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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 
 
Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces 
daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive 
monthly. 
 
Note: The data cutoff for this product was 12pm ET on May 14. ISW will cover 
subsequent reports in the May 15 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 
 
Important Note: ISW has reindexed its map layer for reported Ukrainian 
counteroffensives on May 12, 2023.  We removed reported Ukrainian counteroffensive 
coded before May 1, 2023, in order to delineate more clearly new Ukrainian territorial 
gains from gains secured in previous Ukrainian counteroffensives. ISW retained a few 
reported Ukrainian counteroffensives polygons from before May 1, 2023, specifically 
on the Dnipro River Delta south of Kherson Oblast, to preserve context in that complex 
area of operations. May 1, 2023, is an arbitrary date and does not mark the beginning 
or end of any assessed Ukrainian or Russian effort. ISW has reindexed its map layers 
before and similarly removed old reported Ukrainian counteroffensives around Kyiv, 
Zhytomyr, Chernihiv, and Sumy oblasts following the conclusion of the Battle of Kyiv 
in April 2022. 
 
Russian forces conducted another series of drone and missile strikes against Ukraine on 
the night of May 13 to 14. Ukrainian sources reported that Russian forces launched an unspecified 
number of drones of varying models at Ukraine and that Ukrainian forces destroyed 25, including 18 
Shahed 131/136s.1 The Ukrainian General Staff noted that Russian forces launched 23 Shahed-136/131 
drones in total.2 The Ukrainian General Staff also reported that Russian forces launched an unspecified 
number of Kalibr missiles from the Black Sea as well as an unspecified number of Kh-101/555/55 cruise 
missiles, and that Ukrainian forces shot down three Kh-101/555/55 missiles.3 Ukrainian sources 
reported that Russian forces struck civilian infrastructure in Ternopil and Mykolaiv cities as well as 
Kharkiv City and Zolochiv in Kharkiv Oblast with S-300 missiles.4 The Russian Ministry of Defense 
(MoD) claimed that Russian forces struck a Ukrainian ammunition depot in Khmelnytskyi City and 
Ukrainian military facilities and deployment areas near Ternopil and Petropavlivka, Dnipropetrovsk 
Oblast.5  
 
Increasingly regular series of Russian drone and missile strikes are likely a part of a new 
Russian air campaign in Ukraine aimed at degrading Ukrainian abilities to conduct 
counteroffensive offensive operations in the near term. Russian forces have conducted at least 
10 series of strikes throughout Ukraine, particularly in rear areas, since April 19.6 Russian forces have 
used significantly fewer high precision missiles in these latest series of strikes in comparison to their 
failed campaign against Ukrainian critical infrastructure from the fall of 2022 through the winter of 
2023. ISW previously assessed that Russian forces likely expended a significant proportion of their 
precision missiles in the previous air campaign, and the current Russian air campaign may be using far 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895
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fewer of these missiles in an effort to conserve the limited remaining stocks.7 Russian forces have 
instead relied heavily on launching large numbers of Iranian-made Shahed drones to overwhelm 
Ukrainian air defenses, although Ukrainian forces have been more effective in shooting down Russian 
precision systems than during the previous Russian air campaign.8 The new Russian air campaign 
appears to be focused on Kyiv and alleged Ukrainian military industrial and logistics facilities in deep 
rear areas. The more limited air campaign has so far been more regular than the previous wider Russian 
campaign against critical infrastructure, and ISW has previously assessed that Russian forces may be 
attempting to conduct almost daily series of strikes to portray themselves as successfully constraining 
potential upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operations.9 The alleged targets and limited nature of 
this campaign indicates that Russian forces are immediately concerned with current Ukrainian 
capabilities to launch counteroffensive operations, although the diminished effectiveness of these 
strikes are likely not significantly constraining Ukrainian capabilities writ large. 
 
