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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map 
is updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 
 
Russia’s use of Iranian-made drones is not generating asymmetric effects the way 
the Ukrainian use of US-provided HIMARS systems has done and is unlikely to 
affect the course of the war significantly. The deputy chief of the Main Operational 
Department of the Ukrainian General Staff, Brigadier General Oleksiy Hromov, stated on October 
6 that Russian forces have used a total of 86 Iranian Shahed-136 drones against Ukraine, 60% of 
which Ukrainian forces have already destroyed.1 As ISW reported yesterday, Russian forces do 
not appear to be focusing these drones on asymmetric nodes near the battlefield. They have used 
many drones against civilian targets in rear areas, likely hoping to generate nonlinear effects 
through terror. Such efforts are not succeeding. Ukrainian Air Force Command Spokesperson 
Yuri Ignat stated that the Russian army is increasingly using the Iranian-made drones to conserve 
its stock of high-precision missiles.2 Russian forces have likely used a non-trivial percentage of 
the Shahed-136 supply so far if the claims of an anonymous US intelligence official at the end of 
August were correct that Iran would likely provide ”hundreds” of drones to Russia.3  
 
The Wagner Private Military Company announced the creation of its own private 
Telegram channel on October 6, indicating that Wagner financier Yevgeny 
Prigozhin may want a voice that is clearly his own to compete with milbloggers and 
possibly Chechen warlord Ramzan Kadyrov, who all have their own Telegram 
channels. A Telegram channel affiliated with Prigozhin shared the invitation to the Wagner 
channel, “Peacekeeper.” The Russian-language invitation reads “         We arrived from Hell. We are 
WAGNER - our business is death, and business is going well.”4 In addition to Peacekeeper, the 
channel suggested that followers subscribe to the “Novorossiya Z Project,” another private 
channel. The creation of a group for Wagner to share “uncensored materials from the front” may 
be in part a recruitment tool but is likely also an attempt to establish a formal means for Prigozhin 
and his allies to directly influence the information space in much the same way that Kadyrov and 
the Russian nationalist milbloggers use Telegram. 
 
Key Takeaways  

• Russia’s use of Iranian-made drones is not generating asymmetric effects the 

way the Ukrainian use of US-provided HIMARS systems has done and is 
unlikely to affect the course of the war significantly. 

• The Wagner Private Military Company announced the creation of its own 

private Telegram channel on October 6, indicating that Wagner financier 

Yevgeny Prigozhin may want a voice that is clearly his own to compete with 

milbloggers and possibly Chechen warlord Ramzan Kadyrov, who all have 

their own Telegram channels. 

• Ukrainian forces likely continued counteroffensive operations in 

northeastern Kharkiv Oblast near Kupyansk and operations to threaten 

Russian positions along the Kreminna-Svatove road in western Luhansk 

Oblast on October 6. 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
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• Russian troops are likely establishing defensive positions in upper Kherson 

Oblast following the collapse of the Russian line in northeast Kherson. 

• Russian troops continued ground attacks in Donetsk Oblast on October 6 and 

likely made incremental gains around Bakhmut.  

• Russian forces continued to conduct routine artillery, air, and missile strikes 
west of Hulyaipole, and in Dnipropetrovsk and Mykolaiv Oblasts on October 

6.  

• Local Russian officials appear to be frantically looking for ways to fund their 

mobilized units as the Kremlin increasingly expects local administrations to 

pay for the war effort from their own budgets. 

• The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported on October 6 that Russian forces 

began the forced mobilization of Ukrainian citizens in Russian-occupied 

Kremmina and Starobilsk, Luhansk Oblast. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because those activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects 
of these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and population and 
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these 
Russian violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and 
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  
 

• Ukrainian Counteroffensives—Southern and Eastern Ukraine 

• Russian Main Effort—Eastern Ukraine (comprised of one subordinate and two supporting 
efforts);  

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort—Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Supporting Effort—Southern Axis 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Activities in Russian-occupied Areas 
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Ukrainian Counteroffensives (Ukrainian efforts to liberate Russian-occupied 
territories) 
 
Eastern Ukraine: (Oskil River-Kreminna Line) 
 
