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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to see ISW's interactive map of Ukraine's offensive in Kursk Oblast.

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool.

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion
of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces
daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive
monthly.

Note: The data cut-offfor this product was 11:45 pm ET on September 22. ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the September 23 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

Ukraine's September 18 strike against a Russian missile and ammunition storage facility
near Toropets, Tver Oblast reportedly destroyed enough Russian munitions to affect
Russian operations in the coming months.[1] Estonian Defense Forces Intelligence Center Head
Colonel Ants Kiviselg stated on September 20 that the strike caused 30,000 tons of munitions to
explode, noting that the size of the explosion equates to 750,000 artillery shells and that Russian forces
on average fire 10,000 shells per week. His calculations suggest the Ukrainian strike destroyed two to
three months of Russia’s ammunition supply. Ukrainian outlet Suspilnereported on September 18 that
a source within Ukrainian special services stated that the Toropets facility stored Iskander missiles,
Tochka-U ballistic missiles, glide bombs, and artillery ammunition.[2] It is unclear if Kiviselg's
statement about 30,000 tons of explosives includes both missiles and artillery ammunition, but the
strike destroyed significant Russian materiel stockpiles in any case. ISW continues to assess that
continued Ukrainian strikes against rear Russian logistics facilities within Russia will generate wider
operational pressures on the Russian military, including forcing the Russian military command to
reorganize and disperse support and logistics systems within Russia to mitigate the impact of such
strikes.[3]

The Kremlin is reportedly reconsidering the effectiveness of nuclear saber-rattling as
part of its efforts to influence the ongoing Western policy debate about supporting
Ukraine and specifically permitting Ukraine to use Western-provided weapons against
military objects in Russia. The Washington Post, citing officials close to senior Russian diplomats,
stated that Russian President Vladimir Putin may be realizing that Russian nuclear threats are starting
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to lose their power over Western officials and that Putin may be developing an unspecified more
nuanced and limited informational response to future Western approval of long-range strikes into
Russia.[4] An unnamed Russian official claimed that Russian officialshave realized that nuclear threats
"don't frighten anyone," and a Russian academic with close ties to senior Russian diplomats claimed
that Russia's partners in the "Global South" are dissatisfied with Russia's nuclear threats. ISW cannot
independently verify the veracity of the Washington Post's sources, but these reports are consistent
with ISW's various assessments about how the Kremlin uses nuclear saber-rattling to promote Western
self-deterrence and that such statements are not an indication of Russia's willingness to use nuclear
weapons.[5] ISW continues to assess that the Kremlin's thinly veiled threats of nuclear confrontation
are aimed at disrupting and delaying key decision points in Western political discussions about further
military assistance to Ukraine.[6] ISW continues to assess that Russia is very unlikely to use nuclear
weapons in Ukraine or elsewhere.[7]

Satellite imagery of damage at the Plesetsk Cosmodrome in Arkhangelsk Oblast captured
on September 21 suggests that the Russian military recently conducted an unsuccessful
RS-28 "Sarmat" nuclear-capable intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) test.[8] The
imagery shows a large crater at the Yubileynaya launch silo, where Russian forces have previously
conducted testlaunches of the Sarmat missile, and four fire trucks responding to active small fires near
the destroyed silo.[9] Open-source intelligence analysts reported that imagery indicates that an
unsuccessful Sarmat test caused the damage but offered differing analyses about whether an explosion
occurred close to or at launch or before launch during fueling.[10] The silo at the Yubileynaya site was
reportedly converted especially to conduct Sarmat launches.[11] Russia intends for the Sarmat ICBM
to replace the Soviet-era Voevoda ICBM and accelerated the development of the Sarmat after an
agreement to source components parts for Voevoda from Ukraine collapsed following the start of
Russia's war against Ukraine in 2014.[12] Sarmat's development has faced repeated delays, however,
and this recent apparent failed test would be the fourth reported failed test of the Sarmat to
date.[13] Russia has only successfully tested the Sarmat once, in April 2022, and the Russian military
reportedly put the missile on combat duty in September 2023.[14] The latest apparent failed Saramat
test does not necessarily indicate that Russia's existing nuclear triad is any less effective than it has been
but does suggest that Russia continues to struggle with developing new missile capabilities under the
pressures of international sanctions and the demands on the Russian defense industrial base (DIB)
amid the war in Ukraine.

