I S ~ V Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment

INSTITUTE FOR THE

Davit Gasparyan, Christina Harward, Nicole Wolkov Kateryna Stepanenko,
Nate Trotter, William Runkel, and Fredrick W. Kagan

October 30, 2024, 6:40pm ET

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 11:30am ET on October 30. ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the October 31 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

Western intelligence officials reportedly stated that North Korean troops are in an
unspecified area in occupied Ukraine. CNN, citing two unspecified Western intelligence officials,
reported on October 30 that a small number of North Korean personnel are in occupied Ukraine but
did not specify their location — the first such confirmation from Western sources.[1] The intelligence
officials stated that they expect the number of North Korean personnel in Ukraine to grow as they
complete training in Russia. Ukrainian and South Korean officials reported in early October 2024 the
presence of a limited number of North Korean personnel in occupied Donetsk City, mainly engineering
personnel, who were likely repairing or somehow improving the quality of a large amount of low-quality
ammunition that North Korea provided to the Russian military.[2] The reports from Western
intelligence officials could refer to the same group of North Korean personnel or similar specialists
conducting engineering work in occupied Ukraine. Financial Times reported on October 30 that senior
unspecified Ukrainian intelligence officials have stated that Russian authorities transferred about
3,000 North Korean personnel to western Kursk Oblast from other areas in Russia in civilian vehicles
and that the group consisted of a few hundred special forces servicemembers and regular troops.[3]
North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui visited Russia on October 29 but did not specify the
purpose of the visit.[4] AP, citing South Korean intelligence, reported on October 29 that Choe might
have visited Russia to discuss the deployment of additional North Korean troops to Russia. Russian
Foreign ministry Spokesperson Maria Zakharova claimed that the arrival of the North Korean foreign
minister was pre-planned, in line with Russia—North Korea cooperation.[5]

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky highlighted enhanced Ukraine—South Korea
cooperation amid since-retracted reports that South Korea would consider providing
direct military assistance to Ukraine. Zelensky reported on October 29 that he had discussed
enhanced intelligence cooperation with South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in order to develop an
action plan and propose a set of countermeasures in response to Russian and North Korean escalation
of the war.[6] Zelensky announced that the two countries will soon exchange delegations to coordinate
their actions and that they will involve common partners in their proposed intelligence cooperation.
South Korean news outlet The Dong-A Ilbo reported on October 30 that the South Korean government
was considering providing 155mm artillery shells directly to Ukraine, but the South Korean presidential
office denied these reports, stating that Ukrainian officials have not requested such assistance.[7]
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The Kremlin is reportedly struggling to prepare for the September 2026 Russian State
Duma elections campaign due to uncertainty about the course of the war in the Ukraine,
suggesting that the Kremlin is not confident that Russia will be able to win the war over
the next two years. Russian opposition outlet Meduza reported on October 30 that Presidential
Administration First Deputy Head Sergei Kiriyenko has not started to plan the "contours" of the 2026
Duma elections even though the Kremlin usually does so two years in advance of the elections.[8] A
source close to the Presidential Administration told Meduza that the Duma elections’ policy framing
depends on whether the war in Ukraine will continue in 2026. Meduza reported that a source within
United Russia's leadership stated that it is unclear if United Russia's 2026 campaign should feature
military personnel or a person who "symbolizes a return to peaceful life," such as Prime Minister
Mikhail Mishustin. A political strategist who works with the Kremlin and several regional governments
reportedly stated that if the war continues during the 2026 election campaign season, then the Kremlin
will need "a force that leans on ultra-patriotism," such as an entirely new political party or a "slightly
updated" A Just Russia party. The source stated that if the war ends, then the Kremlin will need
"moderate forces." A Just Russia notably held a congress on October 26 and announced that its new
political course will be "patriotic socialism," which the party described as necessary during Russia's war
in Ukraine and "firmly based on the great achievements of Russian civilization and the most important
condition for [Russia's] further development."[9]

