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subsequent reports in the September 20 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.  

Russian President Vladimir Putin reportedly declined a request from the Russian 

Ministry of Defense (MoD) to offset Russian losses by declaring another mobilization 

wave in spring 2024 likely to avoid political costs associated with involuntary reserve 

call-ups. Putin has since remained committed to his crypto mobilization campaign, 

constraining Russia's mobilization potential. The Wall Street Journal (WSJ), citing a source 

“briefed” on an exchange between Putin and Russian MoD officials several months prior to the 

presidential inauguration in May 2024, reported that Putin dismissed the Russian MoD’s calls for 

another mobilization wave.[1] The source claimed that Putin instead stated his intent to only recruit 

people who were voluntarily signing military service contracts but that more Russian officials are 

convinced that mobilization is inevitable. The source added that the Russian military's current 

manpower is insufficient to achieve Russia's long-term goal of occupying all of Ukraine, degrading 

overall Ukrainian combat capability, and protecting the Russian state border. Kremlin Spokesperson 

Dmitry Peskov reiterated that Russia continues to rapidly recruit contract servicemen (kontraktniki) 

and volunteers and that these forces are sufficient for Russia's aggression against Ukraine in response 

to a request from WSJ. Putin has avoided declaring another partial mobilization call-up of reservists 

since his decision to mobilize 300,000 troops in late September 2022 in response to successful 

Ukrainian counteroffensive operations, and Russia appears to lack the necessary manpower resources 

to simultaneously sustain the scale and tempo of Russian offensive operations in Ukraine and defensive 

efforts in Russian border regions.[2] A mobilized Russian servicemember and milblogger claimed in 

late August 2024 that the Russian government continues to rely on the remnants of regular military 

forces, mobilized personnel, and deceived short-term volunteers to continue Russian offensive 

operations in Ukraine, even though these elements are ill-prepared and have been suffering significant 

losses since October 2023.[3] 

Mobilization in Russia remains unlikely in the near to medium term due to Putin’s 

personal fear that mobilization is a direct threat to his regime’s stability. ISW observed 

reports speculating about the possibility of Russia declaring another mobilization wave prior to Putin’s 

inauguration and following the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast in August 2024, but Putin has 

not yet authorized such mobilization.[4] Russian opposition outlet Meduza reported that sources close 

to the Russian government claimed that the Kremlin entertained the idea of mobilization immediately 

after Ukraine's incursion, but that the Russian Cabinet of Ministers and Kremlin-affiliated businessmen 

opposed these considerations.[5] Putin has also been consistently signaling throughout the incursion 
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his commitment to recruiting volunteers by boasting about the number of volunteers interested in 

fighting in Ukraine and meeting with Russian volunteers in response to the incursion.[6] Putin notably 

did not seize on the incursion as an opportunity to condition Russian society for mobilization in the 

immediate to medium term, instead choosing to form new irregular formations and expand Russian 

volunteer recruitment efforts.[7] The Kremlin and the Russian MoD notably shocked Russian society 

with the declaration of partial mobilization in late September 2022, and Putin likely seeks to avoid 

societal backlash in response to a new mobilization wave at this time.[8] 

Russian authorities have reportedly tasked Russian forces with pushing Ukrainian 

forces out of Kursk Oblast by mid-October 2024 and establishing a "buffer zone" into 

Ukrainian border areas along the international border with Russia in northeastern 

Ukraine by the end of October — significant undertakings that the Russian military is 

very unlikely to achieve in such a short period of time. Ukrainian newswire RBC-Ukraine 

reported on September 19 that unspecified sources stated that Russian forces have concentrated 37,000 

personnel in Kursk Oblast and that Russian authorities have instructed these forces to push Ukrainian 

forces out of Kursk Oblast by mid-October.[9] RBC-Ukraine's sources stated that the Kremlin wanted 

to concentrate a grouping of forces in Kursk Oblast that had a five-to-one manpower advantage over 

Ukrainian forces before launching a counteroffensive operation but did not establish such a grouping 

before launching a "counteroffensive" on September 10.[10] Russian forces have begun counterattacks 

within the Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast but have not yet started large-scale combat operations that 

would indicate a concerted counteroffensive operation aimed at completely expelling Ukrainian forces 

from Kursk Oblast.[11] Sustained Russian counteroffensive operations within Kursk Oblast will require 

