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Note: The data cut-off for this product was 11:00 am ET on March 15. ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the March 16 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

Russian milbloggers and Ukrainian officials continue to deny Russian President
Vladimir Putin's unsubstantiated claim that Russian forces have encircled a significant
number of Ukrainian troops in Kursk Oblast. Russian milbloggers published maps on March 14
and 15 showing Russian and Ukrainian positions in Kursk Oblast that do not indicate Russian forces
have encircled Ukrainian forces, and two Russian milbloggers explicitly denied Putin's claim that
Russian forces encircled a significant number of Ukrainian forces in the area on March 13 and 14.[1]
One milblogger characterized Putin's claims as a narrative intended to influence US President Donald
Trump ahead of peace negotiations.[2] Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky noted that Russian
forces are unsuccessfully attempting to encircle Ukrainian forces in Kursk Oblast, that no encirclement
currently exists, and stated that Putin is attempting to delay discussion of the US-Ukrainian 30-day
ceasefire proposal by spreading these claims.[3] Independent Ukrainian sources also denied Putin's
claims about Russian encirclements of Ukrainian forces and noted that Ukrainian forces maintain the
ability to maneuver from their remaining positions in Kursk Oblast despite a difficult tactical
situation.[4] ISW has still not observed any Russian milblogger claims or geolocated footage suggesting
that Russian forces have encircled Ukrainian troops in Kursk Oblast. Ukrainian forces appear to
maintain egress routes across the international border from their positions in Kursk Oblast as of this
publication.

Russian forces continued offensive operations in Kursk Oblast but have not completely
pushed Ukrainian forces out of the area as of this publication. Geolocated footage published
on March 12 indicates that Russian forces recently advanced in western Basivka (northeast of Sumy
City in Sumy Oblast).[5] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) and other Russian sources claimed on
March 15 that Russian forces seized Zaoleshenka (immediately west of Sudzha) and Rubanshchina
(west of Sudzha), but ISW has not observed evidence to assess that Russian forces have seized the
entirety of these settlements.[6] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces seized Gogolevka
(west of Sudzha) and are clearing Guyevo (south of Sudzha).[7] Russian milbloggers claimed that
Ukrainian forces maintain positions near Oleshnya and Gornal (both southwest of Sudzha).[8] Russian
forces continued attacking near Rubanshchina, Gogolevka, and Guyevo.[9] Elements of the Russian
11th Airborne (VDV) Brigade are reportedly operating near Gogolevka, and elements of the 810th Naval
Infantry Brigade (Black Sea Fleet) and 1777th Naval Infantry Regiment (Caspian Flotilla) are reportedly
operating near Guyevo.[10]
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Ukrainian officials expressed concern about Russian ground operations in northern
Sumy Oblast but doubt Russia's ability to conduct an effective concerted offensive
operation against Sumy City. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky stated that the Russian
military is accumulating forces along Ukraine's eastern border, indicating Russia's interest in "striking"
Sumy Oblast.[11] Zelensky may be referring to Russian efforts to advance far enough into northern
Sumy Oblast to get within artillery range of Sumy City. Ukrainian Center for Countering Disinformation
Head Lieutenant Andriy Kovalenko stated that Russian forces are preparing for more "active actions"
in the Sumy Oblast border area and to "strike" Sumy Oblast but not conduct an offensive operation
against Sumy City.[12] Ukrainian officials stated that Russian assault groups and sabotage and
reconnaissance groups continue to operate along the Sumy Oblast border and are attempting to
advance into Ukraine.[13]
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The Kremlin is likely preparing to intensify a narrative that accuses Ukrainian forces of
war crimes in Kursk Oblast in an attempt to discredit the Ukrainian military, erode
Western support for Ukraine, and spoil or delay straightforward discussions about the
30-day ceasefire that US President Donald Trump proposed to Putin. Russian President
Vladimir Putin, other facets of the Russian government, Russian state media, and pro-Kremlin
mouthpieces have recently intensified claims accusing Ukrainian forces of committing war crimes in
Kursk Oblast during their seven-month incursion. Putin asked on March 13, in reaction to the US-
Ukrainian temporary ceasefire proposal, whether Russia should let Ukrainian forces leave Kursk Oblast
"after they committed a lot of crimes against civilians" and reiterated claims on March 14 that Ukrainian
forces committed "terrorism" in Kursk Oblast.[14] The Russian Investigative Committee announced on
March 12 that it is opening investigations into alleged Ukrainian war crimes in areas of Kursk Oblast
that endured heavy fighting and announced the conviction of two Ukrainian soldiers for alleged
"terrorism" and "war crimes" in Kursk Oblast on March 14.[15] Russian ultranationalist voices,
including those with Kremlin affiliations, have been amplifying Putin's statements and Russian state
media claims accusing Ukrainian forces of war crimes, including executing civilians in Kursk Oblast,
more frequently in recent days.[16] Russian state media has amplified pro-Kremlin voices, including
Acting Kursk Oblast Governor Alexander Khinshtein, accusing Ukrainian forces of war crimes in Kursk
Oblast since the start of the incursion in August 2024 but has intensified these efforts since February
2025.[17] These claims are unsubstantiated.

