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subsequent reports in the September 13 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

Russian forces continued counterattacking throughout the Ukrainian salient in Kursk
Oblast on September 12 but made only marginal gains, likely due to continued Ukrainian
offensive operations and defensive counterattacks in the area. Geolocated footage published
on September 12 indicates that Russian forces made marginal advances west of Vishnevka (southwest
of Korenevo) and in northern Krasnooktyabrskoye (southwest of Korenevo).[1] The Russian Ministry
of Defense (MoD) claimed that Russian forces have recaptured 10 settlements south and southwest of
Korenevo since starting counterattacks on the night of September 10 to 11, including Apanasovka,
Byakhovo, Vishnevka, Viktorovka, Vnezapnoye, Gordeevka, Krasnooktyabrskoye, Obukhovka, Snagost,
and 10-y Oktyabr.[2] All of these settlements are within the existing claimed limit of Russian advances,
and ISW has yet to observe visual confirmation that Russian forces have recaptured any of these
settlements except parts of Snagost and Krasnooktyabrskoye. Russian milbloggers claimed that
Russian forces continued advancing southeast of Korenevo and northeast of Snagost (southwest of
Korenevo), although ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these claims.[3] Ukrainian forces
continued counterattacking in areas where Russian forces have launched counterattacks and launched
additional attacks outside of the salient, making gains in Glushkovsky Raion (west of Korenevsky
Raion). Geolocated footage published September 12 indicates that Ukrainian infantry have advanced
across the border and into southwestern Tetkino (about 40km southwest of the current Ukrainian
salient in Kursk Oblast).[4] Additional geolocated footage published on September 12 shows Ukrainian
armored vehicles and infantry bypassing Russian dragon's teeth anti-tank obstacles on the Russian-
Ukrainian border southwest of Novy Put (southwest of Glushkovo) unopposed, indicating that
Ukrainian forces have advanced in the area and that Russian forces were not prepared to leverage the
obstacles to repel cross-border Ukrainian assaults.[5] Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces
continued assaults near Novy Put, Medvezhye (southeast of Glushkovo), Snagost, Olgovka (east of
Korenevo), and Fanaseyevka (southeast of Sudzha).[6]

Russian forces have so far advanced in areas of Kursk Oblast that Ukrainian forces were
not yet fully controlling nor attempting to control, and Russian forces will likely face
more difficulty when counterattacking further into areas of the salient where Ukrainian
forces do have control. ISW uses the doctrinal definition of "control" when referring to
control of terrain in which "control is a tactical mission task that requires a commander
to maintain physical influence over a specified area to prevent its use by an enemy or to
create conditions necessary for successful friendly operations."[7] Russian forces have
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advanced roughly 58 square kilometers in areas where ISW has observed either maximalist claims or
visual evidence of Ukrainian forces operating since starting counterattacks on the night of September
10 to 11. ISW previously was not mapping control of terrain within the Ukrainian salient in Russia, and
Russian forces have not advanced in recent days through areas which ISW formally assessed were under
Ukrainian control. ISW has been mapping the maximalist extent of claims and unverified reports about
Ukrainian advances, however, and ISW's mapping never excluded the possibility that Russian forces
were operating in areas within the maximalist extent of claimed Ukrainian advances. Ukrainian forces
have not attempted to consolidate positions everywhere in their salient in Kursk Oblast, and it is likely
that Ukrainian forces had fewer consolidated positions in forward areas at the edges of the salient where
Russian forces have recently advanced. Ukrainian forces most certainly control territory within some
areas of the salient in Kursk Oblast, although ISW will continue to refrain from mapping Ukrainian
control of terrain in Russia. Russian counterattacks against better prepared and consolidated positions
in territory where Ukrainian forces exert control will likely be far less successful than the counterattacks
Russian forces launched on September 10 to 11.

