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Helping Ukraine liberate its people and territories is the only way to stop Russian atrocities and prevent 
future ones. The West must rush the military support that Ukraine needs to do so.  
 
Bucha is an observable microcosm of a deliberate Russian terror campaign against 
Ukrainians. Similar intentional atrocities are happening throughout Russian-occupied areas in 
Ukraine. Russia’s playbook includes several consistently reported efforts. 
 
Russia revived its “filtration” concept in Ukraine. Russian soldiers are executing Putin’s bogus order 
to “denazify” Ukraine. They are forcing civilians in the occupied areas to undergo “filtration” to identify 
so-called “nazis,” which in practice means anyone opposing Russia’s unprovoked invasion. 
 
Specifically, Russians have been searching for, kidnapping, torturing, and executing local leaders, 
activists, and journalists in the occupied areas.1 The US government warned about Russian lists of 
Ukrainians to be killed or sent to camps even before Feb 24 invasion.2 Russians are continuing to create 
these lists and target activists.3  
 
Russian forces are also looking for people affiliated with or sympathetic to the Ukrainian defenders. 
Russian soldiers are checking Ukrainians’ phones and documents and even looking for tattoos with 
Ukrainian symbols, such as the country’s coat of arms.4 Kremlin media and telegram accounts openly 
confirm these facts.5 Russia is making Ukrainian prisoners of war (POWs) undergo this filtration 
process as well.6 
 
Russia is forcing refugees, including those deported from Ukraine to Russia against their will, to 
undergo filtration as Russians are looking for “extremists.”7 US and Ukrainian officials called out 
reports about Russian forces taking Ukrainians into “filtration camps” before moving them to Russia.8 
 
Russia used similar camps during its brutal wars in Chechnya to establish a state system of terror and 
intimidate the local population.9  
 
Russian forces are also engaged in a broader effort to target civilians and use terror to force the 
local population into submission. Russians are executing unarmed civilians; reports of rape are 
widespread.10 Russian forces are targeting civilian infrastructure, including hospitals.11  
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Russian forces are trapping civilians in Ukrainian cities by blocking and attacking evacuation efforts.12 
Mariupol is one of the most horrific examples but far from the only one.13 Russia is also forcibly 
deporting Ukrainian civilians, including children, from occupied areas to Russia. 
 
Putin’s decision to deploy Rosgvardia (Russian National Guard) to Ukraine indicates that population 
suppression is a clear Russian goal. Rosgvardia is not part of the Russian Armed Forces; it directly 
reports to Putin and is one of his suppression tools in Russia. Rosgvardia is deployed to the occupied 
areas, like Kherson, and has been detaining activists, quashing protests, and engaging in other forms 
of suppression alongside the Russian Armed Forces.14  
 
Russian atrocities in Ukraine are not a new phenomenon. Russia and the forces it controls 
have been committing atrocities in Ukraine for the past eight years. A prison, known as “Izolyatsia,” in 
Donetsk has been a de facto torture camp.15 Russia has been prosecuting Crimean Tatars on the 
peninsula for years.16 
 
Atrocities are a part of the Russian way of war in Ukraine and beyond. Terror is part of the 
Kremlin’s offset efforts to compensate for the limitations of Russia’s military power and the lack of value 
that the Kremlin can offer those it is trying to control—both inside and outside Russia.  
 
Russia cannot control areas in Ukraine without terror. Russia is militarily controlling some places, like 
Kherson, but it cannot govern them. The locals are resisting Russia’s rule. People in Kherson, for 
example, have been protesting Russian forces and Rosgvardia.17  
 
Russia has used terror and the indiscriminate killing of civilians in its previous military campaigns in 
Chechnya and Syria to pacify resistant populations in those areas.18  
 
Russia will continue terrorizing the population until Ukraine drives Russia out of its 
land. Russian forces will terrorize Ukrainians in every area Russia seizes. “Denazification” is yet 
another cover for the Kremlin’s decades-long quest to strip Ukraine of its sovereignty. Atrocities will 
continue as long as Russian forces remain in occupied areas. Whether these areas are Russian-speaking 
is irrelevant: Mariupol and Kherson have many Russian speakers.  
 
A ceasefire risks expanding Russia’s bandwidth to terrorize local populations. Putin’s 
intentions toward Ukraine remain unchanged. He made it clear over the past 20 years that he will 
accept nothing less than Russian control over Ukraine. The Kremlin will use any ceasefire it offers to 
adapt, not scale down, its ambitions to erode and ultimately destroy Ukraine’s sovereignty.19  
 
Stopping the fighting will not necessarily stop the killing—it will leave those Ukrainians trapped behind 
enemy lines unable to defend themselves and will allow Russian forces in Ukraine to focus more on 
filtration efforts in the areas they occupy.   
 
The West should not try to push Ukraine into a ceasefire or a peace deal for the sake of short-term peace 
and should instead focus on helping Ukraine win this next phase of the war.  
 
Ukraine can win the next phase of this war with timely and proper Western support. 
Ukraine has won the first phase of this war and has a chance to win the second one. Russia is regrouping 
for a major assault in Ukraine’s southeast. The outcome of this phase is far from determined, as Russia 
struggles to amass the combat power necessary to achieve its military objectives in Donbas.20  
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With proper and timely military aid, Ukraine has a chance to win the second phase by pushing back 
Russia’s offensive and continuing its efforts to liberate Russia-held areas. The Ukrainian government 
has made clear what military aid it needs from Western leaders. Those needs include tanks, armored 
vehicles, artillery systems, multi-launch rocket systems, air defense systems, and combat aircraft.21  
 
Time is critical: the West must deliver the aid Ukraine needs to defeat the next wave of the Russian 
offensive before that offensive begins.  
 
Half measures or delays in military aid will prolong the war, increase Putin’s chances of winning, and 
lead to more death and destruction.  
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