Putin likely intends to use this narrative falsely portraying Ukrainian forces as brutal war criminals - as
the Kremlin did in late 2021 and 2022 to justify Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine - to spoil or delay
discussions about a 30-day ceasefire, especially when contrasted with Putin's efforts to portray himself
as a merciful leader.[18] Russian ultranationalist voices used Putin's and Russian state media's
allegations of Ukrainian war crimes to support their calls for Russia to reject any ceasefire in Ukraine
whatsoever and to justify the brutal treatment of Ukrainian forces on the battlefield.[19] ISW has
frequently reported on the sharp uptick of confirmed Russian executions of Ukrainian prisoners of war
(POWSs) on the battlefield in 2024 and early 2025 likely under orders from the Russian military
command, and ISW observed a report of Russian forces executing Ukrainian POWs near Sudzha on
March 13.[20]

Russian forces conducted drone and missile strikes against Ukraine on the night of
March 14 to 15, including conducting their third double-tap strike against Ukraine in the
past week. The Ukrainian Air Force reported on March 15 that Russian forces launched two Iskander-
M ballistic missiles from Kursk Oblast and 178 Shahed and decoy drones from Oryol, Bryansk, and
Kursk cities; Millerovo, Rostov Oblast; Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai; and occupied Cape
Chauda, Crimea.[21] Ukrainian forces downed 130 drones over Kharkiv, Poltava, Sumy, Chernihiv,
Cherkasy, Kyiv, Zhytomyr, Khmelnytskyi, Kirovohrad, Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Zaporizhia, Odesa,
and Mykolaiv oblasts and 38 drones were "lost," likely due to Ukrainian electronic warfare (EW)
interference. Ukrainian Southern Operational Command reported that two ballistic missiles struck
Kryvyi Rih, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, and Ukrainian officials reported that Russian drones struck civilian
and critical infrastructure in Chernihiv and Sumy cities and Chornomorsk, Odesa Oblast.[22] Ukraine's
State Emergency Service reported on March 15 that Russian forces conducted three drone strikes each
one hour apart on a residential area of Bohoduhiv, Kharkiv Oblast, likely in an effort to injure and kill
Ukrainian first responders in the area.[23] Ukrainian officials reported that Russian forces conducted
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double tap strikes against Kryvyi Rih, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast with missiles on the night of March 11 to
12 and a hospital in Zolochiv, Kharkiv Oblast with drones on the night of March 13 to 14.[24]

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky appointed the official Ukrainian delegation to
"engage with Ukraine's international partners" in the negotiation process to end the war
on March 15. Ukrainian Presidential Office Head Andriy Yermak will lead the delegation, and the
delegation will also include Foreign Minister Andriy Sybiha, Defense Minister Rustem Umerov, and
Deputy Presidential Administration Head Pavlo Palisa.[25] This is the same delegation who attended
the US—Ukrainian meeting in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on March 11.[26]

Key Takeaways:

Russian milbloggers and Ukrainian officials continue to deny Russian President
Vladimir Putin's unsubstantiated claim that Russian forces have encircled a
significant number of Ukrainian troops in Kursk Oblast.