Ukrainian forces continued counterattacking around Bakhmut on May 14. Ukrainian 
Deputy Defense Minister Hanna Malyar reported that Ukrainian forces captured over 10 Russian 
positions on the northern and southern outskirts of Bakhmut over the course of the day on May 14.10 
Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian troops attacked towards Berkhivka, Klishchiivka, and 
Kurdiumivka and took up new unspecified positions near the settlements and additionally advanced 
towards Yahidne from the direction of Bohdanivka.11 Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin 
claimed that Ukrainian forces did not conduct any attacks on the night of May 13 to 14, however.12 ISW 
has not observed visual confirmation of new Ukrainian positions around Bakhmut. Ukrainian Eastern 
Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Serhiy Cherevaty emphasized on May 14 that Ukraine’s main 
goal in Bakhmut is to destroy Russian concentration areas and encircle the city, not to conduct frontal 
assaults.13 Cherevaty noted that Ukrainian forces have recently advanced up to 300m in some areas, 
and Malyar reported that Ukrainian forces are advancing in two directions in the suburbs of Bakhmut.14   
 
The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) is attempting to distract from recent Ukrainian 
successes near Bakhmut by praising Russian defensive efforts against the Ukrainian 
counterattacks. The Russian MoD praised the defensive efforts of the Russian 4th Separate 
Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd Luhansk People’s Republic Army Corps) south of Ivanivske, 200th 
Separate Guards Motorized Rifle Brigade (14th Army Corps, Northern Fleet) east of Bohdanivka, and 
the 6th Guards Motorized Rifle Division (20th Guards Combined Arms Army, Western Military 
District) in an unspecified area on the Soledar-Bakhmut line.15 The Russian MoD claimed that Russian 
forces repelled all Ukrainian counterattacks and that the 4th Brigade Commander Colonel Vyacheslav 
Makarov and Deputy Commander for the likely 2nd Luhansk People’s Republic Army Corps of Political-
Military Work Colonel Yevgeny Brovko died while leading their respective defense efforts.16 The 
Russian MoD noted that it presented combat medals and state awards to defending Russian personnel 
at their combat positions, and later posted footage of Russian military leadership presenting over 120 
personnel with various awards, including “For Courage,” “For Military Distinction,” and “For Military 
Valor.”17 The Russian MoD likely seeks to assuage information space criticism of the MoD’s failure to 
acknowledge Ukrainian battlefield successes in a timely manner without actually acknowledging the 
degree of these successes, which is consistent with recent Kremlin guidance to not downplay Ukrainian 
military successes.18 The MoD also notably highlighted the efforts of its regular forces over those of 
irregular forces, including Wagner Group forces operating in Bakhmut. Wagner Group financier 
Yevgeny Prigozhin criticized reports on May 14 that Russian Airborne (VDV) forces are helping Wagner 
forces, instead claiming that VDV forces are failing to support Wagner’s offensive operations, defending 
captured positions, or recapturing positions recently lost to Ukrainian forces.19  
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Former Russian officer and ardent nationalist Igor Girkin’s newly formed “Club of Angry 
Patriots” is continuing efforts to expand its presence and influence public discourse. The 
Club of Angry Patriots announced on May 14 that it is forming regional branches and called on 
experienced politicians, public opinion leaders, and heads of Russian organizations to participate.20 
The Club of Angry Patriots also stated that it will hold a news conference in Moscow on an unspecified 
date in June, during which it will address how Russia can win the war in Ukraine.21 
 
Key Takeaways 

• Russian forces conducted another series of drone and missile strikes against 
Ukraine on the night of May 13 to 14. 

• Increasingly regular series of Russian drone and missile strikes are likely a part of 
a new Russian air campaign in Ukraine aimed at degrading Ukrainian abilities to 
conduct counteroffensive offensive operations in the near term. 

• Ukrainian forces continued counterattacking around Bakhmut on May 14. 

• The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) is attempting to distract from recent 
Ukrainian successes near Bakhmut by praising Russian defensive efforts against 
the Ukrainian counterattacks. 

• Former Russian officer and ardent nationalist Igor Girkin’s newly formed “Club of 
Angry Patriots” is continuing efforts to expand its presence and influence public 
discourse. 

• Russian forces conducted ground attacks northeast of Kupyansk and along the 
Kupyansk-Svatove line. 

• Russian forces have not made additional confirmed gains in or around Bakhmut 
and continued limited offensive operations on the Avdiivka-Donetsk City line. 