Russian forces to redeploy additional elements from Ukraine to Kursk Oblast and/or commit newly 

generated forces from within Russia to the area instead of the frontline in Ukraine.[12] Ukrainian forces 

have not established control of all areas throughout the entire salient in Kursk Oblast, but Ukrainian 

forces most certainly have prepared positions within some areas of the salient that will pose challenges 

to any concerted Russian counteroffensive effort.[13] 

RBC-Ukraine's sources stated that Russian authorities have also tasked Russian forces with creating a 

"buffer zone" on the territory of "border oblasts bordering Russia" by October 30 — presumably an 

order to advance into Ukrainian territory along the international border to push Ukrainian fire 

elements further back from Russian territory.[14] Russian forces aimed to create a "buffer zone" in 

northern Kharkiv Oblast when they launched their offensive operation in the area on May 10, but have 

since only advanced roughly 10 kilometers in depth at most in northern Kharkiv Oblast.[15] The 

Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast reportedly spoiled planned Russian offensive operations outside 

of northern Kharkiv Oblast in the international border area that likely aimed to expand the area of 

combat operations across a broader front in northeastern Ukraine and further fix and stretch Ukrainian 

forces along a longer front.[16] A Russian counteroffensive operation to push Ukrainian forces out of 

Kursk Oblast followed immediately by a subsequent incursion into Ukrainian border oblasts 

reminiscent of Russia's offensive operation into northern Kharkiv Oblast would be a massive 

operational effort that would require a substantial allocation of manpower and materiel. The Russian 

military command has demonstrated a desire to shield the priority Russian offensive operation in the 

Pokrovsk direction from the operational pressures caused by Ukraine's incursion into Kursk Oblast, but 

a Russian counteroffensive followed immediately by an offensive operation along the international 
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border would most certainly generate operational requirements that would impact Russia's already 

degraded capability to funnel more manpower and materiel into the drive on Pokrovsk.[17] 

The Kremlin continues to signal its commitment to improving Russian drone operations 

in Ukraine and drone production capabilities amid efforts to offset the social and 

economic impacts of a protracted Russian war effort. Russian President Vladimir Putin met 

with Russia's Military-Industrial Commission on September 19 and discussed ongoing efforts to 

increase Russian drone production.[18] Putin acknowledged that drones are an integral part of modern 

warfare and that Russia’s war in Ukraine has further confirmed this assessment. Putin claimed that 

Russian companies delivered roughly 140,000 drones to Russian forces in 2023 and claimed that 

Russia plans to increase its drone production by ten-fold (to 1.4 million drones) in 2024. Putin 

emphasized that Russia must "consistently" increase its drone production capabilities and improve the 

effectiveness of Russian-produced drones in order to meet the needs of the Russian military. Putin 

praised Russia's private drone production initiatives or "people's defense industry" and noted that these 

private initiatives have joined forces with state defense enterprises to increase Russia's national drone 

production capabilities. Putin noted that privately produced drones are not "inferior" to drones 

produced by state defense companies and that the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) extensively tests 

all drone models before transferring the drones to frontline Russian forces. A DW investigation, 

however, observed evidence that suggests that some Russian irregular forces may be testing newly-

developed drones in strikes on Ukrainian civilians, possibly to speed up the testing periods.[19] Putin 

thanked Russian volunteer organizations for providing drones and electronic warfare (EW) systems to 

frontline Russian units. Putin also visited Russia's Special Technology Center in St. Petersburg, which 

specializes in drone, EW system, and communication systems production and inspected new drone 

types at the facility.[20] Russian milbloggers also reported that Putin met with and inspected drones 

from private drone production initiatives and praised the drone producers for their work.[21] Russian 

milbloggers have consistently complained about the poor quality of state-produced drones and often 

praise private drone production initiatives for producing more effective drones.[22] 

Putin’s claims that Russian plans to increase the drone-production to 1.4 million drones in 2024 is 

slightly lower than planned Ukrainian drone production rates in 2024. Ukraine's Deputy Minister of 

Strategic Industrial Hanna Hvozdyar noted in March 2024 that Ukraine intends to produce two million 

drones in 2024, and Ukrainian officials have repeatedly emphasized that Ukraine is prioritizing 

modernizing and constantly developing new drones to meet the needs of Ukrainian 

servicemembers.[23] 