Russian forces continued offensive operations in Kursk Oblast but have not
completely pushed Ukrainian forces out of the area as of this publication.

Ukrainian officials expressed concern about Russian ground operations in
northern Sumy Oblast but doubt Russia's ability to conduct an effective concerted
offensive operation against Sumy City.

The Kremlin is likely preparing to intensify a narrative that accuses Ukrainian
forces of war crimes in Kursk Oblast in an attempt to discredit the Ukrainian
military, erode Western support for Ukraine, and spoil or delay straightforward
discussions about the 30-day ceasefire that US President Donald Trump proposed
to Putin.

Russian forces conducted drone and missile strikes against Ukraine on the night
of March 14 to 15, including conducting their third double-tap strike against
Ukraine in the past week.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky appointed the official Ukrainian
delegation to "engage with Ukraine's international partners" in the negotiation
process to end the war on March 15.

Ukrainian forces recently advanced near Toretsk and Russian forces recently
advanced in Sumy Oblast and near Chasiv Yar and Pokrovsk.
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

e Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

e Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)
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e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border
with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
o Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis
e Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign
o Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts
o Russian Technological Adaptations
e Activities in Russian-occupied areas
 Significant Activity in Belarus
Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation
See topline text for reports of the situation in Kursk Oblast and northern Sumy Oblast.

Ukrainian forces reportedly attempted to strike a Russian oil refinery in Volgograd Oblast on the night
of March 14 to 15. Russian opposition outlet Astra geolocated footage on March 15 showing a fire after
a reported drone strike to near Sarepta railway station south of Volgograd City in Krasnoarmeysky
Raion.[27] A Russian source claimed that the drone strike caused a fire near an oil refinery.[28]
Volgograd Oblast Governor Andrei Bocharov claimed on March 15 that Russian forces downed drones
over southern Vologograd City and Kotovsky, Gorodishchensky, and Kalachevsky raions of Volgograd
Oblast.[29] Bocharov claimed that falling drone debris caused a fire in Krasnoarmeysky Raion.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky announced on March 15 that Ukraine has successfully
conducted a strike using the Ukrainian "Long Neptune" missile.[30] Zelensky noted that the missile
has a one-thousand-kilometer range. Open-source X (formerly Twitter) users speculated that
Ukrainian forces may have used a modified long-range Neptune missile to strike the Tuapse oil refinery
in Krasnodar Krai on the night of March 13 to 14.[31]

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach
to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

Russian forces continued limited ground attacks northeast of Kharkiv City near
Vovchansk on March 14 and 15 but did not make confirmed advances.[32]

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced into a forest belt on
the southwestern outskirts of Vovchansk.[33]
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Ukrainian Kharkiv Group of Forces Spokesperson Pavlo Shamshyn and a soldier in a Ukrainian
battalion operating in the Kharkiv direction reported that Russian forces are attempting to create
underground passages to support continued attacks in the Vovchansk direction.[34]

Assessed Control of Terrain in the Kharkiv Direction
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces continued limited offensive operations in the Kupyansk direction on
March 15 but did not make confirmed advances.

Unconfirmed claims: Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets reported that Ukrainian
forces recently pushed Russian forces from Fyholivka (northeast of Kupyansk).[35]
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Russian forces continued ground attacks northeast of Kupyansk near the international border near
Kamyanka and Krasne Pershe and east of Kupyansk near Petropavlivka on March 14 and 15.[36] A
Russian source claimed that Ukrainian forces counterattacked near Fyholivka.[37]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Borova direction on March 15 but
did not make confirmed advances.

