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The Ukraine Invasion Update is a semi-weekly synthetic product covering key political and rhetorical events
related to renewed Russian aggression against Ukraine. This update covers events from March 30-April 1. All of
the ISW Russia’s team’s coverage of the war in Ukraine—including daily military assessments and maps, past
Conflict Updates, and several supplemental assessments—are available on our Ukraine Crisis Coverage landing

page.
Key Takeaways March 30-April 1

¢ Ongoing peace talks will likely protract, and the Kremlin is unlikely to withdraw its main
demands in the near future.

¢ Russia and Ukraine may have reached initial agreements on Ukrainian “neutrality” in
ongoing negotiations, but remain stalled on the Kremlin’s refusal to discuss Crimea and
the Donbas.

¢ The Kremlin set additional conditions on March 30-April 1 for a chemical or biochemical
false-flag attack in eastern Ukraine or Russia.

¢ Ongoing European efforts to find alternatives to Russian energy likely successfully
undercut a Kremlin attempt to buttress the Russian economy by coercing Europe into
buying Russian gas in rubles.

e Sustained Western military aid to Ukraine will help enable further Ukrainian
counterattacks in the coming weeks.

Key Events March 30-April 1

Negotiations:

Ongoing peace talks will likely protract, though Russia and Ukraine may have reached initial
agreements on Ukrainian “neutrality.” However, the Kremlin is unlikely to drop its maximalist
demands—which are inadmissible to Kyiv—in the near term. Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov
stated on March 30 that the March 29 negotiations in Istanbul on March 30 did not result in "anything too
promising or any breakthroughs.” Lead Russian negotiator Vladimir Medinsky claimed on March 30 that
Ukraine has stated its willingness to meet core Russian demands to end what the Kremlin claims is “the threat
of creating a NATO bridgehead on Ukrainian territory” but clarified that only the “essence” of agreements was
agreed on.2 Smaller Russian and Ukrainian delegations arrived in Jerusalem, Israel, on March 30 for further
negotiations.3 Ukrainian and Russian negotiators resumed peace talks virtually on April 1 and Ukrainian Foreign
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Minister Dmytro Kuleba said that Russia has not yet provided responses to Ukraine’s March 30 proposals.4
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said that the Kremlin is preparing a response to Ukraine’s March 30
proposals but did not provide a timeline for delivery.s

The Ukrainian government flatly denied Kremlin claims that Kyiv has agreed to Russian control
over Crimea and Donbas. Lavrov falsely claimed on March 30 that "the issues of Crimea and Donbas have
been finally resolved,” likely to maintain domestic support for the continued Russian military operation in
Ukraine and to frame the operation as achieving its objectives.® Ukrainian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Oleg
Nikolenko refuted Lavrov’s claims on March 30, asserting that Lavrov has an “erroneous understanding of the
negotiation process” and that “the issues of Crimea and Donbas will finally be resolved after the restoration of
Ukraine’s sovereignty over them.”” The Kremlin is unlikely to drop its territorial demands and Kyiv is unlikely to
meet them.

Kyiv received initial positive rhetoric from several states on its demanded security guarantees in
exchange for dropping its NATO aspiration, but the Kremlin is unlikely to accept any Western
involvement in a possible peace deal. The United Kingdom, Germany, and Turkey separately stated their
willingness to act as security guarantors for Ukraine in principle on March 30 and 31, though all three states
declined to comment on specifics.® Russian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Maria Zakharova claimed on March
31 that the United States directly refused to give Ukraine security guarantees, citing US President Joe Biden’s
assertion that the United States will not provide aid to Ukraine that would lead to direct US-Russia military
conflict.9

Russian Domestic Opposition and Censorship:

N/A

Kremlin Narratives:

The Kremlin set additional conditions on March 30-April 1 for a chemical or biochemical false-
flag attack in eastern Ukraine or Russia.

e Russian Defense Ministry Spokesperson Igor Konashenkov claimed on March 30 that Ukrainian forces
“considered the possibility of using biological weapons against the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) and
the Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR)” with unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs).10

¢ Russian Radiation, Chemical and Biological Protection Forces Head Igor Kirillov claimed on March 31
that Ukraine asked Bayraktar (the Turkish manufacturer of many of Ukraine’s UAVs) to equip Ukraine’s
drones with an aerosol spraying mechanism for biological weapons in December 2021.

