about fighting in Ukraine and arrive to eastern Ukraine in full confidence
that Russian forces are easily winning in battle. The milblogger added that many of the newly arrived
personnel do not want to learn to fight because they think that the Russian Aerospace Forces (VKS) will
provide air support and that prisoner recruits will defeat Ukrainian forces based on Russian state
propaganda claims. The milblogger observed that Donetsk Peoples Republic (DNR) elements prefer to
operate locally-produced first-person vision (FPV) drones over those produced and procured by the
Russian “Sudoplatov” volunteer group because “Sudoplatov” drones operate on wavelengths known to
Ukrainian forces. The milblogger claimed that Central Military District (CMD) drone operators had all
of their “Sudoplatov” drones disrupted after Russian drone malfunctioned and alerted Ukrainian forces
to activate electronic warfare (EW) systems during the battles for the Avdiivka industrial area. The
miblogger claimed on March 9 that elements of the Russian 114th Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st DNR
AC), which is operating in the Avdiivka direction, has several separate air defense groups.[69]
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Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

Russia continues efforts to scale up its production of guided glide bombs for use in Ukraine. Ukrainian
Air Forces Spokesperson Colonel Yuriy Ihnat stated in an interview with CNN published on March 10
that Russia is focusing on producing FAB-1500 guided glide bombs because they are far cheaper to
produce than missiles.[70] Thnat noted that Russia will not be able to quickly increase its production of
the FAB-1500 guided glide bombs, however, and that producing the bombs will still be costly.[71]
German outlet BILD reported on March 7 that Russia has begun mass producing its FAB-1500-M54
guided glide bomb.[72] CNN interviewed Ukrainian soldiers operating near Krasnohorivka (west of
Donetsk City) who stated that Russian previously only shelled Ukrainian positions in the area but are
now conducting heavy airstrikes with FAB-1500 bombs.[73] Royal United Services Institute (RUSI)
Senior Research Fellow Justin Bronk told CNN that Russia’s defense industrial base (DIB) has
bottlenecks for “glide kits” (likely referring to universal planning and correction modules [UMPCs] that
Russia attaches to unguided FAB and guided KAB bombs, including FAB-1500 variants, to turn them
into glide bombs) but that Russia has a significant amount of materiel for the basic explosive package
in the FAB-1500 guided glide bombs.[74]

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense
industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and
international partners)

Note: ISW will be publishing its coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts on a
weekly basis in the Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. ISW will continue to track
developments in Ukrainian defense industrial efforts daily and will refer to these efforts
in assessments within the daily Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment and other ISW
products when necessary.

ISW is not publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts today.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

Note: ISW will be publishing coverage of activities in Russian-occupied areas twice a
week in the Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. ISW will continue to track
activities in Russian-occupied areas daily and will refer to these activities in assessments
within the daily Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment and other ISW products when
necessary.

ISW is not publishing coverage of activities in Russian-occupied areas today.

Russian Information Operations and Narratives

A prominent Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger attempted to portray the recent Moldovan-French
defense cooperation agreement and announcement that the French Ministry of Defense (MoD) will
open an office in Chisinau as evidence that France intends to deploy military personnel to Moldova and
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possibly to the pro-Russian Moldovan breakaway republic of Transnistria.[75] The milblogger is
attempting to further the Kremlin information operations supporting potential hybrid operations
aimed at sabotaging Moldova’s European Union (EU) accession process.[76]

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)

Nothing significant to report.

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.
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