Ukrainian Defense Minister Rustem Umerov stated on September 21 that Ukraine will
increase its production of drones by "several times" in 2025 in order to maintain
Ukraine's quantitative superiority over Russian drone production.[15] Umerov stated that
Ukraine can produce "several million" drones and that the Ukrainian state budget and funding from
Ukraine's partners finance this production. Russian President Vladimir Putin recently discussed
ongoing efforts to increase Russian drone production and claimed that Russian companies delivered
roughly 140,000 drones to Russian forces in 2023 and that Russia plans to increase its drone
production by tenfold (to 1.4 million drones) in 2024.[16] The Russian military, however, continues to
make decisions that degrade the overall quality of its technical specialists. Russian authorities recently
reportedly arrested an assault detachment commander who developed a counter-drone system to train
Russian counter-drone specialists that was against the staff's protocol.[17] Russian field commanders,
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particularly those amongst units of the 51st Combined Arms Army, are also reportedly often sending
drone operators to conduct frontal assaults as punishment for dissent.[18]

Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Spokesperson Maria Zakharova announced
on September 22 that Russia will not participate in Ukraine's second peace summit later
in 2024 or in any "such summits."[19] Zakharova reiterated boilerplate Russian information
operations aimed at discrediting Ukraine and the Ukrainian Peace Formula — which is based on the
principles of international law — as an unfair "ultimatum."[20] Zakharova claimed that Russiais ready
to discuss "serious" peace proposals that account for Russian President Vladimir Putin's June 14
"proposal." Putin outlined uncompromising demands on June 14 for Ukrainian capitulation as
prerequisites for any "peace" negotiations, including Ukraine's recognition of Russian control over the
entirety of Luhansk, Donetsk, Zaporizhia, and Kherson oblasts — including the areas of these oblasts
that Russian forces currently do not occupy.[21] ISW continues to assess that the Kremlin is not
interested in good faith peace negotiations with Ukraine and that the Kremlin will only invoke the
concept of “peace plans” and “negotiations” to prompt the West to pressure Ukraine into preemptive
concessions on Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity.[22]

Russia is reportedly expanding intelligence operations in Mexico to undermine the
United States and support for Ukraine. NBC News, citing unspecified US officials and former
intelligence officers, reported on September 21 that Russian intelligence services have been increasing
their presence in Mexico for the past few years in order to spy on the United States and to enhance
propaganda meant to undermine the United States and Ukraine.[23] US officials reportedly expressed
concern over Russia's addition of dozens of employees to its embassy staff in Mexico City, despite
notably lacking strong trade relations with Mexico, and interpreted this growth as a return to Cold War-
style tactics to enhance intelligence operations in Mexico. CIA Director Willian Burns recently noted
that this increase is a result of the expulsion of Russian spies from Europe.

Key Takeaways:

e Ukraine's September 18 strike against a Russian missile and ammunition storage
facility near Toropets, Tver Oblast reportedly destroyed enough Russian
munitions to affect Russian operations in the coming months.

e TheKremlin is reportedly reconsidering the effectiveness of nuclear saber-rattling
as part of its efforts to influence the ongoing Western policy debate about
supporting Ukraine and specifically permitting Ukraine to use Western-provided
weapons against military objects in Russia.

o Satellite imagery of damage at the Plesetsk Cosmodrome in Arkhangelsk Oblast
captured on September 21 suggests that the Russian military recently conducted

an unsuccessful RS-28 "Sarmat" nuclear-capable intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) test.

e Ukrainian Defense Minister Rustem Umerov stated on September 21 that Ukraine
will increase its production of drones by "several times" in 2025 in order to
maintain Ukraine's quantitative superiority over Russian drone production.

3 Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024



Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Spokesperson Maria Zakharova
announced on September 22 that Russia will not participate in Ukraine's second
peace summit later in 2024 or in any "such summits."

Russia is reportedly expanding intelligence operations in Mexico to undermine the
United States and support for Ukraine.

Ukrainian forces recently advanced near Svatove.

Russian forces recently marginally advanced near Toretsk and Pokrovsk,
southwest of Donetsk City, and in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area.

A Ukrainian officer in a drone crew stated on September 22 that the Russian
military command is forcing soldiers to dig trenches at Russian positions in
unspecified areas of Ukraine without weapons and sometimes without armor,
helmets, or military uniforms.
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Assessed Control of Terrain in Ukraine

and Main Russian Maneuver Axes
as of September 22, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.