Russian forces continued ground attacks northeast of Borova near Zahryzove, east of Borova near
Kopanky, and southeast of Borova near Novovodyane and Novoyehorivka on March 14 and 15.[38]

The commander of a Ukrainian assault battalion operating in the Borova direction reported that
Russian forces have resumed offensive operations in the Borova direction after a two-week (since about
March 1) lull due to significant personnel losses.[39] The commander stated that 20 to 25 Russian
personnel attack per day in the Borova direction.

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 752nd Motorized Rifle Regiment (3rd Motorized Rifle
Division, 20th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Moscow Military District [MMD]) and 16th Spetsnaz
Brigade (Russian General Staff's Main Directorate [GRU]) are reportedly operating in the Svatove (east
of Borova) direction.[40]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Lyman direction but did not make
confirmed advances.

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed that Russia forces advanced west of Balka Zhuravka
(formerly Nevske) and northwest of Novosadove (both northeast of Lyman).[41]

Russian forces attacked north of Lyman towards Nove; northeast of Lyman near Balka Zhuravka,
Yampolivka, and Ivanivka; and east of Lyman near Torske and the Serebryanske forest area on March
14 and 15.[42]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Siversk direction on March 15 but
did not advance.

Russian forces attacked north of Siversk near Dronivka; northeast of Siversk near Bilohorivka and
Hryhorivka; east of Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske; and southwest of Siversk near Ivano-Darivka on
March 14 and 15.[43]

Russian forces recently advanced in the Chasiv Yar direction.

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on March 10 indicates that Russian forces
recently advanced in northern Chasiv Yar.[44]
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Russian forces attacked near Chasiv Yar itself, northeast of Chasiv Yar near Orikhovo-Vasylivka, south
of Chasiv Yar near Stupochky, and southeast of Chasiv Yar near Kurdyumivka on March 14 and 15.[45]

Assessed Control of Terrain in Chasiv Yar
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Ukrainian forces recently advanced in the Toretsk direction.

Assessed Ukrainian advances: Geolocated footage published on March 14 indicates that Ukrainian
forces advanced along Mykhaila Hrushevskoho Street in northern Toretsk.[46]

Russian forces attacked near Toretsk itself, northeast of Toretsk near Dachne and Druzhba, and
southwest of Toretsk near Sukha Balka on March 14 and 15.[47] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn
Mashovets stated that Ukrainian forces counterattacked in the Toretsk direction.[48]
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A Russian milblogger claimed on March 14 that frontline Russian commanders in the Toretsk direction
are submitting false reports about premature Russian advances in the area.[49]

Order of Battle: Elements of the 102nd Motorized Rifle Regiment and 163rd Tank Regiment (both of
the 150th Motorized Rifle Division, 8th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District
[SMD]) are reportedly operating in Toretsk.[50]

Assessed Control of Terrain in Toretsk

March 15, 2025 at 1:30 PM EST

SO WA
," —————— AND
CRITICAL
y THREATS
Téretsk Mind £ o —
; s / i THE DR. JACK LONDON
. Mine No. 12 Fomykha Mine Wasteheap_ / ./ GEOSPATIAL FUND
Wasteheap Wasteheap__—---> {
o s S LA S
s ot PN / A
14 //‘ L, ! i
- ’,’\7\\ £ l\;} ll K,ymSke
e 4 < ,' ) Geolocated footage posted on
N 5 R March 14 indicates that Ukrainian
\ o ‘, _ _ - {forces advanced over buildings on
Mine No. 10 BN Mykhaila Hrushevskoho Street in
Wasteheap Y G northern Toretsk.
/Stadion =
P ¢ Avanhard. —#  College of Technology &
7' X N, / Management
g ’ S / (¢}
— Central@ Palace Of R
~\\‘&\~—.‘ e S @ School No.(9
AT & : (&) City Council
/ S \\\ Toretsk @City Central Hospital
......... \
=2 > /
\ |
H Tsentralna Mine@ &) Correctiopal
Colony No. 2
__________________ b Nakhalivka v
i Nova Mine
: ®Wasteheap
g /.