A Ukrainian HIMARS strike reportedly damaged a temporary pontoon bridge across the
Seym River and inflicted casualties on a group of nearby Russian troops on September
12. The Ukrainian Unmanned Systems Forces published footage on September 12 showing cluster
munitions from a Ukrainian HIMARS rocket striking a group of Russian infantry along the bank of the
Seym River in an unspecified area of Kursk Oblast.[8] The Ukrainian Unmanned Systems Forces stated
that the Russian troops were preparing to conduct assaults against Ukrainian positions in the area.
Ukrainian forces previously struck several Russian pontoon bridges over the Seym River in
Glushkovsky Raion in late August 2024.[9]

Russian authorities have reportedly deployed additional elements of the Russian 106th
Airborne (VDV) Division to Kursk Oblast and may begin redeploying more combat
experienced forces to support ongoing Russian counterattacks and future
counteroffensive operations against Ukrainian forces in Russia. Footage published on
September 11 purportedly shows elements of the Russian 137th VDV Regiment (106th VDV Division)
participating in assaults northwest of Snagost.[10] ISW observed reports that elements of the 137th
VDV Regiment were operating in the Siversk direction as of late August 2024.[11] Elements of the 106th
VDV Division's 51st VDV Regiment are also reportedly operating in Kursk Oblast.[12] Russian
authorities have largely relied on poorly trained and equipped conscripts and small elements of Russian
regular and irregular forces to address the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast thus far and will likely
require additional manpower and more combat experienced units to fully push Ukrainian forces from
Kursk Oblast.[13] Russian authorities may concentrate additional elements of the 106th VDV Division
and other more combat experienced formations in Kursk Oblast as Russian forces continue
counterattacks against the Ukrainian salient.
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Ukrainian Incursion into Kursk Oblast
as of September 12, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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Note: The Claimed Limit of Ukrainian Advances layer depicts territory that Russian sources claim are Ukrainian-occupied
when there is no observed contradictory evidence that could disprove the Russian claims.
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The United Kingdom (UK) will reportedly allow Ukraine to use UK-provided long-range
Storm Shadow missiles to strike military objects in Russia in the coming days. UK outlet
The Guardian reported on September 11 that sources within the UK government stated that the UK has
already made a decision to allow Ukraine to use US-provided Storm Shadow missiles to strike objects
in Russia, but that the UK will not announce the policy change until after US President Joe Biden's
September 13 meeting with UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer.[14] UK outlet The Times reported on
September 12 that two sources familiar with the discussions stated that the US may allow Ukraine to
use UK- and French-provided Storm Shadow and SCALP missiles to strike military objects in Russia
but likely will not allow Ukrainian forces to use US-provided ATACMS missiles to strike military objects
in Russia.[15] Two unspecified US officials told CNN on September 11 that the Biden administration
has not changed its policy of prohibiting Ukrainian forces from using US-provided ATACMS missiles
to strike within Russia despite discussing the issue regularly.[16] Biden stated on September 10 that his
administration was “working that out” when asked about potential plans to lift US restrictions on
Ukraine’s use of long-range weapons in Russia, however.[17] Zelensky stated on September 12 that
Ukrainian officials presented a detailed request to lift Western restrictions on long-range strikes into
Russia during recent meeting with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and UK Foreign Secretary
David Lammy and emphasized that delays in lifting the restrictions have allowed Russia to move some
military objects "deeper" into Russia.[18]

Russian President Vladimir Putin continues rhetorical efforts aimed at influencing the
ongoing Western policy debate about granting Ukraine permission to use Western-
provided weapons against military objects in Russia, although Russia has not previously
escalated militarily against perceived Western violations of Russia's "red lines."[19]
Putin reiterated claims on September 11 that Ukrainian strikes against Russia using Western-provided
weapons would represent an escalation in the war in Ukraine and directly involve Western countries in
the war.[20] Putin and other Kremlin officials routinely accuse the West of escalating and being directly
involved in the war as part of the Kremlin's ongoing reflexive control campaign aimed at coercing the
West into making policy decisions that benefit the Kremlin, such as not allowing Ukraine to use
Western-provided weapons to strike military objects in Russia or delaying Western military assistance
to Ukraine.[21] The Kremlin has previously threatened military escalation should the West cross its so-
called "red lines," but has never significantly responded to any US or Western provision of military
assistance to Ukraine.[22] The Kremlin has also demonstrated that it is unwilling to escalate in
response to Ukraine's ongoing incursion into Kursk Oblast, which has lasted for over a month and has
included Western-provided equipment and conducting strikes with Western-provided HIMARS within
Russia.[23] Putin's September 11 rhetoric is therefore not an inflection in typical Russian rhetoric about
the risk of escalation of the war in Ukraine and is likely intended to influence the ongoing Western
policy debates about Ukraine's ability to strike military targets in Russia with Western-provided
precision weapons.[24] Delays in Western policy decisions in support of Ukraine's defense have
resulted in critical delays of military assistance to Ukraine, forcing Ukrainian counteroffensives to
culminate and allowing Russia to seize the theater-wide initiative, as ISW has previously reported.[25]