We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.
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e Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation
e Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)

¢ Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border
with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
o Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

e Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign

o Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

¢ Russian Technological Adaptations

e Activities in Russian-occupied areas

e Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts

e Russian Information Operations and Narratives

o Significant Activity in Belarus

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

Ukrainian forces reportedly continued attacking in Glushkovsky Raion west of Ukraine's salient in
Kursk Oblast on September 22 but did not make any confirmed advances. The Russian Ministry of
Defense (MoD) claimed that Ukrainian forces attacked near Novy Put, Obukhovka,and Medvezhye (all
south of Glushkovo).[24]

Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in the Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast on September
22 but did not make any confirmed advances. Russian sources claimed on September 22 that Ukrainian
forces attacked southeast of Korenevo near Obukhovka, east of Korenevo near Maryevka, north of
Sudzha near Malaya Loknya, and southeast of Sudzha near Plekhovo.[25]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast on September
22 but did not make any confirmed advances. A Russian milblogger claimed on September 22 that
elements of the Russian 83rd Airborne (VDV) Brigade conducted an assault against Ukrainian positions
in the Kalinnik tract (northwest of Lyubimovka).[26] Elements of the Russian Donetsk People's
Republic's (DNR) "Pyatnashka" International Volunteer Brigade, 155th Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific
Fleet, Eastern Military District [EMD]), and 11th VDV Brigade are reportedly operating in Kursk
Oblast.[27]
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Ukrainian Incursion into Kursk Oblast

as of September 22, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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Note: The Claimed Limit of Ukrainian Advances layer depicts territory that Russian sources claim are Ukrainian-occupied
when there is no observed contradictory evidence that could disprove the Russian claims.
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Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach
to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

Fighting continued north of Kharkiv City near Hlyboke and northeast of Kharkiv City near Vovchansk
on September 21 and 22, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline.[28] A Ukrainian officer
operating in the Kharkiv direction stated on September 22 that Russian forces are switching to
defensive operations in the area and are transferring "Storm-Z" convict recruits and former Wagner
Group personnel to the area.[29] The spokesperson for a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Kharkiv
direction stated that Russian forces continue attritional infantry assaults with small groups and that
convict recruits and former Wagner Group personnel only receive a few weeks of training before
conducting the assaults.[30] The spokesperson stated that Ukrainian forces occasionally advance in
unspecified areas in the Kharkiv direction and that Russian forces have not conducted large-scale
assaults in this direction in several weeks.[31]
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Assessed Control of Terrain

Around Kharkiv as of
September 22, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Ukrainian forces recently regained limited positions northwest of Svatove amid continued Russian
offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on September 21 and 22. Geolocated
footage published on September 21 indicates that Ukrainian forces recently regained limited positions
along windbreaks west of Kyslivka (northwest of Svatove).[32] A Russian milblogger claimed on
September 22 that Russian forces advanced along a front 2.5 kilometers wide and two kilometers deep
east of Kruhlyakivka (northwest of Svatove) and that Russian forces are attempting to advance to
Kruhlyakivka after struggling to advance against Ukrainian fortified positions near Kolisnykivka
(immediately north of Kruhlyakivka).[33] Russian milbloggers claimed on September 21 and 22 that
Russian forces operating northwest of Kreminna have seized most of Makiivka and have entered Nevske
but that reports of Russian forces seizing Novolyubivka (immediately west of Nevske) are false.[34] A
Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces are counterattacking near Novolyubivka to slow
Russian advances.[35] Russian forces continued offensive operations northeast of Kupyansk near
Synkivka; east of Kupyansk near Petropavlivka; northwest of Svatove near Stepova Novosilka,
Hlushkivka, Kruhlyakivka, Kotlyarivka, and Stelmakhivka and in the direction of Lozova; southwest of
Svatove near Druzhelyubivka and Cherneshchyna; northwest of Kreminna near Hrekivka, Nevske,
Novosadove, and Makiivka; west of Kreminna near Torske and Terny; and southwest of Kreminna near
Dibrova on September 21 and 22.[36] Elements of the Russian 272nd Motorized Rifle Regiment (47th
Tank Division, 1st Guards Tank Army [GTA], Moscow Military District [MMD]) and the "Contour"
detachment are reportedly operating near Kyslivka.[37]