Putin claimed that Russia must ensure that there are "no barriers" to the movement of 

Russian citizens between mainland Russia and Kaliningrad Oblast.[24] Putin claimed 

during a meeting with recently elected heads of Russian federal subjects (regions) and occupied Crimea 

on September 19 that Kaliningrad Oblast is Russia's "western outpost" and that Russia must strive to 

ensure that Kaliningrad Oblast is not only an "outpost" or a "fortress" on Russia's western borders but 

is also well integrated into Russian society and the Russian economy. Putin stated that Russia will never 

"forget" about Kaliningrad Oblast and that Kaliningrad Oblast must continue to develop in accordance 

with Russia's social and cultural values. Kaliningrad Oblast is a Russian federal subject situated 

between Lithuania and Poland on the coast of the Baltic Sea, and some Russians travel between 

mainland Russia and Kaliningrad by train or car via Belarus and NATO member states Latvia and 
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Lithuania.[25] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) proposed in May 2024 that the Russian 

government should reassess Russia’s maritime borders in the Baltic Sea, including around Kaliningrad 

Oblast, so that these borders “correspond to the modern geographical situation,” and Russian 

authorities repeatedly threatened NATO member states, including Finland and the Baltic States, in late 

2023 and early 2024. [26] Putin's comments about maintaining Kaliningrad's cultural and social ties 

to Russia are likely aimed at his domestic audience, although Putin may be setting conditions for future 

Russian aggression against the Baltic States under the guise of defending Kaliningrad Oblast. 

The reported transfer of Indian artillery shells through European intermediaries to 

Ukraine is reportedly generating tensions within the Russian–Indian relationship. 

Reuters, citing 11 Indian and European government officials and unspecified defense industry sources, 

reported on September 19 that Ukraine has acquired Indian artillery shells procured through European 

intermediaries for over a year despite Russian objections.[27] Reuters noted that European countries, 

including Italy and Czechia, have purchased empty artillery shells from India, filled them with 

explosives, and shipped them to Ukraine. Reuters stated that customs records reveal that shipments to 

Ukraine included 155mm, 120mm, and 125mm ammunition shells. Reuters stated that the Kremlin has 

addressed the supply issue with Indian officials on multiple occasions including during a July 2024 

meeting between Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam 

Jaishankar, but that New Delhi has reportedly not intervened to halt the trade. The Indian Ministry of 

External Affairs dismissed the Reuters report as “speculative and misleading" on September 19.[28] 

The Reuters report comes amid complications in Russian–Indian bilateral relations and following 

Modi’s August 23 visit to Ukraine during which Modi highlighted principles of international law, 

including sovereignty and territorial integrity, in discussions with Ukrainian President Volodymyr 

Zelensky.[29] Modi's comments with Zelensky contrast with his July 9 meeting with Russian President 

Vladimir Putin during which Modi made rather vague statements of peace.[30] 

The European Parliament called on member states to lift restrictions on Ukraine's ability 

to use Western-provided long-range systems to strike military objects in Russia. The 

European Parliament adopted a resolution on September 19 encouraging its members to allow Ukraine 

to use western-provided weapons to strike “legitimate military targets” in Russia.[31] The European 

Parliament called on all European Union (EU) and NATO members to commit to providing annual 

military support to Ukraine at a minimum of 0.25 percent of the member's GDP. The statement comes 

against the backdrop of ongoing Western hesitation to lift restrictions on long-range strikes into 

Russia.[32] 

Key Takeaways: 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin reportedly declined a request from the Russian 

Ministry of Defense (MoD) to offset Russian losses by declaring another 

mobilization wave in spring 2024 likely to avoid political costs associated with 

involuntary reserve call-ups. Putin has since remained committed to his crypto 

mobilization campaign, constraining Russia's mobilization potential. 

• Mobilization in Russia remains unlikely in the near to medium term due to Putin’s 

personal fear that mobilization is a direct threat to his regime’s stability. 
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• Russian authorities have reportedly tasked Russian forces with pushing Ukrainian 

forces out of Kursk Oblast by mid-October 2024 and establishing a "buffer zone" 

into Ukrainian border areas along the international border with Russia in 

northeastern Ukraine by the end of October — significant undertakings that the 

Russian military is very unlikely to achieve in such a short period of time. 