Russian forces struck a civilian cargo ship transiting through the Ukrainian grain
corridor in the western Black Sea on September 11, likely as part of a renewed Russian
effort to undermine international confidence in the safety of the corridor. Ukrainian
officials reported that Russian forces conducted a cruise missile strike against a civilian cargo ship
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under the flag of St. Kitts and Nevis transporting Ukrainian wheat to Egypt as it was leaving Ukrainian
territorial waters in the Black Sea on the night of September 11.[26] Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky stated that preliminary data suggests there were no casualties but noted that Ukrainian food
shipments to countries in Africa and the Middle East are critical for the global market.[27] The
Romanian Coast Guard reported that the Russian missile struck the ship while in Romania’s maritime
economic zone.[28] Russian forces have previously heavily targeted Ukrainian port and grain
infrastructure in southern Ukraine and have engaged in threatening military posturing in the Black Sea
in an effort to damage Ukrainian grain exports and undermine confidence in the Ukrainian grain
corridor.[29] Russian strikes against civilian vessels in the grain corridor are almost certainly intended
to undermine confidence in Ukraine's ability to enforce and defend the corridor and negatively impact
Ukraine's efforts to economically recover amid the ongoing war. Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys
Shmyhal stated on September 10 that Ukrainian has so far sent 66 million tons of cargo through the
trade corridor in the Black Sea in 2024 and that this is close to the level of exports before the full-scale
invasion.[30]

Russia continued its efforts to enhance relations with non-Western countries at the
meeting of BRICS high-ranking security officials and advisors in St. Petersburg. Russian
President Vladimir Putin met with officials from the People’s Republic of China (PRC), India, and Iran
on September 12 to discuss bilateral ties and promote Russia’s BRICS presidency and the upcoming
October BRICS summit in Kazan, Republic of Tatarstan.[31] Kremlin newswire TASS claimed on
September 12 that Putin met with PRC Foreign Minister Wang Yi and discussed Russia-China bilateral
relations and cooperation within BRICS, while Wang confirmed that PRC President Xi Jinping will
attend the upcoming BRICS summit in Kazan.[32] Putin met with Indian National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval with whom he reportedly discussed India’s peace proposal for the war in Ukraine and the
possibility of holding a meeting with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the BRICS summit.[33]
Putin also reportedly discussed with Iranian Secretary of the National Security Council, Ali Akbar
Ahmadian, the strengthening nature of Iran-Russia relations, the signing of an interstate agreement at
the strategic partnership level, and the development of the proposed north-south corridor passing
through Russia into Iran through the South Caucasus.[34] These developments likely demonstrate a
broader Russian diplomatic outreach effort to enhance relations with non-Western countries, convey
an image of global leadership, and garner support for its war effort.

Iran and Russia are downplaying their disagreement over the Zangezur Corridor project
in the Caucasus. NOTE: A version of this text appears in the September 12 ISW-CTP Iran
Update. Tension has erupted between Moscow and Tehran since Russian Foreign Affairs Minister
Sergei Lavrov announced on August 19 that Russia supports the Zangezur Corridor, which would
connect Azerbaijan proper to its Nakhchivan Autonomous Region through southern Armenia.[35] Iran
has long opposed the development of the Zangezur corridor, arguing that it would sever Iranian land
access to Europe and Russia.[36] Ahmadian met Russian Security Council Secretary Sergei Shoigu in
St. Petersburg, Russia, on September 10, during which Shoigu insisted that the Russian position vis-a-
vis the Zangezur Corridor has not recently changed.[37] Ahmadian similarly said that nothing has
changed in the Iran-Russia relationship during a meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin on
September 12.[38] Russian Foreign Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Maria Zakharova likewise said on
September 11 that Russia “provided all the necessary clarifications,” on the issue, which Tehran has
accepted.[39] Neither Iran nor Russia likely seeks to antagonize the other, despite their differing
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positions, especially as they implemented their agreement to provide Iranian missiles to support the
Russian invasion of Ukraine.[40]