10 Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024



Assessed Control of Terrain
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Russian forces continued assaults southeast of Siversk near Vyimka on September 21 and 22, but there
were no confirmed changes to the frontline.[38]

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Chasiv Yar on September 22, but there were no
confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced in an
area up to one kilometer wide west of Klishchiivka (southeastof Chasiv Yar), but ISW has not observed
confirmation of these claims.[39] Russian forces continued offensive operations north of Chasiv Yar
near Hryhorivka and in the direction of Mayske, northeast of Chasiv Yar near Kalynivka, east of Chasiv
Yar near Ivanivske, southeast of Chasiv Yar near Klishchiivka and Andriivka, and south of Chasiv Yar
near Stupochky and Bila Hora on September 21 and 22.[40] Elements of the Russian "Volki" Brigade's
1st assault detachment and artillerymen of the 72nd Motorized Rifle Brigade (6th Motorized Rifle
Division, 3rd Army Corps [AC]) are reportedly operating in the Chasiv Yar direction.[41]
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Assessed Control of Terrain near Chasiv Yar
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Russian forces recently marginally advanced south of Toretsk amid continued offensive operations in
the area on September 22. Geolocated footage published on September 21 indicates that Russian forces
advanced further along Hobrusyeva and Niu-Yorkska streets within central Niu York (south of Toretsk)
during recent Russian advances into central Leonidivka (southwest of Toretsk).[42] A Kremlin-
affiliated Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces seized Nelipivka (south of Toretsk) and
advanced east of Nelipivka and in southern Toretsk.[43] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian
forces advanced 650 meters along Tsentralna Street in central Toretsk and seized several residential
buildings in northwestern Pivnichne (east of Toretsk).[44] Russian forces continued assaults north of
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Toretsk near Dachne, in Toretsk itself, and west of Toretsk in the direction of Shcherbynivka on
September 21 and 22.[45]

Assessed Control of Terrain
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Russian forces recently marginally advanced east and southeast of Pokrovsk amid continued offensive
operations in the area on September 22. Geolocated footage published on September 21 and 22
indicates that Russian forces recently marginally advanced north of Novooleksandrivka (east of
Pokrovsk), into southern Krutyi Yar (southeast of Pokrovsk and just north of Novohrodivka), and west
of Mykhailivka (southeast of Pokrovsk and just east of Selydove).[46] A Russian milblogger claimed
that Russian forces advanced south of Novohrodivka and seized the Novohrodivska Mine No. 2, but
ISW has not observed confirmation of this claim.[47] Fighting continued east of Pokrovsk near
Vozdvyzhenka, Novotoretske, Hrodivka, and Krasnyi Yar and southeast of Pokrovsk near
Novohrodivka, Selydove, Marynivka, Mykhailivka, and Hirnyk on September 21 and 22.[48]
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Assessed Control of Terrain East of Pokrovsk
as of September 22, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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Note: A Russian source claimed on September 21 that Russian forces advanced up to 2.3 kilometers wide and 1.24 kilometers deep
west and southwest of Hrodivka. A Russian source claimed on September 21 that Russian forces advanced 850 meters deep west of
Ukrainsk.

Russian forces reportedly advanced west of Donetsk City on September 22, but there were no confirmed
changes to the frontline. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces seized Hostre; control half of
Maksymilyanivka; and advanced toward Oleksandropil, southwest of Krasnohorivka, and west of
Hostre up to the Selydivska Colony No. 82.[49] ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims,
however. Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Heorhiivka on September
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21.[50] Elements of the Russian 238th Artillery Brigade (8th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern
Military District [SMD]) are reportedly operating near Dalnye.[51]

Russian forces recently advanced southwest of Donetsk City amid continued Russian offensive
operations in the area on September 22. Geolocated footage published on September 22 indicates that
Rusisan forces advanced in fields northwest of Pavlivka.[ 52] Russian and Ukrainian sources stated that
Russian forces crossed the Kashlahach River west of Vuhledar.[53] Russian forces conducted offensive
operations near Kostyantynivka, Katerynivka, Vuhledar, Vodyane, and Pavlivka on September 21 and
22.[54] Elements of the Russian 5th Tank Brigade (36th CAA, Eastern Military District [EMD]) are
reportedly operating near Prechystivka; elements of a "Storm" detachment of the 68th Army Corps
(EMD) and the "Aleppo" Detachment are reportedly operating near Katerynivka; and elements of the
4oth Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet, EMD) are reportedly operating near Vuhledar.[55]