• Russian forces continued to fire on areas west of Hulyaipole in southern Ukraine. 

• Russian forces continue efforts to replenish manpower losses using prisoners. 

• Russian officials and occupation authorities continue to prepare for the September 
2023 elections in occupied territories. 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoTMay14%2C2023.png
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these Russian 
violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even 
though we do not describe them in these reports.  
 

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts) 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas  
 
Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 
 
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 
northern Donetsk Oblast) 
 
Russian forces conducted ground attacks northeast of Kupyansk and along the Kupyansk-Svatove line 
on May 14. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful offensive 
operations near Masyutivka (12km northeast of Kupyansk), Synkivka (8km northeast of Kupyansk), 
Novoselivske (14km northwest of Svatove), and on the eastern outskirts of Stelmakhivka (15km 
northwest of Svatove).22 A prominent Russian milblogger claimed that Russian and Ukrainian forces 
continue “sluggish” fighting between Novoselivske and Kuzemivka (13km northwest of Svatove), and 
that elements of the Russian 1st Guards Tank Army (Western Military District) have established first 
lines of defense along the eastern side of the rail line near Novoselivske.23 The milblogger claimed that 
Russian forces withdrew from Novoselivske on an unspecified date because the settlement is destroyed 
and not worth defending, and emphasized that Russian forces still control Kuzemivka. 
 
Russian and Ukrainian sources did not report any Russian ground attacks near Kreminna on May 14. 
Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov, citing a Chechen Akhmat Spetsnaz commander, denied 
reports that Ukrainian forces broke through Russian defensive lines near Kreminna but acknowledged 
that Ukrainian forces may be conducting sabotage and reconnaissance in the area.24 ISW has not 
observed claims or confirmation of significant Ukrainian offensive activity near Kreminna. 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20May%2014%2C2023.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian Objective: Capture the 
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 
 
Russian forces have not made additional confirmed gains in or around Bakhmut as of May 14. The 
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful offensive operations 
within Bakhmut itself; within 9km northwest of Bakhmut near Hryhorivka, Bohdanivka, and 
Khromove; and within 14km southwest of Bakhmut near Bila Hora and Predtechyne.25 Wagner Group 
financier Yevgeny Prigozhin claimed on May 13 that Wagner fighters advanced up to 500m in Bakhmut 
and that Ukrainian forces currently control 1.78 square kilometers of the city.26 A Russian milblogger 
claimed that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful ground attacks near Orikhovo-Vasylivka (11km 
northwest of Bakhmut).27 
 
Russian forces continued limited offensive operations along the Avdiivka-Donetsk front on May 14. The 
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled numerous Russian assaults near 
Marinka (27km southwest of Avdiivka).28 Russian Southern Grouping of Forces (Southern Military 
District) Spokesperson Vadim Astafyev claimed that Russian forces prevented Ukrainian forces from 
conducting reconnaissance-in-force operations near Marinka.29 A Russian milblogger claimed that 
there are ongoing battles near Novobakhmutivka (13km northeast of Avdiivka) and Kruta Balka (4km 
northeast of Avdiivka) but that the frontline remains unchanged along the Avdiivka-Donetsk front.30 
 
Russian forces did not conduct any confirmed ground attacks in western Donetsk Oblast on May 14.31 
The Russian Eastern Grouping of Forces (Eastern Military District) Spokesperson Alexander Gordeev 
claimed that Russian forces thwarted an attempted Ukrainian reconnaissance-in-force operation in an 
unspecified area of western Donetsk Oblast.32 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20May%2014%2C2023.png
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Bakhmut%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20May%2014%2C2023.png
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 
 