Russia is continuing to balance its relationships with Iran and the Gulf states. Ahmadian
and Shoigu also discussed the dispute between Iran and the United Arab Emirates over ownership of
three islands in the Persian Gulf — Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb, and Abu Musa.[41] Tehran has claimed
the three islands as Iranian territory since 1971.[42] Iranian state media reported that Shoigu expressed
Russian support for Iranian sovereignty over the three islands, though this Iranian media report should
be treated with skepticism.[43] Russia has historically indicated support for the Emirati claim to the
islands, which has been a consistent point of tension between Moscow and Tehran.[44]

Russian investigative outlet Dossier Center published an investigation on September 12
into the Kremlin's efforts to consolidate its influence over the Russian information space
via Telegram ahead of the full-scale invasion of Ukraine. Dossier Center obtained documents
indicating that the Russian Presidential Administration invested millions of rubles in creating a
network of Telegram channels and co-opting existing Telegram channels as part of the Kremlin's efforts
to gain further influence and control over information space narratives between 2018 and 2021.[45]
The documents acknowledged that the Presidential Administration competed with Russian
propagandist and RT editor-in-chief Margarita Simonyan for influence over prominent Russian
channels on Telegram. Dossier Center reported that the Presidential Administration also prioritized
maintaining the appearance of Telegram as an independent and impartial organization while
simultaneously attempting to gain leverage and influence over Telegram employees living in Russia.
Dossier Center's investigation is consistent with the ongoing Kremlin effort to consolidate greater
control over Telegram and the wider Russian information space, on which ISW routinely reports.[46]

Key Takeaways:

o Russian forces continued counterattacking throughout the Ukrainian salient in
Kursk Oblast on September 12 but made only marginal gains, likely due to
continued Ukrainian offensive operations and defensive counterattacks in the
area.

« Russian forces have so far advanced in areas of Kursk Oblast that Ukrainian forces
were not yet fully controlling nor attempting to control, and Russian forces will
likely face more difficulty when counterattacking further into areas of the salient
where Ukrainian forces do have control.

e A Ukrainian HIMARS strike reportedly damaged a temporary pontoon bridge
across the Seym River and wounded a group of nearby Russian troops on
September 12.

o Russian authorities have reportedly deployed additional elements of the Russian
106th Airborne (VDV) Division to Kursk Oblast and may begin redeploying more
combat experienced forces to support ongoing Russian counterattacks and future
counteroffensive operations against Ukrainian forces in Russia.
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The United Kingdom (UK) will reportedly allow Ukraine to use UK-provided long-
range Storm Shadow missiles to strike military objects in Russia in the coming
days.

Russian President Vladimir Putin continues rhetorical efforts aimed at influencing
the ongoing Western policy debate about granting Ukraine permission to use
Western-provided weapons against military objects in Russia, although Russia has
not previously escalated militarily against perceived Western violations of Russia's
"red lines."

Russian forces struck a civilian cargo ship transiting through the Ukrainian grain
corridor in the western Black Sea on September 11, likely as part of a renewed
Russian effort to undermine international confidence in the safety of the corridor.

Russia continued its efforts to enhance relations with non-Western countries at
the meeting of BRICS high-ranking security officials and advisors in St.
Petersburg.

Iran and Russia are downplaying their disagreement over the Zangezur Corridor
project in the Caucasus.

Russia is continuing to balance its relationships with Iran and the Gulf states.

Russian investigative outlet Dossier Center published an investigation on
September 12 into the Kremlin's efforts to consolidate its influence over the
Russian information space via Telegram ahead of the full-scale invasion of
Ukraine.

Russian forces recently north of Chasiv Yar, southeast of Pokrovsk, and west of
Donetsk City.