The Kremlin simultaneously continues to militarize various levels of Russian
government, likely in preparation for long-term war efforts in Ukraine and
confrontation against NATO despite the reported lack of preparation for the Duma
elections. The "Time of Heroes" program, which Kiriyenko oversees, aims to place Russian veterans
of the war in Ukraine in local, regional, and federal government positions; and ISW assesses that this
program is part of Kremlin efforts to militarize Russian society and government.[10] The Kremlin has
also pursued multiple efforts aimed at preparing Russian society and military for a potential large-scale
conflict with NATO.[11] Although Meduza's reporting suggests the Kremlin may be willing to focus the
2026 Duma campaign on a return to peacetime should the war end by that time, the Kremlin likely
views this as a short-term effort within an electoral body that wields little independent influence in the
overall Russian political sphere. The "Time of Heroes" program is likely a better indicator of Russia's
long-term trajectory under the current regime.

The US Treasury and State departments sanctioned nearly 400 entities and individuals
from over a dozen countries on October 30 in one of the largest concerted efforts to
address Russian sanctions evasions via third parties to date.[12] The sanctions targeted
dozens of People’s Republic of China (PRC)—, Hong Kong—, and India-based companies while also
impacting targets in Russia, the United Arab Emirates, Turkey, Thailand, Malaysia, Switzerland, among
other countries. Russia has extensively used bilateral relations and devised mechanisms with countries,
entities, and individuals to evade Western and international sanctions to support its war effort in
Ukraine.[13]

Key Takeaways:

o Western intelligence officials reportedly stated that North Korean troops are in an
unspecified area in occupied Ukraine.

2 Institute for the Study of War and AET’s Critical Threats Project 2024



Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky highlighted enhanced Ukraine-South
Korea cooperation amid since-retracted reports that South Korea would consider
providing direct military assistance to Ukraine.

The Kremlin is reportedly struggling to prepare for the September 2026 Russian
State Duma elections campaign due to uncertainty about the course of the war in
the Ukraine, suggesting that the Kremlin is not confident that Russia will be able
to win the war over the next two years.

The Kremlin simultaneously continues to militarize various levels of Russian
government, likely in preparation for long-term war efforts in Ukraine and
confrontation against NATO despite the reported lack of preparation for the Duma
elections.

The US Treasury and State departments sanctioned nearly 400 entities and
individuals from over a dozen countries on October 30 in one of the largest
concerted efforts to address Russian sanctions evasions via third parties to date.

Ukrainian forces recently regained positions near Pokrovsk.

Russian forces recently advanced in Kursk Oblast and near Kreminna, Chasiv Yar,
Pokrovsk, and Kurakhove.

Russian occupation authorities continue to advertise Russian military service to
civilians in occupied Ukraine.
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

o Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation
o Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border
with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
o Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

e Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign

o Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

o Russian Technological Adaptations

o Activities in Russian-occupied areas

 Significant Activity in Belarus

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

Russian forces recently advanced in the main Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast amid continued fighting
in the area on October 30. Geolocated footage published on October 29 indicates that Russian forces
recently advanced in central Novoivanovka (southeast of Korenevo).[14] Russian sources, including the
Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD), claimed that Ukrainian forces counterattacked southeast of
Korenevo near Darino, Nizhny Klin, Nikolayevo-Darino, Novoivanovka, and Tolsty Lug and southeast
of Sudzha near Plekhovo.[15] Russian milbloggers claimed that large parts of Novoivanovka are
contested "gray zones" and that Russian forces pushed Ukrainian forces out of Martynovka (northeast
of Sudzha).[16] ISW has not observed confirmation of this claimed Russian advance, however. A
Russian source claimed that Russian forces entered Plekhovo, but later stated that Russian military
sources in the area reported that Russian forces are unable to gain a foothold in the area.[17] The
spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade operating in Kursk Oblast reported on October 29 that Russian
forces have switched to using motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), and trucks following Ukrainian
strikes against Russian heavy equipment.[18] The spokesperson stated that elements of the Russian
155th Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet, Eastern Military District [EMD]) are operating in Kursk
Oblast but are less combat effective following their defeat in Vuhledar in Winter 2022-2023 and are
supplementing their previously "elite" forces with convict recruits. The spokesperson reported that