• The Kremlin continues to signal its commitment to improving Russian drone 

operations in Ukraine and drone production capabilities amid efforts to offset the 

social and economic impacts of a protracted Russian war effort. 

• Putin claimed that Russia must ensure that there are "no barriers" to the 

movement of Russian citizens between mainland Russia and Kaliningrad Oblast. 

• The reported transfer of Indian artillery shells through European intermediaries 

to Ukraine is reportedly generating tensions within the Russian-Indian 

relationship. 

• The European Parliament called on member states to lift restrictions on Ukraine's 

ability to use Western-provided long-range systems to strike military objects in 

Russia. 

• Ukrainian forces recently marginally advanced in Kursk Oblast. 

• Ukrainian forces recently advanced near Pokrovsk, and Russian forces recently 

advanced near Kharkiv City, Svatove, Siversk, Chasiv Yar, Pokrovsk, and 

Hulyaipole. 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin indicated during a meeting on the development 

of the Russian Armed Forces on September 18 that the Kremlin aims to improve 

Russia's federal level training system. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-

covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 

humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

• Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border 

with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Russian Technological Adaptations 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

• Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts 

• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

Ukrainian forces recently marginally advanced west of the Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast amid 

continued Ukrainian assaults in the area on September 19. Geolocated footage published on September 

19 indicates that Ukrainian forces recently marginally advanced east of Veseloye (west of the Ukrainian 

salient and south of Glushkovo).[33] A Russian milblogger also claimed that Ukrainian forces 

marginally advanced within central Medvezhye (southeast of Glushkovo).[34] Chechen Akhmat 

Spetsnaz Commander Apty Alaudinov claimed during an interview published on September 19 that 

Ukrainian forces are trying to advance near Veseloye (south of Korenevo and near the international 

border).[35] Ukrainian forces reportedly attacked west of the Ukrainian salient near Novy Put, 

Obukhovka, and Medvezhye (all south of Glushkovo).[36] 

Ukrainian forces recently advanced further on the northern side of Ukraine's salient in Kursk Oblast 

and continued assaults in the area on September 19. Geolocated footage published on September 19 

indicates that Ukrainian forces recently advanced southeast of Sheptukhovka (northeast of Korenevo) 
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and southeast of Naydenov (north of Sudzha).[37] Ukrainian forces reportedly attacked within the 

Ukrainian salient near Lyubimovka, Obukhovka (both southeast of Korenevo and east of Snagost), 

Kremyanoye (east of Korenevo), and Borki (southeast of Sudzha).[38] 

Russian forces reportedly advanced in Kursk Oblast on September 19. Alaudinov claimed on September 

19 that Russian forces advanced along the southwestern edge of the Ukrainian salient and seized 

Nikolayevo-Daryino and Daryino.[39] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces also advanced 

west of the Ukrainian salient near Obukhovka and along the outskirts of the Ukrainian salient southeast 

of Korenevo and northwest of Lyubimovka, but ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims.[40] 

Elements of the newly-formed "Kursk Knights" detachment (Donetsk People's Republic [DNR] 

"Pyatnashka" international volunteer brigade), which is reportedly staffed by residents of Kursk Oblast, 

are reportedly operating near Borki.[41] Elements of the Russian 2nd Spetsnaz Brigade (Russian 

General Staff's Main Directorate [GUR]) and 810th Naval Infantry Brigade (Black Sea Fleet [BSF], 

Southern Military District [SMD]) reportedly continue to operate in Kursk Oblast.[42] 

Additional satellite imagery captured on September 19 shows that there are ongoing fires at the Russian 

Ministry of Defense (MoD) Main Missile and Artillery Directorate's 107th Arsenal in Toropets, Tver 

Oblast following the September 18 Ukrainian drone strike.[43] A source within Ukrainian defense 

intelligence told Ukrainian outlet RBC Ukraine on September 18 that Ukrainian forces used over 100 

drones during the September 18 drone strike, although it is unclear if the source is referring to the wider 

drone strike against targets in Russia or the Toropets strike specifically.[44] 

Ukrainian Kharkiv Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Vitaly Sarantsev stated on September 19 that 