Ukrainian forces likely continued counteroffensive operations in northeastern Kharkiv Oblast 
near Kupyansk on October 6. The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Russian forces 
repelled “up to three [Ukrainian] battalion tactical groups [sic]” as they attempted to advance 
towards Pershotravneve (20km northeast of Kupyansk), Kyslivka (23km southeast of Kupyansk), 
and Berestove (30km northeast of Kupyansk).5 Geolocated footage also shows Ukrainian troops 
in Hlushkivka, 14km southeast of Kupyansk, indicating that Ukrainian troops are continuing to 
make eastward gains around Kupyansk.6 A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces are 
attempting to extend the counteroffensive pocket around Kupyansk northeast towards Vilshana 
and east towards Orlianka (22km east of Kupyansk) and that Ukrainian troops are sending 
reinforcements to this pocket.7 The deputy chief of the Main Operational Department of the 
Ukrainian General Staff, Brigadier General Oleksiy Hromov, reported that Russian troops are 
attempting to slow Ukrainian advances on the Kupyansk-Svatove direction, suggesting that 
Russian troops around Kupyansk are concerned that Ukrainians will use positions in this area to 
threaten Svatove from the northwest.8  
 
Ukrainian troops likely continued counteroffensive operations to threaten Russian positions 
along the Kreminna-Svatove road in western Luhansk Oblast on October 6. Luhansk People’s 
Republic (LNR) Ambassador to Russia Rodion Miroshnik claimed that over 10,000 Ukrainian 
troops have amassed west of Kreminna, and that Russian forces have largely lost contact with 
Svatove and Kreminna.9 Several Russian sources stated that Ukrainian troops are continuing 
sabotage and reconnaissance activities along the R66 (Svatove-Kreminna road) and that Russian 
troops are preparing for the defense of the Svatove-Kreminna line.10 Local citizens and Russian 
troops have reportedly evacuated Svatove in anticipation of Ukrainian attacks.11  
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Southern Ukraine: (Kherson Oblast) 
 
Russian troops are likely establishing defensive positions in upper Kherson Oblast following the 
collapse of the Russian line in northeast Kherson.  Satellite imagery dated October 3 and 4 shows 
Russian trench lines and radar deflector systems in the Beryslav-Nova Kakovkha area, which 
suggests that Russian troops are falling back to reinforce defensive positions in central Kherson 
Oblast in the face of recent Ukrainian advances in northeast Kherson Oblast.12 Russian 
milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces largely focused on regrouping in northern Kherson 
Oblast and did not conduct ground attacks on October 6.13 The Russian MoD echoed claims made 
by some milbloggers that Ukrainian troops conducted limited ground attacks to break through 
new Russian defensive lines in northern Kherson, particularly from Piatykhatky (about 35km 
south of the Dnipropetrovsk Oblast border).14   
 
Russian sources also suggested that Ukrainian troops conducted limited ground attacks 
northwest of Kherson City on October 6. A Russian milblogger stated that Ukrainian forces are 
conducting troop rotations northwest and west of Kherson City near Posad Pokrovske and 
Oleksandrivka in preparation for further attacks in the direction of Kherson City.15 The milblogger 
claimed that Ukrainian troops attacked Russian positions near Novohryhorivka, about 25km 
northwest of Kherson City.16 Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command noted that a reinforced 
Russian tactical unit of an unspecified echelon attempted to attack in the direction of 
Lyubomirivka (27km northwest of Kherson City), likely in an attempt to push the frontline further 
north of Kherson City to afford Russian troops a wider buffer zone between Ukrainian positions 
and critical concentration areas near the Dnipro River on October 5.17  
 
Ukrainian forces additionally continued their interdiction campaign in support of ground 
operations on October 6. Social media footage shows the aftermath of a HIMARS strike on a 
building used by Russian forces in Kherson City on the night of October 5 to 6.18 Residents of 
Oleshky (5km southwest of Kherson City) reported smoke following Ukrainian strikes in the 
area.19 Ukrainian forces also reportedly conducted strikes on the Antonivskyi Bridge.20  
 
Russian Main Effort—Eastern Ukraine 
 
Russian Subordinate Main Effort—Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 
 
Russian troops continued ground attacks in Donetsk Oblast on October 6 and likely made 
incremental gains around Bakhmut. The Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces took full 

control of Zaitseve (8km southeast of Bakhmut), but some milbloggers said that claims of the 
capture of Zaitseve are premature and that Wagner Group forces are continuing attempts to take 

full control of Zaitseve.21 A Russian milblogger claimed that Wagner Group fighters took control 
of Vesela Dolyna (5km southeast of Bakhmut) and are advancing northwest towards Ivanhrad.22 