5 Institute for the Study of War and AET’s Critical Threats Project 2024



elements of the 810th Naval Infantry Brigade (Black Sea Fleet, Southern Military District [SMD]) and
56th VDV Regiment (7th VDV Division) are also operating in Kursk Oblast. Elements of the Russian
137th Airborne (VDV) Regiment (106th VDV Division) are reportedly operating near Zeleny Shlyakh
(southeast of Korenevo).[19]

Neither Russian nor Ukrainian sources reported fighting in Glushkovsky Raion west of the main
Ukrainian salient on October 30. Elements of the 106th VDV Division are reportedly operating in
Glushkovsky Raion.[20]
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Ukrainian Incursion into Kursk Oblast
as of October 30, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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Note: The Claimed Limit of Ukrainian Advances layer depicts territory that Russian sources claim are Ukrainian-occupied
when there is no observed contradictory evidence that could disprove the Russian claims.
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Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov claimed on October 29 that the drone strike against the
Russian Spetsnaz University in Gudermes, Chechnya killed Ukrainian prisoners of war (POWs) whom
Russian forces were holding at the facility and blamed Ukraine for the strike.[21] ISW has not observed
any independent information confirming Kadyrov's claim. Kadyrov did not blame Ukraine when he
made his initial claims about the strike earlier on October 29.[22]

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach
to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

Russian forces continued limited offensive operations north of Kharkiv City near Lyptsi and northeast
of Kharkiv City near Vovchansk on October 29 and 30 but did not advance.[23]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces recently advanced east of Kupyansk and west of Kreminna amid continued offensive
operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October 30. Geolocated footage published
on October 30 indicates that Russian forces recently advanced south of Stepova Novoselivka (east of
Kupyansk) and north of Terny (west of Kreminna).[24] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed
on October 30 that elements of the Russian 1st Tank Regiment and 15th Motorized Rifle Regiment (both
of the 2nd Motorized Rifle Division, 1st Guards Tank Army [GTA], Moscow Military District [MMD])
seized Kruhlyakivka (south of Kupyansk).[25] Kharkiv Oblast occupation head Vitaly Ganchev claimed
that the Russian seizure of Kruhlyakivka will sever an unspecified Ukrainian ground line of
communication (GLOC) and prevent Ukrainian forces from accessing the east (right) bank of the Oskil
River.[26] ISW has not observed visual evidence confirming that Russian forces seized Kruhlyakivka.
Russian milbloggers made unconfirmed claims that Russian forces advanced southwest of Berestove,
east of Lozova (both southeast of Kupyansk), north and south of Nevske, north of Novosadove (both
northwest of Kreminna), and north of Terny (west of Kreminna).[27] ISW has not observed
confirmation of these claims, however. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces
continued offensive operations north of Kupyansk near Holubivka; northeast of Kupyansk near
Synkivka and Pershotravneve; southeast of Kupyansk near Kolisnykivka, Bohuslavka, Kruhlyakivka,
Lozova, Stepova Novoselivka, Pishchane, Zahryzove, Vyshneve, Berestove, Zelenyi Hai,
Cherneshchyna, and Novoosynove; west of Svatove near Stelmakhivka; southwest of Svatove near
Druzhelyubivka and Hrekivka; northwest of Kreminna near Katerynivka, Novomykhailivka, and
Nevske; west of Kreminna near Terny, Zarichne, Yampolivka, and Torske; and south of Kreminna near
Serebryanka.[28] Assault elements of the Russian 144th Motorized Rifle Division (20th Combined
Arms Army [CAA], MMD) are reportedly operating near Terny.[29]