N
B

\,
\
(o)

2 Kilometers

Y

i 1 L 1 J
e

Map by George Barros, Kateryna Stepanenko, Daniel Mealie, Harrison Hurwitz,

Dertk Durbin, Benjamin Cordola, David Schulert, Julian Reich, and Carolyn Weinstein

©12025 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical Threats Project

Russian-controlled Ukrainian

) ~ =4 Assessed Russian Advances in ---- Claimed Ukrainian
Territory before 24 February 2022 e Ukraines 00000 owEw ' Counteroffensives

[ Assessed Russian-controlled ---5 Claimed Russian Control over Y Reported Ukrainian Partisan
Ukrainian Territory ===~ ' Ukrainian Territory SN Warfare

Russian forces recently advanced in the Pokrovsk direction.

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on March 14 indicates that Russian forces
advanced along Tsentralna Street in eastern Pishchane and along Lysohirska Street in western
Shevchenko (both south of Pokrovsk).[51]
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Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed on March 15 that Russian forces advanced south of
Yasenove (southwest of Pokrovsk) in an area up to 3.1 kilometers wide and 1.5 kilometers deep.[52]
Another Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces advanced in southern Shevchenko and
consolidated positions as Russian forces attempt to recapture the settlement.[53]

Russian forces continued attacking near Pokrovsk itself; northeast of Pokrovsk near Tarasivka; east of
Pokrovsk near Vodyane Druhe, Oleksandropil, Novotoretske, Yelyzavetivka, Svyrydonivka, and
Promin; southeast of Pokrovsk near Hrodivka and Lysivka; south of Pokrovsk near Shevchenko,
Pishchane, and Novopavlivka; west of Pokrovsk towards Serhiivka; and southwest of Pokrovsk near
Kotlyne, Udachne, Uspenivka, Kotlyarivka, Nadiivka, and Bohdanivka on March 14 and 15.[54] A
Russian milblogger claimed that fighting in the Pokrovsk direction is characterized by Ukrainian
counterattacks.[55]

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 506th Motorized Rifle Regiment (27th Motorized Rifle
Division, 2nd CAA, Central Military District [CMD]) are reportedly operating near Uspenivka and
elements of the "Vega" Spetsnaz Detachment (24th Guards Spetsnaz Brigade, Main Intelligence
Directorate of the Russian General Staff [GRU]) are reportedly operating in the Pokrovsk direction.[56]
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Kurakhove direction on March 15
but did not make any confirmed advances.

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed on March 15 that Russian forces advanced in an
area up to 4.5 kilometers wide and 1.5 kilometers deep west of Rozdolne (southwest of Kurakhove).[57]
Another Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced in an area up to 1.5 kilometers wide
and 500 meters deep near Rozlyv (southwest of Kurakhove).[58]

Russian forces attacked west of Kurakhove near Kostyantynopil and Andriivka and southwest of
Kurakhove near Rozlyv on March 14 and 15.[59] A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces
counterattacked near Kostyantynopil.[60]
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Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 14th Spetsnaz Brigade (GRU) are reportedly operating near
Kostyantynopil.[61]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Velyka Novosilka direction on
March 15 but did not make any confirmed advances.