Russian forces mined unspecified dams in Belgorod Oblast to possibly slow Ukrainian advances in the 

event of a Ukrainian incursion into Belgorod Oblast.[45] Sarantsev noted that Russian forces may 

conduct false flag attacks against dams in Belgorod Oblast to blame Ukraine for the corresponding 

flooding and humanitarian disaster in order to further mobilize Russian society.[46] Sarantsev added 

that Russian forces are actively building fortifications around Belgorod City in apparent preparation for 

possible Ukrainian cross-border activity.[47] 
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Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push 

Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach 

to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)  

Russian forces recently advanced north of Kharkiv City amid continued fighting in northern Kharkiv 

Oblast on September 19. Geolocated footage published on September 19 indicates that Russian forces 

recently advanced in dacha areas west of Hlyboke (north of Kharkiv City) and along the Travyanske 

Reservoir.[48] Russian forces continued ground assaults north of Kharkiv City near Hlyboke and 

northeast of Kharkiv City near Vovchansk and Tykhe on September 18 and 19.[49] A Ukrainian officer 

operating near Vovchansk stated on September 19 that Russian forces conducting urban assaults within 

Vovchansk are moving in groups of three to four personnel between positions and typically lose two 

thirds of their personnel during assaults within the town.[50] Ukrainian Kharkiv Group of Forces 

Spokesperson Colonel Vitaly Sarantsev stated on September 18 that Russian offensive activity has 

recently decreased along the Lyptsi-Hlyboke line and that Russian forces are strengthening their 

positions in the area.[51] Sarantsev stated that Russian forces have recently intensified remote mining 

at forward positions in the Kharkiv direction in order to restrain possible Ukrainian advances and that 

Russian forces are currently focused on reconstituting assault groups and improving command and 

control (C2) and communications in the area to resume offensive operations.[52] Sarantsev added that 

Russian forces are intensifying drone activities in the Kharkiv direction, particularly to deliver supplies 

to Russian soldiers at forward positions who are suffering health issues en masse because a lack of 

provisions has forced the personnel to eat food and drink water that they scavenge near their 

positions.[53] Ukraine's Kharkiv Group of Forces stated on September 19 that Russian forces are 

focused on restoring the combat capabilities of elements of the 11th Tank Regiment (18th Motorized 

Rifle Division, 11th Army Corps [AC], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) near Hlyboke, elements of 

the 7th Motorized Rifle Regiment (11th AC, LMD) near Lyptsi, and elements of the 380th Motorized 

Rifle Regiment (47th Tank Division, 1st Guards Tank Army [GTA], Moscow Military District [MMD]) 

near Lukyantsi (northeast of Kharkiv City).[54] Ukraine's Kharkiv Group of Forces reported that 

elements of the 128th Motorized Rifle Brigade (44th AC, LMD) and the 82nd Motorized Rifle Regiment 

(69th Motorized Rifle Division, 6th Combined Arms Army [CAA], LMD) are operating within 

Vovchansk.[55] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces recently made confirmed marginal advances southwest of Svatove amid continued 

assaults along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on September 19. Geolocated footage published 

on September 19 indicates that Russian forces recently marginally advanced in western Makiivka 

(southwest of Svatove) in Luhansk Oblast.[56] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces 

operating southeast of Kupyansk also advanced towards Hlushkivka, west and north of Pishchane, and 

south of Stelmakhivka.[57] ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims, however. The Ukrainian 

General Staff reported that Russian forces continued ground attacks northeast of Kupyansk near 

Synkivka ; northwest of Svatove near Stelmakhivka, Hlushkivka, Kruhlyakivka, and Pishchane; 

southwest of Svatove near Druzhelyubivka, Makiivka, Cherneshchyna, Nevske, and Novosadove; and 

west of Kreminna near Torske on September 18 and 19.[58] Russian milbloggers amplified footage 

purportedly showing that Russian forces destroyed a bridge over the Oskil River near Kupyansk-

Vuzlovyi (just southeast of Kupyansk).[59] Elements of the Russian 375th Separate Anti-Tank Artillery 

Battalion (47th Tank Division, 1st Guards Tank Army [GTA], Moscow Military District [MMD]) 

reportedly continue to operate in the Kupyansk direction.[60] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

Russian forces recently advanced southeast of Siversk amid continued assaults in the area on 

September 19. Geolocated footage published on September 18 indicates that Russian forces recently 

advanced southeast of Vyimka (southeast of Siversk).[61] Russian forces continued assaults east of 

Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske and southeast of Siversk near Ivano-Daryivka and Vyimka on 

September 18 and 19.[62] Elements of the Russian 2nd Artillery Brigade (3rd Combined Arms Army 

[CAA], formerly 2nd Luhansk People’s Republic Army Corps [LNR AC]) are reportedly operating in the 

Siversk direction.[63] 
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Russian forces recently marginally advanced north of Chasiv Yar amid continued offensive operations 

in the area on September 19. Geolocated footage published on September 18 indicates that Russian 

forces recently marginally advanced in Hryhorivka (north of Chasiv Yar). A Ukrainian brigade operating 

in the Chasiv Yar direction published footage on September 18 showing Ukrainian forces striking 

Russian forces attempting to cross the Siverskyi-Donets Donbas Canal near Chasiv Yar with drones.[64] 

The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces continued offensive operations near Chasiv 

Yar itself; south of Chasiv Yar near Stupochky and Bila Hora; and southeast of Chasiv Yar near 

Kurdyumivka on September 18 and 19.[65] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Chasiv Yar Battle Map Draft September 19%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Toretsk direction on September 19 but did not 

make any confirmed advances. Russian milbloggers claimed on September 19 that Russian forces 

advanced 150 meters in eastern Toretsk and seized an unspecified waste heap north of Zalizne 

(southeast of Toretsk).[66] Fighting continued within eastern Toretsk; northeast of Toretsk near 

Dachne; south of Toretsk near Nelipivka; and near Toretsk in the direction of Shcherbynivka on 

September 18 and 19. [67] 
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Ukrainian forces recently recaptured territory and Russian forces recently marginally advanced in the 

Pokrovsk direction amid continued fighting on September 19. Geolocated footage published on 

September 19 indicates that Ukrainian forces recently marginally advanced southeast of Marynivka 

(southeast of Pokrovsk and northeast of Selydove).[68] Geolocated footage published on September 18 

indicates that Russian forces recently marginally advanced southwest of Mykhailivka (southeast of 

Pokrovsk and just east of Selydove).[69] A Ukrainian spokesperson reported that Russian forces are 

attempting to deploy sabotage and reconnaissance groups near Selydove in order to get behind 

Ukrainian positions in the area and conduct reconnaissance.[70] The spokesperson also reported that 

Russian forces are conducting assaults in small infantry groups comprised of three to 10 people in the 

Pokrovsk direction.[71] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced in northern 

Hrodivka (east of Pokrovsk) and northwest of Ukrainsk, north of Hirnyk, and in the direction of 

Selydove (all located southeast of Pokrovsk).[72] A Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger claimed on 

September 18 that Russian forces control 80 percent of Hrodivka (east of Pokrovsk).[73] ISW has 

assessed that Russian forces occupy approximately 60 percent of Hrodivka, however. The Ukrainian 

General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted ground attacks east of Pokrovsk near 

Vozdvyzhenka, Myrolyubivka, Novooleksandrivka, Novotoretske, Hrodivka, Vozdvyzhenka, Krasnyi 

Yar, and southeast of Pokrovsk near Mykolaivka, Novohrodivka, Marynivka, Mykhailivka, Zhelanne 

Pershe, Ukrainsk, and Tsukuryne on September 18 and 19.[74] Elements of the Russian 3rd “Atlant” 

Motorized Rifle Battalion of the Russian 35th Motorized Rifle Brigade (41st Combined Arms Army 

[CAA], Central Military District [CMD]) are reportedly operating in Hrodivka.[75] Artillerymen of the 

Russian “Volga” Brigade are reportedly also operating in the Pokrovsk direction.[76] 
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Russian forces operating west of Donetsk City continued offensive operations near Heorhiivka and in 

the direction of Dalne on September 19, but did not make any confirmed advances.[77] The Russian 

Ministry of Defense (MoD) and several Russian milbloggers claimed on September 19 that Russian 

forces seized Heorhiivka.[78] ISW previously assessed that Russian forces seized Heorhiivka on June 

14, however.[79] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets stated on September 19 that 

elements of the Russian 8th CAA (Southern Military District [SMD]) are operating in the Kurakove 

direction, including its 1st, 5th, 9th, and 110th motorized rifle brigades; 20th Motorized Rifle Division; 

and most of the 155th Motorized Rifle Division.[80] 