A Ukrainian battalion commander operating near Kupyansk stated on October 30 that Russian forces
are conducting mechanized assaults with armored vehicles and highly maneuverable two-wheeled
vehicles, such as motorcycles.[30] A Ukrainian source reported on October 30 that Russian forces in
the Kupyansk direction suffered over 4,000 casualties and lost over 150 pieces of equipment in the past
six months.[31] The Ukrainian source stated that Ukrainian defenses near the Oskil River are
preventing Russian forces from crossing the river from the east (left) bank.
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Siversk direction on October 29 and 30 but did
not advance. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces attacked northeast of Siversk
near Bilohorivka; east of Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske; southeast of Siversk near Ivano-Darivka,
and south of Siversk near Zvanivka.[32]
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Russian forces recently advanced southeast of Chasiv Yar amid continued offensive operations on
October 29 and 30. Geolocated footage published on October 29 shows that reportedly elements of the
Russian “Akhmat” Spetsnaz group of the 2nd Motorized Rifle Territorial Defense Battalion (4th
Motorized Rifle Brigade, 3rd Combined Arms Army [CAA], formerly 2nd Luhansk People’s Republic’s
Army Corps [LNR AC], Southern Military District [SMD]) recently advanced along the Tos504
Bakhmut-Kostyantynivka highway southeast of Chasiv Yar.[33] Ukrainian Luhansk Group of Forces
Spokesperson Major Anastasiya Bobovnikova reported that Russian forces continued to launch attacks
across the Siverskyi-Donets Donbas Canal with small infantry groups of two to three personnel but that
they are unable to secure positions across the canal due to Ukrainian artillery and drone strikes.[34]
Russian forces continued to attack south of Chasiv Yar near Stupochky on October 29 and 30.[35]
Elements of the Russian 98th Airborne (VDV) Division reportedly continued operating in the Chasiv
Yar direction, and elements of the 4th Motorized Rifle Brigade (3rd Army Corps [AC]) and 1008th
Motorized Rifle Regiment (6th Motorized Rifle Division, 3rd AC) are reportedly operating south of
Chasiv Yar.[36]
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Toretsk direction on October 29 and 30 but did
not advance. Russian forces reportedly continued to attack in Toretsk and west of Toretsk near
Shcherbynivka.[37] Elements of the Russian "Somali" Battalion of the gth Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st
CAA, formerly 1st Donetsk People’s Republic’s [DNR] AC, SMD]) and “Sparta" Separate
Reconnaissance Battalion (51st CAA) are reportedly operating in the Toretsk direction.[38]
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Russian and Ukrainian forces recently advanced in the Pokrovsk direction amid continued offensive
operations in the area on October 30. Geolocated footage published on October 30 indicates that
Ukrainian forces regained positions northeast of Novohrodivka (southeast of Pokrovsk) that Russian
forces seized on a prior, unspecified date.[39] Additional geolocated footage published on October 30
indicates that Russian forces recently advanced southeast of Promin (east of Pokrovsk).[40] Geolocated
footage published on October 29 indicates that Russian forces advanced within and northwest of
Selydove (southeast of Pokrovsk), and Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets stated on
October 30 that Russian forces seized the settlement.[41] A Ukrainian deputy platoon commander
operating in the Pokrovsk direction stated on October 30 that Ukrainian forces recently successfully
repelled Russian attacks near Novooleksandrivka and Vozdvyzhenka (both east of Pokrovsk) and are
forcing the Russian units in the area to redirect ground attacks to another unspecified direction, likely
in the area southeast of Pokrovsk.[42] Russian forces continued attacking east of Pokrovsk near
Myrnohrad, Promin, and Myrolyubivka; and southeast of Pokrovsk near Sukhyi Yar, Novohrodivka,
Lysivka, Krutyi Yar, Selydove, and Vyshneve on October 29 and 30.[43] Mashovets stated that the
Russian military has concentrated the main forces of the 2nd CAA and almost the entire 41st CAA
(Central Military District [CMD]) along the Novohrodivka-Lozuvatske line (southeast and east of
Pokrovsk).[44] Mashovets also reported that elements of the Russian 27th Motorized Rifle Division
(2nd CAA, CMD) and 9oth Tank Division (41st CAA, CMD) are operating near Selydove and in the
Vyshneve-Hryhorivka and Novohrodivka-Lysivka areas (both southeast of Pokrovsk).[45] Mashovets
stated that the Russian military recently transferred elements of the Russian 61st Naval Infantry
Brigade (Leningrad Military District [LMD], formerly Northern Fleet), to the Pokrovsk direction from
the Kherson direction.[46] ISW last observed reports in mid-September 2024 that elements of the 61st
Naval Infantry Brigade were operating in the Kherson direction.[47]