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed on March 15 that Russian forces seized positions
on the outskirts of Vesele (northwest of Velyka Novosilka) and advanced in an area up to one kilometer
deep and two kilometers wide near Shevchenko (northwest of Velyka Novosilka).[62] Russian
milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced toward Otradne (north of Velyka Novosilka) and up
to Vesele and continue to advance along the Mokri Yaly River and south of the Vovcha River.[63]
Another Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced in an area up to 1.8 kilometers wide
and one kilometer deep west of Skudne (northwest of Velyka Novosilka).[64]

Russian forces attacked north of Velyka Novosilka near Dniproenerhiya; northwest of Velyka Novosilka
near Burlatske, Shevchenko, and Pryvilne; west of Velyka Novosilka near Vilne Pole; and southwest of
Velyka Novosilka near Novopil on March 14 and 15.[65] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian
forces counterattacked in the direction of Komar (north of Velyka Novosilka) and Vilne Pole and near
Burlatske, Dniproenerhiya, and Shevchenko.[66] Mashovets stated that Ukrainian forces
counterattacked near Pryvilne and Novosilka (west of Velyka Novosilka).[67]

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 60th Motorized Rifle Brigade (5th CAA, Eastern Military
District [EMD]) are reportedly operating near Vilne Pole.[68] Elements of the Russian 37th Motorized
Rifle Brigade (36th CAA, EMD) and 40th Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet) are reportedly operating
near Velyka Novosilka and Dniproenerhiya.[69]

Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Russian forces continued intensified ground attacks in western Zaporizhia Oblast on
March 15 but did not advance.

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced in the outskirts of
Shcherbaky and Maly Shcherbaky (northwest of Robotyne) and that elements of the Russian 247th
Airborne (VDV) Regiment (7th VDV Division) seized Pyatykhatky (west of Shcherbaky) and are
advancing towards Stepove (north of Pyatykhatky) and Kamyanske (northwest of Pyatykhatky).[70]

Russian forces attacked northwest of Robotyne near Stepove, Shcherbaky, and Pyatykhatky on March
14 and 15.[71]

15 Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2025



Assessed Control of Terrain in the Zaporizhia Direction

March 15, 2025 at 1:30 PM EST

T ISW

T * SHORY OPWER
\ e o —2
LR CRITICAL
< THREATS
. THE DR. JACK LONDON
e GEOSPATIAL FUND
1 = ik
vl - ,: 04
Zeperdiifn . JEu I VA TR RS Gy I T o B T Vo gy
Land emerging in the Zaporizhia
Kakhovka Reservoir due Oblast Lidbytske
to flooding downriver as
of 15 April 2024 Komyshuvakha
|
| Hryhorivka N
| =
1 Tavriiske Huliaipole
\ 9
! Omelnyk a
| A
! 4
1
\
|
Orikhiv
Mala
Tokmachka

* Vasylivka=~

"Map by (yeorje B(H‘l| o0s, Kateryna Stepanenko Damel Mealie) Hanr%iﬁ?)‘n Hum.)““‘/l"t;:‘f; '\\
Derik Durbm Beryamm Cordola, David.Schulert, JullmﬁRezch, andlCn\Z olyn Weinstein |
© 2025 Instmltefor the .Studjiof War and&lEIs Critical Threats Project
O Significant Fighting in the Past 24 ~ =4 Assessed Russian Advances in NN Reported Ukrainian Partisan
Hours === Ukraine SN Warfare

—

(72) Russian-controlled Ukrainian ~---- Claimed Russian Control over
Territory before 24 February 2022~ =~~~ " Ukrainian Territory

] Assessed Russian-controlled r---- Claimed Ukrainian
Ukrainian Territory ===~ ' Counteroffensives

—— Russian Field Fortifications

Russian forces continued attacks in the Kherson direction on March 15 but did not advance.[72]
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military

and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

See topline text.

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat

power without conducting general mobilization)
Nothing significant to report.

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective:
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

Introduce technological
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Nothing significant to report.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

ISW is not publishing coverage of activities in Russian-occupied areas today.

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks)

Nothing significant to report.