Russian forces continued offensive operations southwest of Donetsk City on September 19, but there 

were no confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian forces attacked near Vuhledar, Kostyantynivka, 

Katerynivka, Bohoyavlenka, and Vodyane on September 18 and 19.[81] Mashovets stated on September 

19 that a "tactical group" of the Russian Central Grouping of Forces is operating west and north of 

Vuhledar with the task of seizing Vuhledar and the Pivdennodonbaska Mine No. 1.[82] Mashovets 

stated that elements of the Russian 39th Motorized Rifle Brigade (68th Army Corps [AC], Eastern 

Military District [EMD]) and likely elements of the 36th Motorized Rifle Brigade (29th CAA, EMD) and 

the 57th Motorized Rifle Regiment (6th Motorized Rifle Division, 3rd AC) are operating near 

Vuhledar.[83] Elements of the Russian 150th Motorized Rifle Division (8th CAA, SMD) are reportedly 

operating south of Donetsk City.[84] 

Russian forces continued ground assaults in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on September 

19, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian forces conducted offensive operations 

in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area southeast of Velyka Novosilka near Zolota Nyva; south of 

Velyka Novosilka near Makarivka; and southwest of Velyka Novosilka near Novodarivka and Rivnopil 

and towards Solodke on September 18 and 19.[85] 

Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 

positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Russian forces recently made marginal gains in eastern Zaporizhia Oblast near Hulyaipole. Geolocated 

footage published on September 18 shows Ukrainian forces striking a Russian-occupied building in a 

gardening community north of Marfopil (immediately southeast of Hulyaipole), indicating that Russian 

forces advanced further in the area during previous assaults.[86] The Ukrainian General Staff reported 

that Russian forces attacked near Hulyaipole on September 19.[87] 

Limited positional engagements continued in western Zaporizhia Oblast on September 19, but there 

were no confirmed changes to the frontline. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces 

conducted ground attacks north of Robotnye near Novodanylivka, northeast of Robotyne near Mala 

Tokmachka, northwest of Robotyne in the direction of Novoandriivka, and west of Robotyne and 

southeast of Stepnohirsk near Pyatykhatky.[88] Elements of the Russian 234th VDV Regiment (76th 

VDV Division) are reportedly operating in the Zaporizhia direction.[89] 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft September 19%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks in the east (left) bank Kherson Oblast.[90] Elements 

of the 18th Combined Arms Army [CAA] (Southern Military District [SMD]) are reportedly operating 

in the Kherson direction.[91] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft September 19%2C 2024.png


24  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military 

and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline) 

Russian forces conducted a limited number of drone and missile strikes against Ukraine on the night 

of September 18 to 19. The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched three S-300/S-

400 air defense missiles from Belgorod Oblast, a Kh-59/69 cruise missile from airspace over occupied 

Zaporizhia Oblast, and 42 Shahed-136/131 drones from Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai and 

Kursk Oblast.[92] The Ukrainian Air Force stated that Ukrainian forces downed all 42 Shahed drones 

over Dnipropetrovsk, Kyiv, Vinnytsia, Zhytomyr, Rivne, Cherkasy, Kirovohrad, Mykolaiv, and Kherson 

oblasts and the Kh-59/69 cruise missile over eastern Ukraine.[93] Ukraine's Kharkiv Group of Forces 

reported that Russian forces struck unspecified areas in Kharkiv Oblast with three unspecified missiles 

on September 18.[94] 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 

power without conducting general mobilization) 

Russian President Vladimir Putin indicated during a meeting on the development of the Russian Armed 

Forces on September 18 that the Kremlin aims to improve Russia's federal level training system, at least 

in part to staff new military districts.[95] Putin claimed that Russian regional and federal authorities 

must cooperate to staff the Russian Armed Forces with trained and educated personnel and to staff 

military units and formations of new military districts (referring to the newly reformed Moscow and 

Leningrad military districts [MMD/LMD]) in constant combat readiness. Putin stated that Russia must 

use all available resources including modern training bases belonging to pre-conscription training 

organizations, military universities, training grounds, and methodological centers to train Russian 

military personnel. Putin noted that he had recently signed a decree to increase the size of the Russian 

Armed Forces, which will be effective starting December 1, 2025, to address staffing issues. 