Former Roscosmos (Russian space agency) head and Zaporizhia Oblast occupation
senator Dmitry Rogozin claimed on September 12 that the first group of the newly-
formed "BARS-Sarmat" volunteer detachment (Russian Combat Army Reserve)
signed military service contracts with the Russian MoD and are training for
deployment to the frontline in Ukraine.
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

o Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation
o Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border
with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
o Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis
e Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign
o Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts
o Russian Technological Adaptations
o Activities in Russian-occupied areas
o Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts
o Russian Information Operations and Narratives
« Significant Activity in Belarus
Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation
See topline text for details on Ukrainian and Russian operations in Kursk Oblast.

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach
to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

Russian forces continued limited ground attacks north and northeast of Kharkiv City on September 12
but did not make any confirmed gains. Russian forces attacked north of Kharkiv City near Hlyboke and
Lyptsi and northeast of Kharkiv City near Vovchansk, Tykhe, and Hatyshche.[47] Ukraine's Kharkiv
Group of Forces reported on September 12 that Russian forces are focused on restoring the combat
capability of elements of the Russian 11th Tank Regiment (18th Motorized Rifle Division, Leningrad
Military District [LMD]) at forward positions near Hlyboke and the combat capability of elements of
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the 82nd Motorized Rifle Regiment (69th Motorized Rifle Division, 6th Combined Arms Army [CAA],
LMD) and the 4th Volunteer Reconnaissance-Assault Brigade in Vovchansk.[48] Ukraine's Kharkiv
Group of Forces reported that elements of the Russian 136th Motorized Rifle Brigade (58th Combined
Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) suffered losses near Tykhe. Ukrainian Kharkiv
Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Vitaly Sarantsev stated on September 12 that Russian forces in
the Kharkiv direction have started committing conscripts to battle, although it is unclear if he means
that Russian forces have deployed conscripts to Ukrainian territory or the border area in Belgorod
Oblast.[49] Russian President Vladimir Putin has previously promised that Russia will not deploy
conscripts to combat operations in Ukraine, but the Russian military has relied on conscripts for border
security and to respond to the Ukrainian incursion in Kursk Oblast.[50] ISW has not observed
confirmation of conscripts participating in Russia's offensive operation in northern Kharkiv Oblast or
elsewhere in Ukraine.
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces continued attacks along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on September 12, but did
not make any confirmed gains. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced in fields
west and south of Pishchane (southeast of Kupyansk), but ISW has not observed confirmation of these
claims.[51] The milblogger claimed that Russian forces are attacking southwest of Synkivka (northeast
of Kupyansk) and aim to create a foothold three kilometers north of Kupyansk to develop an offensive
effort against Petropavlivka (east of Kupyansk).[52] The milblogger also claimed that Russian forces
conducted 15 glide bomb strikes against Ukrainian positions in Kolisnykivka (immediately west of
Pishchane). The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces continued offensive operations
northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka; southeast of Kupyansk near Kolisnykivka, Hlushkivka,
Stelmakhivka, and in the direction of Lozova; west of Svatove near Andriivka; southwest of Svatove
near Tverdokhlibove and Druzhelyubivka; northwest of Kreminna near Makiivka, Hrekivka, and
Nevske; west of Kreminna near Torske and Terny; and southwest of Kreminna near Dibrova.[53]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Russian forces continued offensive operations east of Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske and southeast
of Siversk near Vyimka on September 11 and 12.[54]
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Note: A Russian source claimed on September ¢ that Russian forces advanced up to 3.5 kilometers wide and up
to 1.12 kilometers deep near Vodyane.
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Russian forces recently advanced north of Chasiv Yar on the west (right) bank of the Siverskyi-Donets
Donbas Canal amid continued Russian offensive operations in the area on September 12. Geolocated
footage published on September 11 indicates that Russian forces advanced north of Kalynivka (north of
Chasiv Yar) on the western bank of the Siverskyi-Donets Donbas Canal.[55] The Ukrainian General
Staff reported that Russian forces continued offensive operations northeast of Chasiv Yar near
Zaliznyanske and south of Chasiv Yar near Stupochky on September 12.[56]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks against but do not
control.