15 Institute for the Study of War and AET’s Critical Threats Project 2024



Assessed Control of Terrain East of Pokrovsk

as of October 30, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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Russian forces recently advanced in the Kurakhove direction amid continued offensive operations in
the area on October 30. Geolocated footage published on October 30 indicates that Russian forces
recently advanced southwest of Hirnyk (northeast of Kurakhove) and in the area of the Kurakhivka
Central Processing Plant west of Kurakhivka (northeast of Kurakhove).[48] Additional geolocated
footage published on October 29 showing Ukrainian forces repelling a Russian reinforced platoon-sized
mechanized assault indicates that Russian forces recently advanced to eastern Kurakhove.[49] A
Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces seized Kurakhivka, although ISW has not observed
visual evidence of this claim.[50] Russian forces continued attacking northwest of Kurakhove near
Novodmytrivka; north of Kurakhove near Novoselydivka, Illinka, and Berestky; northeast of Kurakhove
near Kurakhivka and Hostre; and west of Kurakhove near Maksymilyanivka on October 29 and 30.[51]
Mashovets stated that elements of the Russian 5th, 110th, and 114th motorized rifle brigades (51st CAA,
formerly 1st DNR AC), 9oth Tank Division (41st CAA, CMD), and 150th Motorized Rifle Division (8th
CAA, SMD) are operating near Kurakhivka and the Kurakhivske Reservoir (north of Kurakhove).[52]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Vuhledar area on October 30 but did not make
any confirmed advances. A Russian milblogger claimed that elements of the Russian 5th Tank Brigade
seized Yasna Polyana (northwest of Vuhledar).[53] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces
advanced northwest of Vuhledar near Bohoyavlenka, Novoukrainka, and Shakhtarske.[54] ISW has not
observed visual evidence of these claims, however. Russian forces continued attacking northeast of
Vuhledar near Antonivka, Katerynivka, and Dalne; and northwest of Vuhledar near Bohoyavlenka,
Yasna Polyana, and Shakhtarske on October 29 and 30.[55]

Russian forces reportedly recently advanced in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area. Ukrainian
Southern Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Vladyslav Voloshyn reported on October 29 that
Russian forces recently marginally advanced near Levadne (southwest of Velyka Novosilka) after
"constant” Russian assaults.[56]
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A commander of a Ukrainian battalion operating in the Donetsk direction reported that Ukrainian
forces struck a Russian TOR-M1 air defense system on October 30 in unspecified area of Donetsk Oblast
using Switchblade 600 loitering munition systems.[57]

Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Russian sources claimed on October 29 and 30 that fighting continued near Robotyne.[58] A
spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Zaporizhia Oblast reported on October 29 that
Russian forces began using first person view drones with fiber optic wires stretching up to 10 kilometers
in length against Ukrainian forces in the Zaporizhia direction.[59] The spokesperson added that these
drones are reportedly immune to Ukrainian electronic warfare (EW) systems and that Ukrainian
personnel had to shoot down these drones with small arms. The spokesperson observed that these
drones are susceptible to air defense systems, have greatly limited ranges, and are ineffective in dense
urban settings. Elements of the Russian 1430th Motorized Rifle Regiment (58th Combined Arms Army
[CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) and the BARS-11 “Kuban” detachment (Russian Combat
Army Reserve) are reportedly operating in the Zaporizhia direction; and elements of the 7th Airborne
(VDV) Division are operating in the Orikhiv direction.[60]
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The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces continued ground attacks in the Dnipro
direction, likely referring to east (left) bank Kherson Oblast and the islands of the Dnipro River Delta,
on October 29 and 30. [61] Elements of the Russian 28th Motorized Rifle Regiment (70th Motorized
Rifle Division, 18th CAA, SMD) and the BARS-33 Detachment reportedly continue to operate in the
Kherson direction.[62]
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Ukrainian Southern Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Vladyslav Voloshyn reported on October
29 that there are around 200,000 Russian troops in southern Ukraine and occupied Crimea.[63]
Voloshyn stated that Russian forces have not created large offensive groupings in the southern direction
but are creating additional small assault groups to conduct limited infantry attacks.