The Indian government announced that Russia discharged dozens of the 91 Indian nationals who were 

duped into fighting in Ukraine with the Russian Armed Forces.[96] BBC, citing interviews with released 

Indian nationals, reported that unspecified agents lured citizens from poor families by promising them 

money and jobs, sometimes as support staff for the Russian military.[97] BBC reported that many 

interviewed Indian nationals recalled being sent to the frontlines in Ukraine with little to no military 

training and that at least nine Indian nationals have died in the war. Indian officials previously reported 

that Putin pledged to return Indian volunteers fighting in Ukraine during Indian Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s visit to Russia in July 2024.[98] 

The Kremlin continues to signal great concern over long-term demographic problems in Russia, which 

have been exacerbated by Russian personnel losses in Ukraine. Russian Federation Council 

Chairperson Valentina Matvienko expressed support on September 18 for a bill that would ban “child-

free propaganda,” or content promoting lifestyles without children, and noted that the state cannot 

allow the “proliferation” of such ideology.[99] The Russian State Duma previously introduced a bill in 

September 2022 that would ban the distribution of ”child-free” content among minors, but later 

removed this bill from consideration in March 2023.[100] Russian Deputy Minister of Justice Vsevolod 

Vukolov earlier stated on June 27 that Russian State Duma deputies are preparing a bill to ban the so-

called "child-free" "ideology, and ISW assessed that the Kremlin may be using indirect means to bypass 

Russian law and codify a state ideology that emphasizes Russia's "traditional" social values while 
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attempting to increase Russia's birth rate.[101] Russian opposition outlet Verstka reported that a Tver 

Oblast court ordered to ban three small Russian VK pages on August 23 that published memes about 

”child-free” lifestyles, claiming that such content “contradicts the goals and objectives of the current 

legislation.”[102] 

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological 

innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)  

A Russian milblogger published footage on September 19 claiming to show elements of the Russian 

114th Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st Combined Arms Army [CAA], formerly 1st Donetsk People's 

Republic [DNR] Army Corps [AC]) testing the "Karakurt" drone from Kalashnikov Concern, a 

subsidiary of Russian state-owned defense conglomerate Rostec, that reportedly has a one-kilometer 

flight radius and twenty-minute flight time for fast close tactical reconnaissance.[103] The milblogger 

claimed that elements of the brigade will redeploy to Ukrainsk in the Pokrovsk direction soon and will 

test the drones in the area. 

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense 

industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and 

international partners) 

ISW is suspending publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts until further notice. 

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 

control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 

sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

ISW is not publishing coverage of Russian-occupied areas today. 

Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

Ukrainian military officials continued to identify Russian efforts to infiltrate the Ukrainian information 

space and spy on Ukrainian forces via Telegram. The Ukrainian Center for Strategic Communications 

(Stratcom) identified a Telegram channel that had targeted Ukrainian military audiences prior to and 

during the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in an effort to spy on and demoralize Ukrainian military 

personnel.[104] Ukrainian Stratcom identified that the Telegram channel had ties to Russian military 

intelligence and routinely published Russian propaganda lines. Ukraine’s Main Military Intelligence 

Directorate (GUR) identified eight Telegram chatbots that attempted to imitate the GUR’s official 

“Main Intelligence Bot” chatbot and reported that Russian actors are trying to mislead Ukrainian 

citizens residing in occupied territories who use the chatbot to transmit information to the GUR.[105] 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 

Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 

Group activity in Belarus) 

Donetsk Oblast occupation administration head Denis Pushilin met with Belarusian President 

Alexander Lukashenko on September 19 in Minsk to discuss joint youth programs and the creation of 

a center for Belarusian goods in occupied Donetsk Oblast.[106] Pushilin also met with the Belarusian 

Chairman of the House of Representatives of the National Assembly, Igor Sergeenko, to discuss youth 
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cooperation projects.[107] Pushilin stated that children from occupied Donetsk Oblast are currently 

present in Minsk, Belarus.[108] Belarusian officials and volunteers have previously participated in 

Russian efforts to deport children from occupied Ukraine to Belarus and Russia, and Pushilin's focus 

on youth programs in his meetings with Belarusian officials may portend an increase in Belarusian 

involvement in Russian deportation schemes.[109] 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 

available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 

reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 

geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 

in the endnotes of each update. 
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