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.
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[1] https://t.me/motopatriot78/33526 ; https://t.me/RVvoenkor/87981 ; ;
https://t.me/voenkorKotenok/62877 ; https://t.me/RVvoenkor/88018 ;
https://t.me/yurasumy/21849 ; https://t.me/milinfolive/144117

[2] https://t.me/milinfolive/144117

[3] https://x.com/ZelenskyyUa/status/1900890757415817251 ; https://suspilne dot media/971421-
za-tizden-bude-se-odin-samit-na-pidtrimku-ukraini-zelenskij/ ; https://suspilne dot media/971427-
zelenskij-otocenna-ukrainskih-vijskovih-u-kurskij-oblasti-nemae-rf-hoce-otociti-ih-na-teritorii-
ukraini/ ; https://suspilne dot media/971447-zelenskij-pro-pripinnenna-vognu-najblizcimi-dnami-
bude-koordinacia-zi-ssa-sodo-nastupnih-krokiv/

[4] https://x.com/Tatarigami_ UA/status/1900592486709428713 ; https://t.me/ButusovPlus/18217
[5] https://t.me/creamy_caprice/8652; https://t.me/alkor_aero/125

[6] https://t.me/mod_russia/50134 ; https://t.me/rybar/68855 ; https://t.me/RVvoenkor/87981 ;
https://t.me/RVvoenkor/88018 ; https://t.me/boris_rozhin/157918

[7] https://t.me/boris_rozhin/157893 ; https://t.me/motopatriot78/33526 ;
https://t.me/yurasumy/21849 ; https://t.me/rusich_army/21701

[8] https://t.me/boris_rozhin/157893 ; https://t.me/dva_majors/66781 ;
https://t.me/yurasumy/21849

[9] https://t.me/yurasumy/21847 ; https://t.me/rusich_army/21701
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[10] https://t.me/motopatriot78/33526 ; https://t.me/dva_majors/66774 ;
https://t.me/voenkorKotenok/62877

[11] https://t.me/V_Zelenskiy_ official/13573
[12] https://t.me/akovalenko1989/8983

[13] https://t.me/akovalenko1989/8982 ; https://t.me/DPSUkr/25246 ; https://suspilne dot
media/sumy/970935-rosijska-drg-prorvalasa-na-sumsinu-ale-ih-vibili-so-vidomo/ ;
https://armyinform.com dot ua/2025/03/15/vorog-zoseredyvsya-na-zoni-kurskoyi-operacziyi-
zagrozy-nastupu-z-pivnochi-nemaye-otu-siversk/

[14] https://www.bbc.com/russian/articles/colixrnljdio; http://kremlin dot
ru/events/president/news/76459

[15] https://t.me/sledcom_press/19603; https://t.me/sledcom_press/19600;
https://t.me/sledcom_press/19589; https://t.me/sledcom_press/19604;
https://t.me/sledcom_press/19651

[16] https://t.me/basurin_e/17632; https://t.me/NgP_raZVedka/20837;
https://t.me/NgP_raZVedka/20838; https://t.me/NgP_raZVedka/20849 ;

https://t.me/voenkorKotenok/62857; https://t.me/rybar/68772; https://t.me/basurin_e/17546;;

[17] https://ria dot ru/20250201/rogov-1996816851.html; https://ria dot ru/20250214/rogov-
1999268279.html;  https://ria dot ru/20240822/rvio-1967786749.html;  https://ria  dot
ru/20240208/sud-1926191868.html; https://tass dot ru/obschestvo/22936489; https://tass dot
ru/politika/23136967; https://tass dot ru/obschestvo/22936581

[18] https://isw.pub/UkrWaro31425

[19] https://t.me/basurin_e/17632; https://t.me/NgP_raZVedka/20837;
https://t.me/NgP_raZVedka/20838; https://t.me/NgP_raZVedka/20849 ;
https://t.me/voenkorKotenok/62857; https://t.me/rybar/68772; https://t.me/basurin_e/17546;