Russian forces continued to fire on areas west of Hulyaipole in southern Ukraine on May 14.33 
Ukrainian Southern Forces Joint Press Center Head Nataliya Humenyuk stated that Russian forces are 
trying to use sea missile carriers, kamikaze drones, and reconnaissance drones to distract Ukrainian air 
defenses.34 Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command reported that Russian forces struck Kizomys and 
Stanislav, Kherson Oblast with four guided aerial bombs and targeted the Chornobaivka and Tokarivka 
areas with four loitering munitions.35 The Southern Operational Command also reported that Russian 
shelling damaged critical infrastructure in Ochakiv Hromada.36 Zaporizhia Oblast occupation deputy 
Vladimir Rogov posted footage on May 13 of the Russian 127th Motorized Rifle Division (5th Combined 
Arms Army, Eastern Military District) firing incendiary munitions at the Hulyaipole area.37 The Russian 
Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on May 14 that Russian forces struck a Ukrainian ammunition 
depot near Mykolaiv City.38 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20May%2014%2C2023.png
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20May%2014%2C2023.png
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Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 
power without conducting general mobilization)  
 
Russian forces continue efforts to replenish manpower losses using prisoners. The Ukrainian General 
Staff reported on May 14 that 200 prisoners arrived at a training camp in Rohove, occupied Luhansk 
Oblast for a four-week military training course and that an additional 50 recruits will likely arrive by 
the end of May.39 The Ukrainian General Staff additionally reported that 800 prisoners are training in 
Mozhnyakivka, Luhansk Oblast, and that 400 convicts are training with the Wagner Group in 
Novopetrivka, Zaporizhia Oblast.40 Ongoing prison recruitment efforts are part of a wider campaign of 
crypto mobilization that avoids the need to conduct general mobilization, as ISW has previously 
assessed.41  
 
Several Russian sources continue to claim that the Wagner Group is successfully continuing 
recruitment and maintaining a positive reputation despite its challenges in Bakhmut. Wagner Group 
financier Yevgeny Prigozhin claimed on May 14 that the number of those wishing to join Wagner is 
increasing because Wagner ensures that all of its soldiers are protected and cared for.42 A Russian 
milblogger claimed that Wagner has already successfully trained nearly 10,000 volunteers for ”people’s 
militias” in Kursk and Belgorod oblasts.43 A Russian opposition source additionally amplified a video 
appeal posted by mobilized personnel from Ulyanovsk Oblast where they ask to be transferred from the 
Russian army to Wagner because they want to fight and not be ”abandoned like kittens” by their 
leadership.44 Wagner’s information campaign to portray itself as an effective and empathetic force is at 
odds with ubiquitous reports of Wagner’s brutality towards its own.45  
 
The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) continues measures to integrate the forces of the Donetsk 
People’s Republic (DNR) into the Russian military. The Ukrainian General Staff reported on MAY 14 
that the Russian MoD issued an order to an unspecified DNR brigade to replace its DNR military tickets 
with formal Russian tickets and to re-sign service contracts with the Russian armed forces for a two-
year minimum.46 The Ukrainian General Staff noted that the Russian MoD is threatening to send DNR 
forces who refuse to receive Russia military tickets or re-sign contracts with deployment to the most 
dangerous sectors of the front.47  
 
Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian civilians into Russian 
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 
 
Russian officials and occupation authorities continue to prepare for regional elections in occupied 
territories, which are set for September 2023. Chairman of the Russian Central Election Commission 
Ella Pamfilova met with Russian occupation authorities on May 14 to discuss preparations for the 
upcoming elections, including creating conditions for fair and safe voting for all residents of occupied 
territories.48 Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) head Denis Pushilin stated on May 14 that the Russian 
Central Election Commission has started preparing the electoral systems and that recruitment to form 
615 precinct commissions is ongoing in occupied Donetsk Oblast.49  
 
Significant activity in Belarus (ISW assesses that a Russian or Belarusian attack into 
northern Ukraine in early 2023 is extraordinarily unlikely and has thus restructured this 
section of the update. It will no longer include counter-indicators for such an offensive.) 
 
ISW will continue to report daily observed Russian and Belarusian military activity in 
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Belarus, but these are not indicators that Russian and Belarusian forces are preparing 
for an imminent attack on Ukraine from Belarus. ISW will revise this text and its 
assessment if it observes any unambiguous indicators that Russia or Belarus is 
preparing to attack northern Ukraine. 
 
The Belarusian Ministry of Defense reported on May 14 that Belarusian forces are continuing combat 
readiness checks and combat training.50  
 
Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 
in the endnotes of each update.  
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