Note: A Russian source claimed on September 10 that Russian forces advanced one kilometer west of Klishchiivka.
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Toretsk direction on September 12 but did not
make any confirmed gains. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced further along
Tsentralna Street in eastern Toretsk and seized Microraion No. 1 (southeastern Toretsk), although ISW
has not observed visual confirmation of these claims.[57] Russian forces also continued offensive
operations northeast of Toretsk near Dachne and south of Toretsk near Niu York and Nelipivka on
September 11 and 12.[58] Elements of the 132nd Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st Combined Arms Army
[CAA] [formerly Donetsk Peoples Republic 1st Army Corps], Southern Military District [SMD]) are
reportedly operating near Toretsk.[59]
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Note: A Russian source claimed on September 10 that Russian forces advanced 800 meters in Toretsk.
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Russian forces recently advanced southeast of Pokrovsk and continued offensive operations in the
Pokrovsk direction on September 12. Geolocated footage published on September 11 of Russian soldiers
freely operating in southern Ukrainsk (southeast of Pokrovsk) and interacting with Ukrainian civilian
volunteers indicates that Russian forces have recently advanced in the southern part of the town.[60]
Additional geolocated footage published on September 12 indicates that Russian forces advanced along
the railway northeast of Novohrodivka (southeast of Pokrovsk).[61] Russian milbloggers also claimed
that Russian forces advanced into southeastern Lysivka (west of Novohrodivka and not the settlement
also named Lysivka east of Ukrainsk) and seized the entire settlement, although ISW has not observed
visual confirmation of these claims.[62] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces continued to
advance north and southeast of Ukrainsk in an attempt to encircle Ukrainian forces defending the
town.[63] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces operating southeast of Pokrovsk advanced
along a front 8.5 kilometers wide and 2.6 kilometers deep south of Netaylove, west of Nevelske, and
north of Krasnohorivka, although this is consistent with previous Russian claims in the area.[64]
Russian forces continued offensive operations east of Pokrovsk near Vozdvyzhenka,
Novooleksandrivka, Zelene Pole, and Hrodivka and southeast of Pokrovsk in the direction of
Novotroitske and near Novohrodivka, Selydove, Mykhailivka, Ukrainsk, and both settlements called
Lysivka on September 11 and 12.[65] A Russian milblogger claimed that heavy Ukrainian first-person
view (FPV) drone activity in the Pokrovsk direction is complicating Russian ground assaults, degrading
already stretched Russian logistics, and exacerbating Russian casualties.[66] Ukrainian military
observer Kostyantyn Mashovets stated that the Russian military command has concentrated a
significant number of forces on the southern flank of the Pokrovsk direction and that elements of the
1st, gth, 114th, and 110th motorized rifle brigades (all 51st CAA, formerly 1st AC); elements of the 438th
Motorized Rifle Regiment (9oth Tank Division, 41st CAA, Central Military District [CMD]); other
elements of the 9oth Tank Division; and unspecified elements of the 2nd CAA (CMD) are attacking
southeast of Pokrovsk.[67]

17 Institute for the Study of War and AET’s Critical Threats Project 2024



Assessed Control of Terrain East of
Pokrovsk as of September 12, 2024, 3:00 PM ET

- : ~ STUDY OF WAR
) T~ -‘ o £— AND
-
S -y, ¥ CRITICAL
: - THREATS
N Mykolaivka. )
™ ~~ R
- - .t Tﬂgp}. JACK LONDON

# GEOSPATIAL FUND

Myrnoh'ré'd ’

A Russian source claimed on
September 12

that Russian forces seized Lysivka. i~

w

; ;
sk -

e - e
The Russian Ministry of Defense
claimed on September 8 that
Russian forces seized Novohrodivka.

\ Ocherétyne
" Voskhod ~
-

Geolocated footage posted on
September 11
indicates that Russian forces
|

~ ( A
seized Lisivka.

N

N
Geolocated footage posted on
September 9 indicates that Russian
forces advanced west of Mykhailivka.

/
I
The Russian Ministry of Defense
claimed on September 10 that
Russian forces seized Halytsynivka.

| Geolocated footage posted on [+,

September 12 indicates that

Russian forces advanced to
southern Ukrainsk.