The Ukrainian General Staff noted that Russian troops continued ground attacks northeast of 

Bakhmut near Yakovlivka, Soledar and Bakhmutske and south of Bakhmut near Odradivka, 
Mayorsk, and Zaitseve.23 Ukrainian and Russian sources stated that Russian forces fought along 

the western outskirts of the Donetsk City-Avdiivka area and conducted ground assaults near 
Krasnohorivka and Vodyane and southwest of Donetsk City near Pobieda and Novomykhailivka.24 

Russian troops continued routine shelling around Bakhmut and the Donetsk City-Avdiivka area.25  
 

Supporting Effort—Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions 
and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 
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Russian forces continued to conduct routine artillery, air, and missile strikes west of Hulyaipole, 
and in Dnipropetrovsk and Mykolaiv Oblasts on October 6.26  Ukrainian sources reported that 
Russian forces struck Zaporizhia City, Nikopol, and Kryvyi Rih.27  Ukrainian sources also reported 
that Ukrainian forces shot down Russian Shahed-136 drones and other unspecified loitering 
munitions in Mykolaiv and Odesa Oblasts.28 Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov reported that 
Ukrainian forces struck and destroyed Russian ammunition depots in Melitopol on October 6.29 
 
Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 
power without conducting general mobilization) 
 
Local Russian officials appear to be frantically looking for ways to fund their mobilized units as 
the Kremlin increasingly expects local administrations to pay for the war effort from their own 
budgets, as ISW has previously reported.30 A Russian opposition outlet reported on October 5 that 
the Ministry of Industry and Trade for the Republic of Mari El forced business owners to “donate” 
1% of their earnings to fund mobilized personnel in the Republic.31 The ministry reportedly 
threatened to mobilize the employees of businesses that did not comply. One businessman told 
the outlet that he had to transfer money despite personal opposition to the war in order to protect 
his employees, and that the stated purpose of the funds was "voluntary donations to provide 
humanitarian assistance to military personnel called up for partial mobilization." An anti-war 
Russian outlet reported that public employees and teachers in Krasnodar Krai were forced to 
"voluntarily” deduct one day of October pay to transfer to a fund to support mobilized personnel.32 
The outlet noted that authorities in Krasnodar previously forced public officials to donate parts of 
their salaries to repair a highway in Russian-occupied Crimea in 2014. Omsk Governor Alexander 
Burkov reported on October 5 that Omsk faced a budget deficit of more than 13 billion rubles and 
was unable to pay for the additional benefits for mobilized Omsk citizens—like childcare support—
that other, wealthier regions of Russia were able to provide.33 Burkov was responding to a video 
circulated by Omsk servicemembers who alleged that their salaries were unpaid.  
 
It is unclear whether Omsk Oblast is providing any salary to its mobilized citizens, or which 
government entities are responsible for paying mobilized men—the Russian Ministry of Defense, 
the federal government, or local administrations. However, Moscow Oblast governor Andrei 
Vorobyov told mobilized men from Moscow on October 6 that the Moscow administration has 
purchased necessary equipment for them; his remarks received general acclaim from the 
milblogger community.34 The Ministry of Defense is demonstrably not providing even basic 
military equipment to mobilized personnel. It appears to be leaving wealthy oblasts to fill that 
gap, while mobilized men from poorer oblasts may be going without non-crowdsourced 
equipment entirely.35 
 
The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported on October 6 that Russian forces began the forced 

mobilization of Ukrainian citizens in Russian-occupied Kremmina and Starobilsk, Luhansk 

Oblast. The Center reported that Russian forces are sending Ukrainians of all ages and health 

statuses to the frontlines without proper training or ammunition because Russian forces “benefit 

from [Ukrainian deaths] regardless of which side we are fighting for, because it breaks the mental 

ties between the regions.”36  

Unidentified hackers used fake mobilization notices purportedly from military commissariats to 

install malware on Russian computers, according to a Russian cybersecurity company. 

KasperskyLabs reported on October 6 that men received fake subpoenas from military 

registration offices calling on recipients to urgently appear at a place and time, with a PDF 

download purportedly containing more information.37 The PDFs contained malware used for 
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corporate espionage data theft, which KasperskyLabs attributed to the Eastern Europe-oriented 

hacking group XDSpy. Russian military commissars are legally required to present mobilization 

notices in person, not via email. 