Geolocated footage published on October 30 indicates that a Ukrainian cluster munitions ATACMS
strike damaged a Russian S-300/S-400 air defense system near Rusakivka, occupied Crimea on the
night of October 27 and 28.[64]

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces conducted another series of drone and missile strikes against Ukraine on the night of
October 29 and 30. The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched one missile of
unknown model from Belgorod Oblast towards Sumy Oblast and 62 drones (including Shaheds and
unspecified drone models) from Oryol Oblast and Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai Oblast.[65] The
Ukrainian Air Force reported that Ukrainian forces shot down 33 drones over Kyiv, Cherkasy,
Khmelnytskyi, Kharkiv, Zaporizhia, Donetsk, Dnipropetrovsk, Sumy, Chernihiv, and Poltava oblasts,
and that 25 drones were "locally lost," likely due to electronic warfare (EW) interference.[66] Kremlin
newswire TASS, citing a Russian milblogger, claimed that Russian forces struck the Ukrainian General
Staff building in Kyiv City, and Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov claimed that the Russian
strike was retaliation for the October 29 Ukrainian drone strike on the Spetsnaz University building in
Chechnya.[67] ISW cannot confirm the veracity of these claims. Ukrainian regional authorities reported
that Russian drone strikes damaged a kindergarten and residential building in Solomyanskyi Raion,
Kyiv City; civilian infrastructure and private homes in Bohodukhivskyi Raion, Kharkiv Oblast; and a
TV tower in Lozivskyi Raion, Kharkiv Oblast.[68] A Russian milblogger claimed on October 30 that
Russian forces launched Shahed drone strikes against Ukrainian troops and equipment in Druzhkivka
and Serhiivka, Donetsk Oblast.[69]

The German-based Kiel Institute published a report in September 2024, which assessed that Ukrainian
air defenses had a 30 percent interception rate against Russian missiles and a 66 percent interception
rate against Russian drones.[70] The report specified that Ukrainian air defenses had interception rates
of 50 percent against Kalibr cruise missiles, 22 precent against Kh-59s and Kh-69 cruise missiles, four
percent against Iskander ballistic missiles, and less than one percent against Kh-22 anti-ship missiles.
The report estimated that Russian forces are using more than 1,000 glide bombs per month.

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

Russian occupation authorities continue to advertise Russian military service to civilians in occupied
Ukraine. The Kherson Oblast occupation administration offered on October 30 a one-time payment of
800,000 rubles (about $8,200) and a 210,000-ruble (about $2,400) minimum monthly salary to
individuals who sign contracts with the Russian military.[71] The Kherson Oblast occupation
administration advertised that individuals who sign military contracts will receive combat veteran
status, which would entitle them to social and economic benefits.
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Russian milbloggers continue to voice concerns about the deployment of drone specialists in assault
operations, blaming local leadership in occupied Donetsk while deflecting accountability from the
Russian military command. A Russian milblogger complained on October 30 that the practice of
sending specialists on assaults is a “Donetsk issue” whereby local elites act against Moscow's intentions
in an effort to prevent federal authorities from intervening.[72] The milblogger called for the Russian
military to implement "massive" systemic repressions and to "cleanse "the Russian military structure
of "mafias." These complaints have emerged in the wake of a scandal involving drone operators in
occupied Donetsk Oblast, who were killed in combat after they criticized their commander, who then
disbanded their specialized drone unit.[73]

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

Nothing significant to report.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

ISW is not publishing reporting on activities in Russian-occupied areas today.

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)

Belarusian Security Council Deputy State Secretary Alexander Neverovsky stated on October 30 that
the Supreme State Council of the Union State may discuss the Union State's new security concept at its
next meeting on December 5.[74]

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.
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