Geolocated footage posted on
September 12 indicates that Russian |
forces advanced to Hostre.

o] 4 8
L 1 1 S 1 1 1 I ] i
Map by George Bayros, Katepyna Stepanenko, Noel Mikkelsen, Daniel Mealie, - o

Mitchell Belcher, Tm&Thact’éer,’Cameron Hayes, and Harrison Hurwitz® -7
© 2024 Institute for the,Study of War and AEI's Critical ThreatsProject ' >~ -
“ - — A

— Pokrovsk City Limits - -, Assessed Russian Advances . -, Claimed Ukrainian
=~ in Ukraine* ~ " Counteroffensives
Assessed Russian-controlled - - Claimed Russian Control — Russian Field Fortifications
Ukrainian Territory "~ over Ukrainian Territory

* Assessed Russian advances are areas where [SW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks against but do not
control.

Note: A Russian source claimed on September 10 that Russian forces advanced 1.5 kilometers deep west of Novohrodivka. A
Russian source claimed on September 8 that Russian forces advanced up to 1.2 kilometers deep north of Nevelske.
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Russian forces recently advanced through the fields west of Krasnohorivka amid continued offensive
operations west of Donetsk City. Geolocated footage published on September 12 indicates that Russian
forces recently advanced into Hostre (west of Donetsk City) and likely advanced in the fields
immediately northeast and southeast of the settlement.[68] Russian forces recently intensified their
longstanding offensive effort to eliminate the Ukrainian salient west and southwest of Donetsk City,
and Russian forces appear to have closed the pocket immediately southwest of Krasnohorivka with the
advance into Hostre.[69] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian mechanized groups broke through
to Hostre despite significant losses and gained a foothold in the settlement.[70] Russian forces also
continued assaults west of Donetsk City near Heorhiivka on September 11 and 12.[71]

Russian forces continued offensive operations southwest of Donetsk City on September 12, but there
were no confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian forces attacked northeast of Vuhledar near
Kostyantynivka, Katerynivka, and Vodyane and near Vuhledar itself on September 11 and 12.[72]

The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces continued ground assaults in the Donetsk-
Zaporizhia Oblast border area near Zolota Nyva (southeast of Velyka Novosilka) on September 12, but
there were no confirmed changes to the frontline.[73]

Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Fighting continued in western Zaporizhia Oblast near Mala Tokmachka (northeast of Robotyne) on
September 11 and 12, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline.[74] A Russian milblogger
claimed that Russian forces seized a Ukrainian position west of Novopokrovka (northeast of Robotyne)
and a nearby forest area, but ISW has not observed confirmation of this claim.[75]
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Fighting continued in east (left) bank Kherson Oblast on September 12, but there were no confirmed
changes to the frontline.[76] Elements of the Russian 31st Airborne (VDV) Brigade are reportedly
operating in the Kherson direction.[77]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where [SW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Note: The Ukrainian counterotfensive layer displays areas previously assigned to the Russian control,
Russian advances, or Russian claims layers where ISW now assesses that Ukrainian forces have
established a presence beyond a short-term raid. Inclusion of an area on this layer does not imply that
ISW assesses that the area is part of any upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operation.
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Ukrainian forces recently conducted an operation in the Black Sea and likely downed a Russian Su-30
fighter aircraft. The Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported on September 12
that GUR forces downed a Russian Su-30SM fighter jet using MANPADS during an operation in the
Black Sea on September 11.[78] The GUR reported that the aircraft waspart of the Russian 43rd
Separate Naval Aviation Regiment (Russian Aerospace Forces [VKS] and Black Sea Fleet [BSF]) and
noted that the aircraft crashed 70 kilometers north of Cape Tarkhankut in occupied Crimea.[79] A
Crimea-based Telegram channel claimed that Ukrainian forces were trying to shoot down the Su-30SM
as it was launching Kh-31P air-to-surface missiles at targets in Ukraine.[80] A prominent Russian
milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces attempted to land at the Krym-2 gas rig in the Holitsynske
gas field northwest of Crimea.[81]