¢ Russian State Duma officials convened a committee on March 31 to “investigate” Russia’s repeated and
false allegations that US biolabs are participating in “the development of biological weapons components
in the immediate vicinity of the territory of Russia.”2

¢ Russian First Deputy Permanent Representative to the United Nations Dmitry Polyansky told Russian
state media on April 1 that Ukrainian forces “plan to blow up railway containers containing up to 800
tons of chlorine” in Ukraine’s Kharkiv region and claimed that Russia is providing additional evidence of
alleged Ukrainian biological weapons programs to the United Nations.*3

ISW warned on March 9 that the Kremlin may conduct a chemical or radiological false-flag attack and blame
Ukraine, the United States, or NATO.4 Russian media would leverage a potential false flag attack to stoke
domestic outrage and establish a pretext for further escalation in Ukraine or against NATO.

Russian Reactions to Sanctions:

Ongoing European efforts to find alternatives to Russian energy likely successfully undercut a
Kremlin attempt to buttress the Russian economy by coercing Europe into only buying Russian
gas in rubles. Deputy Chairman of the Russian Security Council Dmitri Medvedev stated on March 30 that
sanctions against Russia may leave EU countries without gas, an implicit threat to cut off Russian energy exports
to Europe.’s Russian President Vladimir Putin decreed on March 31 that “unfriendly countries” purchasing
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Russian gas must have Russian bank accounts and pay in rubles. ¢ The United Kingdom, France, Germany, and
Japan separately announced on March 31 and April 1 that they would not meet the Kremlin's demand to pay for
gas in rubles, in effect calling the Kremlin's bluff.”” Kremlin spokesperson Dmitri Peskov backtracked on April 1
that Russia will indefinitely delay implementing Putin‘s decree, claiming the procedure would be “a long and
time-consuming process.”8 Ongoing efforts by European and other states to reduce their reliance on Russian
energy and preparations to ration existing energy reserves likely enabled them to refuse the Kremlin’s demand.

Belarus:
N/A
Russian Occupation:

N/A

Drivers of Russian Threat Perceptions:

Sustained Western military aid to Ukraine will help enable further Ukrainian counterattacks in
the coming weeks. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov reiterated claims on March 31 that the United
States and NATO are responsible for the Ukraine crisis for “pumping Ukraine full of weapons” that threatened
Russia and violated Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) decisions.2° The United States
and its allies continued to provide monetary and military supply assistance to Ukraine since ISW’s previous
Invasion Update on March 29.2

e US Pentagon Spokesperson John Kirby stated on March 29 that the United States is deploying six US
Navy Growler electronic warfare aircraft, along with 240 US military personnel, to Germany to bolster
electronic warfare capabilities on NATO’s eastern flank. Kirby noted that the aircraft will not be used in
Ukraine.2?

e US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin approved a deployment extension for the USS Harry Truman aircraft
carrier on March 31. The carrier’s aircraft have been flying in support of NATO security operations in
Eastern Europe.23

e US President Joe Biden pledged $500 million in direct budgetary aid to Ukraine in a phone call with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky on March 30.24

e British Defense Secretary Ben Wallace reported on March 31 that the United Kingdom and its partners
will send more lethal aid to Ukraine in the form of anti-aircraft assets, armored vehicles, and long-range
artillery.2s

e Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison said on April 1 that Australia will send additional armored
vehicles to Ukraine.2¢

Foreign Involvement:

N/A
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