[20] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
march-13-2025 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-
assessment-february-17-2025 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-
campaign-assessment-november-10-2024 ;
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-october-

7-2024 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
november-6-2024 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-
assessment-january-23-2025

[21] https://t.me/kpszsu/30658

[22]
https://www.facebook.com/Operational CommandSouth/posts/pfbido2YA5eETzxBAMhGFGdRENer
ZrAmtf4U6wPKWRke8Lseehx43Hq7GmsGnfLg2YRZSWyl ; https://t.me/bryzynskyi/2983;

https://suspilne dot media/chernihiv/971101-u-cernigovi-rosijskij-dron-vluciv-u-bagatopoverhovu-

19 Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2025



budivlu/ ; https://t.me/SJTF_Odes/12249
https://www.facebook. com/vasﬂgulyaev/ posts/pfbidotLhqzsuLobUzYxgRvHGFcjMxt2avGJ 2gX01STs
RAw2gqC4LQrmNY2D2TtJvneFdDUI;  https://suspilne dot media/odesa/971123-rf-atakuvala-
dronami-cornomorsk-postrazdala-odna-ludina/; https://t.me/odeskaODA/9038 ; https://suspilne
dot media/odesa/971081-unaslidok-dronovoi-ataki-rf-bez-svitla-lisilos-misto-na-odesini/ ;
https://suspilne dot media/sumy/971077-armia-rf-masovo-atakue-bezpilotnikami-kriticnu-
infrastrukturu-sum/; https://t.me/Sumy_news_ODA/34299

[23] https://t.me/dsns_telegram/39615

[24] https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-
12-2025; https://armyinform dot com.ua/2025/03/14/na-harkivshhyni-rosiyany-zavdaly-
podvijnogo-udaru-po-likarni/ ; https://t.me/synegubov/13457 ; https://t.me/synegubov/13459

[25] https://www.president.gov dot ua/documents/142025-rp-54129
[26] https://isw.pub/UkrWaro31125

[27] https://t.me/astrapress/76596

[28] https://t.me/breakingmash/62357

[29] https://t.me/rgn_34/8547
[30] https://t.me/V_Zelenskiy_ official /13573

[31] https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-14-
2025 ; https://x.com/visegrad24/status/1900898277471465797 ;
https://x.com/sumlenny/status/1900906423350874202

[32]
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/ptbido2V3i1aygHin8siquRX4ANhg4nw3gHXi1Sqwr
svoknP5HUZJZN2e5sJ8ZjLNqN7hEgMjl;
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbido2aCgbPoHJE6tdu89hW2W80SECghBdQcp
vDqcTD7rnyxThUkwmGN5kDQPF53vPLgEY];
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbidoAgJhugerCcgosg4W2HwJaNmPUhSEjoCA
Q4UVVegoPmLPztVHE4zfPWqwHydhyzGrl; https://t.me/otukharkiv/4922

[33] https://t.me/DnevnikDesantnika/25362

[34] https://armyinform.com dot ua/2025/03/14/pidzemni-komunikacziyi-dlya-nakopychennya-u-
vovchansku-protyvnyk-probuye-atakuvaty-z-pid-zemli/; https://armyinform.com dot
ua/2025/03/15/ryyut-tuneli-ta-kustarno-kopiyuyut-babu-yagu-u-vovchansku-rosiyany-vdayutsya-
do-innovaczij/

[35] https://t.me/zvizdecmanhustu/2622

[36]
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbido2V3i1aygHin8siquRX4ANh4nw3gHXi1Sqwr
svoknP5HUZJZN2e5sJ8ZjLNqN7hEgMjl; ;
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ta-ponovlyuye-shturmy/

[40] https://t.me/notes_veterans/22494
[41] https://t.me/z_arhiv/31131

[42]
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[44] https://x.com/Map_Hargoo/status/1900628022283165830;
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