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces conducted a series of drone and missile strikes against Ukraine overnight on September
11 to 12. The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched 69 drones and missiles at
Ukraine, including two Iskander-M ballistic missiles from Kursk Oblast at Chernihiv Oblast, one Kh-
59/69 cruise missile from Bryansk Oblast; two Kh-22/32 anti-ship cruise missiles from Tu-22M3
aircraft over the Black Sea towards Snake Island; and 64 Shahed-136/131 drones from Kursk Oblast;
Yeysk, Krasnodar Krai; and occupied Cape Chauda, Crimea.[82] The Ukrainian Air Force reported that
Ukrainian forces shot down 44 Shahed drones and that three Shaheds flew back into Russian airspace
(presumably from Ukrainian airspace), four more Shaheds were "lost" in Russian territory, and four
Shaheds remained in Ukrainian airspace as of 0900 on September 12. The Ukrainian Air Force reported
that most of the Russian missiles failed to hit their intended targets. Sumy Oblast officials stated that a
Russian drone struck infrastructure in Konotop, causing power outages.[83]

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky stated that Russian forces struck a Red Cross vehicle in
Donetsk Oblast, killing three and wounding two Red Cross personnel.[84] The International
Committee of the Red Cross confirmed that shelling near Virolyubivka killed and injured its
personnel.[85]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

Former Roscosmos (Russian space agency) head and Zaporizhia Oblast occupation senator Dmitry
Rogozin claimed on September 12 that the first group of the newly-formed "BARS-Sarmat" volunteer
detachment (Russian Combat Army Reserve) signed military service contracts with the Russian MoD
and are training for deployment to the frontline in Ukraine.[86] Rogozin claimed that the volunteers
will test new technological systems in frontline areas and noted that this first group also includes female
drone operators. Rogozin stated that the volunteer detachment will offer civilian drone operator
courses in the coming months to train future volunteers and develop a "combat reserve."

Russian authorities continue efforts to provide adequate medical care to the growing number of Russian
servicemembers and veterans of the war in Ukraine. Russian President Vladimir Putin, Defense
Minister Andrei Belousov, and State Secretary - Deputy Defense Minister Anna Tsivileva visited the
Kirov Military Medical Academy and the 442nd Military Clinical Hospital in Leningrad Oblast on
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September 12.[87] Belousov met with troops of the Leningrad Military District (LMD) and inspected
the hospital's construction projects and care facilities. Tsivileva told Putin that the Russian Ministry of
Defense (MoD) plans to open 19 new military hospitals throughout Russia in 2025.

Russian state-owned defense conglomerate Rostec reported on September 12 that Rostec subsidiary
United Aircraft Corporation (UAC) delivered an unspecified number of Su-57 and Su-35S aircraft to the
Russian Aerospace Forces (VKS).[88]

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

Nothing significant to report.

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense
industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and
international partners)

ISW is suspending publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts until further notice.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

ISW is not publishing coverage of Russian-occupied areas today.

Russian Information Operations and Narratives

Russian sources continue to reiterate rhetoric aimed at discrediting the Ukrainian operation in Kursk
Oblast and deterring Western military assistance to Ukraine. Russian officials and state agencies made
various claims on September 11 and 12 accusing Ukrainian forces of targeting civilians in Kursk Oblast
and of endangering the Kursk Nuclear Power Plant (KNPP).[89] The Kremlin has repeatedly used
similar information operations to prompt the West into self-deterrence by accusing Western countries
of supporting alleged war crimes committed by Ukrainian forces.[90]

Russian sources also continued efforts to promote narratives about the alleged ineffectiveness of
Western aid and dwindling Western support for Ukraine. A Russian milblogger portrayed German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz on September 12 as wanting to quickly end the war in Ukraine and to concede
Ukrainian territory to Russia as part of an alternative peace plan.[91] Russian Ambassador to the
United States Anatoly Antonov claimed on September 12 that Washington's alleged goal of inflicting a
strategic defeat on Russia through the war in Ukraine is "unfeasible."[92] Russian Security Council
Deputy Chairperson Dmitry Medvedev claimed on September 11 that the United Kingdom’s (UK)
promise to support Ukraine for 100 years is a lie and that Ukraine will cease to exist in the next 25

years.[93]

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)

Nothing Significant to report.
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Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.
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