Russian forces recently advanced in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area. Geolocated footage
published on September 21 indicates that elements of the Russian 5th CAA (EMD) recently advanced
along Pyatykhatky Street north of Staromayorske (south of Velyka Novosilka).[56] Neither Russian nor
Ukrainian sources reported ground attacks in the area on September 22.
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Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Russian forces continued ground assaults in eastern Zaporizhia Oblast near Hulyaipole on September
22 but did not make any confirmed gains.[57]

Russian forces continued attacking in western Zaporizhia Oblast near Robotyne, north of Robotyne
near Novodanylivka, and northwest of Robotyne in the direction of Novoandriivka on September 21
and 22 but did not make any confirmed advances.[58]
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The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces attacked in an unspecified area in the Kherson
direction on September 22.[59]
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Ukrainian forces reportedly conducted a missile strike against an unspecified Russian military target
in occupied Crimea on the evening of September 21. A Russian milblogger claimed that elements of the
Russian 31st Air Defense Division (4th Guards Air Force and Air Defense Army, Southern Military
District [SMD] and Russian Aerospace Forces [VKS]) intercepted the unspecified Ukrainian missile,
and Russian opposition outlet Astra reported that Russian air defenses activated near occupied
Dzhankoi.[60]
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Note: The Ukrainian counteroffensive layer displays areas previously assigned to the Russian control,
Russian advances, or Russian claims layers where ISW now assesses that Ukrainian forces have
established a presence beyond a short-term raid. Inclusion of an area on this layer does not imply that
ISW assesses that the area is part of any upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operation.

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces conducted a series of missile and drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of
September 21 to 22. The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched two Kh-59/69
cruise missiles from airspace over occupied Luhansk Oblast and 80 Shahed-136/131 dronesfrom Yeysk,
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Krasnodar Krai and Kursk Oblast.[61] The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Ukrainian forces shot
down 71 drones over Khmelnytskyi, Vinnytsia, Cherkasy, Kirovohrad, Zhytomyr, Kyiv, Sumy, Poltava,
Kherson, and Mykolaiv oblasts and that Ukrainian electronic warfare (EW) systems caused six drones
to become "lost" and not reach their intended targets. Khmelnytskyi Oblast Military Administration
Head Serhii Tyurin stated that a Russian drone strike damaged a residential building in Khmelnytskyi
City.[62] Poltava Oblast Military Administration Head Filip Pronin and Sumy City Mayor Oleksandr
Lysenko reported that Russian drones damaged energy infrastructure in Poltava and Sumy oblasts,
respectively.[63] Ukrainian officials reported that Russian forces conducted FAB-250 glide bomb
strikes against Kharkiv City, injuring at least 21 people.[64]

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky stated on September 21 that Russian forces used more than
900 glide bombs, roughly 400 Shahed drones, and almost 30 missiles of various types against Ukraine
in the past week (September 15 to 21).[65]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

A Ukrainian officer in a drone crew stated on September 22 that the Russian military command is
forcing soldiers to dig trenches at Russian positions in unspecified areas of Ukraine without weapons
and sometimes without body armor, helmets, or military uniforms.[66] The Ukrainian officer stated
that these Russian soldiers are digging high-quality trenches quickly but that only roughly 50 percent
of these Russian soldiers survive.

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

Nothing significant to report.

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense
industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and
international partners)

ISW is suspending publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts until further notice.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian -citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

ISW is not publishing coverage of Russian-occupied areas today.

Russian Information Operations and Narratives

The Ukrainian Center for Strategic Communications (Stratcom) warned on September 21 that Russian
actors are spreading false narratives on social media about Ukrainian forces using US-provided drugs
in order to discredit the Ukrainian military to Ukrainian conscripts and society.[67] Stratcom reported
that Russian actors are using fake and forced "confessions" from Ukrainian prisoners of war (POWs) to
substantiate these allegations. Russian sources notably claimed recently that Russian authorities
arrested a Russian assault detachment commander after he attempted to stop Chechens from
trafficking drugs to his servicemembers.[68]
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Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)

Nothing significant to report.

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.
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