Russian figures continue to poorly organize the nonconventional formation of volunteer 
battalions. Ultranationalist milblogger Igor Girkin announced on October 6 that his 
“Novorossiya” Societal Division would no longer oversee the creation and management of the 
“Nevsky” volunteer battalion detachment.38 Girkin had commented on the progress of the 
”Nevsky” detachment and its early October deadline for formation as recently as September 27.39 
 
Newly-mobilized Russian citizens continued to arrive in all parts of occupied Ukraine to train “at 
training grounds in close proximity to areas where combat missions are being performed,” 
according to the Russian Ministry of Defense. Mobilized citizens reportedly arrived in Luhansk 
and Donetsk oblasts for training on October 3 and 4.40 Russian proxy outlets also showed video 
of unspecified personnel training in Kherson Oblast and newly mobilized personnel training in 
Donetsk and Zaporizhia oblasts.41 The People’s Militia of the DNR reported on October 6 that the 
newly mobilized men will undergo intensive on-the-ground training that takes into account 
Russia’s recent experiences with combat in Ukraine. The Russian Ministry of Defense had told 
Interfax on October 2 that ”after the training is completed, these units will begin to carry out tasks 
for the control and defense of the liberated territories and will also operate as part of reserve and 
reinforcement units.”42  
 
Members of the Russian public continued to express their dissatisfaction with Russia’s “partial 
mobilization” through attacks and threats against military facilities across the country. An 
unidentified individual issued a bomb threat to the administrative building for the Military 
Commissariat in Ulan-Ude, the Republic of Buryatia on October 5.43 Russian authorities found no 
signs of an explosive. An unidentified person in Moscow threw four Molotov cocktails at an 
uninhabited barracks on October 5.44 Police also arrested an 11th grade girl on October 5 after she 
threw two Molotov cocktails at the military registration and enlistment office in Kazan, Republic 
of Tatarstan.45 
 
The Russian military’s policy of funneling new recruits into pre-existing units as individual-level 

replacements is continuing to create incohesive formations down to the team level. A Washington 

Post journalist reported that Ukrainian forces captured a Russian tank team near Mykolaiv with 

three soldiers from three different sources: a driver who was a mobilized prisoner with 

paratrooper experience in the Russian military, a commander from the Wagner Private Military 
Company, and a gunner who was a mobilized Ukrainian from Luhansk.46 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas (Russian objective: consolidate administrative 
control of occupied and annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian civilians into 
Russian sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)  
 
Russian and occupation administration officials continued to restrict the movement of residents 
in Russian-occupied territories on October 6. Ukrainian sources reported that Russian and 
occupation administration officials implemented curfews and increased filtration measures in 
Rubizhne and Starobilsk, Luhansk Oblast with the stated purpose of finding Ukrainian saboteurs 
and partisans.47 Odesa Military Administration Spokesman Serhiy Bratchuk claimed that the 
Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) continues to prevent residents of Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts from entering the Russian Federation despite Russia’s recent policy change to officially 
recognize those territories as part of Russia.48 The mayor of Melitopol, Ivan Fedorov, reported 
that Russian and occupation administration officials are refusing to let Ukrainian civilians move 
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through the Vasylivka checkpoint into Ukrainian-held Zaporizhia Oblast and that the queue at the 
checkpoint is now over 5,000 people long.49 Russian and occupation administration officials will 
likely continue to increase restrictions on civilian movement as Ukrainian counteroffensives 
progress. 
 
Russian and occupation administration officials began to set conditions for President Vladimir 
Putin’s United Russia party to dominate politics in illegally annexed Russian-occupied territories 
on October 6. United Russia Party Chairman Dmitry Medvedev stated that the party will extend 
its programming to the illegally annexed territories and create regional party branches there as 
well.50 The head of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR), Denis Pushilin, announced on October 
6 that he was the nominee for the post of the United Russia Regional Party Secretary for the 
DNR.51 The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported that Russian officials are coercing public sector 
employees in Russian-occupied territories to join the United Russia party with threats of dismissal 
and mobilization if they refuse.52 
 
Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only 
publicly available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and 
Western reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite 
imagery and other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all 
sources used are provided in the endnotes of each update.  
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